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INTRODUCTION. 


| Ar the æra of the Revolution, the grand fabric of 
| liberty, which it had been the labor of ages to erect in 


this iſland, was at length completed; and in one of the 
principal nations of the earth, a ſyſtem of government 
was by general aſſent eſtabliſhed, which had for its baſis 


the unalienable rights of man, and profeſling as its“ 
grand end and object, the happineſs of the people. 
The deſign of the following Memoirs is to ſhew, by an 


impartial delincation of the intereſting events of the 


ſucceeding reigns, how far this end has been kept in 


view, how far it has been deviated from, and in what 
reſpects the general ſyſtem of freedom is ſtill ſuſceptible 
of enlargement and ſecurity. In conſequence of the 


happy emancipation of theſe realms, by the expulſion of 
a wretched and mercileſs bigot, we were neceſſarily in- 


volved in a war with France, then in the zenith of 
proſperity, and governed by a monarch of the moſt aſ- 
piring ambition, ſupported by a degree of power truly 
formidable. After a long and bloody conflict, however, 
France was compelled to relinquiſh her projects in favor 
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| £Y INTRODUCTION. 
of the abdicated Houſe of Stuart; and to acknowledge, 
by a formal and ſolemn treaty, WILLIAM prince of 


Orange as king of Great Britain. From this period, a 
new ſcene opens to our view; and England, confirmed 


| and eſtabliſhed in the poſſeſſion of her own liberty, ap- E | 
' pears in the high and exalted character of the defender 3 
| of the libertics of Europe. And it is chiefly through b 
j the efforts of this country, in which the ſacred flame of 1 
h : 8 freedom was happily preſerved, that Europe was able to 3 
Þ withſtand, and at length effectually to baffle and defeat, 3 
[ | the vaſt hopes and projects of Louis XIV. who ſeemed 3 
I to extend his views to no leſs than univerſal dominion. 5 
1 © Scarcely was the treaty of Ryſwick ſigned *, when in- | 3 
, trigues and negociations were revived and proſecuted by 1 
a all the European courts, with unintermitted and almoſt 3 
| | unprecedented ardor and activity. The declining health I 
| of the king of Spain was the cauſe of this mighty in- 4 
ternal agitation; at whoſe deceaſe it became a matter of | # 
great and anxious doubt, upon whom the ſucceſſion of 4 
that vaſt monarchy would devolve. The two moſt po- | f 
agent claimants were the emperor Leopold as head and H 
heir-general of the Houle of Auſtria, and the dauphin | f 
of France, who was deſcended from Iſabella eldeſt I 
daughter of Philip IV. whoſe marriage, however, was L 
accompanied by a formal renunciation of her eventual 4 
pretenſions to the Spaniſh crown, which would other- 3 
wiſe, according to the rules of ſucceſſion eſtabliſhed in | b- | 
Spain, have indubitably ſuperſeded all other claims. 1 


The grand object of the ambition, both of the king and 


kingdom of Spain, was to ſecure, and to which of all 3 
the different claimants was apparently a very ſubordinate 3 
conſideration, the entire and undivided devolution of the 1 


* A. D. 1697. 
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ſirable and important. He concluded, therefore, 


to him by Louis, who dexterouſly contrived to throw 
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 INTRQDUVUCTION. 3 
Spaniſh monarchy; which included not only Spain and 
the Indies, but the two Sicilics, Milan, Sardinia, and 
the Low Countries; and which had long been in a ſtate of 
extreme political debility, bending, as it were, beneath 

the preſſure of its own enormous weight. 
King William, however, who had no other end in 
view than to maintain the balance of power, and to pre- 
ſerve the general tranquillity of Europe, paid little at- 
tention to national prejudices originating in pride and 
folly, or even, as it muſt be acknowledged, to national 
rights and privileges, in the meaſures which he ſcrupled 
not to adopt, for the accompliſhment of purpoſes ſo de- 
Tak 
Louis, a ſecret treaty of partition, by which, at the de- 
ceaſe of the king of Spain, the two Sicilies, and all the 
poſſeſſions of Spain eaſtward of the Pyrentes, were to 
be for ever united to the French monarchy ; the Duchy 
of Milan was allotted to the emperor ; and it was agreed, 
that the kingdom of Spain, and its remaining appen- 


dages, ſhould revert to the electoral prince of Bavaria, 


who was deſcended from the fecoud daughter of Philip 
IV. father of the reigning monarch. This plan, how- 


_ ever, being rendered abortive by the death of the young 


prince, another treaty was conceried without the know- 
ledge or participation of the court of Madrid, by which, 


in addition to her former allotment, France obtained the 


important Duchies of Lorraine and Bar, the Duchy of 
Milan being ceded to the duke of Lorraine by way of 
equivalent; and the arch-duke Charles II. fon to the . 
emperor was ſubſtituted as heir to the monarchy of 
Spain, in the room of the electoral prince. Ihe king 
of Spain, from whom this treaty could not long remain 
concealed, exaſperated at the conduct of king William, 
and ſoftened by the attentive and adulatory court paid 
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4 ERTRODFTCTION 
the whole odium of this tranſaction upon the king of 


England, was at length prevailed upon, notwithſtanding 
his former predilection for the emperor, to make a will, by 


which he nominated as his ſole heir the duke of Anjou, 


ſecond ſon to the dauphin 3 who, ſupported by the power 


of France, would, as the Catholic king was inceflantly 


and flatteringly told, be able to prevent what he ſo much 
dreaded, the diſmemberment of the Spaniſh monar- 
chy. | 

The death of that monarch taking place after a Hort 


interval, the Court of Verſailles declared its determina- 


tion of | accepting the will, — the formal 
iſtence of the treaty of i alleging, “ that as 
the object of that treaty was the preſervation of the ge- 
neral tranquillity, and that object could not, in preſent 
circumſtances, be obtained by a ſtrict adherence to this 
engagement, a departure from the letter of the treaty 


was clearly juſtifiable, if it aroſe ſolely from a deſire 


of 2 in more perfect conformity to the n of 


20, 


At the mecting of carliament,” in which the tory in- 
tereſt now predominated, the partition treaty was re- 
probated without any reſerve, as a meaſure unjuſt in 1ts 
origin, and difgraceful in its iſſue. It was ſtyled, in 


the vehemence of debate, „ a felonious treaty;“ and fo 


high did the reſentment and indignation of the com- 
mons ariſe, that the lords Somers, Halifax, Orford, and 


Portland were actually impeached at the bar of the houſe 


of Peers, as the principal adviſers and promoters of 
this treaty, which was in reality the ſole project of the 


king himſelf, whoſe conduct on this occaſion, notwith- 


ſtanding the rectitude of his motives, muſt be acknow- 
ledged not eafily reconcilable to the dictates either of 
juſtice or policy. 


The 
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INTRODUCTION. 5 

The nation in general, however, entertained the moſt 
alarming apprehenſions at this vaſt and unexpected addi- 
tion to the power of the houſe of Bourbon; and their 
fears and jealouſies were kindled into rage by the impoli- 
tic conduct of Louis, who, on the death of king James, 
which happened about this time, formally recognized 
the pretended prince of Wales as true and lawful fove- 
reign of Great Brita:;n. The king, encouraged by the 


prevailing diſpoſition of the nation, entered into an al- 


liance with the emperor and the united provinces, in 
which all kings, princes and ſtates were invited to join, 
in order to obtain ſatisfaction for the houſe of Auſtria, 
and ample and permanent ſecurity for the preſervation 
of the common liberties of Europe. The parliament 
being diſſolved, another was ſummoned to meet in De- 
cember 1701, in which the Whigs again recovered their 


aſcendency; and the royal ſpeech at the opening of the 


ſeſſion, recommending, in very animated and energetic 
language, unanimity in the proſecution of the moſt vi- 
gorous and deciſive meaſures, was received with enthuſi- 
aſtic and unbounded applauſe, “ I promiſe myſelf,” 
ſaid the king, “ you are met together full of that juſt 
ſenſe of the common danger of Europe, and that reſent- 


ment of the late proceedings of the French king, which 


has been ſo fully and univerſally expreſſed in the loyal 
and ſeaſonable addreſſes of my people. The eyes of all 
Europe are upon this parliament. All matters are at a 

ſtand, till your reſolutions are known. Let me conjure 
you to diſappoint the only hopes of our enemies by your 
unanimity. I have ſhewn, and will always ſhew, how 
deſirous I am to be the common father of all my people. 


Do you, in like manner, lay aſide parties and diviſions. 


Let there be no other diſtinction heard of among us for 

the future, but of thoſe who are for the protęſtant reli- 

gion and the preſent eſtablitiment, and of thoſe who 
1 8 mean 
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6 INTRODUCTION. 


mean a popiſh prince and a French government.—If you 


do in good earneſt deſire to ſee England hold the ba- 
lance of Europe, and to be indeed at the head of the 
Proteſtant intereſt, it will appear by your right improv- 


ing the preſent opportunity.” The king, the parliament, 


and the nation ſeemed now animated with the ſame ſpi- 


Tit, and in no period of his reign had William attained to 
ſo great a height of popularity as at the preſent criſis ; and 


all Lurope, fixing their attention upon this monarch, and 


regarding him with grateful and affectionate veneration, 
as the great allertor of its liberties—as the head, heart, 


-and hand of the confederacy—was eager with the ex- 


pectation of ſeeing him once more in the field, leading 
on to battle the armies of that grand alliance, originally pro- 
jetted by him, and now revived with freſh ſpirit and vi- 
gour; and which, in the preſent exhauſted ſtate of 


France, it was preſumed, could ſcarcely fail to be attend. 
ed with the molt fignal and glorious ſucceſs. The king, 


however, perceived his kealth and ſtrength rapidly de- 
clining; and he declared to the earl of Portland, that 
he ſhould not live to fee another ſummer. On the 21ſt 


of February, in riding to Hampton-court from Kenfing- 
ton, his horſe fell under him, and his collar-bone was 


fractured by the violence of the ſhock. Though no im- 
mediate ſymptoms of danger appeared, this accident 
haſtened his diſſolution, which took place. arch 8, 17502, 
in the 524d year of his age. The recital of the actions 
of this monarch forms his beſt and higheſt eulogium. 
His character was diſtinguiſhed by virtues rarely found 


amongſt prince moderation, integrity, ſimplicity, be- 


neſicence, magnanimity. Time, which has caſt a veil 
over his imperfections, has added luſtre to his many great 
and admirable qualities. His political views were in the 
higheſt degree laudable and upright, He had true ideas 


of 
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of the nature and ends of government: and the bene- 
ficial effects of his noble and heroic exertions will proba- 
bly deſcend to the lateſt generations; rendering his name 


juſtly dear to the friends of civil and religious HOC. 


and his memory ever glorious and immortal. 

Never did the death of any monarch, that of Guſta- 
vus Adolphus in the midſt of his career of victories againſt 
the houſe of Auftria perhaps excepted, excite through- 
out the kingdoms of Europe more general grief and 
conſternation than that of king WiLLiam. Though 


the grand alliance againſt France was now completed, 


the different powers, of which this vaſt body was com- 


poſed, deprived by this unexpected ſtroke of the hero in 


whoſe wiſdom and rectitude they confided, and under 
whoſe banners they had been accuſtomed to engage, no 
longer exhibited any ſymptoms of animation or vigor. 
Such was the prevailing dread of the power of France, 
which from the commencement of the adminiſtration of 
Cardinal Richelien had been elevated to the preſent 
alarming height by an almoſt uninterrupted ſeries of mi- 


litary triumphs, that the alliance now formed was conſi- 


dered as by no means adequate to the accompliſhment of 
its object in caſe of the defection of England; and how 
far Anne of Denmark, who now {wayed the ſceptre of 
that powerful kingdom, was diſpoſed to adopt the coun- 
ſels or to purſue the mighty projects formed by her illuſ- 
trious predeceſſor, was conſidered as a queſtion highly 
problematical. The doubt, however, was quickly re- 
ſolved ; for the queen, who was laudably ambitious of 
popularity, finding the nation and parliament ſtrongly 
inclined to war, and influenced by the repreſentations of 
the earls of Marlborough and Godolphin, who demon- 


ſtrated the imminent danger to which the liberties of 


zurope would be expoſed, were England to act with in- 


difterence or indecion in the preſent criſis, declared 


- * ) | her 
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her reſolution to fulfil, in their utmoſt extent, all the po- 


litical engagements of the late king. To give efficacy 
to this reſolution, the earl of Godolphin was placed at 
the head of the treaſury, and the earl of Marlborough ad- 
vanced to the rank of captain general of all her majeſty's 
forces, to the extreme ſatisfaction of the allies, who 
had, from his paſt ſervices, already formed very high 
ideas of his military talents. This nobleman was alſo 
inveſted with the character of ambaſſador extraordinary 
and plenipotentiary from her majeſty; and ſent into 
Holland, in order to concert meaſures with the ſtates, 
and to aſſure them, as well as the other powers of the 
alliance, whoſe ambaſſadors were aſſembled at the Hague, 
of the queen's favorable ſentiments and zealous attach- 
ment to the common cauſe and intereſt. In purſuance 
of the ſpirited exertions of this able negociator, war was 
declared againſt France on the very ſame day at Vienna, 


London, and the Hague, to the ſurpriſe and chagrin of 


the court of Verſailles, which had entertained the flat- 
tering hope that the projects of the allies would be en- 
tirely diſconcerted by the death of the king of England, 


and had received the intelligence of that event with the 


moſt indecent marks of exultation. 'The war com- 


menced with the ſieges of Keiſerſwart and Landau, both 
which fortreſſes ſurrendered to the arms of the allies, 


after a very long and vigorous reſiſtance. The earl of 


Marlborough arriving at the camp in June, immediately 
took upon him the command of the allied army; the 


earl of Athlone, who had pretenſions in quality of 
Veldt-Mareſchal of the Dutch forces to divide the com- 
mand, and whoſe military fame was not inconſiderable, 
being obliged by the ſtates to relinquiſh his claim. The 
French army under Marechal Boufflers, precipitately re- 
tiring before the allies, the earl of Marlborough ſucceſ- 


d vely inveſted and captured the towns of Venlo, Rure- 


mond, 
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mond, Stevenſwart, and Liege; and, by the judgment 
and {kill with which he conducted all his meaſures, con- 
firmed the confidence of the public, and fully eſtabliſh- 
ed his reputation as an able and enterpriſing general. 
Very ſplendid ſucceſs alſo attended the naval operations 
of the preſent ſummer : for though the duke of Or- 
mond and Sir George Rooke failed in their attempt on 
Cadiz, they received intelligence, on their return to 
England, that the Spaniſh flota had put into the port 
of Vigo; and, attacking that place with reſiſtleſs intre- 


pidity, broke the immenſe boom which extended acroſs 


the entrance of the harbor, reduced the forts by which 
it was defended, and deſtroyed or captured. the whole 
fleet of men of war and galleons which had retreated this 


ther for ſecurity. 


When the new parliament met, an addreſs was pre- 
ſented to the queen by the commons, congratulating the 
ſucceſs of her majeſty's arms, which had, as they choſe 
to expreſs it, ſignally retrieved the ancient honor and 
glory of the Engliſh nation. This was univerſally un- 
derſtood as an be reflection upon the memory of 
the late king; and it ſtrongly indicated the predomi- 
nance of the Tories, who were now the favored and go- 
verning party. Of this, however, a much more important 
and deciſive proof was afforded, by the introduction of 
a bill againſt occaſional conformity a practice by which 
the church was declared to be expoſed to the moſt immi- 
nent danger. This bill, which was carried through the 


' houſe of commons by a prodigious majority, was, af- 


ter long and vehement debate, n out by the 
lords. | 
Early in the ſpring A. D. 1703, the earl, now dh 


of Marlborough, paſſed the ſea, and, at the head of the 


allies, opened the campaign with the ſiege of Bonne; af- 


ter 
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ter the reduction of which, he marched towards the 
French army commanded by Marechal Villeroy, with 
n intention to give them battle: but at his approach, 
that general thought proper to retire within his lines, 
after ſetting fire to his camp; ; and the duke was obliged 
to ſatisfy himſclf with the conqueſt of the towns of 


Huy, Limburg, and Gueldres. In the courſe of this ) 


year, the king of Pruſſia and duke of Savoy joined 
the grand alliance; and the arch-duke Charles, ſecond 
jon to the emperor, who now aſſumed the title of king 
of Spain, was convoyed to Liſbon by an Englith ſquadron, 
as the claimant of a kingdom in which he did not as yet 
poſſeſs 2 ſingle foot of land. 

In the enſuing ſeſſion of parliament, the occaſional 
conformity bill was again revived by the high- church 
faction; the moſt violent partiſans of which attempted, 
though in vain, to fecure the ſucceſs of it by annexing 
it as a tack to the land-tax bill. This was abſolutely 
diſcountenanced by the miniſters of the crown, and the 
bill itſelf but faintly ſupported by the court party, the 
great leaders of which, Godolphin and Marlborough, 


now began, from political motives, to connect themſelves 


with the Whigs: and though the bill paſſed by a majo- 
rity of fifty voices, it was again rejected by the lords, 
who would not even deign to give it a ſecond reading. 
This parliament is diſtinguiſhed in the Engliſh annals 
by the perpetual miſunderftandings which prevailed be- 
tween the two houſes ; and this winter a very remarka- 


ble diſpute aroſe, which originated in an accidental and 


apparently inconſiderable cauſe. The ſhameleſs and 
fcandalous manner in which the commons were wont to 
decide upon all petitions relative to conteſted elections in 


favor of the predominant party, was at this time per- 


haps more than uſually Notorious : . and the * of- 
were em- 
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INTRODUCTION: © 
boldened by it to exerciſe the groſſeſt partiality in admit- 
ting or rejecting votes, knowing it might be done with 


perfect eaſe and impunity. At the laſt general election, 


however, the vote of one Aſhby, an inhabitant of the 


borough of Ayleſbury, being rejected by White the re- 
turning officer, he had the ſpirit and reſolution to 


| commence an action at common law againſt White for 
illegally depriving him of his franchiſe ; and obtained 


a verdict for damages, at the enſuing aſſizes for the 
county of Bucks, The court of queen's bench,  how- 
ever, being moved to quaſh all proceedings in this matter, 
as contrary to the privileges of the houſe of commons, the 
three puiſne judges were of opinion, that the verdict 
could not be ſuſtained. But that great and upright ma- 
giſtrate, lord chief juſtice- Holt, at this time preſiding in 
the court, declared in the moſt deciſive terms, * that 
the verdi& in queſtion was both legal and juſt ;—that 
though the houſe of commons polietled a feparate and 
independent juriſdiction, agrecably to the conſtitution of 
parliament, ſo. far as to determine, in caſe of appeal, 
which of the different candidates were duly elected ; 


pet that their authority did not ſuperſede the com- 
mon courſe of judicial proceedings in the courts ſitting 
at Weſtminiter, which founded their deciſions on the 


known laws of the land, and the evidence which came regu- 
larly and properly before them; and which neither could 
nor would take cognizance of the proceedings of the 
houſe of commons, nor of the grounds of their proceed- 
ings. Where a legal right exiſted, and ſuch, ſaid this 
able. magiſtrate, is the franchiſe of an elector; the law, 
of which the courts of juſtice are the ſole diſpenſers, 
will protect him in the enjoyment of that right.—That 
the houſe of commons were not competent to decide ju- 
dicially, though they might be occaſionally compelled to 
exerciſe their diſcretion, in caſes of this nature, evident- 

. : Es — 
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ly appeared from their utter inability to grant redreſs, 
whatever might be the magnitude of the injury ſuſ- 


tained : that if this exorbitant claim were once eſtab- 


; iſhed, the ſubject might be deprived of his deareſt rights, 


by the mere arbitrary will and pleaſure of the houſe of 
commons—the moſt flagrant abuſes of power might be 
committed with impunity, nay with applauſe and tri- 
umph, by men - holding public offices, who were thus 
placed beyond the reach of the arm of public juſtice ; and 
by a monſtrous ſoleciſm in legiſlation and jurifprudence, 


an acknowledged and invaluable right might be groſsly and 


openly yiolated, and the injured party remain wholly deſ- 
titute of any legal or regular means of reparation or re- 
dreſs.” The verdict, notwithſtanding theſe cogent rea- 


fonings, was however reverſed ; but the cauſe was, by 


writ of error, immediately brought before the houſe of 
lords; who after requiring the opinions of the twelve 
judges, and debating the matter at great length, and 
with great ability, determined almoſt unanimoufly to ſu- 
perſede the judgment pronounced in the queen's bench, 
and to affirm the verdict originally given at the county 
aſſizes. The houſe of commons, enraged at theſe pro- 
ceedings, declared by a vote of the houſe, « that Matthew 
Aſhby having, in contempt. of the jurifdiction of that 
houſe, commenced and proſecuted an action at common 
law againſt William White for not receiving his vote at 
an election for burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for the 
borough of Ayleſbury, was guilty of a high breach of 
the privileges of that houſe ; and that all attornies, ſolici- 
tors, counſellors, and ſergeants at law, ſoliciting, proſe- 
cuting, or pleading in any ſuch cauſe, were guilty of a 
high breach of the privileges of that houfe.” And they 
ordered. theſe reſolutions, ſigned by the clerk of the 
houſe, to be affixed to Weſtminſter Hall gate. So far, 


| however, was the intr epid magiſtrate at the head of the 
law 
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lap from being intimidated by this imperious language, 
that he is ſaid publicly to have declared, that if any meſſen- 
ger of the houſe of commons preſumed to enter that hall, 
in order to ſeize the perſon of any attorney or pleader by 
virtue of his warrant, he would immediately commit him to 
Newgate. 'The houſe of lords, on their part, paſſed votes 
juſtificatory of their own conduct; copies of which were 
tranſmitted to all ſheriffs and borough-reeves throughout 


the kingdom. The commons, finding the general voice 
of the people declare ſtrongly in favor of their anta- 


goniſts, ſeemed diſpoſed to let it reſt in its preſent ſtate, 
and the judgment of the lords was duly and regularly 
executed; upon which, five other inhabitants of the bo- 
rough of Ayleſbury brought their ſeveral actions for da- 
mages, upon the ſame grounds. This threw the houſe | 
of commons into a new ferment ; and by their own au- 
thority they committed theſe five men to priſon, where 
they lay three months, without however offering to make 
any ſubmiſſion. After the money bills were paſſed by 
the commons, and not till then, a motion being made 
in the queen's bench in behalf of the priſoners, for a Hu- 
beas corpus; the three puiſne judges declared themſelves 
of opinion, as before, that the court could take no cogni- 
zance of the matter. But the chief juſtice, a man in- 
flexible to ill, and obſtinately juſt, maintained, that a 
general warrant of commitment for breach of privi- 
lege was of the nature of an execution: and as it ap- 


peared upon the face of the warrant itſelf, that the 
Priſoners had been guilty of no legal offence, unleſs to 
claim the benefit of the law in oppoſition to a vote of 


the houſe of commons was ſuch, it was his opinion that 
they ought inſtantly to be diſcharged. This opinion how- 


ever not availing in oppoſition to that of the majority of 


the bench, the priſoners were remanded ; in conſequence 
of which, they moved for a writ of error, to bring the 
| : matter 
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matter before the Lords. As this, agreeably to the forms 
of law, could only be obtained by a petition to the crown, 
the commons preſented an addreſs to the queen, hum- 
bly requeſting her majeſty that the writ of error might 
not be granted; and they alſo took upon them to affirm, 
that, in this caſe, no writ of error could lie. To this 
addreis the queen with great moderation and prudence 
replied, that ſhe hoped never to give her faithful com- 
mons any juit ground of complaint ; but to obſtruct the 
courſe of judicial proceedings was a matter of ſuch high 

importance, that ſhe thought it neceſſary to weigh and 
conſider carefully what it might be proper for her to do. 
The commons received this anfwer in ſullen ſilence; and 
immediately ordered the priſoners to be removed from 
Newgate into the cuftody of their ſergeant at arms, leſt 

they ſhould be diſcharged in conſequence of the queen's 
granting a writ of error. They likewiſe reſolved, that 
the lawyers who had pleaded on behalf of the priſoners, 
on the return of the habeas corpus, were guilty of a breach 
of privilege z and ordered them to be taken into cuſtody. 
The lords upon this voted, << that, for ſubjects to claim 
their juſt rights in a courſe of law, was no breach of pri- 
vilege—that the impriſonment of the men of Ayleſ- 
bury was contrary to law—and that the writ of error 
could not be refuſed, without a violation of Macxa 
CHARTA.” This was followed by an addreſs to the 
queen, humbly beſeeching her majeſty to give immedi- 
ate orders for iſſuing the writ of error. The judges, 
moreover, now happily recovering from their terrors, 
ventured to decide, that a petition for a writ of error 
was a petition of right, and not of grace. And the queen 
was pleated, in the moſt condeſcending terms, to reply 
to this addreſs, c that the would certainly have complied 
with their lordii.ips' requeſt in regard to the writ of error, 
but that, as it now became neceſlary to put an end to the 
ſeſſion, 
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INTRODUCTION 1 
ſeſſion, ſhe knew it could produce no effect.“ T he lords, 
conſidering this as a decided victory, immediately return- 
ed their humble thanks to her majeſty, for this inſtance 
of her majeſty's regard for the legal and impartial admi- 
niſtration of public juſtice, The queen, that very day, 


March 14, put an end to the ſeſſion ; and on the 5thot 


April 170; the parliament was diſſolved by proclamation. 


« Tt was no ſmall blefling,” fays biſbop Burnet, with 


his accuſtomed ſolemnity, „ to the queen, and to the 


nation, that they got well out of ſuch hands.“ And it 


mult indeed be acknowledged, that the violence and ma- 
lignity manifeſted in their general conduct, were produc- 
tive of much leſs evil than might reaſonably be appre- 


| hended. 


As, in order to exhibit a connected view of this me- 
morable controverſy, the order of events has been ſome- 
what anticipated; it is now neceſſary to advert to various 
preceding tranſactions of great moment and importance. 
Though it muſt be allowed that nothing can be more 
unintereſting or uninſtructive, in general, than the de- 
tail of military operations; yet, as the campaign of the 


year 1704 is one of the moſt remarkable in modern hiſ- 


tory, and diſplays the unrivalled talents of the duke of 
Marlborough in the moſt brilliant and ftriking point of 
view, it cannot but excite ſuch emotions of curioſity as 


demand more than ordinary attention. In the month of 


January, count Wrattiſlau, the imperial ambaſſador, pre- 
ſented a memorial to the Britiſh court, in which he repre- 
ſented the alarming and dangerous ſituation to which the 
emperor and the empire were reduced, in conſequence 
of the rapid ſucceſs of the French arms in Germany, and 
the defection of the Elector of Bavaria, who had entered 


into a ſtrict confederacy with France; had joined the ar- 


mies of that monarchy with all his forces; had ſeized 
the cities of Augſburg, Ulm, and Paſſin, and threatened 
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to attack even the imperial capital of Vienna itſelf. 
'The emperor, therefore, implored the aid and pro- 


tection of the queen and people of ENGLAND to fave the 


Rowan EpIRE from impending ruin. This applicati- 
on, ſo glorious to the Engliſh nation, was not made in 
vain. The duke of Marlborough received orders from 
the queen, to concert with the ſtates the moſt eligible 
means of accompliſhing this great object. On his arrival 
at the Hague, he repreſented to their high mightineſſes 
the neceſſity of making a powerful effort for the relief of 
the empire; and propoſed that, as the frontiers of Hol- 
land were now perfectly ſecure, he ſhould be permitted 
to march with the grand confederate army to the banks 


of the Moſelle, there to fix the ſeat of the war. And 


as the French court would, in conſequence of this diver- 
ſion, be led to entertain ſerious apprehenſions for the 
ſafety of their own territories, they would be compelled 
to deſiſt from any farther proſecution of their vaſt and 
ambitious projects in Germany. Under this veil did that 
great commander conceal his real deſign, which he com- 
municated only to the penſionary Heinſius, and two or 
three other leading perſons, whoſe influence might obtain 


a ſanction to the meaſure whenever a public avowal of it 


ſhould be deemed neceſſary. The conſent of the States 

eing with ſome difficulty procured, and the campaign at 
length opened, the propoſed march to the Moſelle accor- 
dingly took place. Marechal Tallard, who commanded the 
French army, apprehending Traerbach to be in danger, 
and that the duke's intentions were to penetrate into 
France on that ſide, took ſteps to obſtruct his Grace's far- 
ther progreſs to to the eaſt. To the amazement, how- 
ever, not only of the French general, to whom the 
_ Duke's movements were wholly incomprehenſible, but to 
all Europe, whole attention was now fixed on this inter- 
citing icene, the allied army ps the Rhine May 26, 


and, 
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and, in a few days after, the Maine and the Neckar. On 


his arrival at Ladenburg, June 3, the Duke thought pro- 
per to throw off the maſque; and he wrote from thence a 
letter to the States, acquainting their High Mightineſles, 


that he had received orders from his ſovereign the Queen 
of England, to adopt the moſt vigorous meaſure to deli- 


ver the Empire from the oppreflion of France—that, for 
this purpoſe, he wasproceeding on his march to the Da- 
nube, and he hoped their High Mightineſſes would not 
heſitate to allow their troops to ſhare in the glory of this 


enterpriſe. The States, finding it impracticable to recede, 
thought it adviſable to comply with a good grace, and im- 


mediately diſpatched a courier to inform the duke that his 
deſign met with their unanimous approbation that they 


entruſted their troops entirely to his diſpoſal, placing the 


moſt perfect reliance on his Grace's {kill, experience and 
diſcretion. 'This difficulty being thus happily ſurmounted, 


the duke proceeded on his expedition; and at Mildenheim 


he had an interview with prince Eugene, in which theſe 
two conſummate generals agreed upon their future plan 


of operations. The prince expreſſing his admiration of 


the fine appearance of the troops after ſo long and fa- 


tiguing a march, and particularly of the uncommon ſpi- 


rit apparent in their countenances, the duke of Marlbo- 
rough politely replied, that this might | be caſily account- 
ed for, by the animation which the preſence of his high- 
neſs could never fail to excite. On the firſt of July, the 
duke, being previouſly joined by the imperial army, 
came in fight of the lines of Schellenburg, in which the 


flower of the Bavarian troops lay ſtrongly entrenched, 


near the town of Donavert, fituated on the banks of 
the Danube. Early the next morning, his grace reſolv- 
ed upon the attack; and after a very gallant refiſtance 
the lines were forced with great flaughter, and Dona- 
vert immediately ſurrendered at diſcretion, - But this 
„ | ſuccels 
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ſucceſs, though brilliant, was loſt in the ſplendor of the 


ſubſequent victory. The elector of Bavaria obſtinatcly 
refuſing to liſten to terms of accommodation, and being 


at length joined by marechal Tallard, who had with great 
danger and difficulty traverſed the immenſe foreſts of 
Suabia with a view to his relief; it was reſolved by the 
duke of Marlborough and prince Eugene, Auguſt 13, to 
engage the combined army of French and Bavarians, 


then poſted near the village of Bruna Ein, a name ever 
memorable in the annals of Britith and Gallic hiſtory. 


The enemy were very advantageouſly encamped on a riſ- 
ing ground. Their right flank was covered by the Da- 


nube, and the village of Bleinheim, into which the 


marechal had thrown a great body of his beſt troops : 


their left wing, commanded by marechal Marſin, and 


the elector in perſon, was protected by the village of 


Lutzingen and the adjoining woods; and they had in 


front of the camp a rivulet, whoſe banks were ſteep, 
and the bottom marſhy. It being determined that the 
duke of Marlborough ſhould command the attack againſt 


marechal Tallard ; about noon, the left wing of the al- 


lied army paſſed the rivulet without moleſtation, and 
drew up in order of battle on the other fide. So unac- 
countably ſupine were the French commanders on this 


occaſion, that they ſuffered even the ſecond line of ca- 


valry to form, without deſcending from the heights, of 
which they were in poſſeſſion, into the meadows which 
occupied the interval between the camp and the rivulet. 
The allies now aſcending the hill in a firm compacted 
body, the enemy advanced with great ſpirit and reſolu- 
tion, and a furious and bloody conteſt enſued. The 
French at length giving way on all ſides, marechal Tal- 
lard made an effort to gain the bridge thrown over the 
Danube between Bleinheim and Hochſted; but, being 


cloſely purſued, vaſt numbers were either killed or forc- 
3 ed 
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ed into the river, and the marechal himſelf was made a 
priſoner. The troops incloſed in the village of Blein- 
heim, being now left deſtitute of ſupport, were obliged 


to ſurrender at diſcretion. On the right, where prince 
Eugene commanded, though the ſucceſs was not ſo deci- 
ſive, the elector, and marechal Marſin, were compelled, / 


after a ſevere conflict, to retreat in confuſion, and with 
very great loſs; and, upon the whole, this was one of 


the moſt complete and important victories ever gained. 


The French force in Germany was in effect annihilated. 
Excluſive of the prodigious carnage during the heat of 


the action, ſeventy entire ſquadrons and battalions were 


either captured at Bleinheim, or drowned in the Danube; 
and the ſhattered remains of their army, after the loſs 
of forty thouſand veteran troops, were utterly incapable 
of making head againſt the victors. This day entirely 
changed the aſpect of affairs in Europe. France was no 


longer formidable. After her long ſucceſſion of triumphs, 


the now experienced a fatal and ſudden reverſe of for- 
tune, by which ſhe was overwhelmed with amazement 


and conſternation. Nor has ſhe. ever been able to re- 


gain that high aſcendency in the ſcale of power which 
ſhe poſſeſſed previouſly to that great event. The elector 
of Bavaria, at the head of a ſmall body of troops, ef- 


fected a retreat, or rather made his eſcape, and joined 


marechal Villeroy in Flanders, leaving the electorate at 


the mercy of the conquerors, who, after reducing In- 
goldſtadt, and the other - fortreſſes; of the duchy, glori- 
ouſly concluded the campaign with the ſieges of Landau, 
Triers, and Traerbach. And in the month of December 


the duke of Marlborough returned in triumph to England, 


here he was received with unbounded tranſports of joy. 
During the courſe of the preſent ſummer, admiral = Sir 
George Rooke, by a very brilliant .coup-de-main, ſur- 
priled the fortreſs ef Gibraltar, which, notwithſtanding 
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the repeated efforts of the Spaniards, {till remains in the 
poſſeſſion of the Engliſh. It is, however, a moſt ex- 
penſive, invidious, and uſeleſs conqueſt ; and while it 
is, by an ungenerous and pernicious policy, detained 
from the rightful owners, it is ſcarcely poſſible that a cor- 
dial and ſincere friendſhip can long ſubſiſt between the 
two kingdoms of Great Britain and Spain. | 


In April 1705, the duke of Marlborough Fg aſſed. 


into Holland, He had now formed a real intention to 
execute the project, reſpecting which the French were ſo 
needleſsly apprehenſive the preceding year—to penetrate 
into France on the fide of the Moſelle. For which pur- 
poſe he paſſed that river in the beginning of June, ex- 
pecting a powerful co-operation from prince Louis of 


Baden, who commanded the imperial army on the Rhine. 


But that general, who was univerſally believed to regard 
the duke of Marlborough with malignant and envious 
eyes, failing in every part of his engagements, his grace was 
compelled to retreat with ſome precipitation into Flan- 
ders, where marechal Villeroy had taken advantage of 


the duke's abſence, to capture the town of Huy, and to 


inveſt the city of Liege. 'The duke, however, not only 
raiſed the fiege of that city, and recaptured Huy, but 
obliged the French general to retire within his lines, 


which he immediately attacked with his wonted ſucceſs ; 
but the marechal retreating to the ſtrong camp of Parcke, 


near Louvaine, no farther impreſſion could be made on 
that frontier during the remainder of this campaign. 
On the 5th of May died the emperor Leopold, who had 


experienced, during his long reign, very wonderful and 
frequent viciſſitudes of fortune. He was ſucceeded by 


his ſon, Joſeph king of the Romans. If, from the diſap- 
pointments ſuſtained by the allies during this ſummer, 
the French court derived any hope of recovering their 


ſormer ſuperiority, the enſuing campaign proved them 
| | to 
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to be wholly fallacious. For the Engliſh general aſſem- 
bling the confederate forces early in the ſpring of 1705, 
marched againſt the French army, commanded by the 
Marechals Villeroy and Marſin, and the elector of Bava- 


ria, who had received orders from the French Court to 
riſque a general engagement; and on Whitſunday the 


two armies joined battle near the village of Ramilies. 
M. Villeroy, the French commander in -chink is faid to 
have made a molt injudicious diſpoſition ; and the troops, 
who placed little confidence in his ability, diſplayed no 
marks of ſpirit or courage. In a ſhort time, all was 
rout and conſternation ; and a moſt complete victory was 
obtained, with inconfiderable loſs. The almoſt entire 
conqueſt of the Spaniſh Netherlands was the immediate 
conſequence of it. Louvaine, Mechlin, Bruſſels, Ant- 
werp, Ghent, and Bruges, ſubmitted without reſiſtance. 


Oſtend, Menin, Dendermond, and Aeth, ſurrendered 
almoſt as ſoon as they were ſummoned. And during 


this fortunate campaign, the ſucceſs of the allied arms in 
Spain and Italy was ſcarcely inferior to this uninter- 
rupted ſeries of triumphs in Flanders. The duke 
of Savoy, who had acceded to the grand alliance in the 
hope of being powerfully ſupported by the Emperor, 


ſeemed to be abandoned to his fate. He defended him- 
ſelf, however, with undaunted reſolution, againſt the 


efforts of the duc de Vendome, the French general : 

but, overpowered by the ſuperior force and great military 
talents of his antagoniſt, he was at length reduced to 
take refuge in his capital of Turin, where he was cloſely 
beſieged by the French army under marechal Marſin; 
the duc de Vendome, after the diſaſter of Ramilies, be- 


ing recalled in order to take the command of the army in 


Flanders. The imperial court, determining to make 
one grand effort in order to relieve the duke of Savoy in 
this extremity, directed prince Eugene, at the head of a 

| powerful 
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powerful army, to march to the relief of Turin. With 
ſuch ability, and ſich ſucceſs, did that celebrated com- 


mander execute this important commiſſion, that, after 


furmounting all the numerous difficulties which obſtruct- 
ed his junction with the duke, he attacked the French ar- 


my in their entrenchments before Turin, and gained a 
moſt glorious and deciſive victory; the unfortunate mare- 
chal Marſin falling in the action. And this event was 


quickly followed by the final expulſion of the French 


from Lombardy. A loan, as M. Voltaire relates, being 


negotiated by the imperial court amongſt the merchants 
of London, in order to defray the expence of this ex- 
pedition; after the battle of Turin, prince Eugene wrote 
to the ſubſcribers in the following terms — Gentlemen, 
T have received your remittances, and flatter myſelf I 
have laid out the money to your entire ſatisfaction.“ The 
fortune of the war was not 166 favorable to the allies in 
the ſcene of action ſouthward of the Pyrenèes. The 
arch-duke Charles, recognized as king of Spain by. the 


powers of the alliance, after vainly attempting, by the 


aid of the king of Portugal, in conjunction wich the 


Engliſh and German auxiliaries, to penetrate into that 
kingdom on the weſtern ſide, took a fadden reſolution, 
in the courſe of the preceding ſummer, to accompany 
the earl of Peterborough on board the fleet commanded 


by fir Cloudeſley Shovel, on his intended expedition to the 
eaſtern coaſt of that kingdom : and landing in the pro- 
vince of Catalonia, this monarch was received by the in- 
habitants with every demonſtration of joy and affection 


Barcelona ſurrendered! in the month of Oc Ober; And AY 


kingdom of Valencia, with its capital, vanquiſhed with 


ſurpriſing rapidity by the heroic exertions and romantic 


valor of the earl of Peterborough, alſo recognized 
the authority of king Charles. The reip gning monarch, 
| ſeriouſly 
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ſeriouſly alarmed at the progreſs of his competitor, made 
mighty preparations early in the enſuing ſpring for the 
fiege of Barcelona, which being defended by king Charles 
in perſon, made a very vigorous reſiſtance. The earl of 
Peterborough, who flew from Valencia to its relief, 

made incredible efforts to ſave this capital; which, how- 
ever, muſt inevitably have fallen into the hands of the 
Spaniards, had it not been for the critical arrival of the 
Engliſh fleet; on the appearance of which, marechal de 
Teſſe raiſed the ſiege with great precipitation, and retir- 
ed with the broken remains of his army beyond the R 
mountains. The earl of Peterborough now urged the 
neceſſity of immediately proceeding to Madrid, in order 

to form a junction with the Portugueſe, who, finding few 
obſtacles in their way, had marched to that capital, of 
which, on the 24th of June, they took quiet and peace- 
able poſſeſſion. The deciſive counſels of the Engliſh ge- 

neral, happily for Spain, were diſregarded by the new 
king. For reaſons which doubtleſs appeared to him very 
important, though it is now difficult to aſcertain them 
with preciſion, Charles lingered nefr three months in Ca- 
talonia and Arragon—thus allowing his rival full time to 
recruit his ſhattered forces, and to receive additional ſuc- 
cours from France: and on his re- approach to the capi- 
tal, the Portugueſe army, diſpirited by inaction, ſuſpenſe, 
and diſappointment, retreated to their own frontier. 
The earl of Peterborough, enraged to perceive his ex- 
poſtulations fruitleſs, and the golden opportunity loſt, re- 
ſigned his commiſſion in high diſguſt, and immediately 
withdrew from the kingdom. It is related, that when it 
was once alleged by ſome of king Charles's courtiers, as a 

_ reaſon for delaying his march to Madrid, that his majeſty's 
equipage and retinue were not ſuch as were requiſite for- 

the magnificence of his public entry into that capital; ge- 


neral EIN with warmth replied, © That king Wil-e 
liam, 
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liam, when he made his deſcent upon England, went 


to London attended only by a few dragoons ; otherwiſe 
he had loſt his crown.” The ſucceſs of the campaign 


however, upon the whole, was ſplendid. At the com- 


mencement of it king Charles was cloſely befieged in Bar- 
celona, and in imminent danger of being made a priſoner 3 


but it terminated in the recovery of Catalonia, the 


ſecurity of Valencia, and the reduction of Arragon. 
But it is now proper to turn our attention to tranſac- 
tions of a civil and domeſtic nature. The new parlia- 
ment, which met the beginning of the preceding winter *, 
ſoon diſcovercd themſelves to be actuated by a diſpo- 


ſition very different from their predeceſſors, by paſſing 


a ſolemn and almoſt unanimous vote, That whoever pre- 
ſumed to aſſert the church to be in danger under her majeſ- 
ty's auſpicious adminiſtration, was an enemy to the queen, 
the church, and the kingdom.” And the two houſes 
joined in an addreſs to the queen, beſeeching her ma- 
zeſty to take effective meaſures for diſcovering and pu- 


niſhing the authors and publiſhers of this ſeditious and 
ſcandalous report. That unanimity which had been ſo 


long interrupted between the two legiſlative aſſemblies 
was perſectly reſtored under an adminiſtration and parlia- 


ment, in both of which the principles of whiggiſm had 


now gained a complete aſcendency, and which enjoyed 
the entire confidence of the nation. Public meaſures 


were concerted with wiſdom, and executed with vigor 
and ſucceſs; and the general aſpe& of the times ſeemed 
peculiarly favorable to the accompliſhment of that great 


deſign which the late king had recommended to parlia- 
ment, almoſt with his dying breath, and in which every 
true patriot moſt ardently concurred—an vn1on between 


the two kingdoms of England and Scotland. This was 


October 1705. 
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at preſent an object of greater conſequence than ever; for 
by an act paſſed by the parliament of Scotland ſince 
the acceſion of the queen, ſtyled the act of Security, 
that aſſembly was empowered, in caſe of her majeſty's 
demiſe without iflue, to declare a ſucceſſor to the crown 


of Scotland. And very ſerious apprehenſions were en- 


tertained, that a fatal and final ſeparation of the two 

Britiſh crowns might be the reſult of this dangerous con- 
ceſſion *. The lord treaſurer Godolphin, who had, in 
a moment of intimidation, adviſed the queen to give the 
royal aſſent to this act, which was indeed urged by the 
Scottiſh parliament with a vehemence and pertinacity not 
ſo much the reſult of patriotiſm as of faction, now exert- 
ed himſelf to the utmoſt, in order to ſurmount a ſeries 
of obſtacles, which, to 2 miniſter of leſs reſolution and 
perſeverance, would have appeared abſolutely inſuper- 
able. And commilioners being nominated, and confer- 


ences held, after very ample diſcuſſion, and a negoti- 
ation protracted to the ſpace of many months, the me- 


morable Treaty of Union was at length concluded; 
which, after being ratified by both parliaments, received 
the royal aſſent. And from the 1ſt of May, A. D. 1707, 


the two kingdoms of England and Scotland became indiſ- 


ſolubly incorporated, and a proclamation was iſſued to 
convoke the firſt parliament of Great Britain in the month 


of 


* Such was the alarm excited in the parliament of England by this 
act, that a bill was immediately introduced and paſſed, declaring the 


ſubjects of Scotland Ar E Ns ſo long as it remained in force, prohibit- 


ing the import ation of cattle into England, or the exportation of wool 
into Scotland, and empowering the queen's ſhips to ſeize ſuch Scottiſh 
veſſels as they ſhould find trading to France. And the queen was ad- 
dreſſed to put the towns of Newcaſtle, Carliſle, and Hull, in a ſtate of 
defence, and to order the militia of the northern counties to be diſcip- 


lined and armed; and Lord Godolphin's zeal for the ac compliſhmenc 


of the union was certainly invigorated, of not inſpired, by the terrors 


of an impeachment, 
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of October. On this occaſion, congratulatory addreſſes 


were ſent up from all parts of England; but the Scots 
obſer ved a ſullen and expreſſive ſilence. Indeed it can- 


not be denied that this truly wiſe and ſalutary meaſure 


was reprobated by the whole Scottiſh nation, and at laſt 


effected by means which could be juſtified only by 


the importance and beneficial tendency of the end 
propoſed by them. The whole weight of regal influ- 


ence was exerted, every ſpecies of artifice and intrigue 


was employed, honours and rewards were lavithed, 
even bribery itſelf was undoubtedly praGtifed, in or- 
der to induce the Scottiſh nobles and demagogues 
to concur in a tranſaction in the higheft degree con- 
ducive to the public welfare and happineſs. It muſt 
however be acknowledged, that the honor and dignity 
of that ancient kingdom ſuffered, in conſequence of this 
union, ſome degree of diminution. Nor is it poſlible to 
condemn with much ſeverity the high-ſpirited language 
of the celebrated Fletcher of Saltoun, who ſcrupled not 


to affirm in parliament, “ that the intereſt and honor of 


the nation were betrayed by the commiſſioners.” And 
when called upon for an explanation, he perſiſted in his 
charge, alleging “ that he could find no other word 
than zreachery, to expreſs his ideas of their conduct. It 
was harſh indeed, bat it was truth; and if the houſe 


thought him guilty of any offence in making uſe of this 
expreſſion, he declared himſelf willing to ſubmit to their 


cenſure.” A vote of cenſure, however, no one dared 
to move. And who can avoid admiring, if not approv- 
ing, the noble and elevated fentiments of the earl of Bel- 
haven, who, in the higheſt ſtrain of eloquence, depic- 
tured Caledonia as fitting in the midſt of the ſenate, 
looking indignantly around her, and covering herſelf 
with her royal robe, attending the fatal blow, breathing 


out with tender and paſſionate emotion the exclamation, 
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ce Ft tu quoque, mi fili!“ I ſee,” ſays this animated 
orator, “ a free and independent kingdom tamely re- 
ſigning that which has ever been conſidered amongſt 
nations as the prize moſt worthy of contention—a pow- 
er to manage and conduct their own affairs, without 
any foreign interference or control. We are the ſucceſ- 
ſors of thoſe who founded our monarchy, framed our 
laws, and who, during the ſpace of two thouſand years, 


have handed them down to us with the hazard of their 


lives and fortunes. Shall we not then zealouſſy plead for 


thoſe rights which our renowned progenitors ſo dearly 
_ purchaſed ? Shall we hold our peace, when our country 


is in danger? God forbid! ENGLAND is a great and 
glorious nation. Her armies are numerous, powerful and 
victorious, her trophies ſplendid and memorable. She diſ- 
poſes of the fate of kingdoms. Her navy is the terror 
of Europe. Her trade and commerce encircle the globe: 
and her capital is the emporium of the univerſe. But 
we are 2 poor and obſcure people, in a remote corner of 
the world, without name, without alliances and with- 
out treaſures. What hinders us then to lay aſide 
our diviſions, to unite cordially and heartily, when 


that liberty which is alone our boaſt, when our all, 
our very exiſtence as a nation, is at ſtake? The ene- 


my 1s at our gates. Soon will he ſubvert this ancient 
and royal throne, and ſeize theſe regalia, the ſacred ſym- 
bols of our liberty and independence. Where are our 
peers, and our chieftains? Where are the Hamiltons, 
the Douglaſſes, the Murrays, and the Campbells? Will 
poſterity believe that ſuch names yet exiſted when the 
nation was reduced to this laſt extremity of degradation, 
and that they were not eager in ſuch a cauſe to devote 
themſelves for their country, and die in the bed of ho- 


nor? My heart,” ſaid this noble patriot, « js full of 


grief and indignation,- when I confider the triumph ob- 
tained 


* 
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tained by England, who has, at length, brought this 
fierce and warlike people under ſubjection, who, for ſo 
many ages, ſhed the beſt blood of the nation to eſtabliſh 
their independency. It is ſuperfluous,” added he, “ to 
enter into a formal examination of the articles of this 
treaty 3. for though we ſhould even receive a carte blanche 
from England, what is this in exchange for our ſove- 
reignty! But does not, in fact, this pretended union 
amount ta a political annihilation ? I ſee the Engliſh con- 
fiitution remaining firm: The ſame two houſes of par- 
Hament, the ſame municipal laws, the fame commercial 
companies, the fame courts of judicature—while WE 
make an ignominious and entire ſurrender of our national 
polity, eur rights, our liberties, our honor, and our 
lafety!“—Theſe were the ſentiments by which the Scot- 
tiſh nation was almoſt univerſally actuated, and by which 
a generous and high-ipirited people could not fail of be- 
Ing at ſuch a crifis very powerfully impreſſed. The ſpeech 
of lord Belhaven drew tears of anger and diſdain from 
his auditors. And it was in vain that a few diſintereſted 
and diſpaſſionate patriots, who from principle acted in 
conjunction with the numerous band of courtiers, place- 
men, and penſioners, who compoſed a majority of the 
parliament, forcibly urged the great and ſolid advantages 
which muſt reſult from this union. „ That the actual 
tituetion of Scotland, in a political view,” ſaid one of 
the lords commiſſioners, who addreſied the houſe upon 
this occaſion *, „ is diſadvantageous and ineligible, no 
one will venture to deny. Two kingdoms ſubject to one 
fovereign, and having ſeparate intereſts, muſt be liable 
to endlefs emulations and jcalouſies ; and the monarch 
will, whenever tlieſe intereſts come, or are ſuppoſed to 
come, in competition, be obliged to decide in favor of 
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the more powerful kingdom. And the greater the diſ- 


parity of power and riches, the greater and more ma- 


nifeſt will be the partiality z as the experience of a whole 


century has teo fatally evinced. But, to aim at an abſo- 
lute ſeparation of the Britiſh crowns, would be a raſh 
and romantic project. If, in former ages, the Scots 
were ſcarcely able, with the molt heroic exertions, to 
maintain their independency, how could it be imagined 


poſſible, now, that England had acquired ſuch an im- 


menſe preponderance in the ſcale of power? Were they 
to ſeek for refuge or ſecurity in the revival of the an- 
cient league with France? This would itſelf be a virtual 
declaration of hoſtility againſt England, and probably 
accelerate that cataſtrophe which it was its profeſſed ob- 
ject to avert. The policy of Europe would undoubtedly 
prevent any effectual interference of France in their be- 
half, in oppoſition to England, the great bulwark of the 
liberties of Chriſtendom. By an entire ſeparation from 
England, the internal tranquillity and domeſtic order 
of the ſtate would be alſo imminently endangered. Is 
the nation prepared for the reception of a new ſyſtem of 
laws and juriſprudence ? or ſhall we revert to that Gothic 
conſtitution of government, adapted to the rude and 
barbarous manners of our anceſtors, and productive of 
perpetual feuds and implacable animoſities—of devaſta- 
tion—outrage and anarchy—and which, previous to the 
union of the two crowns, we know the executive power 


did not poſſeſs energy ſufficient to repreſs ? If, then, the 


connection wit: England cannot be fafely diſſolved, and 
if the political relation in which we now ſtand as to that 
country, is the ſabje& of juſt and grievous complaint; 
what remains but to form a permanent union of the two 


kingdoms, as well as of the two crowns, on terms of 


reciprocal amity and advantage? Of the neceſlity and 
expediency of a firm and durable union, we profeſs in- 
: 1 | deed 
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deed an almoſt unanimous convition—but then it is a 


federal, and not an incorporative union, for which ma- 
ny of our countrymen entertain a zealous and invincible 
predilection. But this is not the union which England 
offers to our acceptance, or which ſhe will herſelf accept. 
A federal union would be productive of no advantage, 


would remedy no evil. And where is the guarantee for 


the obſervance of the articles of a federal compact be- 
tween two nations, one of which is ſo much ſuperior to 
the other in riches, power, and number ? Hiſtory de- 
monſtrates, that incorporative unions, ſuch as the king- 
doms included in the Spaniſh monarchy afford an exam- 
ple of, are ſolid and permanent: but that a federal union 
is a weak and precarious bond of connection, eaſily diſ- 
ſolved by intereſt or ambition. Sweden and Denmark 
were once united by a federal compact But were peace 
and concord the reſult of this compact? no lt was the 
parent of ſtrife, of enmity and oppreſſion; and it termi- 
nated in ſcenes of blood and ſlaughter, and in everlaſting 
ſeparation. Let us not then amuſe ourſelves with words, 


inſtead of things. By an union of kingdoms, I acknow- 


ledge, I comprehend nothing ſhort of an union of pow- 


er, of government, and of intereſt. Till both nations 


are thus incorporated into one, England will neither ex- 


tend to us the benefits of her commerce, nor the protec- 


tion of her arms. By this union, Scotland will be put 
into the immediate poſſeſſion of advantages to which the 
could never otherwiſe attain. The ſources of proſperity 
will be opened to her view, and placed *./ithin her reach. 


We ſhall have ample fcope for the exerciſe of our na- 


tional induſtry, in all its various branches. To the vain 
ambition of independence—to the mere deluſive phan- 
tom of royalty, will ſucceed the flouriſhing arts of 


peace; and Scotland will, by a policy founded on true 
wiſclom, acquire that ſecurity and happineſs which form 
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the great and genuine end of government. We ſhall, 


with a jult increaſe of confidence, fee our liberty, pro- 


perty, and religion, placed under the onardian care and 
protection of one Sovereign, and one legiſlature: and 
every branch of the empire, every part of the body- po- 


litic, be it ever fo remote from the ſeat of government, 


will participate in the univerſal proſperity, under the be- 
neficial inſtuence of the ſame equitable and liberal ſyſtem 
of polity, and in the enjoyment of the Tame civil rights 


and commercial advantages, in proportion to the value of 


its natural products, and the vigor and . of 
its own laudable and voluntary exertions. 
Notwithſtanding the good ſenſe and political rectitude 
of theſe reaſonings, ſuch was the violence with which 
the treaty of union was. oppoſed in the Scottiſh parlia- 
ment, and ſuch the commotions which it excited in the 


kingdom, that the duke of Queenſberry, at this time 
high commiſſioner, abſolutely deſpaired of ſucceſs, and 


was deſirous of adjourning the parliament, till, by time 
and management, he ſhould be able to obviate thoſe for- 
midable difficulties. But the lord treaſurer Godolphin, 
who ſaw that the meaſure would be loſt by delay, urged 


him to perſiſt in his exertions, which were at length 


crowned with ſucceſs. The rage of oppoſition ſuddenly 


ſubſided ; and the treaty, as originally framed, received, 


without any material alteration, the ſolemn ſanction of 


the Scottiſh parliament. And the act of union being now 


completed on the part of Scotland, paſſed through both 


houſes in the Engliſh parliament, by a very fingular effort 


of political dexterity, almoſt without oppoſition, or even 
debate or diſcuſſion. For it was ſo contrived that the ar- 
ticles of the treaty, as approved and ratified by the par- 


lament of Scotland, ſhould be recited in the preamble 


of the act, and that the whole ſhould be converted into 


a law by a fngle enacting clauſe. This was a mode of 


conducting 
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conducting the buſineſs which the tories were by no 


means prepared to encounter, as it totally precluded 


them from taking the articles ſeparately into conſide- 
ration; and they could not, with the leaſt proſpect of 
ſucceſs, oppoſe the general enacting clauſe. The bill, 
therefore, paſſed through both houſes with uncommon 


rapidity, and by great majorities. And nothing can 
more ſtrikingly demonſtrate the eagerneſs and ardor with 


which this meaſure was proſecuted by the whigs, than 


their adopting this unprecedented, and, in other cir- 
cumſtances, unjuſtifiable mode of enſuring the ſucceſs 


of it. 


Encouraged by the daring ſpirit of faction which at 
this period prevailed in Scotland, the French court 
equipped a powerſul armament at Dunkirk, with the 
view of making a deicent in that kingdom; on board of 


— 


which embzrked the Chevalier de St. George, fon of the 


late king James. Immediately on failing from Dunkirk, 
they were cloſely purſued by an Engliſh ſquadron, com- 


manded by Sir George Byng, who captured one of their 


flag ſhips; and the whole armament was ſo ſcattered and 
diſperſed in their retreat from the action, that they could 


not even effect a landing, which might, at the preſent 


criſis, have been attended with very ſerious conſequences. 


And after being toſſed for more than a month in a 
ſtormy and tempeſtuous ſea, they at laſt found their way 
back, in a ſhattered and diſtreſſed condition, to the port 
of Dunkirk. On this occaſion, the moſt firm and vi- 
gorous meaſures were taken by the government; ſuch, 
however, as ſufficiently demonſtrated the ſenſe it enter- 
tained of the magnitude of the danger. The habeas 
corpus act was ſuſpended— The abjuration-oath was ten- 
dered to all perſons; and thoſe who refuſed it were de- 
clared to be in the condition of convict recuſants.—A 


battalions 


vote: of. credit pailed the houſe of commons, and twelve 
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battalions of troops were ordered immediately from 


Flanders. The queen herſelf, in a ſpeech to both houſes, 


informed them of this alarming attempt to invade: the 


kingdom, and to ſubvert the government; and declared 


for the firſt and the Ia time, as many failed not to re- 
mark, „That her firmeſt reliance was placed on thoſe 
who were chiefly concerned in effeCting the glorious re- 
volution.” In this popular ſpeech, the chevalier de St. 
George was, by a new deſignation, ſtyled The Pretender 
which term was re-echoed in the numerous addreſſes pre- 


ſented to the queen from every part of the kingdom; 


and by this appellation he was in future uſually diſtin- 
guiſhed. Soon after the termination of this buſineſs, 


the parliament, which had now ſat three years with the 


higheſt reputation to itſelf, and advantage to the public, 
was diſſolved, and a new parliament ſummoned to meet 
in November 1708, in which the whig intereſt ſtill 
maintained its aſcendency. A few weeks previous to its 


aflembling, died his royal highneſs prince George of 


Denmark, who had been twenty-five years married to 


the queen. His total want of talents, his unaſpiring diſ- 


poſition, and mildneſs of temper, very happily combined 
to qualify him for the peculiarly critical ſtation in which 
his high fortune had placed him, and in which a man 


of more ſhining abilities, and more daring ambition, 


might have proved ſingularly troubleſome and dange- 
rous. | 
The military tranſactions of the preſent reign are of 


ſuch importance, and form ſo intereſting a part of its 
general hiſtory, that a regular recital, however conciſe, 
of the principal events of the war cannot be with por- 


priety diſpenſed with. After the ſucceſsful campaign of 
1706, the moſt ſanguine expe* ations were entertained, 


that France, whoſe pride was now humbled in the duit, 
would no longer be able to make any effectual reſiſtance z 
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and that the allies, as victors, might in a ſhort time dic- 
tate the terms of peace with the point of the ſword 


The operations of the enſuing ſummer, did not, how- : 


ever, in any degree tend to confirm theſe lofty ideas. 
The Duc de Vendome, who had been recalled from Italy 
in order to take the command of the army in Flanders, 
choſe his poſts with ſo much kill and judgment, that 


the duke of Marlborough could not, without manifeſt . 


raſhneſs, venture upon an attack. This was the only 
campaign during the war, in which that great commander 
did not obtain ſome ſignal advantage over the enemy: 
and the French general, whoſe policy it was to act up- 
on the defenſive, fully ſuſtained his high reputation, by 
thus putting, after his Grace's long carcer of victories, 


a ſudden and total ſtop to the progreſs of his arms. If 


in Flanders the wiſhes and expectations of the confede- 
rates were not ſatisfactorily anſwered, in Spain they ſuf- 
fered a fatal reverſe: for, a general engagement taking 
place at Almanza, the Spaniſh army commanded by the 
duke of Berwick, gained a moſt complete victory. The 


loſs ſuſtained by the allies was eſtimated at no leſs than 


10,000 men; and they were conſtrained, in conſequence 
ol this diſaſter, to abandon the kingdoms of Arragon 


and Valencia, and to retire once more to the remote pro- 


vince of Catalonia, which ill continued faithful in its 
attachment to the houſe of Auſtria, The projects of 


the allies in Italy alſo proved unhappily abortive. In the 


month of July, prince Eugene and the duke of Savoy 
paſſed the Var, at the head of 30,000 men, and marched 
directly towards Toulon, to which they laid cloſe ſiege. 
As the principal naval magazines of France, and thc 
oreater part of the fleet, were incloſed within its walls, 
or its harbor, this enterpriſe excited a general conſterna- 
tion. The place was however defended with the moſt 
heroic valor; and troops being aſſembled from all parts, 
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in great force, for its relief, the duke of Savoy, who. 


feared leſt his retreat to Ttaly thould be intercepted, 


thought proper to raiſe the ſiege with precipitation, and 
to repaſs the Var, without any acquiſition of honor or pro- 


fit from this undertaking, into his own dominious. Great 
blame was upon this occaſion imputed to the emperor, 
who detached a large body of troops, deſtined for this 
expedition, to the kingdom of Naples, of which he ef- 


fected a complete conqueſt: and this was the only ad- 


vantage gained by the allies during this unfortunate cam- 


paign; which, however, did not prevent the houſe of 


peers from paſling a reſolution, much applauded by the 
zealous whigs, © That no peace could be ſafe and ho- 
norable for her majeſty and her allies, if Spain and the 
Indies were ſuffered to continue in the poſſeſſion of the 
houſe of Bourbon.” 

The king of France, anboldened by the. ſucceſs of 
the laſt campaign, and confiding in the talents of his 


general, was inclined to act more upon the offenſive; 
and early in the ſpring 1708, the Duc de Venddme ſur- 


priſed the cities of Ghent and Bruges, and laid fiege to 


the town of Oudenard. The duke of Marlborough, 


however, being now joined by prince Eugene, compelled 


the enemy to raiſe the ſiege of Oudenard ; and following | 
them in their retreat, forced them to a general engage- 


ment in the vicinity of that place. Though the Duc 
de Vendome, whoſe meaſures were, during the whole 
of this campaign, much embarraſſed by the preſence of 
the duke of Burgundy, acted the part of a great general 
upon this occaſion, rallying, in perſon, the broken bat- 
talions, calling the officers by name, and conjuring them 
to maintain the honor of their country ; the French ar- 
my was, in the end, entirely defeated. Night however 
ſaved them from total ruin; and the Duc de Vendome, 
ſeeing all hope of retrieval loſt, formed his beſt troops 
„ = new 
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into a rear-guard, with which he ſecured a tolerable re- 
treat. In conſequence of this important victory, the ge- 


nerals of the allies determined to undertake the ſiege of 


Liſle, the capital of French Flanders—a town, on the 
fortifications of which Vauban had exhauſted his utmoſt 
{kill, and which was defended by a garriſon ſo numerous 


that the ſucceſs of the enterpriſe was adjudged extremely 


doubtful. After happily ſurmounting the numerous ob- 
ſtacles which the ability and vigilance of the Duc de 


Vendome, ſtill more than the unrivalled art of the engi- 


neer, continually created; and in ſome of which the ſu- 
perior fortune, rather than ſkill, of the duke of Marl- 


borough, was apparent; this important town, together 


with its citadel, ſurrendered to the allied army, to the 
inexpreſſible chagrin of the French court, who ſaw the 
frontier of France, by this conqueſt, expoſed to the moſt 
dangerous future attacks. Ghent and Bruges were alſo 
recovered before the end of this campaign, which ter- 
minated only with the year. | 

In Spain and Italy the war ſeemed for the preſent to 
flamber. But, during the courſe of the ſummer, Sir John 
Leake made à complete conqueſt of the iſland of Sardi- 
nia; and, in concert with general Stanhope, alſo of Mi- 
norca. And the PoE was menaced by the Britiſh admi- 


ral with the bombardment of Civita-Vecchia, in return 


for the aſſiſtance he had publicly afforded the Pretender 
in his late expedition into Scotland. From this affront, 
however, the holy Pontiff- was ſaved by the ſeaſon- 
able interpoſition of the imperial court in his fa- 
vour. N 

The campaign in Flanders was opened in June 170, 
by the ſiege of Tournay, which ſurrendered at diſcre- 
tion, after a long and obſtinate reſiſtance. The allies 
next prepared to attack the city of Mons. But the 
French army, now commanded by marechal Villars, poſt- 
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ing ene behind the woods of La-Merte and Ta- 


niers, in the neighborhood of Malplaquet, in order to 
obſtruct this deſign, the duke of Marlborough and prince 


Eugene formed 2 reſolution to attack the French Gene- | 


ral in his camp, which, naturally ſtrong, he had forti- 
fied with redoubts, and intrenchments behind intrench- 


ments, with ſuch diligence and ſkill as to make it appa- 


| rently inacceſſible. After an obſtinate, fierce, and bloo- 


dy engagement, however, the lines were forced, but not 


till marechal Villars had been wounded and carried off 
the field, And it was not without ſome appearance of 


reaſon the marechal was accuſtomed to boaſt, that had it 
not been for this accident, the allies would certainly 


have been defeated. Marechal Boufflers, ſecond in 


command, made an excellent retreat; and the loſs 
of the victors was little leſs than that of the van- 
quiſhed. The victory, however, was crowned by 
the capture of Mons; after which, both armies went 
into winter quarters. In Spain, count Staremberg, the 


Auſtrian general, maintained his ground with reputation 
to the imperial arms. The duke of Savoy, fince the 
failure of his great enterpriſe, contented himſelf with 


operations merely defenſive, wiſely ſhunning thoſe riſques 
which might have reduced him once more to that extre- 
mity of diſtreſs from which he had ſo lately been almoſt 
miraculouſly reſcued. | 3 

Prince Eugene and the duke of Marlborough again 
took the field together in Flanders, April 1710; and the 


ſucceſs of the campaign was equal to the expectations 


excited by the junction of ſuch extraordinary talents. 
Notwithſtanding the utmoſt exertions of marechal Vil- 


lars, who directed the operations of the French army 


with great ability, the allies ſucceſſively reduced the 
towns of Douay, Bethune, St. Venant, and Aire, paſ- 


ſing in the proſecution of theſe ſieges one hundred and 
ſifty 
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fifty days in open trenches. The moſt intereſting events 
of the preſent ſummer paſſed however in Spain. 'The 
monarch, eager to put a final termination to the hopes 
and claims of his competitor, advanced at the head of a 
powerful army into Arragon, in order to bring matters to 


a decifive iſſue. General Stanhope notwithſtanding, with 


a force very inferior, attacked and totally routed the Spa- 
niſh cavalry at Almanara. And count Staremberg fol- 
lowing the motions of the king, who found it neceſlary, 


in conſequence of this check, to retire towards Saragoſ- 


ſa, diſcovered the Spaniſh army drawn up in order of 
battle, near that place; and an engagement enſuing, the 
enemy were entirely defeated. King Charles entered Sa- 
ragoſfa in triumph, while Philip retired with the wreck 
of his army to Madrid. The good fortune of Charles, 
however, was of ſhort duration; proceeding, without 
delay, to Madrid, in purſuit of his competitor, he had 
the mortification to find that city entirely deſerted by all 
the Spaniſh grandees, and to receive the molt convinc- 
ing proofs of the fidelity and attachment of the Caſtilians 
to his rival. Great efforts being made by Philip to col- 


lect another army, he ſoon appeared again in force; and 


count Staremberg, being wholly unſupported, and ap- 
prehending his retreat to Catalonia might be intercepted, 
| thought it expedient to retrace his footſteps ;z and in the 
beginning of November, his army marched back to Sa- 
ragofFa : but the greater part of the Britiſh forces, under 
General Stanhope, imprudently halting at Brihuega, 
were ſuddenly ſurpriſed and ſurrounded by the Spaniſh 
army, and reduced to the fatal neceſſity of ſurrendering 
themſelves priſoners of war. And in a few days after- 
wards, Staremberg himſelf was attacked at Villa Vicioſa 
with great vator, but doubtful ſucceſs : He was, how 
ever, compelled, victor as he ſtyled himſelf, to abandon 
Arragen, and retire to Catalonia; and being cloſely pur- 
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ſued by the Duc de Vendome, now at the head of the 
Spaniſh forces, he was at laſt driven to take ſhelter un- 


der the walls of Barcelona. Thus the flattering ſucceſſes 


of the allies at the commencement of this campaign, 
proved wholly deluſive; and, during the remaining 
years of the war, Charles was never ab! e to regain even a 
. ſuperiority. | - 
In the month of May in the ſucceeding year, 1711, 
the duke of Marlborough appeared, for the laſt time, 


at the head of the grand army in Flanders prince Eu- 


gene commanding a ſeparate body of forces on the Rhine. 
This campaign was not diſtinguiſhed, on the part of his 
grace, by brilliant ſucceſs; but it attracted uncommon 
attention, as exhibiting the moſt conſummate proofs of 
military {kill and conduct. Marechal Villars had, with 
great labor and perſeverance, drawn lines from Bouchaine 
on the Scheldt along the Sanſet and Scarpe, to Arras 
and Canché, which he had fortified by redoubts, batte- 
rięes, and other military works, in ſuch a manner that he 
ſcrupled not publicly to boaſt that they were impregna- 
ble, and that the Engliſh general had at length arrived at 


his ne plus ultra. The duke, however, boldly advanced 


within two leagues of the French lines, making every 
preparation in order to a vigorous attack the next morn- 
ing; and Villars drew, with all poflible diligence, his 
whole force on that ſide, in full expectation of an imme- 
diate and furious engagement. This being foreſeen by 
the duke, he had given previous orders to generals Ca- 
dogan and Hompeſch, with a ſtrong detachment, ſecret- 
ly drawn from the neighbouring garriſons, to take poſ- 
ſeſſion of the paſſes on the river Sanſet, at Arleux. At 
nine in the evening the duke ſilently decamped, and by 


cight the next morning he arrived at Arleux with his 
whole army, after a march of ten leagues, without halt- 
ing. Villars, on HY certified of the duk?'s motions, 


within 
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within a few hours of his departure, marched all night 


with ſuch expedition, that at eleven next morning, he 


was in ſight of the duke of Marlborough, who, to his 
unſpeakable mortification, had, as he now found, enter- 
ed thoſe lincs which he had himſelf vauntingly pro- 
nounced impregnable, without the loſs of a man. His 
grace immediately inveſted the important fortreſs of 
Bouchaine, which ſurrendered after twenty days open 
trenches only. And this admired and hazardous military 
achievement cloſed the long glories of this cclebrated 


commander; who, at the critical moment in which he 


had almoſt penetrated the French barrier, and when 
another Ramilies might have removed all obſtacles in his 
march to Paris, was, by the mandate of that ſovereign 
whom he had ſerved with ſuch unparalleled ability and 
ſuccels, diveſted of all his civil and military employments. 
The gradation of cauſes which led to this event, at 
which all Europe ſtood in aſtoniſhment, it will now be 
neceſſary conciſely to develope. 

Of the favorable opinion univerſally entertained by 
the Engliſh nation, reſpecting the general purity and rec- 


titude of the queen's intentions, the epithet of the good 


queen Anne, ſo commonly applied to this princeſs, is it- 
ſelf a ſufficient proof. This good queen, however, had 
imbibed, in a very great degree, the hereditary preju- 
dices of her family reſpecting the nature and extent of 
the ſovereign authority. And there is reaſon to believe 
that the ſucceſsful reſiſtance of the nation to the late king 
James, was, in her eyes, juſtified only by the attempts 
made to eſtabliſh popery upon the ruins of the proteſtant 
religion; to which, in the form exhibiting itſelf to her 
perception, as inculcated and profeſſed by the church 


of England, fhe cntertained a zealous attachment, or 


rather a blind and bigoted devotion. As her prejudices, 
political 
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political and religious, preciſely coincided with thoſe of 
the Tories, ſhe cheriſhed a ſtrong predilection for that 
powerful and dangerous faction, in oppoſition to the 
Whigs, who were conſidered as for the moſt part latitu- 
dinarians in religion, or at beſt as cool and luke-warm 
friends of the church; and who certainly regarded the 
particular mode in which the proteſtant religion was pro- 
fefled, as of little importance, when put in competition 
with the preſervation, enlargement, or ſecurity of the 
civil and religious liberties of the kingdom, 'The political 
views of the ſectaries, who were very numerous and ac- 
tive, entirely correſponded with thoſe of the Whig 
party; and their whole weight was invariably thrown. 


into this ſcale. In return, the Whigs were the ſtrenu— 


ous and conſtant advocates of the diſſenters, whenever 


they were threatened with any ſpecies of perſecution or 


oppreſſion. It has been already remarked, that the paſ- 
ſions of all the zealous adherents of liberty were, at the 
period of queen's acceſſion, extremely inflamed againſt 
the French monarch—that imperious and reſtleſs deſpot _ 
—on account of the open and avowed protection which 
he granted to the ſon of the late king James. When 
England, therefore, acceded to' the grand alliance, the 
Whigs rejoiced in the proſpect of humbling the pride, 
and reducing the power, of that haughty tyrant. Pre- 
vious to the death of king William, the idea.of a war 
with France had become exceedingly popular; and after 
the acceſſion of the queen, the leaders of the Tories, 
Rocheſter, Nottingham, &c. who oppoſed a declaration 
of war on the part of England as unneceſſary and impo- 
litic, were over-ruled in the council, chiefly through the 
all-powerful influence of the earl of Marlborough, who, 


though himſelf attached to the Tories, was impatient to 


give full ſcope to his talents; and in whoſe breaſt an ar- 


dent thirſt for glory, that « infirmity of noble minds,” 
5 ſuperſeded 
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ſuperſeded every other conſideration. This influence 
was obtained chiefly through the medium of the coun- 
teſs of Marlborough, who had been long employed in 
ſtations near the queen's perſon, and who had gradually 
acquired a complete aſcendency over her. In proceſs of 
time, Marlborough, and Godolphin his friend and co- 
acljutor, finding that the war received a faint and feeble 
ſupport only from the Tories, began to connect them- 
ſelves with the Whigs, who were zealous and ſanguine 
in the proſecution of it. And the queen, under the di- 
rection and government of theſe two noblemen, ſuffer- 
ed the Tories to be gradually diſplaced, an adminiſtra- 
tion compoſed entirely of Whigs to be formed, and two 
ſucceſſive parliaments to be chofen under the influence 
of the court, in which that party maintained a decided 
ſuperiority. While affairs continued in this ſtate, a tri- 


vial and fortuitous incident eventually occaſioned a total 


change in the face of Europe. The ducheſs of Marl- 


borough had introduced a female relation and dependant 


at the court, who fo artfully and rapidly inſinuated her- 


ſelf into the queen's affection and favor, that the ducheſs 


found herſelf abſolutely ſupplanted, almoſt before ſhe 
was appriſed of the danger. The new favorite, Mrs. 
Maſham, ſoon diſcovering the queen's ſecret predilection 
for the Tories, combined with Mr. Harley, at this time 
ſecretary of ſtate, but who aſpired to nothing leſs than 
. the ſtation of prime miniſter, to prepoſſeſs the mind of 
the queen againſt the duke of Marlborough, and the 
earl of Godolphin ; who, as they ſaid, and truly ſaid, 
made her majeſty a mere cypher in the government, and 
engroſſed all power, influence, and patronage, into their 


own hands—omitting, however, to inform the queen of 


another truth, not leſs palpable z viz. that ſuch was the 
imbecility of her majeſty's underſtanding and capacity, 
that ſhe muſt neceſſarily remain a cypher, in whatever 
| hands 
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hands her affairs were placed. And the voice, not of 
England only, but of Europe, declared, that the public 
intereſts could not be entruſted to more faithful or more 
able directors than the preſent miniſters. - The intrigues 
of Harley with the Tories foon tranſpiring, he was com- 
pelled immediately to relinquiſh his employments, though 
with manifeſt tokens of reſentment and alienation from 
the Whigs, on the part of the queen. The entire ma- 
nagement of affairs nevertheleſs ſtill remained with that 


party; and ſo little force and vigor of mind did the 


queen poſſeſs, that if ſubſequent circumſtances had not 
in a remarkable and unexpected manner favored a re- 


volution in politics, it is very doubtful whether it 


would ever have been effected. Notwithſtanding tbe 
wonderful ſucceſſes of the preſent war, the heavy bur- 
dens which in conſequence of its long continuance it be- 
came neceſſary to impoſe, conſiderably damped the ar- 
dor of the public, and by degrees had much abated its 
original popularity. And the overtures for a general ac- 
commodation made by Louis from time to time, and the 
great conceſſions offered by that monarch, led the gene- 
rality of intelligent and diſpaſſionate people to conſider 
the grand object of the war as now ſufficiently attained. 
At the conferences held firſt at: the Hague, and in the 
following year at Gertruytenberg, A. D. 1710, ſo low 
were the mighty fallen, that the king of France, througli 
the medium of the marquis de Torcy, his prime miniſ- 


ter, who upon this occaſion took upon him the office of 


negotiator in perſon, condeſcended to acknowledge the 


arch - duke Charles as true and rightful ſovereign of the 


Spaniſh monarchy ; and made in all other reſpects ſuch 
ample conceſſions as the dire neceſſity of his affairs de- 
manded ; ſuch indeed as amply ſecured the intereſts, and 
ought to have ſatisfied the utmoſt ambition, of the allics. 
With all the nn, of proſperity, however, they in- 
ſiſted 
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ſiſted that Louis ſhould abſolutely engage for the entire 
reſtitution of the Spaniſh monarchy to the houſe of 
Auſtria, in the ſpace of two months. It was in vain that 
he urged « this was a promiſe not in his power to per- 
form; and that he could not at his pleaſure depoſe a 
king of Spain, or impoſe a monarch upon the Spaniſh 
nation contrary to their own inclination.” The plea was 


treated as idle and frivolous. And even the ofter which 
he ultimately made, to furrender three fortreſſes in Flan- 


ders into the hands of the allies as pledges for the reſti- 
tution of Spain, and to furniſh his quota in money or 
troops for the reduction of that kingdom, ſhould Spain 
refuſe to accede to the treaty, was rejected with diſdain ; 
to the extreme diſſatisfaction of all moderate and reaſon- 
able perſons, who ſaw that the war was in future to be 
continued, merely to gratify the immeaſurable ambition 
of the houſe of Auſtria, and that, excluſive of the fla- 
grant injuſtice of forcing a ſovereign on the Spaniards, 
who was the object of the national abhorrence, the po- 
licy of the meafure was in preſent circumſtances extreme- 
ly doubtful. For the power of France being ſo greatly 
reduced, while the grandeur of the imperial family was 
elevated in the ſame proportion, not leſs. danger was to 
be apprehended by transferring Spain and the Indies to 
the houſe of Auſtria, than by leaving them in the poſſeſ- 


ſion of a prince of the houſe of Bourbon. The parlia- 


ment, notwithſtanding, highly approved the conduct of 


the Britiſh plenipotentiaries, and returned the duke of 


Marlborough their unanimous thanks for his public ſer- 
vices, when it became every day more apparent, that he 
was actuated chiefly by private conſiderations, and that 
he invariably oppoſed all overtures of conciliation, 
prompted by the ſuggeſtions of ambition and of intereſt. 
In order however effectually to check and intimidate 
that 
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that riſing ſpirit of diſcontent, evident ſymptoms of 
which began now to appear in the nation, and to diſplay 
the firmneſs of their attachment to thoſe principles in 
which this once popular war had originated, the parlia- 
ment determined to give full ſcope to their vengeance, on 
an occaſion which certainly called for no ſuch extraordi- 
nary violence of exertion. 

On the 5th November 1709, an obſcure clergyman of 
the name of Sacheverel, of the high-church faction, preach- 
ing at St. Paul's cathedral upon the words of St. Paul, 
« Perils from falſe brethren,” indulged himſelf in the moſt 
virulent defamation and abuſe of the preſent adminiſtra- 
tion, and of their meaſures. The lord treaſurer in par- 
ticular was ſcurrilouſly attacked, under the name of 
VoLPoNE ; and divers of the right reverend bench were 
alſo inveighed againſt with much ſcorn and malignity, 
as „ perfidious prelates and falſe ſons of the church,” on 
account of their moderation reſpecting the diſſenters, and 
their avowed approbation of the toleration. He afierted, 
in terms the moſt unqualified, the doctrines of paſſive 
obedience and non-refiſtance z and pretended, that to ſay 
the revolution was inconſiſtent wick thoſe doctrines, was 
to caſt black and odious imputations upon it. He affirm- 
ed that the church was violently aflailed by her enemies, 
and faintly defended by thoſe who profeſſed themſelves 
her friends. He vehemently urged the neceflity of ſtand- 
ing up in defence of the church ; for which he declared 
that he ſounded the trumpet, and exhorted the people to 
put on Che avhole armour of GOD.” "This inflammatory 
and libelous harangue being publiſhed at the requeſt 
of the lord mayor, was extravagantly extolled and ap- 
plauded by the Tories, and circulated by them with great 
induſtry throughout the kingdom. At the very height 
of the popular ferment and clamor excited by this ex- 
traordinary invective, and which would doubtleſs have 

5 ſoon 
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foon died away, lad no public notice been taken of it, a 
complaint was formally preferred to the houſe of com- 
mons, by one of the members of that houſe; of this ſer- 
mon, as containing poſitions contrary to revolution prin- 
ciples, to the preſent government, and to the proteſtant 
ſucceſſion. As it was by this means obtruded upon the 
notice of the houſe, it was impoſſible not to expreſs in 
ſome mode their diſapprobation of theſe nefarious and ſe- 
ditious tenets. The wiſer members thought it ſufficient 
to order the ſermon to be burnt by the common hangman, 
and to commit the writer to Newgate during the remain- 
der of the ſeſſion. This, however, was by no means ſa- 
_ tisfactory to the majority, who determined to raiſe this 
contemptible libeller to the rank of a political delinquent 
of great conſequence and dipnity, by a ſolemn parliament- 
ary impeachment at the bar of the houſe of lords. No 
ſooner was this abſurd and unaccountable reſolution made 
public, than every poſlible artifice was put in practice, by 
the Tory faction, to inflame the minds of the public; 
and to repreſent Sacheverel as the champion and martyr 
of the church, which the Whigs had, as they affirmed, 
a fixed intent to ſubvert : and of which project the im- 
peachment of Sacheverel was only the prelude. Theſe 
calumnies however groſs and palpable, . were ſwallowed by 
the populace with amazing avidity. During the trial, 
which laſted three weeks, his coach, in paſſing between 
Weſtminſter Hall and the Temple, where he then lodg- 
ed, was conſtantly attended by vaſt multitudes with 
ſhouts and acclamations of applauſe. And preat tumults 
prevailed in the metropolis, where ſeveral places of wor- 
ſhip licenſed under the act of toleration were pulled 
down; the houſes of many of the moſt eminent diſſent- 
ers were plundered ; and thoſe of the lord chancellor, 
Jord Wharton, the biſhop of Sarum, &c. were theatened 
with demolition. The managers of the houſe of com- 
| mons, 
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mons, amongſt whom were the celebrated names of 
KiNG, STANHOPE, and WALPOLE, nevertheleſs exerted 
themſelves with great courage and ability in ſupport of 


the proſecution *®. And divers of the lords ſpiritual as 
well 


* As the ſentiments of the Whig managers of this impeachment, 
and of the revolution Whigs in general, have of late been groſsly and 
daringly miſrepreſented, it cannot be improper to make a few extracts 
ſrom the ſpeeches delivered at this celebrated trial ; from which a com- 
petent judgment may be formed of the general ſtrain and ſpirit of the 
proceedings on this occaſion, in behalf of the commons of Great Bri- 
tain. 

Lord 8 — The doctor, by refleding on the neceſſary 
means to bring about the revolution the foundation on which our pre- 
ſent happy eſtabliſhment is built—by aſſerting, that ber majeſty ought to 
defend on no other title to ber throne, than her hereditary one, deſigned by 
ſuch deſtructive poſitions to bring back the pretender, with popery and 
French tyranny attending him, to govern the ſtate.” —As long there- 
fore as a pretender to the throne exiſted, it was true that the 
political claims and rights of the kings of England reſted, like thoſe 
of magiſtrates of every other denomination, upon the general conſent 
and will of the people, or community at large, as the only proper and 
rational baſis, But the very ſhadow of competition being at length 
vaniſhed, they are now adviſed by ſome who preſume to ſtyle themſelves 
Wulss, to revert for the os to the old ground of inviolable here- 


ditary right. 


Mr. Dolben.—“ This gentleman, Dr. 8. muſt be allowed the in- 
famy to have ſtretched and improved this pernicions tenet to the exalted 
height of making all our laws, liberties, religion, and lives, to be held 
only at the precarious pleaſure of any bold invader, when it is taught 
that no oppreſſion, no violence, can juſtify an oppoſition to it. My 
lords, the comnions have brought this offender before you, with a view 
not only to detect and puniſh his offence, but to obtain an occaſion it 
the molt public and authentic manner to avow the principles and Juſtify 
the means upon which the preſent government and the proteſtant ſuc- 
ceſſion are founded and eſtabliſhed; and this more out of a generous 
concern for poſterity, than for our own preſent ſecurity. We hope the 
record of this proceeding will remain a laſtirg monument to deter a 
ſucceſſor that may inherit the crown, but not the virtues of her majeſty 
from attempting to invade the laws or the people's rights; and if not, 
that it will be a noble prece dent to excite our poſterity to <v:/le and tug 

; for 


=" . 7 
+4 1 
x 112 
: p Ti 
| $47 * ' 
L4H $1 
14 9 5 
\ Wa. fy; 
8 r 
hne f 
$1 \ 8 ! 
\F ii 5 ? 
1 (4,258 F 
; b 14 
. ; old 
l \ F 
4 4 11 [5 
ws 075 | 
1 
H 
1 188 
13 200 ; 
\ IS 
7 104F | -v 
ws . [ s 
l 1D fl 
1 1 ' 
il . * 4 
1 
| 
met ; | 
4 (| 
4: i 
11198 B 


= 


— — — — 
*. — —— — 
— 


* ms = 2 2 
* SIS 2 4 
— — — — 
—— — — 
— — 


48 INTRODUCTION, 


well as temporal, diſtinguiſhed themſelves by the ſpirit 
and liberality of their remarks on this intereſting occa- 
ſion. The earl of Wharton, knowing at the time the 
queen to be in the houſe incognita, took the opportunity 
to obſerve, that if the revolution was not lawful, many 
in that houſe, and vaſt numbers out of it, were guilty 
of bloodſhed and treaſon; and that the queen herſelf 
was no legal ſovereign, ſince the beſt title ſhe had to the 
crown was her parliamentary title, founded on the revo- 
lution. Dr. Wake, biſhop of Lincoln, remarked, that 
by falſe and injurious repreſentations men had been made 
to believe the church to be in danger, when in reality it en- 
joyed the moſt perfect ſecurity ; but that ſuch invectives, if 
not timely corrected, might kindle ſuch heat and animoſi- 
ties as would truly endanger both church and ſtate. And 


Burnet, biſhop of Sarum, juſtified the principle of re- 
ſiſtance 


for liberty as we have done.” — Could it poſſibly have entered into the 
imagination of this patriotic ſpeaker, to accuſe any one: of ſedition for 
teaching that the people have a right, while in the ſame breath he ac- 
cuſed Dr. 8. of a high offence ſor teaching that the people have not a 
right, to depoſe their governors for miſconduct ?—And will it be pre- 
tended by thoſe who have the audacity to bring forward ſuch prepoſ- 
terous charges, that they agree in 4/ points of political theory and 
practice with the Whigs of the revolution! 

« If,” ſays Sir Joſeph Jekyl, “ this doctrine of unlimited non- 
reſiſtance prevail, we muſt give up our right to the laws and liberties 
of the kingdom, and hold them only during pleaſure, —Hath not this 

principle of unlimited non- reſiſtance been revived by the profeſſed and 
undiſguiſed friends of the pretender? The law is the only meaſure of 
the prince's authority and the people's ſubjection, and it derives its 
being and efficacy from common coNSENT; though patriarchal! or 
other fantaſtical ſchemes have been ſramed to reſt the authority of the 
law upon.“ —It is plain therefore, that as the general theory of this 
juſtly applauded manager perfectly accords with that which it is now 
the faſhion to explode, the theories which eſſentially vary from it, on 
whatever grounds the ingenuity of their inventors may place them, 
mult be ranked amongſt the number cf thoſe fantaſtical ſebemes, which 
vir Joſeph Jckyl reje &s with indignation and contempt 
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ſiſtance without reſerve. He mentioned the conduct of 
queen Elizabeth, who had aſſiſted the French, the Scots, 
and the Hollanders, in reſiſting their reſpective ſovereigns, 
and who was ſupported in this practice both by her par- 
liaments and her convocations. He obſerved that king 
Charles I. had aſſiſted the city of Rochelle; and that 
Mainwaring had incurred the ſevereſt cenſure of parlia- 
ment, for broaching the doctrine of the divine right of 
kings :—that though this became afterwards a faſhionable 


doctrine, yet its moſt zealous aſſertors were the firſt to 
reſiſt, when actually ſuffering under oppreſſion. He ſaid 


that by inveighing againſt the revolution, the toleration, 
and the union, the delinquent at their lordſhips' bar had 
arraigned and attacked the queen herſelf ; ſince her ma- 
jeſty had a diſtinguiſhed ſhare in the firſt, had. often de- 
clared ſhe would maintain the ſecond, and that ſhe 
looked upon the third as the moſt glorious event of her 
reign. He affirmed, that this audacious libeller had 
likewiſe caſt the moſt ſcandalous reflections upon her 
majeſty's miniſters z and that he had, in particular, drawn 


the portrait of a noble peer then preſent, in colors ſo 


lively, and had fo plainly pointed him out by a vile and 
ſcurrilous epithet, which he would not repeat, that it 
was impoſſible to miſtake in making the application. — 
This unintentional farcaſm on the lord treaſurer ſome- 
what diſcompoſed the gravity of the houſe ; and in vio- 
lation of dignity and decorum, the biſhop was called 
upon to name him; which, in the fervor of his zeal, 
and in the wanderings of that mental abſence for which 


he was remarkable, he might perhaps have done, had 


not the lord chancellor interpoſed, and declared that no 
peer was obliged to ſay more than he himſelf ſhonld 
deem proper. In concluſion, Sacheverel was, after high 
debates, found guilty of a miſdemeanor, by a majority 


of ſeventeen voices s only” ; and he was adjudoed to be 
Vol. . 33 55 - 
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ſuſpended 
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ſuſpended from preaching for the ſpace of three years, and 
his ſermon ordered to be publicly burat. And to the ſame 


flames was alſo ſomewhat whimſically, though deſervedly, 
committed the famous decree of the univerſity of Oxford, 


paſſed near thirty years before, aſſerting the abſolute 
authority and indefeaſible right of princes. This mild 
ſentence, which caſt an air of ridicule over the whole 


proceedings, was conlidered as equivalent to an acquittal 


by the Tory faction, who celebrated their triumph by 
bonfires and illuminations, not only in London, but over 
the whole kingdom. Theſe rejoicings were ſucceeded by 
numerous addreſſes expreſſive of a zealous attachment 
to the church, and an utter deteſtation of all anti-mo- 
narchical and republican principles. And in a progreſs 
which Sacheverel afterwards made into a remote part of 
the country, he was ſumptuouſly entertained by the 
univerſity of Oxford, invited to the palaces of different 
noblemen, received in many towns by the magiſtrates in 
their formalities, and generally attended by a numerous 


eſcort of horſe. In other places the hedges were orna- 


mented with garlands of flowers, the ſteeples were co- 
vered with ſtreamers and flags, and the air every-where 
reſounded with the cry of The Church and Sache- 
verel !” The enthufiaſm ſpread like a contagion through 


all ranks and orders of the people. Men ſeemed to ſuffer 


a temporary dereliction of ſenſe and underſtanding, and 


the mob and the nation were for a time terms of the ſame 


import. No martyr ſuffering in the glorious cauſe of 
civil and religious liberty was'ever perhaps ſo much the 


object of public applauſe and veneration, as this wretched 


and fanatical preacher of nonſenſe, impiety, and ſedi- 

tion. „ = | 
Encouraged by the diſpoſition now univerſally preva- 
lent, the queen gave the firſt public indication of her 
total change of ſyſtem, by diſmiſſing the marquis of 
| ; | | Kent, 
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Kent, April 1710, and giving the office of chamberlain 
to the duke of Shrewſbury. In June, the ſeals were 
taken from the earl of Sunderland, and given to the 


carl of Dartmouth: and in Auguſt, the lord high trea- 


ſurer Godolphin was ordered to break his ſtaff; and the 
treaſury was put into commiſſion, earl Paulet being ap- 
pointed firſt commiſſioner. But this appointment was 


conſidered as merely nominal; Mr. Harley who was 


conſtituted chancellor of the exchequer, being regarded 
as chief, or rather ſole miniſter. In October, the queen 
came in perſon to the council, and ordered a proclama- 
tion to be iſſued for diſſolving the parliament ; upon 
which the lord chancellor roſe to ſpeak ; but the queen 
declared that ſhe would admit of no debate, for that 


 $UCH WAS HER PLEASURE. At the lametime ſhe diſ- 


miſſed the lord Somers, and made the earl of Rocheſter 
lord preſident of the council. The duke of Buckingham 


was declared lord ſteward, in the room of the duke of 


Devonſhire. The ſeals in the poſſeſſion of Mr. Boyle 
were given to Mr. St. John. The lord high chancellor 


 Cowper was ſucceeded by Sir Simon Harcourt. The earl 


of Wharton reſigned the government of Ireland ; and 
the earl of Orford, his ſeat at the head of the admiralty - 
The duke of Marlborough alone was ſtill ſuffered to re- 


tain his employments, which he was deterred from reſign- 
ing by the prefling entreaties of the emperor and the 


States-General, who conceived the fortune of the war to 
be in a great meaſure attached to his perſon. On his 
return from the enſuing campaign, he was however, as 
mention has already been made, diveſted of his command, 
which was immediately conferred upon the duke of 


Ormond. 


The parliament, which met in November, was com- 
poſed almoſt wholly of Tories, who eagerly ſought occa- 


ſion to diſplay their hatred to the principles and perſons 
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of their predeceſſors. An enquiry was ſet on foot in the 
houſe of peers into the conduct of the war in Spain: and 
the earl of Galway and general Stanhope, being Whigs, 


were cenſured for reſolving to adopt offenſive meaſures, 


at the opening of the campaign in 1707, contrary to the 
advice of the earl of Peterborough; which reſolution 
was with ſingular ſagacity voted to be the cauſe of the 
loſs of the battle of Almanza, with all its fatal conſe- 
quences : and the earl of Peterborough, a zealous Tory, 
was thanked for his great and eminent ſervices. Though 
the earl of Godolphin had been one of the moſt incor- 


rupt of miniſters, a vote of cenſure alſo paſſed upon him, | 


on pretence that his accounts were not regularly audited. 
For the fake of offering an indignity to the memory of 
king William, the houſe of commons ordered in a bill, 
empowering commiſſioners to examine all grants made 
by that monarch, and to report the value of them, and 
the conſiderations upon which they were beſtowed. This, 
however, was rejected by the lords. Great pains were 
taken to fix a ſtigma upon the character of the duke of 
Marlborough ; and the cuſtomary perquiſites which he 


received in the capacity of commander in chief were 


voted to be unwarrantable and illegal; and it was re- 
ſolved by the houſe, that the ſums ſo received ought to 
be accounted for as public property; and the queen or- 
dered the attorney general to commence a proſecution 
againſt the duke for money actually received by virtue of 
her own warrant. | . | 
Early in the year 1711, Harley was raiſed to the dig- 
nity of lord high treaſurer, and created earl of Oxford 
and earl Mortimer, About this period died Joſeph, 
emperor of the Romans. His brother, the arch-duke 
Charles, nominal king of Spain, was elected emperor 


without oppoſition. 'This event afforded a fair opening 


to renew the overtures for a general peace, which was 


now 
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now not leſs the object of the eager wiſhes of the court 
of London than that of Verſailles. After a ſecret, or, 


as it was ſtyled by the Whigs, a clandeſtine negotiation 


with the agents of the French court, protracted for 
many months, it was at laſt agreed, that Utrecht ſhould. 


be the place of congreſs, and that the conferences ſhauld 


be opened the firſt of January 1712. The new emperor, 
who was previouſly informed that Spain and the Indies 
were, by the conſent of England, to remain in the pol- 
ſeſſion of Philip, vehemently oppoſed the project of a 
treaty, by which he conſidered his intereſts as ſacrificed : 

aad the States-General themſelves acceded to it with 


much reluQance, and after long and repeated delays.— 


The Whigs exclaimed with all the violence of party rage 


againſt a plan of accommodation founded on this baſis, 


which they repreſented as fraught with treachery to 
our allies, and ruin to ourſelves. The ideas inculcated 
by the leaders, and ſwallowed by the dupes of the faction, 
are ſtrongly, though undeſignedly, depictured by biſhop 
Burnet; who gravely informs us, that when the queen 


condeſcended to aſk of him his ſentiments reſpecting 


peace, upon obtaining permiſſion to ſpeak his mind 
plainly, he told her Majeſty, “ That it was his opinion, 
that any treaty by which Spain and the Indies were left to 
king Philip, muſt in a little while deliver up all Europe 
into the hands of France. And if any ſuch peace ſhould 


be made, ſhe was betrayed, and we were all ruined. In 


leſs than three years time, ſhe would be murdered, and 
the fires would-be again kindled in Smithfield.” 
'The parliament being now convened, the earl of Not- 


tingham, after copiouſly expatiating on the dangers to 


be apprehended from leaving a prince of the houſe of 
Bourbon in poſſeſſion of the monarchy of Spain, moved, 


that a claufe might be added to the addreſs in an- 


{wer 
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ſwer to the ſpeech from the throne, repreſenting to her 
majeſty, « that in the opinion of that houſe, no peace 
could be ſafe or honorable to Great Britain or Europe, if 
Spain and the Indies were allotted to any branch of the 
houſe of Bourbon.” The previous queſtion being put 
upon this motion, it was carried in the affirmative by a 
ſingle vote; and the main queſtion by three voices, 


againſt the utmoſt efforts of the court. The earl of 


Nottingham was himſelf, one of the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
leaders of the Tory party ; but he was at this period, ex- 
tremely diſcontented at the aſcendency acquired by the 
earl of Oxford, under whom he would not deign to. act 
a ſubordinate part. The reward for the ſervice thus ren- 
dered to the Whigs was their ſupport, or rather acqui- 
eſcence, in a bill which the ſame nobleman now moved 
for leave to bring in againſt occaſional conformity; with- 
out which, as he ſaid, he was only an individual; but 
with it, an hoſt. As there was little doubt, from the 


preſent temper of the times, that this famous bill, ſo of- 


ten and fo ſtrongly agitated, would be revived, the 
Whigs made no ſcruple to permit the earl of Notting- 
ham to conciliate the confidence of his party, by being 
himſelf the mover of it, eſpecially as the penalties of the 
propoſed bill were much milder than they would proba- 


bly have been if introduced under the auſpices of the 
court. In conſequence of this previous agreement, the 
bill paſſed through both houſes with ſilence and rapidity. 


The diſſenters, however, who did not perfectly compre- 
hend theſe political and courtly manceuvres, loudly com- 


plained that they were deſerted by their friends, who 


endeavored in vain to perſuade them that they conſulted 
their intereſt in conſenting to their. oppreſſion, 

At this period prince Eugene arrived in England, be- 
ing charged with inſtructions from the emperor, to re- 
preſent to the queen, in terms the moſt urgent, the fatal 

| conſe- 


* 1 * 
$88 
2 29 
. 
"Ts 
N 
3 
2 
2 
1 
* 7 
BE 
37 x 
9 
BY 
* 
BS 
: 
N 


. 
* 
45, 


4 A - * * 9 7 
2 2 99 Fad : « — £ 

— n. %%%Fͤͤͤvꝗ II 3 
90 2 n » ow $A Fi nd 0 ORE 
j »ͤ—ůU˙!! jðᷣ ... ĩ gg es : Ta 9g e 
AN IE {£0 : N 8 As ate 7 ol CE Ons va aA 8 Vit" . r r 5 Fs a = 
* 5 IS . . e ht Og ET „ / UTE tated + © SEL 
_ Se EI H 2 e 2 - r WS 989 act 588 4 Oe Mane oe "RS 
Or WIT ORBIT II 1 3 Ord oe net EI JJV —_ E : 


n 
N BEM 


8 
8 5 
er re» LES op 
i NEO 3 
B 


* 


3 


T * ö 
is 7 * 0 * Dal R. 2 4 * = FS. D "2 2 
e oe ras 3 #55 8 25 ©, * LOWS = 5 . 
%))!!! DEE EE pet FT Ne n S Ie a 3 Oe Led gre tus. 
Tc T ERS fr 4 n E 
FFF... te dE as e 82 eee 
* Las * 7 7 * 


3 . * 2 
r 83 . = 
Es 8 9 £ „ 


; 1 
3 Oe Co AE ot IO AOL En - Sade 
3 COST . . * 3 ro h 7 2 S Het 4 1 
ee . . e pF 8 WT . \ 2 TTT N FM. 
OT RR i Ke WEL I er ns Se REY 353 DE i CRE I OL Ln OS 
ES 8 2 * N VE: 7 DEI AS 5 3 e EE OO SE SIR br LIEN 


2 


INTRODUCTION. T 


conſequenses which would attend the defection of Eng- 
jand from the alliance, and to propoſe a new plan for the 
future conduct of the war, in which his imperial majeſty 
would take upon himſelf a larger proportion of the bur 
den than had been required from his predeceſſors Leo- 


pold and Joſeph. The remonſtrances of his highneſs, 


however, produced no effect; and during his reſidence 
in London hie had even the mortification to ſee twelve 


peers created in one day, in order to ſecure a majority 


in favor of the court in the houſe of lords. When the 
time arrived for opening the campaign, prince Eugene 


' nevertheleſs received poſitive aſlurances from the new ge- 


neral, that he would concur with him in a vigorous pro- 
ſecution of the war; and when the prince inveſted Quet- 


noy, the duke of Ormond undertook to cover the ſiege: 


but when the place was on the point of ſurrender, his 
highneſs was informed by the Britiſh commander, that 
an armiſtice was agreed upon between the two crowns 6f 
England and France; and that he was obliged, by his 
inſtructions, immediately to begin his march towards 
Dunkirk, in order to embark his forces for England. 
The prince in vain expoſtulated with the duke on the 
unparalleled baſeneſs of this violation of national faith 


and honor, and the danger and ruin which might enſue 


upon this deſertion. The duke was immoveable, and 
ordered the ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities to be proclaimed by 
ſound of trumpet : but the foreign troops in the pay of 
Great Britain unanimouſly refuſed to obey his grace's 


orders. Notwithſtanding the departure of Ormond, 


prince Eugene immediately on the ſurrender of Queſnoy 
inveſted Landreci ; but the hiſtory of this campaign, af- 
ter the ſeparation of the Britiſh forces, is the recital of a 
continued ſeries of loſſes and diſaſters. Marechal Vil- 
Jars, after eng a part of the allied army at Denain, 

proceeded 


11 
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proceeded to Marchiennes, which contained the prince's 


grand dep/t of military ſtores. After the reduction of 


Marchiennes, he undertook the ſiege of Douay, which 


compelled the prince to raiſe that of Landreci, without 
however being able to ſave Douay. And before the end 
of the campaign, the French alſo retook Queſnoy and 


Bouchaine. So that the triumph of Villars was com- 


plete, and the allies were overwhelmed with ſhame and 


conſternation. In the beginning of Auguſt, Mr. Secre- 


tary St. John, now created viſcount Bolingbroke, went 


incagnito to the court of Verſailles, in order, by his pre- 


ſence, to obviate all obſtacles to the treaty between 
France and England. And a total ſuſpenſion of hoſtili- 
ties by fea and land, for the ſpace of four months, was 


quickly agreed upon; but the treaty was not ſigned in 


form till the April ſucceeding. All the powers of the al- 
liance, the emperor excepted, at length acceded to the 


terms preſcribed by England, which were much leſs ad- 


vantageous than rhoie voluntarily offered by France two 


years before. Louis ſaw the impolitic ardor with which 


the Britiſh miniſter purſued and even courted peace, and 


wiſely improved it to his own benefit. M. Meſnager, the 


original negociator of the treaty, informs us, that when 


ſetting out from Paris, the king of France ſaid to him, 


Jam of opinion that Harley and his new party may 
ſtand in as much need of peace as of victory; and 
that they may want me as much as I want them “.“ 


And 


The innate goodneſs of the queen's diſpoſition, and her artleſs ſim- 
plicity, are ſtrongly marked by a circumſtance related by M, Meſnager, 


who tells us, that on being introduced by a certain nobleman private- 


ly to the queen at Kenſington, her majeſty ſaid, “ My lord * * * 
here has given me an account of what ſteps you have taken—You may 
let him hear what you have to ſay,” M. Meſnager bowed, but was 
prevented replying by the queen's addrefiing herſelf to the nobleman; 

| aſter 
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And he adds, that it was impoſſible to deſcribe tlie tran- 


ſports of joy the king was in at the news of the diſſolu- 


tion of the Whig parliament. A ſeparate peace was at 
laſt concluded November 1713, at Al-Raſtadt, between 
the emperor and France; by which the former acknow- 
ledged the title of the king of Spain and Naples, Mi- 
lan, Sardinia, and the Low Countries were ceded to the 
houſe of Auſtria. 

A new parliament being convened in e de- 
bates ran, if poſſible, higher than ever between the two 
ſtate factions. Theſe were occaſioned chiefly by the 
fears and jealouſies entertained by the Whigs, that the 
proteſtant ſucceſſion was in danger, from the ſecret de- 
ſigns of the miniſters of the crown in favor of the Preten- 
der; though it muſt be acknowledged, no very clear 
proof has yet been adduced that any ſuch deſigns were 


ſeriouſly harbored. „It was eaſy to ſee,” ſays M. Meſ- 


nager, “ that ſeveral who were near the queen had in- 


clinations favorable to the court of St. Germains; but 
they could not make it practicable, as they all ſaid, to 
take any ſteps in that intereſt, without hazard to heir 


own + and I never found they had a true zeal for any 
thing elſe,” OxrorD and BoLinGBROKE, the two 
principal leaders of adminiſtration, had long been at va- 
riance, and the diſſenſion between them now became 
open and public. Oxford was a man not remarkable for 


capacity, but long and intimately converſant in buſineſs ; 


cloſe, plauſible, ſubtle, jealous, intriguing, and ambiti- 


ous. He aimed at engrofling the entire confidence of 


2 TY 0 . 


after which ſhe again turned to M. Meſnager, and ſaid, * Tis a good 


Work; I pray God ſucceed you in it: I am ſure I long for peace; IL 


hate this dreadful work of blood: — and ſhook her head two or three 


times as ſhe retired, adding ſome words, which M. Meſnager tells us 
he was extremely ſorry he was not able to overhear, Vide Meſnager's 
Memoirs, 


Wi INTRODUCTION. 


the queen, and the ſole management of affairs: and in- 
ſtead of admitting Bolingbroke to the rank of a coadju- 
tor, he viewed him with meanneſs of fear and ſuſpicion; 
as a competitor, by whom he dreaded to be eclipſed and 
perhaps. ſupplanted. On the other hand, Bolingbroke 
finding himſelf regarded in the light of a rival, made no 
ſcruple to become ſo. This celebrated nobleman, ex- 
cluſive of the exterior and perſonal advantages by which. 
he was diſtinguiſhed, was poſſeſſed of abilities of the firſt 
order, of manners the moſt captivating, of eloquence 
the moſt commanding. In almoſt every thing, the re- 
verſe of the earl of Oxford; his temper was open and 
generous 3 his conduct, both in public and private life, 
high-ſpirited and magnanimous ; and his meaſures bold 
and deciſive. Equally with Oxford the ſlave of ambi- 
tion, and leſs ſcrupulous in the means of gratifying it, 
there was good reaſon to fear leſt 2 miniſter of this de- 
ſcription, in order to ſecure the favor of the ſovereign, 
who cheriſhed a ſecret but inveterate diſlike to the houſe - 
of Hanover, would engage with ardor in the profecution 
of projects, which the phlegmatic caution of Oxford 
would deem romantic and impracticable, and which were 
alſo abhorrent from his feelings and principles. While 
Oxford entirely loſt the confidence of the Tories, which 
indeed he never perfectly poſſeſſed, by his ſlowneſs, du- 
plicity, and indeciſion; Bolingbroke gained ground, both 
with the queen and the faction, by the ſuperiority of 
his talents, his firmneſs and vigor. Reſolute and dar- 
ing, from that conſciouſneſs of genius which led him 
to place an entire reliance upon the reſources of his own 
mind, he very early acquired, and ever after maintained, 
in a degree which no political leader ſince the death of 
Shafteſbury had been able to attain, the moſt ſurpriſing 


aſcendency over the opinions of all his political aſſociates. 
It 
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It is difficult to conjecture, however, under what pre- 
tence or color any attempt could have been made to ſub- 
vert the proteſtant ſucceſſion, for which both parties 
publicly and uniformly profeſſed the moſt zealous attach- 
ment. In the beginning of March, the queen, whoſe 
health was much affected by the violence of thoſe parties 
which ſhe found herſelf unable to control, and the ſtill 
more diſtreſſing animoſities and contentions of her own 
miniſters, went in perſon to the houſe of lords; and af- 
ter magnifying the advantages ſecured to England by the 


late treaty of peace, ſhe obſerved, «+ That ſome perſons 
had been ſo malicious as to inſinuate, that the proteſtant 


ſucceſſion in the houſe of Hanover was in danger under 


her government; but that thoſe who endeavored to diſ- 


tract the minds of men with imaginary dangers, could 
only mean to diſturb the public tranquillity.” This de- 
claration was much better received by the commons than 
in the houſe of peers, where the Whigs were very nu- 


merous and powerful. The queſtion being propoſed by 


the ear] of Wharton, Whether the proteſtant ſucceſſion 
was in danger under the preſent adminiſtration ? a very 
warm debate enſued ; and the lord treaſurer Oxford, lay- 


ing his hand upon his heart, declared, that he had on 


ſo many occaſions given ſuch ſignal proofs of affection 
to the proteſtant ſucceſſion, that he was confident no 
member of that auguſt aſſembly could ever mean to call 
it in queſtion. The proteſtant ſucceſſion was at length 
voted out of danger by a ſmall SANE *. The earl of 

Wharton 


* Upon this occaſion the earl of Angleſea, who had the reputation 
of being at the head of the Trimmers, divided with the Whigs. And 
it has been ſhrewdly ſuggeſted, that the reaſon why ſo many of this 
claſs voted the proteſtant ſucceſſion to be in danger, was their firm per- 
ſuaſion that it was perſectly ſafe. © The art of the Whigs,” ſays lord 
-4 5 | Bolingbroke, 


60 DDr 
Wharton then moved, that an addreſs ſhould be preſent- 
ed to the queen, to iſſue a proclamation, promiſing a 
reward to any perſon who ſhould apprehend the Preten- 
der, dead or alive; to which lord Trevor very humanely 
and properly propoſed to add, * in caſe of his landing, 
or attempting to land, in Great Britain or Ireland.” 'To 


the motion, thus mitigated and modified, the houſe 
agreed; and on its being preſented to the queen, fhe re- 


plicd in the following terms: „ My lords, it would be a 
real ſtrengthening to the ſucceſſion in the houſe of Ha- 
nover, as well as a ſupport to my government, that an 
end were put to thoſe groundleſs fears and jealouſies 
which haye been ſo induſtriouſſy propagated. I do not, 


at this time, fee any occaſion for ſuch a proclamation : 


whenever I judge it to be neceſſary, I ſhall give my or- 
ders for having it iſſued.” The next ſtep which the ne- 
ver- ccaſing jcalouſy of the Whigs led them to adopt, 
was, to perſuade the court of Herenhauſen to order ba- 
ron Schutz, the Hanoverian envoy, to demand of the 
chancellor a writ for the electoral prince as duke of 
Cambridge, with a view to his refidence in England. 
Of this deſign the queen, however, expreſſed her diſap- 
probation to the princeſs Sophia, in terms ſo ſtrong, that 
it was thought expedient to lay it aſide. The death of 


the electreſs taking place at this period, the elector of 


Brunſwic was, by an order of the court, prayed for by 
name in all churches and chapels throughout England, 
25 preſumptive heir to the Engliſh crown. In May, a 


Bolinghroke, © was to blend as undiſtinguiſhably as they could, all their 
party intereſts with thoſe of the ſucceſhon, and they made juſt the ſame 
factious uſe of the ſypps/ed danger of it, as the Tories had endeavored 
ta make ſome time before of the ſuppoſed danger of the church.“ 
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bill to prevents the growth of Schiſm was introduced : by 
which diſſenters were prohibited from all interference in 
the buſineſs of education. For though the evil effect 
was acknowledged to be without remedy, and therefore 
entitled to ſome indulgence, the evil cauſe, it was ſaid, 


ought to be prevented, and was therefore entitled to none, 
Notwithſtanding the utmoſt efforts of the Whigs, who 
were enflamed with a juſt indignation at this atrocious 


invaſion of the natural rights of mankind, this deteſtable 
bill paſſed through both houſes, and received the royal 
aſſent. This was however the laſt triumph of the Tory 
party, many of whom were undoubtedly diſpoſed to have 


gone far greater lengths. But the queen's conſtitution 


was now ſo entirely broken, that it was evident the ap- 
proached towards the concluſion of her life: and the mi- 
niſters of the crown, in the alarming proſpe& of her 


_ diſſolution, thought of little elſe than their private 1n- 


tereſts and perſonal ſafety. Oxford and Bolingbroks 
were now ſo exaſperated againſt each other, that they 


could not abſtain from the moſt indecent and bitter alter- 
cation, even in the preſence of the queen. Not a ſingle 


meaſure, however, was adopted at this critical period, 
by which it could be inferred that the miniſtry entertained 


deſigns hoſtile to the proteſtant ſucceſſion. On the con- 


trary, attempts having been made to enliſt men for the 


ſervice of the Pretender, a proclamation was immediate- 


ly iſſued, promiſing a reward of 5000). for apprehending 
the Pretender, whenever he ſhould land, or attempt to 
land, in Great Britain or Ireland. Both houſes voted 
an addreſs of thanks ſor this proclamation z and lord Bo- 
lingbroke himſelf brought in a bill, denouncing the pe- 
nalties of high treaſon againſt thoſe who ſhould enliſt, 
or be enliſted, -in the Pretenders ſervice. On the gth 
of July the ſeflion was terminated by a ſpeech from the 


throne, in which the queen afirmed, that her chief con- 


cern 


"ON | INTRODUCTION. 
cern was to preſerve the proteſtant religion, the liberty 
of her ſubjects, and the tranquillity. of the kingdom. 
On the 27th of July the earl of Oxford was unexpected- 
ly diveſted of the ſtaff of treaſurer; and Bolingbroke 
found himſelf elevated to the ſummit. of power, by the 
ſudden and total fall of his rival. This ſplendid pre- 
eminence, however, he enjoyed only for a moment. The 
queen, who was perceived to be extremely agitated from 
the time of the diſmiſſion of lord Oxford, never reco- 


vered her compoſure of mind ; but, as if altogether ex- 


hauſted by inceſſant fatigue, chagrin, and vexation, ſhe 
gradually funk into a kind of lethargy, in which ſtate ſhe 
remained till Sunday morning Auguſt 1 (1714), when 
ſhe expired, in the you year of her age, and the 1 1 95 of 
her reign. 

Whatever projects Bolingbroke might have in con- 
templation, they were entirely diſconcerted by the firm- 
neſs and ſpirit with which the leaders of the Whig party 
acted upon this occaſion. A meeting of the privy coun- 
cil being convened when the queen was on the verge of 
departure, they took their places at the council-board 
without any regular ſummons, and immediately proceed- 
ed, by the moſt vigorous meaſures, to provide for the 
{ſecurity of the kingdom. Orders were diſpatched to 
ſeveral regiments of horſe and dragoons to march to- 
wards the metropolis. Directions were given for equip- 
ping a fleet with all expedition. An expreſs was ſent off 
to the elector of Hanover, ſignifying, that the queen's 


life was deſpaired of, and deſiring that he would without 


delay repair to Holland, where he would find a Britiſh 
ſquadron ready to convoy him to England. Inſtructions 
were at the ſame time diſpatched to the earl of Straf- 
ford, ambaſſador at the Hague, to demand from the 
ſtates the performance of their engagements, as guaran- 
tees of the proteſtant ſucceſſion; and the heralds at arms 
were 
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were kept in waiting, in order to proclaim the new king 
the inſtant the throne ſhould become vacant. No f ymp= 
toms of popular tumult or diſcontent however, much 
leſs of oppolition, appeared on this great occaſion ; and 


whatever might be intended, it is certain nothing was 


effected by the late queen and her miniſters in favor of 
the Pretender. 

The death of that princeſs muſt netekb 
upon the whole, be regarded as a very ſeaſonable and 


fortunate event. For, had Bolingbroke been fully ef 
tabliſhed in the poſt of prime miniſter, it is impoſſible 


to aſcertain the extent of the miſchief which might 
eventually have reſulted from the union of ſuch uncom- 
mon talents with ſuch a total want or diſregard of prin- 
ciple. The queen, however, merits our pity at leaſt 
as much as our cenſure, Her partiality for her own 
family, and her diſlike of the houſe of Hanover, were 


natural and pardonable. The queen's own political 


conduct, notwithſtanding her high theoretical princi- 
ples of government, was uniformly regulated by the 
ſtricteſt regard to the laws and liberties of the king- 


dom, for the welfare of which ſhe entertained even a 


maternal ſolicitude : and, if ever ſhe indulged the idea 
of cauſing the crown, at her deceaſe, to revert to the 
hereditary, and, doubtleſs, as ſhe imagined, the true 
and rightful claimant, it was certainly only on conditions, 
which, in her opinion, would have effectually ſecured 
both the proteſtant religion and the Engliſh cenie 


from the hazard of future violation. 
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EORGE-LOUIS, elector of Hanover, and head 
of the houſe of BRunswic-LUNENBURG, derived 
his deſcent from the blood-royal of England by his 
mother Sophia, daughter of Frederic, elector palatine 
and king of Bohemia; who married Elizabeth of Eng- 
land, only daughter of James I. It is evident there- 
fore, that the title of this prince was founded ſolely on 
the choice of the parliament, i. e. of the people or 
nation; and that the uſual order of ſucceſſion was en- 
tirely ſuperſeded. For, admitting the male line of the 
houſe of Stuart to have been extinguiſhed in the perſon 
of James II., the right of blood reſted in the houſe of 
Savoy, deſcended from Henrietta Ducheſs of Orleans, 


daughter of Charles I. And the princeſs Sophia herſelf 


being the youngeſt daughter of the unfortunate Palatine, 
more than fifty deſcendants of that prince prior in the 
order of ſucceſſion were paſſed over in the act of William, 
which ſettled the crown of England on the houſe of 
Hanover. 30 that the rights of the people were not only 
aſſerted, but exerciſed in their full extent: and the 
family upon the throne is indiſputably an elected family, 
though the general law or rule of ſucceſſion remains 
unaltered. The new monarch was, at the period of his 

Vor. „ 5 acceihon, 
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acceſſion, in the 35th year of his age, being born tlie 
day before the reſtoration of K. Charles II. The uni- 
form prudence with which this prince had conducted 
himſelf throughout the conflicts of the late reign, the 
general reſpectability of his character, and the auſpicious 
circumſtances which attended his elevation, ſeemed to 
augur calm and profperous days. The embers of civil 
diſcord and animoſity were extinguiſhed however only in 
appearance, and the violent meaſures which the King 
was unhappily perſuaded to adopt, ſoon tekindled not 
only the torch of ſedition but the flames of war. The 
kingdom might at this time be conſidered as divided with 
great nearneſs of equality into the two adverfe factions of 
Whigs and Tories; the latter of which, from the egre- 
gious indiſcretion of the Whigs in the fatal buſineſs of 


Sacheverel, had recently acquired a great addition of 


ſtrength and vigor. But it muſt not be imagined that all 


who were included in the appellation of Tories, who de- 
teſted the principles, civil and religious, maintained by 
the Whigs, as deſtructive of the ancient conſtitution. 


and orthodox faith, and who hated ſtill more the perſons 
of the Whigs than their principles, as their perpetual 
and implacable rivals for power, diſtinction, and popula- 


rity, were therefore attached as a party to the exiled 


family. Doubtleſs a great majority of them would have 
been ſeriouſly alarmed at any attempt to reſtore the ſon 
of the late king James to the throne, at leaſt while he 
remained a papiſt; and his notorious bigotry precluded 
almoſt every hope or expectation of his converſion to 
proteſtantiſm. Previous to the æra of the revolution, 


the ſpeculative line of diſcrimination between the two 
grand factions of the ſtate, now gradually fading into 


obſcurity, was clearly and ſtrongly marked. The WHICGCS 


maintained civil government to be an ite en of human 
origin and er, conſonant indeed to the divine 


wil, 
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will, as eſſential to the order and happineſs of the moral 
creation. The powers veſted in the civil magiſtrate they 
regarded therefore as a delegation or truſt from the peo- 
ple : and it was a neceſſary conſequence of this doctrine, 
that the individuals entruſted with theſe powers were 
ultimately reſponſible to the people for the exerciſe of 
them, and liable to be degraded and puniſhed for the 
They aſſerted that there were unalien- 
able rights inherent in human nature, for the preſerva- 
tion of which, government was originally inſtituted; 
amongſt the chiefeſt and moſt important of which they 
accounted the right which every man poſſeſſes of wor- 
ſhipping GoD, not according to a decree of the ſtate, but 
to the dictates of his own conſcience. In other words, 
they maintained the principle of ToLERATIoN, not as a 
matter of favor, but of juſtice. And this principle was 
conſidered by them as violated, not only by laws pro- 
feſſedly penal, but by any excluſion from the common 
rights and privileges of citizenſhip, founded not on any 


ſpecies of civil delinquency, but the mere unavoidavle 


diverſity of religious opinions. The Torts, on the 
other hand, rejected theſe doctrines with vehement in- 


dignation and abhorrence, as ſubverſive of the welfare, 


and even of the exiſtence, of civil ſociety. They aſſerted 
that government was expreſsly ordained of Gop, from 
whom alone princes derive their authority, and to whom 
alone they were reſponſible for their actions that to 


reſiſt the will of the Sovereign, was in effect to reſiſt the 


will of Gor—and that although, when the commands 
of the ſovereign were directly oppoſed to the commands 
of Gop, an active obedience could not be lawfully 


yielded; yet even in theſe extreme caſes it was the duty 


of the ſubject quietly to ſubmit to all the conſequences of 


his non-compliance : and that paſſive obedience and non,. 


reſiſtance were at all times and in all caſes right and obli- 
e F 2 gatory, 
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gatory, where active obedience became either criminal or I 
impracticable. They were far from denying that it was 1 


the duty of the prince to conſult and provide for the wel- 
fare and happineſs of the people, as the great end of his 
government; but for any neglect or contempt of this 
duty, there was, as they aſſerted, no lawful remedy but 5 
humble petition and remonſtrance. That the people had 0 . 
rights, they admitted; but theſe rights were not to be 1 
defended by force. In the number of theſe rights, how- 
ever, they did not include the right of private judgment 
in religion. They conceived it to be the duty of indivi- 
duals to acquieſce in that formula of doctrines, and to 
conform to that mode of worſhip, which the wiſdom of Y 
the ſtate had provided; that to oppoſe private to public b 
opinion was in all caſes preſumptuous and unwarrantable; "= 
and in matters of religion more eſpecially dangerous, and 
doubly culpable, as a contemptuous defiance of the united 
authority of church and ftate*, Subſequent to the revo 
lution, however, in which great tranſaction the Tories 

had taken a very laudable and decided part, they appear 
to have been much embarraſſed to maintain the credit 
and conſiſtency of their ſyſtem, At the trial of Sache- 
verel, the duke of Leeds, ſo famous under his former 
title of earl of Danby, and who had himſelf given a 
noble proof of his patriotiſm by ſigning the invitation to 
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+ or * 


the 

That this delineation of the principles by which the two great par- : 
ties in the ſtate were diſtinguiſhed is accurate and juſt, may be demon- „ 
ſtrated by an appeal to that perſect ſtandard of Toryiſm and High- 1 


churchiſm, the ever-memorable decree of the univerſity of Oxford, _* 
paſſed in full convocation, July 21, 1683, and -preſented to the King | 
(Charles II.), July 24, © The Vics-Cuancerttior, doctors, proctors, 
and maſters, regent and not regent, met in convocation, decree, judge, 
and declare, to the honor of the holy and undivided Trinity, the pre- 
ſervation of the catholic truth in the church, and that the king's ma- 
jeſty may be ſecured from the machirations of treacherous heretics and 
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the prince of Orange, ſcrupled not to declare the revo- 
tation to be an event, however urgent the political neceſ- 
ſity of it, utterly irreconcileable with any juſt principles 
of government; that thoſe who examined it leaſt there- 
fore were its beſt friends; and that a veil ought to he 


thrown over that tranſaction, inſtead of quoting it as a 


precedent fit and proper for imitation®. Many of this 
| | party 


ſchiſmatics—all and every of the following propoſitions (cum multis 
aliis) to be falſe, ſeditious, and i impious, and deſtructive of all govern- 


ment in church aud ſtate, 


* * KR * * * 


" All civil government is derived originally from the people. 
* * * * * * 


" That there is a mutual compact, tacit or expreſs, between a prince 
and his ſubjects, and that if * perform not his duty, they are 3 


from theirs. 
N + * X X * 


« That if lawful governors become tyrants, or govern otherwiſe 
than by the law of Gop and Man they ought to do, they forfeit the 
right they had unto their government, | 

* * * * * * 
The ſovereignty of England is in three eſtates—viz. king, lords, 


and commons; the king having but a co-ordinate or ſubordinate power, 
* * * * * * | 


« Self-preſervation is the fundamental law of nature, and ſuperſedes 


all others whenſoe ver they ſtand in competition with it, 
* * X * * * 


© There is no obligation upon chriſtians to Paſſive obedience, when 


the prince commands any thing contrary to the laws. 


* * * * #* * | 
< Tt is not lawful for ſuperiors to impoſe any thing in the worſhip of 
Gow that is not antecedently neceſſary. = 
* * * * * 
e Wicked kings and tyrants ought to be put to death; and if the 
judges and inferior magiſtrates will not do their 2, the power of the | 
{word devolves to the people.“ 


* Nothing is more common or eaſy than for perſons who are far re- 
moved from the embarraſſments and temptations incident to thoſe who 
eccupy diſtinguiſhed Nations in public life, to cenſure che leaſt deviation 

from 


70 k. GEORGE l. 


party fatisfied themſelves with the notion of an abdica- 
tion on the part of the monarch, and aſſerted with 
Sacheverel himſelf, in defiance of facts, that the nation 
did not reſiſt. The generality of the Tories, however, 
including almoſt the whole body of the clergy, highly 
offended with the unexpected advancement of the prince 
of Orange to the throne, adopted the famous diſtinction 
of a king de fas, and a king de jure: and by yielding a 
paſſive obedience to the monarch in poſſeſſion, they flat- 
tered themſelves that they conſulted their intereſt with- 
out abandoning their principle. After the death of the 
duke of Glouceſter, the MaRcELLUs of England, the 
national deteſtation of popery, which equally pervaded 
all parties, induced the Tories to acquicſce in the parlia- 
mentary ſettlement of the crown on the houſe of Hano- 
ver. as the leaſt of two great evils, without appearing 
very ſolicitous, after the lapſe of ſo many years, to recon- 
cile their practice with a theory the original unccntami- 
natcd dignity of which it was no longer poflible for them 
to maintain. The Whigs, on the contrary, had ever 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves by the ardor of their zeal fox 
the Hanover ſucceflion Nor would the ſtrength of their 
attachment to that houte have been ſhaken or impaired 


dy 


from the rigid line of rectitude, in terms of harſh and indiſcriminate 
feverity ; thus indirectly aſſerting their own claim to the praiſe of im- 

maculate and incorruptible integrity, beyond the poſſibility of confuta- 
tion; though there may perhaps ariſe a /u/picion that, in the hour of 
trial and danger, the patriotiſm and public ſpirit of the ac.uſed might 
be found beyond all compariſon to ſurpaſs that of their dogmatical and 
virulent accuſers, who would fain perſuade us that rhere is no virtue 
in men whoſe conduct indicates any mixture of human weaknels and 
infirmity.— Theſe obſervations are particularly applicabie to the earl of 
Danby, who more thai; redeemed his political errors and delinquencies 
by the glorious ardor with which, at the extreme hazard of his life and 
fortune, he concurred in the original formation, and ſubſequent happy | 
and ſucceſeful accompliſt ment, ef the ever memerable revolution, 
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by any recantations or proteſtations, however frequent or 
ſolemn, on the part of the Pretender. Under the ban- 
ners of this party, the diſſenters of all denominations 
ranged themſelves with eagerneſs ; and in à political view 
they might be conſidered as directly oppoſed to the Jaco- 
bites, who regarded the SeCtaries with peculiar malipnity, 


and who, under the general denomination of Tories, 


ſought for occaſions of ſubverting the preſent eſtabliſh- 
ment, with anxiety as inceſſant as the diſſenters to fortify 
and ſecure it. Under theſe circumſtances, it is no won- 
der that the king ſhould entertain a ſtrong predilection 
for the Whigs; and being educated in the principles of 
Lutheraniſm, which bear a nzarer analogy to preſbyte- 


rianiſm than to epiſcopacy, he regarded the diſſenters 


with favor, as men whoſe political and religious opinions 
rendered them his firmeſt and moſt unalterable friends 
and it is ſaid that, the unfortunate fate of king Charles I. 
being once mentioned in his preſence, as a proof of their 
implacable animoſity to kings, he replied with a pleaſant 
indifference, ** that he had nothing to fear, for that the 
king-killers were all on his ſide.? Convinced that no 


danger was to be apprehended on the death of the 


queen, either from foreign or domeſtic enemies, he ap- 
peared in no haſte to leave Herenhauſen ; and it was not 
till the middle of September that he arrived in England, 
which exhibited every where the appearance of ſatisfacti- 
on and tranquillity. 'The king of France, of whom 
alone any jealouſy could be entertained, ordered, on the 
firſt intelligence of the demiſe of the queen, M. D'Ib- 
berville, his envoy extraordinary at the court of London, 


to declare, in the moſt explicit terms, his reſolution to 


adhere to the terms of the late treaty, and his ſincere 
deſire to maintain the moſt perfect amity and good un- 


dle rſtanding with the new ſovereign : and count Konigſeg, 
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the imperial ambaſſador, offered, in the name of the 
emperor his maſter, any number of troops that might be 
wanred at this criſis, to ſupport the authority of govern- 
ment. Previous to the departure of the king from Ha- 
nover, notwithſtanding the preſent fair and flattering 
appearances, he had tranſmitted orders to the regency*, 
conſiſting of the ſeven great officers of ſtate, and certain 
other perlons appointed in virtue of an act paſſed in the 
late reipn, to remove lord Bolingbroke from his poſt of 


ſecretary of ſtate, and to ſeal up the doors of his office. 


'This was ominous of the change of miniſtry, which took 


place immediately on his aſſumption of the regal power. 


And it was no leſs abſolute and deciſive than that which 
preceded it, A. D. 1710. The earl of Halifax was 


made firſt commiſſioner of the treaſury, the king refuſing 


to create a lord high treaſurer ; not chooſing, as he ſaid, 


that there ſhould be any greater man in the kingdom than 


himſelf. 


* For the mere purpoſe of embarraſſing the Whigs, a motion had 


deen made iu parkament by the Tories, A. D. 1705, for an addreſs 


to the queen, beleeching her majeſty to invite the princeſs Sophia, pre- 
ſumptive heireſs to the crown, to reſide within the realm. The Whigs 
raiſed their credit extremely with the queen, to whom this motion was 
very offenſive, by the ſtrenuous oppoſition which they heſitated not ts 
give to it; and in order to preſet ve their credit with the nation, a bill 
was brought in, under the ſanction of the Whig miniſtry, for ſecuring 
the proteſtant ſucceſſion ; by which, in caſe of the queen's demiſe, the 
executive power of governnient was veſted in the perſons holding the 
offices of archbiſhop of Canterbury, lord Chancellor, lord Treaturer, 
lord Preſident, lord Privy Seal, lord High Admiral, and lord Chief 
Juſtice of the queen's bench, in conjunction with certain other perſons, 
nominated as regents by the ſuccefſor in three liſts to be tcaled up and 
depoſited with the archbiſhop of Canterbury, the lord Chancellor, and 
the miniſter reſidentiary of Hanover, This bill the Tories in their turn 


oppoſed with violence; but it paſſed by a great majority, and with the 


general approbation of the nation and the Tories, by their injudicious 
conduct in the whole of this tranſaction, afforded their rivals a great 


and deciſive advantage. 
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himfelf. Lord Townſhend and general Stanhope were 
nominated ſecretaries of ſtate, and to them was chiefly 
committed the direction of foreign affairs. The earl of 
Nottingham, the only Tory admitted into the new ad- 
miniſtration, was declared preſident of the council, the 
former council being previouſly diſſolved. Lord Cowper 
was reinſtated in the high office of chancellor; the com- 
mand of the army reſtored to the duke of Marlborough; 
the privy ſeal given to the earl of Wharton, and lord 
Sunderland appointed to the government of Ireland.— 
Hitherto no more was done than might have been with 


_ certainty expected: no more than the attachments and 


even the intereſts of the new government might reaſon- 
ably perhaps be thought to require. But it quickly ap- 
peared that meaſures of great ſeverity, amounting to al- 
moſt a general proſcription of the Tory party, were de- 
termined upon by the Whigs, who were now in full and. 
excluſive poſſeſſion of the government; and whoſe power 
feemed eftabliſhed on a baſis fo firm, as might, if the 
ſpirit of equity and moderation had influenced their 


. councils, have inclined them to a milder and more tem- 


perate ſyſtem of policy. The parliament, which aſſem- 


bled in March 1715, was compoſed almoſt entirely of 


Whigs, who were well diſpoſed to ſecond the moſt vin- 
dictive meaſures which could be ſuggeſted by the admi- 
niſtration : „ For the miniſters,” ſays lord Bolingbroke, 
ce whoſe true intereſt it muſt always be to calm the minds 
of men, were upon this occaſion the tribunes of the 
people.” © © 

The royal proclamation convoking this aſſembly con- 
tained in it the following indiſcreet expreſſions ; & It 
having pleaſed Almighty Gop, by moſt remarkable ſteps 
of his providence, to bring us ſafe to the crown of this 
kingdom, notwithſtanding the deſigns of evil men, we 


do not doubt that our loving ſubjects will, in the enſuing 


elections» 


W 
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elections, have particular regard to ſuch as ſhewed a 
firmneſs to the proteſtant ſucceſſion when it wwas in dan- 
ger.” This was ſtyled by fir William Wyndham, a mem- 


ber conſpicuous for his parliamentary talents, no lefs 


than his zealous attachment to the Tory intereſt, « an 


unprecedented and unwarrantable exertion of the prero- 
gative, and of dangerous conſequence to the very being 
of parliaments,” for which, having refuſed to apologize, 
he was, by order of the houſe, reprimanded by the 
ſpeaker, who intimated that it was owing to the extra- 
ordinary lenity of the houſe, that he was not committed 
to the tower. Sir William Wyndham in reply declared, 


4e that he was neither conſcious of offering any indignity 


to his majeſty, nor of violating the privileges of that 
houſe ; and that he had therefore no thanks to give 
thoſe gentlemen, who, under pretence of lenity, had 
brought this cenſure upon him.” This incident ſuf- 


Heiently indicated the temper of the houſe, the attention 
of which was however quickly engaged by far greater 


objects, in conſequence of official information from gene- 
ral Stanhope and Mr. Walpole, a man of diſtinguiſhed 
ability, and who had in the late reign ſuffered ſeverely 


for his attachment to the Whig intereſt, under the re- 


collection of which he yet ſmarted*, that the papers 
found in the office of the late lord Bolingbroke would 


afford ample ground for impeaching various of the mem 


bers of the former adminiſtration, which they affirmed to 


be the moſt wicked and _— that had ever fat at the 
helm 


* In the feſſion of parliament 1711, Mr, Walpole, on pretence of 
a dezceur of loco guineas (aid to have been received by him, or with his 
conſent, from the profits of a certain government contract made by 
him when ſecretary at war, was voted guilty of an high breach of truſt 


and notorious corruption, was committed priſoner to the tower, and 


expelled the houle, and a proſecution ordered to be inſtitutt d againſt 
him, | 
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elm of affairs in this country. This nobleman, who 
had hitherto preſerved the appearance of great ſerenity z 
attending and even taking a part, as uſual, in the de- 
bates of the houſe of lords; now withdrew with great 
precipitation to the continent. In the beginning of 
April general Stanhope laid before the houſe of commons 
all the papers relating to the negociations of the late 
miniſtry with France, which were immediately referred 
to a ſelect committee of twenty-one perſons; and in June 
Mr. Walpole, as chairman, made the report, in which 
the ſecret preliminaries ſigned with M. Meſnager, the 
ſuſpeniion of arms, the ſcizure of Ghent and Bruges by 
the duke of Ormond, lord Bolingbroke's journey to Paris, 
and ſeparate conferences with the French miniſtry ; in a 
word, all the meaſures which preceded or facilitated the 
concluſion of the peace of Utrecht, were ſtated as highly 


criminal. And Mr. Walpole, boldly aſſerting that to 


vindicate theſe meaſures was in a manner to ſhare the 


guilt of them, terminated the report by impeaching 


Henry lord viſcount Bolingbroke of HIGH TREASON, 
and lord Coningſby immediately ſtanding up, exclaimed, 
The worthy chairman has impeached the hand, but I 
impeach the head—T impeach Robert earl of Oxford and 


earl Mortimer of high treaſon.“ On the 21ſt of June 


general Stanhope impeached the duke of Ormond of high 


treaſon ; and the day following Mr. Aiflabie impeached 


the earl of Strafford of high crimes and miſdemeanors. 
And ſuch was the temper of the houſe, that theſe im- 


peachments were for the moſt part carried without dif- 


ficulty, and almoſt without a diviſion It is notwith- 
ſtanding very hard to diſcover upon what conſtitutional 
grounds any of theſe impeachments could be voted, and 
much leſs how the charges contained in them could amount 
to the crime of high treaſon. The meaſures adopted by 
the late Tory miniſtry were, it muſt be allowed, diſ- 


grace: ful 


76 


graceſul to the reputation, incompatible with the engage- 
ments, and in ſome points injurious to the intereſts, of 
the kingdom. But as nothing was done without the 
ſanction and concurrence of parliament, on what pre- 
tence of juſtice miniſters could be puniſhed for carrying 
into effect meaſures of ſtate policy which had received 
either the previous or ſubſequent approbation of the 
legiſlature, it ſeems difficult or rather impoſſible to deviſe. 
To miſlead or delude the parliament into a miſtaken ap- 
probation of any ſpecific meaſures of government by de- 
fective or erroneous information, is indeed an high of- 
fence : But to execute meaſures approved by the legiſla- 
ture, in conſequence of full and ſufficient information, 
cannot be criminal in individuals holding offices of re- 
ſponſibility, becauſe it is their duty to conform to the 
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public will; and to the legiſlature itſelf it would be ſole- 


ciſm and abſurdity to impute criminality. Of the im- 
peachment of the duke of Ormond in particular, a no- 
leman of unblemiſhed integrity, of honor without a 
ſtain, equally diſtinguithed by courteſy and courage; no 


leſs the ornament of his country than its defence; the 


injuſtice appears groſs and manifeſt. Of all the charges 


adduced againſt the late miniſtry, the ſuſpenſion of arms, 


which was productive of conſequences ſo diſaſtrous and 


fatal, was one of the moſt, or rather was incomparably 


the moſt ſerious, and of the greateſt magnitude. 


But 


it cannot be pretended that the duke of Ormond could 
or ought to exerciſe any diſcretion in this caſe : His or- 


ders were peremptory and poſitive, 


And for any mili- 


tary commander to aſſume, under ſuch circumſtances, a 
diſpenſing power, and to preſume to act in open contra- 
diction to the authority from which he derives his com- 
miſſion, would indeed call for and juſtify a parliamentary 
impeachment. The duke ſeeing the ſpirit of faction and 


revenge ſo ſtrongly predominate in the proceedings 
| againſt 


ge- 
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againſt him, followed lord Bolingbroke to the continent; ; 


and both theſe noblemen, irritated by perſecution, and 
deſtitute of reſource, entered into the ſervice of the 
court at St. Germaine's, now removed to Commerci in 
Lorraine, which received by this means a dangerous ad- 
dition of talents and ſtrength*. On his arrival in France 
lord Bolingbroke apologized ina letter to his friend lord 
Lanſdowne for his ſudden and abrupt departure: © You 


will,” ſaid he, « excuſe me when you know that I had 


certain and repeated information, from ſome who are in 
the ſecret of affairs, that a reſolution was taken by thoſe 


who have power to execute it, to purſue me to the ſcaf- 
| fold. 


Though lord Bolingbroke ſuffered himſelf to be engaged by earneſt 
ſolicitation in the ſervice of the pretender, and even accepted the ſeals 


as ſecretary of ſtate to that ſhadow of a king, while, as he expreſſes 


it, © the ſmart of a bill of attainder tingled in every vein;“ on per- 
ceiving the hopeleſs condition of his affairs, and the weakneſs and diſ- 
traction of his counſels, he willingly received, in about fix months, his 
diſmiſſion from this uneuviable pre-eminence, It is a curious circum- 
ſtance, that on leaving the pretender's ſervice this nobleman had arti- 
cles of impeachment formally exhibited againſt him, branched out into 
the ſeveral heads of treachery, incapacity, and neglect: To which he 
made an elaborate reply, expreſſing, at the cloſe of it, his obligation to 
the pretender, for“ cutting by this means that Gordian knot aſunder, 


by which he had conceived himſelf for ever bound to his intereſts, and 


which would have eſſectually precluded every idea of making his peace 
ar home;“ an event which from this time became the object of his in- 
ceſſant intrigues and ſolicitations, The duke of Ormond, who was 
much more in earneſt in his attachment to the exiled family, and who 
diſdained to court a reconciliation with that country by which he con- 
ſidered himſelf as treated with the higheſt injuſtice and ingratitude, 
retained, during the remainder-of his life, his tation in the pretender's 
court, around the cheerleſs and contracted circle of which he alone re- 
fle ted ſome ſcattered rays of luſtre, Previous to his departure ſrom 
London he viſited, for the laſt time, the earl of Oxford, who diſſuaded 
him from flying with as much earneſtneſs as he intreated Oxſord to 
make his eſcape, He at length parted from the earl with theſe words: 


Farewell, Oxford, without a head.“ To which Oxford replied. 


6 Farewell, duke, without a duchy,”? 


Wm roten £ 


fold. Had there been the leaſt reaſon to hope for a fair 


and open trial, after having been already prejudged un- 
heard by two houſes of parliament, I ſhould not have 
declined the ſtricteſt examination. I challenge the moſt 
inveterate of my enemies to produce one inſtance of a 


criminal correſpondence, or the leaſt corruption of any 


part of the adminiſtration in which I was concerned.” — 
The earl of Oxford, however, conſcious of the ſteadineſs 
of his attachment to the houſe of Hanover, of the king's 
real obligation to him, and of his knowledge of that 
obligation, determined to abide the fury of this political 
tempeſt; and the impeachment preferred by the com- 
mons being followed by a motion in the houſe of peers 
for his commitment, he roſe to ſpeak in his defence, ob- 
ſerving © that the whole charge might be reduced to the 
negotiation and concluſion of the peace. That the nation 
wanted a peace,” he ſaid, “ no one would deny; and he 


averred, that the conditions upon which it was made 


were as good as the obſtinate and perverſe reluctance of 


-. 


the allies to concur in the queen's meaſures would admit : 


That it had been approved by two ſucceſlive parliaments : 
That he had acted by the expreſs commands of his ſove- 
reign, without offending againſt any known law; and 
being juſtified in his conſcience, was unconcerned for 
the life of an inſignificant old man.“ The earl was at- 

ended to the tower by a prodigious concourſe of people, 
{houting, “ Iligh Church, Ormond and Oxford for 
ever !” And the riots and tumults which enſued in vari- 
ous parts of the kingdom, fully juſtified and verified the 


expreſſion of the carl of Angletey, in the debate of this 


day, © that it was to be feared ſuch violent meaſures 
would make the ſceptre ſhake in the king's hands ;” for 
which the houſe in its wiſdom inſiſted upon his making 
an apology, When the articles of impeachment were 
exhibited againſt the car! of Strafford, that nobleman 


complained 
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complained of the arbitrary and illegal ſeizure of his. 
papers, and deſired a competent time to prepare for his 
defence; requiring for this purpoſe duplicates both of 
ſuch as had been laid before the committee of ſecreſy, 
and of thoſe remaining in the hands of government.— 
This requeſt, to the diſgrace of the ruling party, was 
vehemently oppoſed, until the earl of Ilay repreſented, 
« that in all civilized nations, all courts. of judicature, 
the inquiſition excepted, allowed the perſons arraigned all 
that was neceſſary to their juſtification ; and that the 


- houſe of peers of Great Britain would not, he was per- 


ſuaded, in a caſe of this nature, do any thing contrary 
to that honor and equity, for which they were ſo juſtly 


renowned through Europe.” The houſe, thus ſuddenly 
and powerfully awakened to a ſenſe of their own dignity, 
reſolved that the earl ſhould be allowed copies of ſuch 


papers as he might have occaſion to uſe in his defence.— 
Bills of attainder, in default of perſonal appearance, 
paſſed againſt the duke of Ormond and lord viſcount 
Bolingbroke. Their names and armorial bearings were 
erazed from the rolls of the peerage, by order of the 
houſe; and the duke's atchievements as knight of the 
garter taken down from St. George's chapel at Windſor : 


And from the addreſs of the ſpeaker to the king at the 


cloſe of the ſeſſion, which was protracted to the end of 
the ſummer, it does not appear that the anger of the 
houſe had ſuffered any abatement. « Your commons,” 


ſaid the ſpeaker, Sir Spencer Compton“, “ could nct 


ſee without the utmoſt indignation the glories of her late 
majeſty's reign tarniſhed by a treacherous ceſſation of 


arms—the faith of treaties violated—that ancient probity 


for which the Engliſh nation had been juſtly renowned 


throUghent: all Ages, expoſed to ſcorn and contempt.— 
Such 


+ Afterwards created Far! of Wilmingtan, 
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Such was the condition of the kingdom, when it pleaſed 
the divine Providence to call your majeſty to the throne of 
your anceſtors, under whole auſpicious reign, your com- 
mons behold with pleaſure the glory of the Plantagenets, 
your majeſty's royal anceſtors, revive, and have an unbound- 
ed proſpect of the continuance of this happineſs to the 
lateſt poſterity. A very great part of the nation being 
much inflamed with the late extraordinary proceedings, 
the partizans of the pretender were incited to exert 
themſelves with redoubled vigor and activity; and it was 
determined at one and the ſame time to take up arms in 
both kingdoms againſt the government. In the month 
of September 1715, the earl of Mar ſet up the ſtandard 
of rebellion, and proclaimed the pretender, under the 
ſtyle and title of king James III. at Caſtletown in Scot- 
land, and ſoon collected an army of ten thouſand men. 
The vigilance of the government in a great meaſure ren- 


dered abortive the deſigns concerted by the adherents of 


the houſe of Stuart on the ſouth of the Tweed. The 
Habeas Corpus Act being ſuſpended, ſeveral noblemen 
were committed to the tower, amongſt whom were Lord 
Lanſdowne and the earl of Jerſey, who had engaged to 
join the duke of Ormond on his intended landing in the 
weſt. By previous conſent of the lower houſe of par- 
liament, Sir William Wyndham, Mr. Harvey, and 
various other members of that houſe, were ſeized and 
committed to cloſe cuſtody, the bail of the duke of So- 
merſct, father-in-law to Sir William Wyndham, being 


peremptorily refuſed, and the duke himſelf, for ſome 


indiſcreet expreſſions of reſentment, removed from his 
place of maſter of the Horſe, Notwithſtanding, how- 
ever, thele ſpirited and reſolute meaſures of prevention, 
the carl of Derwentwater and- Mr. Foſter appeared at the 
head of an armed force in Northumberland, and pro- 
claimed the pretender at Warkworth, Penrith, Lan- 

caſter, 
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caſter, and other ices, in their progten to aa fouth- 
ward. At their arrival at Prefton, November 12, they 
were attacked by the king's forces under the generals 
Willes and Carpenter, who. inveſting the town on all 
fides, compelled them to ſurrender at diſcretion : And 
the very ſame day a bloody battle Fas fought, between 


the earl of Mar and the duke 5f Argyle, at Sheriff- 


moor, near Dumblaine in Scotland. The duke, apprized 
of the intention of the earl of Mar to croſs the Forth, 

in order to join the inſurgents | in the Lowlands, haſtened 
to ſecure the paſſes of that river, which he himſelf 
croſſed at Stirling, and immediately took poſſeſſion, with 
a force not exceeding 4000 men, of the heights of Dum- 
blaine. The earl of Mar now advanced to the attack; 
and the Clans of Glengary and Clanronald, which form- 


ed part of the enemy's right wing, ruſhed down upon 


the royaliſts, ſword in hand, with ſuch determined and 
irreſiſtible. impetuoſity, that the left wing of the king's 
army was in a ſhort time entirely broke, and general 
Whetham, who commanded it, carried the news of his 
own defeat with incredible expedition to Stirling de- 


claring the ruin of the whole army to be inevitable. In 


the mean time, the duke of Argyle, who commanded 
the right wing in perſon, charged the enemy with the 
moſt heroic ardor, and drove them before him, about 
two miles, as far as the Loch of Allen, though they re- 
peatedly attempted to rally. On his return from this 
purſuit, he was unexpectedly confronted by the victori- 
ous rebels on their return from the purtuit of Whetham * 


and each army found itſelf poſſeſſed of the ſtation occu- 


pied, in the early part of the engagement, by the ad- 
verſary. In this poſture they remained till evening, 
when the rebels returned to A: rdoch, and the duke to 


Dumblaine; and next day e back to the field of 
battle, he carried off the wounded, and ſeveral pieces of 


Vo L. I. "; | | cannon 
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cannon left by the enemy. Though the engagement was 
thus indeciſive, all the honor, as well as ad vantage, of 
the fight, reſted with the duke of Argyle, who, with 'a 
force ſo inferior, had entirely diſconcerted the ſchemes of 
his antagoniſt by the moſt intrepid perſonal exertions.— 
Various ſucceſſes were obtained allo by the royaliſts in 
the northern parts of Scotland, where the loſs of Inver- 
neſs was very ſeverely felt by the rebels; and Argyle 
being now joined by large reinforcements, it was with 
difficulty Mar kept the field till the arrival of the pre- 
tender in perſon, who landed at Peter- head Dec. 26th, 
and immediately iſſued various proclamations: One of 
which was for ſummoning a convention of the Eſtates; "IF 
ſecond ordering all fencible men to repair to his ſtandard; 


and a third fixing a day for his coronation. He cheriſh- | 


ed, however, no ſanguine hope of ſucceſs; & For me,” 

aid he, in a ſpeech addreſſed to his friends convened in 
council, ce it will be no new thing if I am unfortunate : 
My whole life, even from my cradle, has ſhewn a con- 


ſtant ſeries of misfortunes, and I am prepared, if ſo it 


pleafe God, to ſuffer the threats of my enemies and 
Fours.“ In a very ſhort time the folly and raſhneſs of 
the enterpriſe became ſo apparent, that ou receiving in- 
telligence of the approach of the duke of Argyle, he 
reſolved to embark on board a French ſhip lying in the 
harbor of Montroſe, accompanied by the earls of Mar 
and Melfort, which ſtretching over to Norway, in order 
to avoid purſuit, and coaſting along the ſhores of Ger- 
many and Holland, arrived in five days at Graveline : 
The rebel army retiring northward, quietly difperſed 
without making any farther effort, or receiving the 
ſlighteſt moleſtation. The extreme miſconduct and want 
of capacity apparent in the whole of this enterpriſe, was 
deciſive of the perſonal diſpoſition and character of the 


claimant of the Britiſh crown ; and the impolitic violence, 2 N 
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which. had hitherto predominated in the counſels of the 

new monarch, was happily compenſated by the wretched 
imbecility of his rival. t Should the pretender ever be 
reſtored, it was eaſy,” Lord Bolingbroke tells us, © to 
ſee that the court of St. James's would be conſtituted in 
the ſame manner as that of St. Germain's.” On being 
preſented with the draft of a declaration to be diſperſed 
in England, he took exception againſt ſeveral paſſages, 
and particularly thoſe by which a direct promiſe of ſecur- 
ing the churches of England and Scotland was made.— 
He was fold; he faid, “ that he could not, in con- 
dcience, make ſuch a promiſe ;” and, on being farther 
urged to compliance, aſked with, warmth, why the Tories 
were ſo deſirous to have him, if they expected thoſe 
things from him which his religion did not allow ? And 
after conſulting his canfidents and caſuiſts, che papers 
were at length printed, with amendments which exhibited 

the extreme of Jeſuitical ,prevaricatign, inſonmch that 
lord Bolingbroke abſolutely refuſed to ,cqunteriign them. 

Intoxicated with ſuperſtition and enthuſiaſtic zeal, all 
.efforts were quickly perceived.to be. loft an a man whoſe 
obſtinacy and prejudice were fortified by the native nar- 
rowneſs of his underſtanding. His religion,” ſays the 
nobleman juſt mentioned, “ is not founded on the love 
of virtue, and the deteſtation of vice, on a ſenſe of that 
obediènce which is due to the will of the Supreme Being, 

or of thoſe obligations which creatures formed to live in 

a mutual dependence on one another lie under. The 
ſpring of his whole conduct is fear ; he has all the ſuper- 
ſtition of a. Capuchin, but I found in him no tincture of 
the religion of a prince; and 1 converſed with very few 
among the -Roman Catholics themſelves, who did not 
think him too much a papiſt.“ Although the rebellion 
in! both kingdoms was thus happily and f. ſpeedily ſuppreſſ- 
ed, the deen: of the king did not appear 1o conſpi- 
* | cuous 
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cuous as might have been wiſhed, and reaſonably expect- 


ed. The lords Derwentwater, Nithiſdale, and Nairne, 
with divers other noblemen, being tried in Weſtminſter- 


hall, received ſentence of death, earl Cowper preſiding 


as lord high ſteward. Arid notwithſtanding the affecting 
and urgent ſupplications of the counteſſes of Derwent. 


water and Nithiſdale, and lady Nairne, who threw them- 
ſelves at the king's feet, and implored his mercy, no mi- 


tigation of the ſentence could be obtained; and very 
many of the lower claſſes of the people fell a ſacrifice to 
the fatal deluſion of thoſe miſtaken principles which led 
them to engage in this revolt“, which might, in all 
human probability, have been eaſily prevented by the 


adoption of a more equitable and generous policy.— 


« Certain it is,” ſays lord Bolingbroke, * if milder mea- 
ſures had been purfued, that the Tories would never 
have univerſally embraced Jacobitiſm: the violence of the 


Whigs forced them into the arms of the pretender, and 


dyed the royal ermines in blood.” The king was, not- 
withſtanding of a diſpoſition by no means harſh or im- 
placable. On the contrary, it was with extreme heſita- 
tion and reluctance that he concurred in the meaſures 
which he was aſſured were neceſſary to his ſafety. And 
we are told; that when lord Somers, who i in a ſtate of 

grea t 


„For the following curious anecdote we are indebted to the Rev. 
Mr. Macaulay's ingenious topographical hiſtory of the pariſh of Clay- 
broke in Leiceſterſhire : Oue Paul, a clergyman, and vicar of Orton 
upon the Hill in that county, was tried and convicted, A. D. 1715, 
of high treaſon, he having joined the rebels at Preſton in Lancaſhire, 
and ſuffered, with the moſt undaunted reſolution, the utmolt rigor of 


the law. On the Sunday previous to his departure he preached a ſer- 


mon at his own pariſh church, from Ezek. xxi. 26, 27. Thus 
ſaith the Lord God, remove the diadem, and take off the crown. 


Exalt him that is low, and abaſe him that is high, I will overturn, 


overturn, overturn, and it ſhall be no more, until he come whoſe right 
it is, and I will give it unto him,” 
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great corporeal infirmity {till retained his wonted powers 
of mind, was informed by lord Townſhend, with much 
exultation, that the king had at length conſented to all 
that was required of him, this aged and venerable patriot 
a{ked him with great emotion, and ſhedding many tears, 
whether they meant to revive the proſcriptions of Marius 
aud Sylla#. The miniſtry, perceiving and probably re- 
ſenting the general diſcontent and diſaffection of the 
N 


* « All the traditional accounts of this nobleman,” ſays Mr. Wal- 
pole, now lord Orford, who has delineated his character wich great 
felicity, © the hiſtorians of the laſt age, and its beſt authors, repreſent 
him as the moſt incorrupt lawyer and the honeſteſt ſtateſman , as a 
maſter-orator, a genius of the fineſt taſte, and as a patriot of. the 
nobleſt and moſt extenſive views; as a man who diſpenſed bleſſings by 
his life, and planned them for poſterity, Mr, Addiſon, who has drawn 


2 labored but diffuſe and feeble: character of him in the Frecholder, tells 


us that he gained great eſteem with queen Anne, who had conceived 
many unreaſonable prejudices againſt him. Mr. Addifon might as well 
have ſaid that the queen had at firſt diſbelieved, and was afterwards 


converted to Sir Iſaac Newton's ſyſtem of comets, Her majeſty was 


full as good a judge of aſtronomy as of lord Somers's merits, The mo- 
mentous times in which he lived gave lord Somers opportunities of diſ- 
playing the extent of his capacity, and the patriotiſm of his heart,— 


The excellent balance of our conſtitution never appeared in a clearer 


light than with relation to this lord, who, though impeached by a 
miſguided houſe of commons, with all the intemperate ſolly that at 
times diſgraced the free ſtates of Greece, yet had full liberty to vindi- 
cate his innocence, and manifeſt an integrity which could never have 
hone ſo bright unleſs it had been juridically aſperſed. In this country 
happily the factious and the envious have not a power of condemning 
by a ſhell which many of them cannot ſign.” To theſe excellent ob- 
ſervations it may be permitted to add, that when we reflect on the 
firm and undaunted ſtand made by the houſe of lords on this and other 


intereſting occaſions againſt the democratic fury of the commons, we 


ſhall not be ſorward to applaud the wiſdom of thoſe by whom that 
houſe was once voted, or of thoſe who are now ready to pronounce it, 
uſeleſs. That there ſhould exiſt one ſovereign will only in a ſtate, is 
certain ; but the legiſlative body in which this will reſides may, by a 
zuſt and wife organization, cont: ain within cock: principle of vigorous 

: colliſion 
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86 K. 81 
people to a government which willingly concealed even 
from itſelf the deſire of vengeance by which it was ac- 
tuated, under the veil of loyalty and patriotiſm, now 
found or imagined the neceſſity of adopting a meaſure for 
the preſervation of the public ſafety, which has been ever 
conſidered as the higheſt and moſt unconſtitutional exer- 
tion of parliamentary authority attempted ſince the æra 

of the revolution; and if we except the act of Henry 


VIII. declaring the proclamations of the crown equal in 


validity to acts of parliament, and the perpetuity act of 
Charles I., it may not be too much to affirm, ſince the 
exiſtence of parliaments. This was no other than the 


Introduction of the famous Septennial Bill, in the ſeſſion : 


of 1716, by which the parliament not only aſſumed a 6 
power of prolonging the duration of future parliaments, | 
but even its own : and being elected by the nation for 


three years, they elected themſelves for four years more. 


As the diſcretion veſted in 5 has however no 


preciſe 


colliſion and controul. But we have lately heard much 3 certain 
preſumptuous ſpeculatiſts on the ſcience of government, of the ridicu- 


lous folly and abſurdity of permitting, under a free conſtitution, an 
portion of hereditary authority—or, to adopt their own phraſcology | 


„ hereditary nonſenſe,” to exiſt, however limited or modified; though 


it is remarkable, that previous to theſe recent diſcoveries in politic, 7 


wiſdom was ever accounted the grand characteriſtic feature of ariſto- 
cracy, as power of monarchy, and public ſpirit of democracy. And 
of the juſtneſs of this political axiom, not to appeal to ancient times, 
the celebrated republics of Venice and Berne exhibit at this day ſtriking 
and obvious examples. Nor are the reaſons, — the permanent cauſes of 
this permanent effe&t,—difficult to develop; but at preſent, in politic 
as at no very diſtant period in philoſophy, a pretended common ſc! 
made up of audacity of aſſertion, and inſolence of abuſe, is to ſuper 
ſede all inductions of reaſon, knowledge, and experience. The harſt 


neſs of this cenſure muſt however be qualified with the acknowledgment” 7 


that in the writings now alluded to are to be found many importal 
and intereſting truths, expreflcd 1:1 language peculiarly ſtriking ant 
energetic, | i 
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the preſent parliament at a juncture fo critical. 
which originated in the houſe of peers, was oppoſed with 
great ability by divers noblemen, and in particular by the 
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= preciſe limits, no one has ventured formally or judicially 


to impeach the validity of this act; and it has been truly 


urged in its favor, that it was in fact agreeable to the 
ſentiments of a great and reſpectable part of the nation, 
who had long ſeen and, deplored the evils. attending the 
frequent recurrence of parliamentary elections under the 


preſent miſerably corrupt, though long-eſtabliſhed, modes 
of election; and who were convinced of the danger 
which muſt eventually have ariſen from the diſſolution of 
The bill, 


earl of Nottingham, who, diſguſted and provoked by 
the intemperate conduct of the adminiſtration, had now 
quitted his connections with the Whigs. This nobleman 
obſerved, “ that frequent parliaments were of the eflence 
of the Eagliſn conſtitution, and were ſanctioned by the 
practice of ages; that the members of the lower h6uſe 
were delegated by the body of the nation for a certain 
term of years, at the expiration of which they were no 
longer the repreſentatives of the people : that by thug 
lengthening, at their own pleaſure, the duration of their 
own authority, they deprived the people of the only re- 
medy which the wiſdom of our anceſtors had provided 


againſt the ignorance and corruption of thoſe who might 
be tempted to betray the truſt repoſed in them: that as 
to the pretence of adding energy or itability to the foreign 
tranſactions or projected alliances of government, what 
prince or ſtate could rationally entruſt us with the care of 
their intereſts, when we appeared fo ready to abandon our 
own? that the preamble of the bill itſelf might ſuffice to 


deter them from entering into engagements with our 
government, when they underſtood by it that the popiſh 
and Jacobite faction was ſo powerful as to threaten de- 
ſtruction to the preſent cſtabliſhment ; and that the go- 
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vernment acknowledged its weakneſs to be ſuch, as to 


make ſo extraordinary a proviſion neceſſary for its ſafety ; 
when it appeared that the nation was not to be truſted, 


and that the affections of the king's ſubjects were re- 


ſtricted within the limits of the houſe of commons. He 
affirmed that a long parliament would encourage every 
ſpecies of corruption in every claſs of the community; 


that the value of a ſcat would bear a determinate propor- 
tion to the legal duration of parliaments, and the pur. 


chaſe would riſe accordingly; that a long parliament 
would both enhance the temptations, and multiply the 
opportunities, of a vicious miniſtry, to undermine the 


integrity and independency of parliaments far beyond 


what could occur if they were ſhort and frequent; that 
the reaſons urged for prolonging the duration of this par- 
lament to ſeven years, would probably be as ſtrong, and 
by perſeverance in the ſame impolitic conduct, might be 


made much ſtronger before the end of that term, for 


continuing and even perpetuating their legiilative 
Power.“ | | | | 

hen this bill was tranſmitted to the commons, it had 
to encounter au tion (till more vehement and for- 
midable. No ſooner was it announced to the houſe, by 
two judges icnt from the peers, that their lordſhips had 
paiſed a bill for enlarging the time of the continuance of 
parliaments, to which they deſired their concurrence, 
than lord Guernſey moved to reject the bill without 
reading it. The houſe, however, determined by a great 
majority to receive it; and the bill being a firſt and ſe- 
cond time read, Mr. Shippen aroſe to oppoſe the com- 
mitment of it. He commenced his obſervations with 
remarking, “ that he too well knew the hazard attached 


to every unguarded expreſiion in that houſe, to venture. 


to ſay, that by any meaſures al-cady taken—alluding to 
the late great anpmientation of the land forces—we have 


paved 
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paved the way to a deſpotic and military government. 


Such reflections, indeed, might be pardoned from per- 
ſons without doors, who are not able to enter into the 
depth and wiſdom of our counſels, and who preſume to 
cenſure what they cannot comprehend. But the preſent 
bill is yet unpaſſed, and we have as yet a right to inveſti- 


gate its merits with freedom. It has been urged, that the 


diſaffection of the people is ſo great, and the enemies of 


the government both at home and abroad are fo powerful, 
that a new election, at this period, may be deſtructive of 


its peace, and even of its ſafety. If this argument be 


applied to the miniſtry, it is enough to reply, that it is 


no concern of ours, whether they have rendered them- 
ſelres odious to the people or not They may be deſtroy- 


ed, and the government ſubſiſt and flouriſn. But if it 


be applied to his majeſty, no argument could be offered 
fo injurious to his honor. How is it that, in the infancy 
of his reign, he hath deprived himſelf of tlie love and 
affection of a people who fo lately received him with 


every expreſſion of joy? But, admitting the fact, is this 
the way to extinguiſh the diſcontents already exiſting, or 


will it not rather increaſe and create freſh diſcontents ? 
Apreeably to the law as it now ſtands, a diſſolution will 


not be neceſſary for a year and a half; and can national 


diſcontents be imagined to exiſt ſo long under ſo wiſe, 
ſo excellent, and fo indulgent an adminiftration as we 


now enjoy? Another reaſon for paſſing this bill is, that 
it may encourage our ancient allies to enter into new 


treaties, which, under the actual conſtitution of things, 
they may heſitate or refuſe to do. In order therefore to 


obtain the favor and friendſhip of thoſe nations in whoſe 


ſupport we have on ſo many occaſions laviſhed our trea- 
{ure and our blood, we muſt, it ſeems, alter the preſent 
frame of our conſtitution. 1 What emotions of indigna- 
tion muſt not the inſolence of this demand excite—eſpe- 

1 : : cially 
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cially if it happen to be urged by a ſtate which owes its 
very being to England, and which continues to ſubſiſt as 
a ſovereign power by our aid and protection! Sir, his 


majeſty, as king of Great Britain, is the arbiter of Eu- 
rope, and may dictate to other nations, who will for 
their own ſakes court his friendſhip, and who have al- 
ways found their account in the alliance of the crown 


which he now wears. The expence attending frequent 
elections has been alſo mentioned. But this is an argu- 


ment which merits no attention. Every gentleman is a 
judge of his own circumſtances, and knows how far they 
are competent to the neceſſary expences of an election; 


for I will not ſuppoſe that the advocates of this bill can mean 


to extend this argument to corrupt expences, when the in- 
corrupt, unbiaſſed and conſtitutional mode in which the 
elections of the preſent parliament was conducted is fo 


| uoforiou. The manner in which this bill has been intro- 


duced into the houſe, is itſelf a ſufficient reaſon for its 
rejection. It is ſent from the Lords; and as it relates 
merely to ourſelves, I apprehend it to be inconſiſtent 
with our honor to receive it. Our predeceſſors have 


thewn a determination to reſiſt all attempts to innovate 


on their privileges; and ſhall this glorious houſe of com- 
mons be content humbly to model themſelves at the plea- 
fure of the lords ? Shall we tamely and meanly acquieſce 
in an attack that ſtrikes at the very foundation of our 
authority? But however unlimited our complaiſance, I 
humbly conceive we have it not in our power to conſent 
to this bill ; for I cannot diſcover by what rule of reaſon 
or law we, who are only repreſentatives, can enlarge, to 
our own advantage, the authority delegated to us or 


that by virtue of ſuch delegated authority we can deſtroy 


the fundamental rights of our conſtitution. This houſe 


has no legiflative authority, but what it derives from the 


people. The members of this aſſembly were choſen 


under 
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K. Dörr 91 
under the triennial act. Our truſt is therefore a triennial 
truſt ; and if we extend it beyond the ſtrict legal dura- 
tion, we ceaſe from that inftant to be the truſtees of the 
people, and are our own electors. From that inſtant, we 
act by an unwarrantable aſſumption of power, and take 
upon us to create a new conſtitution. For though it is a 
received maxim in civil fcience, that the ſupreme legiſla- 
ture cannot be bound, yet an exception is neceſſarily im- 
plied, that it is reſtrained from ſubverting the foundation 
on which it ſtands. The triennial act, which reſtored 
the freedom and frequency of Parliaments, was a con- 
ceſſion made to the people by king William, in the midſt 
of his difficulties ; and the policy of thofe miniſters who 
may adviſe his majeſty to give his royal aſſent to the re- 
pealing of it, is of a nature too refined for my under- 
ſtanding. And'as his majeſty has been pleaſed to propoſe 
that prince as a model to himſelf, and is emulous to im- 
bibe his ſpirit and to equal his glory, it is a matter of 
aſtoniſhment to thoſe who are not in the ſecret of affairs, 
to ſee the ſalutary meaſures adopted on the moſt mature 

deliberation, with a view to the public good, in the reign 
of the former monarch, ſo eagerly and rathly reſcinded 
in the very commencement of that of the latter, 'There 
muſt certainly be fome latent cauſe for the precipitation 
with which this bill has been urged; there muſt be ſome 
ſecret meaſure in contemplation, which the miniſters of 
the crown ſuſpect will not ſtand the teſt of a new parlia- 
ment. It muſt be ſomething, I repeat, hereafter to be 
done by them; for I will do them the juſtice to believe, 


that for all the manifold miſchiefs that have been done, 


they feel entirely at their eaſe perfectly callous. to the 
emotions of ſenſibility or remorſe. A ſtanding parlia- 
ment, which it is the object of this bill to eſtabliſh, has 
been ſaid to reſemble a ſtanding pool, the waters of which 
grow, for want of freſh and free current, offenſive and 
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92 K. GEORGE l. 
fetid. But the preſent parliament may more juſtly be 
compared to a torrent, which, in its furious and foaming 
courſe, deſolates the land, bearing down all the land- 
marks and ancient mounds which have been raiſed to 
conſine it within its regular and accuſtomed banks.“ 
After a variety of able ſpeeches from the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed members on both ſides of the houſe, Sir Robert 
Raymond, afterwards lord Raymond, and chief juſtice 
of England, concluded the debate with a comprebenfive 
reply to the arguments in fayor of the bill, and a maſterly 
recapitulation of the objections urged againſt it, of which 
the multifarious particulars that demand a place in general 
hiſtory will ſuffer only a conciſe and curſory mention.— 
« The arguments for the bill were, according to the 
enumeration of this able ſpeaker, I. The expences at- 
tending fre quent elections; II. The diviſions and ani- 
moſities excited by them; III. The advantages to be 
derived by our enemies from theſe domeſtic feuds; IV. 
The encouragement which this bill holds out to our allies 
to form with us mere ſtrict and permanent connections. 
As to the expences of election, they were, he acknow- 
ledged, of late years, moſt alarmingly increaſed, and 
were become very grievous and burdenſome. They have 
increaſed, however, not from the conteſts of neighbor- 
ing gentlemen with each other, but from the intruſion of 
ſtrangers, who have no natural intereſt to ſupport them, 
and coming no one could tell from whence, have recourſe 


to the ſcandalous arts of bribery and corruption, which 
have impoted a neceility upon gentlemen to enlarge their 


expences, in order to preſerve their ancient and eſta- 
bliſhed intereſts in their reſpective counties; and the im- 
punity which the practice of bribery and corruption had 
too often met with in that houſe, he was compelled to 
add, had greatly enhanced the evil. But would any one 
llert that feptennial parliaments were competent to re- 
ES, medy 
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medy this evil ? Would they not rather increaſe it? For 
thoſe that will give money to obtain a ſeat in parliament 
for three years, will give proportionably more for ſeven. 


No not ſeptennial, but annual parliaments are the true 


conſtitutional remedy for this grievance: this was our 


ancient conſtitution, and every departure from it has 


been attended with inconvenience and injury. With re- 
ſpect to the animoſities and diviſions attending frequent 
elections, they are chiefly of a private nature, and little 
affect the public: ſuch as they are, however, this bill is 
more calculated to inflame than to extinguiſh them. But 
our moſt alarming and pernicious animolities proceed cer- 
tainly from a very different ſource from the reſentment 
and ambition of ſome, from the folly and prejudice of 
others. That our enemies will take advantage of ovr 


diviſions whenever it is in their power cannot be doubted 


but fince the triennial act paſſed, ten ſucceſſive parlia- 
ments have fat, two long and bloody wars have been 
waged, our factions ran high, and our enemies were 
vigilant ; yet no ſuch inconveniences were felt as are now 
apprehended or alleged: nor were any attempts made by 
them, as far as I have heard, to our prejudice during 
the temporary ferments of thoſe elections. The laſt ar- 
gument is deduced from the encouragement this will give 
to your allies to enter into treaties with vou. Sorry ſhould 
I be to ſuppoſe we had any allies who refuſed to treat with 
us becauſe we refuſed to relinquiſh our conſtitution : were 
ſuch a requiſition to be made to them on cur part, would 
it not be rejected on theirs with contempt and indignati- 
on? But the meaſure now propoſed is calculated not to 
itrengthen the hands of the executive power, but to leſſen 


its influence with foreign nations. Is it not to proclaim to 


the world that the king dare not to call a new parlia- 
ment? that he dare not truſt the people in a new choice ? 
And is not this a ſuppoſition diſhonorable alike to the 
| monarch 
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monarch and to the parliament now exiſting * It pre- 
ſumes that another houſe of commons would act differ- 
ently from the preſent, which implies that this houſe 
does not truly repreſent the people. Frequent parlia- 
ments are coeval with the conſtitution. In the reign of 
Edward III. it was enacted, that parliaments ſhould be 


holden every year once, and oftener if need be. This 
muſt be underſtood of new parliaments ; for prorogati- 


ons and long adjournments were not then known. Every 
long interruption of parliaments has been attended with 


miſchief and inconvenience to the public: and in the 


declaration of rights at the revolution it is aſſerted, as the 
undoubted right of the ſubject, that parliaments ſhould 
be held frequently; and the preamble of the bill, which 


we are now called upon to repeal, declares, that by 
the ancient laws and ſtatutes of the realm frequent par- 


liaments ought to be held, and that frequent NEW par- 
liaments tend very much to the happy union and the good 
agreement of the king and his people.“ Before this repeal 
takes place, I hope it will be ſhewn.in what conſiſts the error 
of thoſe aſſertions. Would the king eſtabliſh his throne in 
the hearts of his people, this is the moſt ſure and effectual 
way: for ſuch frequent appeals to the people generate 
confidence, and confidence is a great advance towards 
agreement and affection. Will not the people ſay with 
reaſon, if this bill ſhould paſs, that when the original 


term of delegation is elapſed, you are no longer their 
repreſentatives? In my opinion, with great ſubmiſſion 1 


ſpeak it, king, lords, and commons, can no more con- 


tinue a parliament beyond its natural duration than they 


can make a parliament. The wiſeſt governments, it is 


well known, have ever been the moſt cautious, in continu- 
ing thoſe perſons in authority to-whom, they have entruſt- 


ed the ſupreme power. A ſtanding parliament and a 
ſtanding army are convertible, and fit inſtruments to 


ſupyort 
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'K. GEORGE I. - 
fupport each other's powers. For theſe reaſons, and be- 
cauſe no ſtate neceſſity can be alleged or pretended for 
the paſſing of ſuch an act, at a time when the preſent 


parliament may be convened for two ſucceeding ſeſſions, 
1 ſhall give my vote againſt the commitment of the bill” 


On a diviſion, the queſtion of commitment was carried 


in -the affirmative by a majority . of 284 againſt 162 
voices. 

While this memorable bil was pending in the houſe, 
various petitions were preſented againſt it: one, in parti- 


'cular, from the borough of Horſham, ſtating, * that 
they looked upon this bill as an overturning of the con- 
ſtitution, and an infringemen 
ſuch an offence, that the houſe refuſed to receive it; 
and the general queſtion, that this bill de now paſs, -was 
carried in the affirmative by a trinmphant majority of 
264 votes againſt 121; and on the 26th of June 1716, 
it received the royal aſſent, the king exprefling in his 


PIR 


nt of their liberties,” gave 


ſpeech the ſatisfaction he felt at the proſpect of a ſettled 
government, ſupported by a parliament which had ſhewn 
ſuch zeal for the proſperity of their country, and the 
proteſtant intereſt of Europe. And his majeſty now 
deeming himſelf in a Rate of perfect ſecurity, and being, 


by an act paſſed in the aſt ſeſſion, relieved from the diſ- 


agreeable embarraſſment of a clauſe in the act of ſettle- 
ment, reſtraining him from leaving the kingdom without 


the conſent of parliament, determined to reviſit his do- 


minions in Germany, the ſtate of affairs on the Conti- 
nent demanding his molt ſerious attention. Louis XIV. 


king of France, had terminated his long career, in the 


courſe of the preceding ſummer, September 1, 1715. 
For more than half a century, this monarch had reigned 
the dread and envy of Europe, and at no period ſince 


the foundation of the monarchy had France diſplayed 


{uch 


96 K. GEORGE IL 

ſuch power or ſplendor. During the continuance of the 
feudal ſyſtem, the authority of the monarch and the col- 
lective force of the monarchy were reſtrained and dimi- 7 
niſhed by the independent authority veſted in the nobles. ND | 
| When the regal authority was at length fully reftored, |" 


and eſtabliſhed, by the inſidious and profound policy of 
Louis XI. the power of France was for a ſeries of years 
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point of honor—and that he ſhall always be ready to hazard all, rather 


i 

iN eclipſed by the ſuperior greatneſs of the houſe of Auſ- 

. tria. But at the acceſſion of Louis XIV. the pride of 

* that haughty family had been ſignally humbled by the 

14 F genius of Richelieu and the arms of Guſtavus. Thus» 5 
8 by the dangerous policy of the laſt century, France was 
4 left without a rival, and Louis XIV. ſoon ſhewed him- 
9 ſelf of a diſpoſition to improve and extend that ſuperio- 

97 rity to its utmoſt limits. Vain, unfeeling, unprincipled, 

We. haughty, ambitious, the ruling paſſion of his life was 

"10 the thirſt of GLORY *. For this he ſcrupled not to ſa- _ 
Wt crifice the repoſe of nations, and to deluge Europe in 
. blood. A proſpect of the internal ſtate and condition of 

1 France under his government diſcovers an amazing contraſt 

; if of magnificence and wretchedneſs. In religion, a ma- | 
4 0 lignant and mercileſs bigot, he forced from their native 
2 5 homes, by the violence of his perſecution, myriads of tlie 
4, 1 "moſt induſtrious and virtuous of his ſubjects, the loſs of 

1 | whom France yet feels and laments. From the impreſ- 

"3h | ſion made, nevertheleſs, by the firſt rapid glances of 

. ul hiſtory, his character appears in a variety of dazzling 

1 and 

of } * In a letter written by 1.0v1s to the count D*Eſtrades, ambaſſador 

«55 at the court of London, January 1662, he declares that the king of 

4 | England, and his minifter Clarendon, do not as yet ſufficiently know 

i 4 him that he aims at GLoky, prefcrable to any other conſide ration — 

4 E . — that all motives of intereſt are as nothing to him in compariſon of 


than tarniſh that Gronr at which he 4ims, as the principal object of all 


Eis actions. 


and impoſing points of view. He was poſſeſſed of ſtrong 
natural powers of mind, and of great perſonal accom- 
FX piliſhments. He was generous, affable, condeſcending, a 
es. muniſicent patron, and rewarder of merit. Under his 
d, + reign, great characters were formed, great public works 
of = E both of ornament and utility conſtructed. Science and 
8 4 the arts flouriſhed under his auſpi pices, and a new Auguſtan 
uſ- 7 age appeared. He ſuſtained the adverſe for une of his later 
; z years with firmneſs and magnanimity. His heart, ſoften- 
he ed by diſtreſs, ſeemed at length to feel for the diſtreſſes 
us? dof his people: and he acknowledged, when too late to 
: rectify his error, that he had formed miſtaken opinions 
m- > reſpecting that glory which he had been fo anxiouſly ſoli- 
10- «7 | citous to acquire. His death took place at a critical mo- 


d, ME ment, and the projects formed in favor of the houſe of 


Stuart, which were by its ableſt adherents, before that 
event, deemed «© wild and uncertain,” became, in con- 
ſequence of it, mad and deiperate. He was ſucceeded 
by Louis XV. an infant only five years of age, and the 


government of the kingdom was now veſted in the hands 
of the duke of Orleans regent of France. This prince, 
| who, in caſe of the death of the infant monarch, had 
juſt pretenſions, founded on the arrangements of the 
treaty of Utrecht, to the throne of Fra::ce, dreaded 
with reaſon, notwithſtanding the act of renuncjation, 
the competition of the king of Spain. And the ſitua- 
tion of the king of England, who had allo the deligns 
of a reſtleſs rival to oppoſe, being analogous to that of 
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the Regent, they concluded with an emulation of eager- 
neſs—all political difficulties being previouſly obviated 
* buy the ability and addreſs of the earl of Stair, now am- 
— baſſador at Paris—a treaty of friendſhip and alliance for 
fo > their mutual alſiſtance and ſupport, to which the ſtates- 
> general readily acceded. But in England, where diſtruſt 
and hatred of France were univ erſally preval lent, it ex- 
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cited muck murmur and ſurpriſe; nor would the nation 
eaſily be perſuaded to believe that the proteſtant ſucceſ- 
ſion in England could derive any additional ſecurity from 
the officious or inſidjous guarantee of France. The af- 
fair, however, which principally engaged the king's ſo- 
licitude at this period, and which forms, indeed, the 
grand key to almoſt all the numerous and intricate 
negotiations, conventions, and alliances of the preſent 
reign, was the recent ceſſion of the Duchies of Bremen 


and Verden by Denmark, who had conquered them 


from the Swedes; and for which Denmark was to re- 
eive a certain equivalent in money from Hanover. Ex- 
cluſive, however, of this pretended equivalent, the king 
of England, as clector of Hanover, undertook to gua- 
rantee to Denmark the Duchy of Sleſwic, conquered by 


that power from the duke of Holſtein, the ally of Swe- 


den; his Daniſh majeſty thus wiſely parting with ohe 
half of his conqueſts, in order to eftabliſh a permanent 
property in the other. This whole tranſaction the king 
of Sweden regarded as a moſt flagrant injury and inſult. 
And little regarding, in the vehemence of his anger, 
the diſtinction ariſing from the twofold character ſuſtain - 
ed by his adverſary, as king of England and elector of 
Hanover, and well knowing that, in the mere capacity 
of elector, he would not have ventured to gratify his 
ambition ſo much at the riſque of his ſafety, he directed 
all the efforts of his vengeance againſt the Engliſh na- 
tion, who appeared to him to countenance this uſurpa- 
tion, and whom he therefore conſidered as his deter- 
mined and mortal enemies. In the ſummer of the pre- 
ceding year, 1715, Sir John Norris ſailed with a ſtrong 
{quadron to the Baltic, for the protection of the national 
commerce, which had ſuffered extremely from the hoſ- 
tile reſentment of the Swedes. The king of Sweden 

was 
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was at this time deeply engaged in negotiations and in- 
trigues with the Engliſh malcontents; and a project was 
formed for the invaſion of the kingdom, by that heroic 
and romantic monarch, at the head of a large body of 
forces, which would donhtleſs have been joined by great 
numbers of the diſaffected, who waited only a favorable 
moment for revolt. The king of England, who had 
received information from various quarters of this dange- 


rous conſpiracy, on his return from the Continent, Ja- 


nuary 1717, cauſed the Swediſh ambaſſador count Gyl- 
lenburg to be arreſted. At the ſame time, baron 
Goertz, the Swediſh reſident in Holland, was alſo, by 
an exceſs of complaiſance for which it would not be eaſy 


to find a precedent, arreſted at the requiſition of the 


king by order of the ſtates: and in the papers of theſe 
two noblemen, which by a bold and irregular exertion 


of power were ſeized and ſearched, was found ample 


proof of their ſecret machinations. The foreign miniſ- 
ters were not a little alarmed at this extraordinary pro- 


cedure. And the marquis de Monteleone, the Spaniſh 


ambaſſador, in particular, expreſſed his aſtoniſhment 
and regret, that no other mode of preſerving the peace 


of the kingdom could be deviſed, than by arreſting the = 


perſons of ambaſſadors, and ſeizing. their papers—the ſa- 
cred repoſitories of their maſters” ſecrets. The ſecretary 


of ſtate, Mr. Methuen, ſtated the urgent neceſſity which 


had impelled the king his maſter to adopt a meaſure ſo 
contrary to his inclinations: and Baron Goertz openly 
avowed the whole project of the invaſion, of which he 
acknowledged himſelf the author, and which he ſaid 
« was amply juſtified by the conduct of the king of 
Great-Britain, who had joined the confederacy againſt 
the king of Sweden, withont having received the leaſt 


provocation ho had aſſiſted the king of Denmark in 


iubduing the Duchies of Bremen and Verden, and then 
nz: pourchaſed 


( 


. PI X 


FF.. A REL Len DO Onan £ 


DD ——— 
— RY 8 


— 


. 
IRC 


ny 
— LONG - 


ee 5 22 
— 
r I 


100 R. Gee 


purchaſed them of the uſurper and who had, in the 
courſe of this ſummer, ſent a ſtrong ſquadron of ſhips 
to the Baltic, where it joined the Danes and Ruſſians 
againſt the Swedes.” The ſtates of Holland not ventur- 
ing to detain the baron long in confinement, he proſe- 
cuted his deſigns with increafe of zeal and earneſtneſs. 
Soon after the meeting of Parliament, February 1717, 
the king informed the houſe of commons, by a royal 
meſſage delivered by general Stanhope, of the danger 
which impended over the nation from the defigns of 
Sweden, and demanded an extraordinary ſupply, to ena- 
ble him to make good ſuch engagements as it might be 
neceſſary for him to contract with other powers, in order 


_ effeCtually to avert it. A ſupply of 250,000l. was ac- 


cordingly voted, but by a perilous majority of four voices 
only, and not without vehement debate and oppoſition, 
chiefly in conſequence of an alarming diviſion in the 
adminiſtration, and the eventual ſeceſſion. of various 
of its members, diſtinguiſhed equally by eminence of 
ſtation and ability—amongſt whom, lord Townſhend, 


ſome time ſecretary of ſtate, and lately appointed lord 


lieutenant of Ireland, and Mr. Walpole, who had ſuc- 
ceeded the earl of Halifax as firſt commiſſioner of 
the treaſury, appeared moſt conſpicuous. The leaders 
of the ſeceſſion, by the faint and languid ſupport which 
thoſe who took any part in the debate gave to this mo- 


tion, and the obſtinate ſilence of the reſt, ſufficiently ſhew- 


ed their diſapproval of the conduct of the court, which, for 
the ſake of an uſeleſs acquiſition of territory in Germany, 


ſcrupled not to involve Great Britain in an expenſive, 


dangerous, and deſtructive war. Andit was now clearly 
perceived, though unfortunately at a period too Jate, 
that the ſeparation of the kingdom from the electoratc 
ought to have conſtitured the baſis of the ſettlement of 
the crown upon the houſe of Hanover. The meſſage 
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K. GEORGE I. 101 
was declared, by Mr. Shippen, to be unparliamentary and 
unprecedented; penned, he ſuppoſed, by ſome foreign- 
er, totally unacquainted with their accuſtomed forms of 
procedure, and their invariable uſage of granting money 
only on eſtimate, and for certain ſpeciſied ſervices. And 
he aſked, what glorious advantages were to be obtained 


for England, which made it neceſſary to incur this ex- 
pence, 2 to encounter this danger? Mr. Hungerford 


ridiculed the idea of courting, and much more of pur- 
chaſing, foreign alliances; and ſaid, that a nation fo 
lately the terror of France and Spain was ſurely able to 
defend itſelf in any cauſe, which called for national ex- 
ertion, from the attack of ſo inconſiderable an enemy 
as Sweden. General Stanhope, in the warmth of de- 
bate, aſſerting, that none could refuſe compliance with 
this meſſage, but ſuch as were not he king's friends ; 
much offence was taken at this expreſſion by many mem- 
bers, far removed from the ſuſpicion of diſaffection: and 
Mr. Lawſon, member of Cumberland, obſerved, „ that 


he was ſurpriſed to hear ſuch unguarded expreſſions fall 


from ſo reſpectable a perſon ; and that if every member 
of the houſe who uſed freedom of ſpeech muſt be ac- 
counted an enemy to the king whenever he happened 
to diſapprove of the meaſures of his miniſters, he knew 
no ſervice they could render to their country in that 
houſe, and it were better. at once to retire to their coun- 
try-ſeats, and leave the Roy and his miniſters to act en- 


tirely at their diſcretion.” 


On the commitment of the bill, Mr. Pulteney, who 
had now reſigned his office of Secretary at war, proteſ- 


ted that he could not perſuade himſelf that any Engliſh- 


man Had dared to adviſe his majeſty to ſend ſuch a meſ- 
iagez but he hoped that the houſe would not be ſwayed 
vy German counſels; and that ſuch reſolutions would 
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adopted as would make a German miniſtry tremble *. 


It was again urged, that no occaſion did or could exiſt 
for entering into foreign alliances with a view of defend- 


ing Great Britain from this danger; that we had an army 
and a fleet far ſuperior to any force that Sweden could 
in her preſent ſtate bring into action againſt us; that we 
were in actual alliance with France, from whoſe former 
connection with Sweden apprehenſions might otherwiſe 


have been entertained. But if the court perſiſted in aſ- 
ſerting the neceſſity of new and foreign engagements | 


againſt Sweden, it was doubtleſs requiſite to ſtate, ſince 


no one could pretend to conjecture, what thoſe engage- | 
ments were. And the ſpeaker, who took part in the 


debate, declared, that no additional burdens on the pub- 
lic appeared at this time neceſſary. It was his opinion, 
therefore, that if the ſum now demanded were expend- 


ed for our ſafety abroad, ſuch proportion of the national 
troops as equalled the amount of the expenditure ouglit 


to be diſbanded at home. Lord Finch, eldeſt fon of the 
earl of Nottingham, reprobated in ſtrong terms this no- 
vel ſyſtem of politics. It appeared, as he alſo ſaid, from 
the meraorial recently preſented by the Ruſſian miniſter, 
and by the anſwer which had been returned to the ſame, 
that ſuch meaſures were purſued as were likely to engage 
us in a quarrel with the Czar. To which general Stan- 


hope replied, „that as for the inſtances which his ma- 


jeſty has cauſed to be made with the Czar, and the mea- 


ſures he may have concerted to get the Ruſſian troops 
out 


* Lord Townſhend was diſmiſſed from his office of lord lieutenant 
of Ireland on the evening of the day (April 9, 1717) on which the firſt 
debate and diviſion on this motion had taken place, And Mr, Wal- 
pole, Mr. Methuen ſecretary of ſtate, and Mr. Pulteney, delivered in 
their reſignations the next morning. Lord Cowper allo relinquiſhed 
the great ſea), and was ſucceeded by the carl of Macclesficld, 
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at of the Duchy of Mecklenburg, his majeſty has ated 
in all this as elector and prince of the empire; and he 
was perſuaded all the gentlemen here would agree with 
him, that the king's dignity, as king of Great Britain, 
was never underſtood to tie up his hands with reſpect to 
his intereſts in Germany, and as prince of the empire X.“ 


The fact itſelf nevertheleſs remained indiſputable, that 


the Germanic politics of the king had embroiled the 
kingdom of Great Britain in a dangerous conteſt, not 
only with Sweden but Ruſſia; for the Czar, paſſionately 
relonting the conduct of king George, who vehemently 

| Pon. 


* Farly in the month of March 1717, the miniſter of the Czar pre- 
ſented a memorial to the court of London, ſetting forth the ſolicitude 
of the Czar to conclude a treaty of amity with his majeſty, and to gua- 
rantee the Hanover ſucceſſion; and ſays, © And it was not the fault of 
his Czariſh raajeſty that the ſaid negotiation was not brought to a hap- 
py concluſion. Although his Czariſh majeſty has lately obſerved, that 
ſeveral contrary ſteps have been taken by your majeſty's miniſters in 


many foreign courts, particularly at thg court of Vienna and thoſe of 
Denmark and Pruſſia, as well as at the Diet of Ratiſbon, though his 


Czariſh majeſty had given no cauſe for ſuch meaſures, notwithſtanding 
that he had ſufficient reaſons to be upon his guard, and to provide for 
his own ſecurity, conſidering the general reports and the particular ad- 
vices he had from many places that your majeſty is negoriating a ſepa- 
rate peace with Sweden, in which you promiſe your aſſiſtance againſt 
his Czariſh majeſty upon the condition of the ceflion of Bremen and 
Verden, as it plainly appears by the letters lately publiſhed by the Swe- 
diſh miniſter.” An anfwer was delivered to this memorial, dated 
April 2, 1717, which ſays, “ As to the complaints contained in that 
memorial of the ſteps which his majeſty may have taken at ſeveral 
courts in Germany with regard to the Ruſſian troops in the empire; 
granting it to be true, that the Britiſh miniſters had aRed with vigor 
at the ſaid courts, in order to procure the evacuation of the ſaid troops, 
his Czariſh majeſty ought not to be in the leaſt ſurpriſed at it, conſider- 
ing the ſtrict union which has ſo long ſubſiſted between Great Britain, 
the emperor, and the empire, which union has been confirmed and 
firevgthened the laſt year by a new treaty of alliance and guarantee 
between the empetor and the king,” | 
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oppoſed his favorite and invidious project of a ſettlement 


in Germany as a prince of the empire, and being at open 


variance with the king reſpecting the affairs of the Duchy 
of Mecklenburg, which in the view of his Britannic ma- 
jeſty were inferior in importance only to thoſe of Bremen 
and Verden, now haſtily acceded to the preliminaries of 
a convention, which a ſhort time would probably have 
ripened into a definitive peace, through the dextrous 
intervention of baron Goerz, with his inveterate rival 
the king of Sweden, with whom he had been near twen- 
ty years at war; and aſſented to the project of elevating 
the Pretender to the throne of Great Britain. But the 
good fortune of the king of England, which through- 
out the whole courſe of his life was ever remarkable, 
delivered him from all apprehenſions, by the death of 
the king of gweden, who was killed by a cannon- ball in 
the trenches before the fortreſs of Frederickſhall in 
Norwar, November 30, 1718, O. 8. an event which 
produced great political convulſions in Sweden, in the 
firſt ſhock of which baron Goertz loſt his head on the 
ſcaffold. This monarch was one of the moſt remarkable 
characters which the preſent or indeed any age has pro- 

duced. Attacked in early youth, without pretence or | 


provocation, by an ambitious and unprincipled confede- 


racy of kings, he detended himſelf with heroic valor 
and glorious ſucceſs. But, intoxicated by a long and 
uninterrupted courſe of proſperity, inflamed with an ea- 
ger deſire of revenge, and indulging wild and extravagant 
ideas of conqueſt, he refuſed with diſdain all terms of 
accommodation, and at length experienced a fatal re- 
verſe of fortune, the calamitous conſequences of which 
Sweden ſtill moſt ſenſibly feels. Nevertheleſs the me- 
= of this romantic monarch is held in high venera- 
n by the Swedes, who yet celebrate the anniverſary of 

his 
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his birth with an enthuſiaſm due only to that of the great 
reſtorer of Swediſh liberty and independency, the illuſ- 
trious GUsTavus Vasa—a name profaned and inſulted 
by this commemoration : for a tyranny more oppreſſive 
than that of Charles XII. was never exerciied, nor a 
ſubmiſſion more abject ever exacted by any monarch from 
any people x. The Czar, in conſequence of this unex- 
pected 


e EA 8 - J * 
* 92 5 = - — 5 — TRIP 
1 1 . p =, P : - * 4 * 
r rt dan D W 8 


N 


2 
2 — — 
r 


ay n 5 
4 8 ? 

rg EO) | oben ie Ge 
PA 


” — — 
E FP et 
oration. to 3 


3 N 8 
wry 


* The following portrait of this extraordinary man, drawn by the 
-Fen of genius, cannot hut prove intereſting and acceptable: 


On what foundation ſtands the warriors pride, 
How juſt his hopes, let Swediſh CHARLES decide: 
A frame of adamant, a foul of fire, 

No dangers fright him, and no labors tire; 
O'er love, o'er fear, extends his wide domain, 
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Unconquer'd lord of pleaſure and of pain. 

No joys to him pacific ſceptres yield: 

War ſounds the trump—he ruſhes to the field ; 
Behold ſurrounding kings their force ad 

And one capitulate, and one reſign, 

Peace courts his hand, but ſpreads her charms in vain, 
Think nothing gain'd,”” he cries, © till nought ES, 

On Moſcow's walls till Gothic ſtandards fly, 

And all be mine benz-ath the polar ſky !”? 

The march begins in military ſtate, | 

And nations on his eye ſuſpended walt; 

Stern famine guards the ſolitary coaſt, 

And winter barricades the realm of froſt. 

He comes not want or cold his courſe delay; 

Hide, bluſhing glory! hide Pultowa's day. 

The vanquiſh'd hero leaves his broken bands, 
And ſhews his miſeries in diſtant lands; 

Condemn'd a needy ſupplicant to wait, 

While ladies interpoſe and ſlaves debate, 

—But did not chance at length her error mend ? 

Did no ſubverted empire mark his end? 

Did rival monarchs give the fatal wound ? 

Or hoſtile millions preſs him to the ground ? 
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pected event, though it prudent to deſiſt from the far- 
ther proſecution of his hoſtile deſigns; and Bremen and 
Verden were left in the poſſeſſion of Hanover, though 
the inveſtiture of thoſe Duchies by the emperor was ſtill 
wanting to complete the validity of the purchaſe. This, 
therefore, now became the grand object of the attention 
and ſolicitude of the Engliſh court; and as the emperor, 
notwithſtanding the recent renewal of treaties, affected 
delay and reluctance to comply with the eager applica- 
tions of the Engliſh monarch, means were to be de- 
viſed to obviate his objections, or at leaſt to convince his 
imperial majeſty how much it concerned the intereſts of 
the court of Vienna not to inſiſt too ſtrongly or pertina- 
ciouſly on them. By the treaty of Utrecht the king- 
doms of Naples and Sardinia were ceded to the houſe of 
Auſtria, together with Milan and the Low Countries; 
and the iſland of Sicily, with the title of king, to the 
duke of Savoy. The pride of Spain was, however, 
deeply wounded by this forcible diſmemberment of her 
monarchy, though the experience of almoſt a century 
had ſhewn how little acceflion of ſtrength ſhe really de- 
rived from the poſſeſſion of theſe detached and remote 
provinces, or rather how great an increaſe of weakneſs. 
Cardinal Alberoni, prime miniſter of Philip V. a man 
of a lofty and aſpiring genius, which delighted to form 
bold and dangerous projects, at this time entertained the 
chimerical hope of re-uniting to the monarchy of Spain 
the kingdoms and provinces of which ſhe had been di- 
veſted. And the emperor being actually engaged in a 

| 5 war 


His fall was deſtin'd to a barren ſtrand, 
A petty fortreſs, and a dubious hand: 


He left that name at which the world grew pale, 
To point a moral or adorn a tale, 
| Jouns0N*'s Im. of Juv. Sat. 10. 
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war with Turkey * , the Cardinal embraced the opportu- 


nity to equip a formidable armament, which ſailed from 
Barcelona July 1717, and landing at Cagliari, the capi- 
tal of Sardinia, ſoon made an entire conqueſt of the 
iſland; pretending, as a reaſon for this invaſion, the 
previous violation of the moſt poſitive engagements ou 


guage of the court of Madrid, of the ARCH DUKE Þ, 
A. — ds 


* In this war the imperial arms, under the auſpicious conduct of 


prince Eugene, triumphed gloriouſly over the Ottoman power. Ser- 


via and Croatia were added to the Auſtrian dominions; and © the Tur- 


kiſh moons wandered in diſarray** over the impurpled fields of Peter- 


waradin and Belgrade. 
+ It muft be remarked, that ro definitive treaty had taken place be- 


tween Spain and the emperor ſince the war of the ſucceſſion, nor had 
the reſpective titles of theſe rival potentates been as yet reciprocally 
and formally acknowledged. © Greatneſs of ſoul,”” {ſays the Marquis 


de Grimaldi in his circular letter addreſſed to the miniſters of the ſeve- 


ral foreign courts) made his majeſty bear the diſmemberment of his do- 
minions, which the plenipotentiaries would ſacrifice to the tranquillity 
of Europe, After which he perfuaded himſelf, that theſe ſtipulated ſa- 


crifices would at leaſt have ſecured to him the reſt of this nation as 


glorious as afflicted. But no ſooner had he complied with the ſurrender 
of Sicily, in favor of the repoſe of Spain, upon the condition of the 


. evacuation of Catalonia and the iſland of Majorca, than he found that 


the orders received for that purpoſe were concealed ; and when at laſt 
it came to the knowledge of his allies, it was pretended that the treaty 
ſhould be executed, by virtue whereof his majeſty demanded the eva- 
cuation of the places. Nothing was more eaſy for that purpoſe than for 
the garriſons of the Arch-duke to have ſurrendered to the king's troops 
the gates of the places they poſſeſſed, in the ſame manner as was reci- 
procally praiſed among the potentates of Europe, But quite on the 
contrary, the generals of the Arebdule, violating the public faith of 


' treaties and the reciprocal engagements, abandoned the places to the 
Catalans, making them, at the ſame time, believe that they would 


ſoon return; and thereby fomented their diſquiet and rebellious ſpirit, 


fo we as to induce them to think of a en and obſtinate reſiſt- 


ance,” 


the part of the emperor, or, to adopt the haughty lan- 
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The emperor loudly complaining of this hoſtile, and, as 
he termed it, ſacrilegious attack, while his armies were 1 
combating the common enemy of the chriſtian faith; 
and the king of Spain profeſſing a willingneſs to ſubmit 
the juſtice of his quarrel - to equitable arbitration, the 
king of England and the regent of France, in concert 
with the ſtates general, undertook the accommodation of 
theſe differences. And conferences being opened witng 
the court of Vienna, the famous QUADRUPLE ALLIANCE | 
was at length concluded, by which it was determined that 
Sardinia, now actually in the poſſeſſion of Spain, ſhould 
be transferred to the houſe of Savoy; and Sicily, a far 
more valuable poſſeſſion, ceded in exchange to the em- 
peror. The claims of Spain were altogether diſregard- 
ed; only it was ſtipulated that the ſucceſſion to the 
Duchics of Tuſcany, Parma, and Placentia, claimed by 
the queen of Spain as heireſs of the houſes of Medicis 
and Farneſe, ſhould devolve upon her eldeſt fon in caſe 
of a failure of male iſſue: and three months only were 
allowed to the parties intereſted in theſe ceſſions to de- 
clare their acceptance or rejection *. Spain, as may be 

| in- 


* Although the regent of France, from his eager deſire to ſecure the 
friendſhip of England, and from perſonal animoſity to the king of Spain, 
entered entirely into the views of the Engliſh monarch upon this occa- 
ſion, he retained at the bottom all the Bourbon prejudices againſt the 
houſe of Auſtria, The principal obſtacle to the alliance concluded in 
1716 between the two kingdoms, was the willingneſs of the Regent 


Slayers 


to aſſent to the expulſion of the Swedes, the ancient enemies of that. 
Houſe, from Germany. © I have,”* ſays the ambaſſador, lord Stair, in 
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a diſpatch addreſſed to ſecretary Craggs, © all along endeavored to per- 
ſuade the Regent that, in the preſent fate of the kingdom of Swe- 
den, it can be of no great ule to France that that crown ſhould pre- 
fer ve a foot in the empire; and that the true and ſolid balance againſt 
the emperor, and ſor preſerving the liberty of Germany, muſt be by 
making a cloſe conjunction among the Princes of the north of Germa- 
ny. This thought, in general, pleales the Regent very well; but he 

does 


ry king is not a hero. 


FR. GEORGE T. tog 
imagined, was little diſpoſed to acquieſce in this ſettle- 
ment, And the propoſitions of general Stanhope, the 
Engliſh fecretary of ſtate, who was himſelf inveſted with 
the character of ambaſſador extraordinary to the court of 
Madrid on this occaſion, were refuſed with diſdain. A 
{till more formidable armament than the former was now 
fitted out by the indefatigable exertions of the Cardinal, 
deſtined for the invaſion of Sicily; his Sicilian majeſty 


having concerted his own meaſures by a ſeparate negoti- 


ation with the court of Vienna; wiſely reſolving to ſub- 
mit to terms, however diſadvantageous, which he found 
himſelf unable to oppoſe with effect. The Spaniards hav- 
ing landed their forces, conſiſting of 30,000 men, flat- 


tered themſelves with the ſpeedy reduction of this rich 


and beautiful iſland. But the king of England, in or- 


der to counteract the deſigns of Spain, had, with the 


Con- 


does by no means like the particular part of it, to deprive the crown 


of Sweden of their dominions in Germany.” When affairs, after this, 


took a different turn; when jealouſies and diſſenſions aroſe between the 
emperor and the king of England, and hopes were entertained that. 
England might be effectually detached from the Auſtrian intereſt ; the 
court of Verſailles entered with more ſincerity, and even with appa- 
rent eagerneſs, into the projects of Hanoverian aggrandizement; ſen- 
ſible that the ſacrifice made by France was trivial in compariſon of the 


advantage gained, Lord Stair, at this period, had the generoſity zea- 


louſly to intercede with the court of London for the pardon of the carl 
of Mar. After being, however, a conſiderable time amuſed with the 
hope of obtaining it, he met with a final and harſh repulſe. “ Lord 
Mar,” ſays the ambaſſador to Mr, Craggs, © is out at the uſage he has 


met with, He ſays, our miniſtry may be great and able men, but that: 


they are not ſkilful in making proſclytes, or kceping friends when they 


have them, I am pretty much of his mind, He was certainly deter- 


mined to leave the Pretender's intereſt, He is now full of reſcntment, 
and in moſt violent agitations.“ How ſtriking the contraſt between 
the policy of the Evgliſh court in this reign, and that of Henry IV. 
of France, aſter his triumphe over the ſation ol the League! But eve- 
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concurrence of parliament, though England had no 
imaginable motive to interfere in the diſtant ſcenes of | 
contention, cauſed a formidable fleet to fail for the Me- 
diterranean, under the command of Sir George Byng, 
with peremptory orders to attack the Spaniſh fleet if en- 
gaged in any hoſtile enterpriſe againſt Naples or Sicily. 
The Britiſh admiral, on his arrival off Cadiz, tranſmit- 
ted by his Secretary a copy of his inſtructions to the 
Cardinal, who peruſed them with great emotion, and af- 
ter ſome deliberation returned for anſwer, „ that the 
chevalier Byng might execute the orders he had received 
from the king his maſter x. The admiral proceeding, 


therefore, on his voyage, caſt anchor with his whole 
fleet in the bay of Naples, where the magniſicence of the 


ſpectacle drew immenſe multitudes of people to the ſur- 
rounding ſhores, which reſounded with loud acclama- 
tions. f + 


On 


* The inſtruQions of the admiral were as follow— “ You are to 
make inſtances with both parties to ceaſe from uſing any farther acts of 
hoſtility ; but in caſe the Spaniards do till inſiſt with their ſhips of war 
and forces to attack the kingdom of Naples, or other the territories of 
the emperor in Italy, or to land in any part of Italy, which can only 
be with a deſign to invade the emperor's dominions, againſt whom 
only they have declared war by invading Sardinia ; or if they ſhould 
endeavor to make themſelves maſters of the kingdom of Sicily, which 
muſt be with a deſign to invade the kingdom of Naples; in fuch caſe 
you are with all your power to hinder and obſtruct the ſame, If it 
ſhould ſo happen, that at your arrival with our fleet under your com- 
mand in the Mediterranean, the Spaniards ſhould already have landed 
any troops in Italy, in order to invade the emperor's territories, you 
ſhall endeavor amicably to diſſuade them from perſevering in ſuch an 
attempt; and offer them your aſſiſtance to help them to withdraw 
their troops and put an end to farther acts of hoſtility. But in caſe 
theſe your friendly endeavors ſhould prove ineffectual, you ſhall, by 
keeping company with or intercepting their ſhips or convoys, or if it be 
neceſſary, by openly oppoſing them, defend the emperor's territorics 


frm any ſarther attempt.“ 
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On receiving intelligence from count Daun, the vice- 
roy, that Meſſina, the capital of Sicily, was reduced to 


the laſt extremity ; he again weighed anchor, and on the 


gth of Auguſt 1718 he came in light of the Faro of 
Meſſina, and diſpatched his own captain with a meſſage 


to the marquis de Lede, commander of the Spaniih 
forces, propoſing a ceſiation of arms in Sicily for two 


months, that the powers of Europe might have opportu- 
nity to concert meaſures for reſtoring a laſting peace; 
declaring, at the ſame time, that ſhould this propoſal be 


rejected, he ſhould, in purſuance of his inſtructions, uſe 


all his force to prevent farther attempts to diſturb the 
dominions the king his maſter had engaged to defend. 
The Spaniſh general anſwered, “ that he had no power 
to treat of an armiſtice, but ſhould obey his orders, 
which were, to reduce Sicily to the dominion of his maſ- 
ter the king of Spain.” On the 31th of Auguſt the 


Spaniſh fleet, conſiſting of twenty-ſeven fail of the line, 


was deſcried off the coaſt of Calabria, lying-to in the 
order of battle; and though on the approach of the Bri- 
tiſh ſquadron they bore away apparently with the view of 
maintaining a running fight, the ſuperior manceuvres of 
the Engliſh commander ſoon brought on a cloſe action, 
which before ſunſet terminated in the, almoſt total de- 
ſtruction of the Spaniſh fleet; Don Caſtanita the com- 
mander in chief, and three other admirals, being cap- 


tured. Captain Walton being detached by Sir George 


Byng, with five ſhips of the line, in purſuit of a divi- 


ſion of the Spaniards much ſuperior in force, acquainted 


the Engliſh admiral with the event of his undertaking, 
in the following memorable letter: =« Sir, We have 
deſtroyed all the Spaniſh ſhips and veſſels which were 
upon the coaft, the number as per margin.” Upon in- 
ſpecting the margin of this laconic epiſtle, no leſs than 
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thirteen ſhips of war of different deſcriptions were found 
compriſed in it. It is ſaid that rear-admiral Cammock, 
a native of Ireland, who commanded one of the diviſions 


of the Spaniſh fleet, propoſed to the commander in 


chief to remain in the road of Paradiſe, where the coaſt 
is bold and the anchorage: good, with their broadſides 
towards the ſea, in order of battle: a poſition in which 


the Britiſh fleet might have been greatly annoyed from 


the batteries erected on ſhore; and the various and ra- 
pid currents would have prevented a cloſe and regular ap- 


proach. But the evil genius of Spain predominated, and 


this propoſal was rejected. In reward of this great vic- 
tory, Sir George Byng was raiſed to the dignity of the 
peerage by the ſtyle and title of viſcount Torrington, 
and received other diſtinguiſhed marks of the royal fa- 
vor. But the court of Madrid exclaimed in the moſt 


paſſionate language againſt the conduct of England, as 


contrary to the law of nations, and a flagrant violation 
of the moſt ſolemn engagements ; and orders were iſſued at 
all the ports of Spain and the Indies, for making repriſals 
upon the Engliſh; in conſequence of which, war was 
formally declared by England againſt Spain, which was 
ſoon followed by a like declaration on the part | of the Re- 
gent of France. 

Theſe tranſactions, however, did not paſs abroad with- 
out ſevere notice and animadverſion at home. In the 
ſeſſion of parliament which commenced Nov. 1717, the 
king had in his ſpeech aſſured the two houſes that his 
endeavors to preſerve the public tranquillity had not been 
unſucceſsful; and that he had reaſon to believe they 
would in the end produce their full effect. A conſidera- 
ble reduction of the army vas in conſequence propoſed 
on the part of the miniſters, who contented themſelves 
with moving for 18,000 men only for the ſervice of the 

enſuing 
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enſuing year. Even this force was deemed by the oppo- 
ſition very unneceſſary, and an effort was in vain made 
to limit the number to 12,000. Mr. Walpole, in parti- 
cular, declaimed with much energy on the danger of a 
ſtanding army in a free country; and he affirmed, that 
though a conſiderable proportion of the privates had been 
diſbanded, the officers had been retained; and the ſol- 
diers wanting to complete the ſeveral companies and re- 
giments might be raiſed with beat of drum in twenty- 
four hours; ſo that a force double to what was intended 
by parliament was virtually. veſted in the crown. And 
Mr. Shippen, in the courſe of a very able ſpeech, de- 
clared the expence attending the army to be the ſmalleſt 
- objection to it. The chief argument againſt it was, that 
the civil and military power would not long ſubſiſt toge- 
ther. Far from being neceſſary to our protection, he 
apprehended ſo great a force to be inconſiſtent with our 
ſafety. In certain circumſtances an army might be ne- 
ceſſary, but in {uch circumſtances it was only to be choſen 
as the leſſer evil; for that, abſtractedly conſidered, it 
was an evil, every lover of liberty muſt acknowledge. 
« I know (ſaid this inflexible patriot) that theſe aſſer- 
tions interfere with ſome paragraphs of his majeſty's 
ſpeech. But we are to conſider that ſpeech as the 
compoſition of the miniſters and adviſers of the crown, 
and we are therefore at liberty to controvert every. 
propoſition in it, particularly thoſe which ſeem calcu- 
lated rather for the MERIDTAN of GErMany than of 
GREAT BRITAIN. But it is the infeliciiy of his majeſty's 
reign, that he is unpequainted with our language and CoN- 
ST1TUTION 3- and it is therefore the more incumbent. 
upon his Britiſh miniſters to inform him, that our go- 
vernment does not ſtand upon the ſame foundation with 
that which is eſtabliſhed in his German dominions. If 
we recur to the hiſtory of Europe, we ſhall. find that 


the nations once free have loſt their liberties by n 
Yet; L © EE oe _: on 
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on ſome plauſible pretence of exigence, their princes ts 
maintain an armed force during peace. They perceived, 


too late, that they had erected a power ſuperior to them: 
felves, and they now wear the chains which they forged 
for their own necks: The conſent of parliament is 
indeed alleged in favor of the army entruſted to the 
crown in this country. But the conſent of parliament 


cannot alter the nature of things, or prevent the ſame - 


cauſes from producing the ſame effects. No art can diſ- 
guiſe from an army, however denominated, the know- 
ledge of its own ſtrength ; and the experience of the laſt 
century has taught us, that a parliament army may give 
as deep a wound to the conſtitution as an army of the 
crown. So long as the army, therefore, is continued, 
ſo long is the conſtitution ſuſpended ; ſo long is it at the 
mercy of thoſe who command it.”—During this ſpeech, 
Mr. Lechmere had taken down in writing thoſe marked 
expreſſions which ſeemed pointed not ſo much againſt 
the miniſters as the king: and when Mr. Shippen had 
fat down, Mr. Lechmere immediately roſe and ſtated to 
the houſe that theſe words were a ſcandalous invective 
againſt his majeſty's perſon and government—ſuch as 
merited the higheſt reſentment of that houſe; and he 
therefore moved, that the member who had ſpoken them 


be committed to the tower. This motion was immedi- 


ately ſeconded by Mr. Spencer Cowper, ſupported by 
Sir Joſeph Jekyl and various others; on which Mr. Wal- 
pole deſired that the member might be permitted to ex-, 
plain theſe raſh words, ſpoken in the heat of debate, 
But Mr. Shippen declared that he defired ho ſuch indul- 
gence, and that the words needed neither explanation 
nor apology. The houſe in a flame immediately reſolved 
that the chairman leave the chair; and the ſpeaker re- 


ſuming his place, Mr. Farrer, member ſor Bedford, re- : 
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ported from the committee the words ſpoken by Mr. 
Shippen; upon which Mr. Shippen withdrew. 
queſtion being put, „that the words ſpoken by William 
Shippen, Eſq. a member of this houſe, are highly dil- 
honorable to, and unjuſtly reflecting on, his majeſty's 


perſon and government,” it was carried in the affirmative 


by 175 voices againſt 81, and the ſpeaker was ordered to 


iſſue his warrant for the immediate commitment of Mr. | 


Shippen to the tower. 


The ſeſſion cloſed in March; a few days previous to 


which, the king by a royal meſſage informed the houſe 
c that he had reaſon to judge from the information he 
had lately received from abroad, that an additional na- 
and an addreſs was moved 
and preſented, aſſuring his majeſty, „that the houſe 
would make good ſuch exceedings as his majeſty in his 
royal wiſdom ſhould deem neceſſary for the purpoſe of 
giving effect to his unwearied endeavors to preſerve the 
No diviſion on this motion took place 
Mr. Walpole alone obſerving, “that this pacific addreſs 
had violently the air of a DECLARATION OF WAR,” The 
parliament again meeting Nov. 1718, the king, in his 
ſpeech, declared that the court of Spain had rejected all 
his amicable propoſals, and had broke through their moſt 
ſolemn engagements for the ſecurity of the Britiſh com- 


merce. To vindicate therefore the faith of his former 


treaties, as well as to maintain thoſe he had lately made, 
and to protect and defend the trade of his ſubjects, which 
had been violently and unjuſtly oppreſſed, it became ne- 
ceflary for his naval forces to check their progreſs; ; that 


. notwithſtanding the ſucceſs of his arms, that court had 
lately given orders at all the ports of Spain, and the 


Weſt- Indies, to fit out privateers againſt the Engliſh. 
He faid, that he was perſuaded a Britiſh parliament 
would enable him to reſent ſuch treatment; 5 and he aſſur- 
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ed them that his — brother the Regent of France Was 
ready to concur with him in the moſt vigorous meaſures. 
An addreſs of thanks and congratulation being propoſed, 
it was forcibly urged, that ſuch addreſs might be attend- 


ed with the moſt ſerious conſequences, as ſtamping with 


the ſanction of parliament, meaſures which, upon 


examination, might appear equally contrary to the law 
of nations and the intereſts of Great Britain. And it 


was moved in the houſe of peers by lord Strafford, that 


the inſtructions of admiral Byng might be laid before the 


houſe. General (now created earl) Stanhope replied, 


that there was no occaſion to ſubmit the admiral's in- 
ſtructions to public diſcuſſion, as the treaties, of which 


the late ſea-fight was a neceſſary conſequence, had alrea- 
dy received the approbation of parliament. He accuſed 
the court of Spain of a violation of the treaty of Utrecht 


and of public faith, in attacking the emperor while he 2 


was engaged in a war againſt the common enemies of 
Chriſtendom. He added likewiſe, that it was high time 
to check the growth of the naval power of Spain, in 
order effectually to protect the Britiſh commerce, which 


had been violently oppreſſed by the Spaniards. In the 


lower houſe, Mr. Walpole declaimed with much vehe- 
mence and energy againſt the late meaſures; and affirm- 
ed, that to ſanction them by the propoſed addreſs would 
anſwer no other purpoſe than to ſcreen from puniſhment 
the miniſters of the crown, who had dared to plunge 
the nation into a war with Spain, of which they now 
wiſhed to relieve themſelves from the reſponſibility. He 
declared that, inſtead of the entire ſatigfaction which 
they were called upon to expreſs, he would ſubſtitute an 
entire diſatisfat7ion ; for the conduct of adminiſtration 


had been both faithleſs and pernicious. And on a ſubſe- 


quent * of the queſtion, Mr. Shippen, with 


unbroken 


PPP e 
4 7 7 . 2 


£ 1 ; : 2 F 
S % oy = 3% * Z wa - 17 7 i Y if 1 y 
-, I 5 5 4 n * Y . 7 * 7 2 2 ES 7 e 22 Bu 0. TOO SI. — — 1 ” r 85 

* Kody <4 £ er 0 r "= e IN Woke ont * 238 PART Ph 1 oy RIES NL abi? be Pot be, © On Ss es 0 OE Fn Dem FEY 

1 Fg E 8 Pt 4 / / . ER PITS er F n 1 OI nt > 

PETS OS, A F e WES ACT LY nd (KTK n 1 8 . 8 ann vg Y 

88 oF r PF; T A AA Serre . 2 F 3 52 TIT ä 8 Bt 5 Y R D 8 - 

5 a 7 * 3 A N : 9 Wh one *Y 7 PL ö 5 1 EVE ys. Coord IG 
N V eee e c Sor Ree: b e N — 5 8 ; c Ne > ee: 

— *> PA! 1 ft * . 8 4 5 * $I H 5 2 8 7 4 N nb AY -- es *. r 8 ” N * F N * * * g * 8 


9 Ie i 
YN 
N ot 


CE ANC ak 
. LS I 


A+ 
4 
es 
B IA 
A 
1 
2 
E 5 
4 * 
2 
. Por 
2 
* 
* 1 
Mo 
N 
IVE] 
. 
. 
88 
1 
* 
1757 
. 92 1 
GE 255 
A 
5 
* 
* 


2 


k. nnn - 


unbroken ſpirit, obſerved, « that there exiſted no ne- 
ceflity for involving this nation in a war, on account of 
any mercantile grievances, as there was every reaſon to 
believe they might be amicably redreſſed; and added, 
that the war ſeemed to be calculated for another MERID IAN.“ 


The expreſſion, though r - of deflance, 


paſſed unnoticed; and Mr. Methhen, who had recently 
reſigned the ſeals, accounted and apologized for the dila- 
torineſs of the court of Spain, in reſpect to the mercan- 
tile grievances complained of from the multiplicity and 


diverſity of regulations which prevailed in the ſeveral 


provinces and ports of that kingdom“. An expreſſion in 
the anſwer of the Engliſh court to a memorial of the 
marquis de Monteleone, the Spaniſh ambaſſador, was 
animadverted upon as very extraordinary—it being there- 
in ſtated, “ That his majeſty the king of Great Britain 
did not ſeek to aggrandize himſelf by any new acquiſition, 
but was rather inclined to ſacrifice ſomething of his own 


to procure the general quiet and tranquillity of Europe.” 


This was faid to be a very uncommon ſtretch of conde- 
ſcenſion. The king of Spain was to be tempted by an offer 
from England—which offer was ſuſpected to be the ceſ- 
lion of Gibraltar, or Minorca—to accede to the terms of 
the quadruple alliance, by which nothing was gained by 
England, and the great object of which was plainly the 


ſecurity of the king's German acquiſitions, and the ag- 


grandizement of Hanover. The addreſs however was at 
length carried ; but the commons thought proper to vote 


no more than 26,000 men for the entire amount of the 


ſea and land ſervice of the year. re 
| Wholly 


* Mr, Methuen, afterwards Sir Paul Methuen, had reſided ſeveral 
years in the quality of ambaſſador at the court of Liſbon, where he 


negotiated the famous treaty with Portugal known by the name of the 
Mr ruf Tray. 


1138 KE. GEORGE T. 


Wholly actuated by the blind and furious ſpirit of ro- 


venge, Cardinal Alberoni had by this time ſormed a rath 
and romantic project for the elevation of the pretender, 
now received and acknowledged as king of England at 
| Madrid, to the throne of Great Britain. And a new 
armament was equipped at Cadiz, on board of which 
60co regular troops, with arms for a much larger num- 
ber, were embarked under the command of the duke of 
Ormond. Scarcely, however, had they reached Cape 
Finiſterre, but they were diſperſed and ſhattered by a 
violent tempeſt, which totally diſabled them from proſe- 
cuting their voyage. Two frigates only, with the earls 
Mareſchal and Seaforth and the marquis of Tullibardine, 
with 300 Spaniſh ſoldliers on board, arrived in Scotland, 
where they were joined by tome clans of highlanders.— 
But on the approach of the King's forces the highlanders, 
after a vain though vigorous attempt to defend the paſs 
of Glenthiel, diſperſed, and, the Spaniards ſurrendered 
themſelves priſoners of war. Meantime the efforts of 
the Englith aruis abroad were attended with briltiant ſuc- 


cels. In conſequence chicfly of the able and uninter- 


mitted excrtions of Sir George Byng, and the powerful 
aſſiſtance which the e Impcrialiſts derived from the Britiſh 


fleet, the Spaniards were reduced. to the humiliating ne- 


ceſſity of evacuating the iſland of Sicily and Sardinia.— 
For though the marquis de Lede, notwithſtanding the 
deciſive victor), ob:ained by Sir George Bong, had com, 
pelled ihe city of Meſſina to ſurrender, the Spanith army 


was cttegtually preckided, by the vigilance of the Britiſh | 


adiniral, from receiving any reinforcements or ſupplies 
by tea. and on the other hand, a numerous body of 
Troperiai.its, commanded by the Count de Merci, was 
Janded on the land under convoy of the Britiſh fleet; 
by the vigorous co-operation of which the city of Meſ- 

na was recovered, On the: *ppreach of ſpring, Palernio 


Was 
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was inveſted, the Count de Merci marching acrols the 


mountains, while the Britiſh fleet coaſted along the thore. 


The Marquis de Lede, who had retreated under the can- 
non of Palermo, now prepared to give battle to the Im- 
perialiſts, although in his circumſtances a defeat muſt 


have proved fatal; when a felucca arrived with difpatches 
from the court of Madrid, empowering the marquis to 


ſign a convention, by which Spain agreed to relinquiſh 
her pretenſions to Sicily ; and the ſhattered remains of 
her troops were immediately embarked at Tauromini for 
Barcelona. Such was the juſt confidence placed by the 


king of England in the zeal and ability of the gallant 


officer inveſted with the high and arduous commiſſion 
thus proſperouſly terminated, that in reply to an applica- 
tion for inſtructions, his majeſty declared, “ he would 
ſend him none, for that he well knew how to act with- 
out any.” And the uniform ſucceſs attending all his 


enterpriſes, vulgarly afcribed to fortune, a more juſt and 


accurate diſcernment, tracing the concatenation of events, 
perceived to be the natural conſequence of the wiſdom and 
vigor with which his meaſures were invariably planned 
and executed. During theſe tranſactions in Sicily, lord 


Cobham, with a conſiderable force, made a deſcent on 
Spain and took Vigo. Preparations alſo were making for 


an expedition againſt Spaniſh America; and an army of 
French, which had penetrated into Spain, under the 
duke of Berwick, reduced the towns of Fontarabia and 
St. Sebaſtian. So that the court of Madrid found itſelf 
attacked on all ſides, its ſchemes completely diſconcerted, 


and no refource leſt but to accede, however reluctantly, 
to the terms of the quadruple alliance—the remaining 


differences between the emperor and the king of Spain 
being referred to a congreſs at Cambray, which, how- 
ever, after a very long and tedious diſcuſſion, was at laſt 
diſſolved without coming to any terms of agreement 


; ; A treaty 
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A treaty of peace was now likewiſe concluded (Novem- 


ber 1719), through the mediation of France, by the 
king of England, with Ulrica Queen of Sweden, ſiſter 
and ſucceſſor to Charles XII.; by which Bremen and 


Verden were ſecured to Hanover at the expence of a mil- 


hon of rix-dollars—a far more conſiderable ſum than the 
revenues of that electorate were generally deemed com- 
petent to diſcharge. This peace, entitled a peace be- 
tween Sweden and Great Britain, was negociated and 
figned by a Hanoverian miniſter, one Adolph-Frederic 
Van Baſſawitz, who had the preſumption to engage, 6 in 


the name of his Britannic majeſty, bath as king and elec- 
tor, immediately to renew the ancient alliances and 


friendſhips, &c. &c. as alto the guaranties upon the foun- 
dation of the treaty of peace concluded amongſt the allies of the 
North, or <vhich may be concluded or applied to the profit of 
the ducal houſe of Halſtein Gollorph, —or, in plain terms, 
he undertakes to guarantee Sleſwic to Denmark, Bremen 
and Verden to Hanover, and the eventual equivalent for 
Slefwic to the duke of Holſtein. Early in the following 
year (1720) a treaty of alliance was concluded between 
the crowns of Great Britain and Sweden, by which his 
Britannic majeſty ſtipulated not only to furnith the power- 
ful ſuccors therein ſpecified, but to engage his friends 
and allies. to contribute by ſubſidies and auxiliary troops 
« ad coercendum Corum Rufſie'—the expreſs words of 
the treaty. In both theſe treaties the lolles ſuſtained by 
the Engliſh commerce in conſæquence of the depredations 
of the Swedes, which formed the only plauſible pretext 
for involving Britain in this quarrel, were paſſed over 
unnoticed. And while the petition from the merchants 
was lying negiected and forgotten on the table of the 
houſe of commons, the ſum of 52,000). in conſequence 
of a meſſage from his majeſty, was voted as. a ſubſidy to 
Sweden. After all the indefatigable exertions and ex- 
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penſive ſacrifices of the king of England to procure from 


| the court of Stockholm the abfolute ceſhon of Bremen 
and Verden, and which was at length ſo happily and un- 


expectedly accomplithed, the inveſtiture of thoſe duchies, 
of which he had been ſo long and eager an expectant, 


notwithſtanding the mighty ſervices rendered to the 


houſe of Auſtria, was not yet obtainable from the grati- 
tude or condeſcenſion of the court of Vienna. On the 


contrary, the emperor ſeemed to think thoſe ſervices 


amply compenſated by the protectorial commiſſion with 
which that monarch had been recently inveſted by his 
imperial majeſty for the adminiſtration of the duchy of 


Mecklenburg—the duke of Mecklenburg being ſuſpend- 
ed from his government, by a ſentence of the aulic 


council, for tyranny and mal-adminiſtration. And it is 
even aſſerted upon good authority, that this commiſſion 
was actually and formally exchanged at the court of 
Vienna, for the INSTRUCTIONS of Sir George Byng.” 
The affairs of Mecklenburg had long occupied a large 
ſhare of the attention of the king of England, who was 
ſtrongly ſuſpected of a deſign to add that Duchy to his 
other acquiſitions in Germany. And the duke of Meck- 
lenburg, in his ſeveral memorials to the diet at Ratiſbon, 
openly charges the houſe of Lunenburg with aſpiring to 
the abfolute ſovereignty of Lower SAaxonr ; and af- 
ſirms that the troubles in his dominions have been con- 


tinually fomented and inflamed by the court of Heren- 
hauſen exprefsly with that view. But though the em- 


peror was at little pains to conceal his diſlike and jealouſy 
of theſe deſigns, the neceſſity of his affairs compelled 
him to this conceſſion, which was apparently conſidered 
only as a prelude to a more firm and permanent poſſeſ. 
ſion. The king of England, in purſuance of his engage- 
ments with Sweden, ſending in the ſummer of this year, 
1720, a powerful ſquadron into the Baltic, the Ruſtians— 
5 . knowing 


P 


: * 
—— bs 8 0 
* — 4 — . one » oy 1 —— 
— ĩͤ rai 2 . i — 2 2 4 ** 
7 2 2 — — n — 3 3 — 
8 ——— —— — — — 2 2 r > * ” 


. o 2- 
—— 2 
* TEST 


— 


— 


i e, 


— * 
e 
n 


et a * 
vo, * E 8 
n 


n 5 > zu #1, — = 2 : 4 < os Fl 
TW" 2 X 


eine. >. og 
n 
— 


. ” * 
n 1 
2 E * * 
by ERS Ne 


> 
——Aea, . 11 
_ — — « . 
. Swe" 


— — 
. ——— 


— — — — 
— 


e 8 * * 
> 2 1 N 


the proteſtation of the epiſcopal bench againſt the clauns 


111 k. GEORGE 1. 


knowing that the commander Sir John Norris had in. 
ſtructions ſimilar to thoſe under which Sir George Byng 
had lately ated—retired into their ports; and a peace 
was ſoon afterwards concluded between the crowns of 
Sweden and Ruſſia; not, however, without ſtrong marks 
of reſentment on the part of the Czar, at what he 
fiyled «„ The inſolent interpoſition of Great Britain.” 

It will now be proper to revert to thoſe domeſtic oc- 


currences, the relation of which has been interrupted by 


this recital of foreign tranſactions. The riots and tumults 


which were the natural conſequence of the meaſures 


adopted by the prefent miniſtry, broke out afreſh from 
time to time in various parts of the kingdom with alarm- 
ing ſymptoms of diſaffection and violence. But the ſpirit 
of difloyalty and ſedition feemed to diſplay itfelf at this 
period with more conſpicuous malignity at the city of 
Oxford than perhaps any other place; infomuch that it 
was neceſſary by the government to ſtation there a conſi- 


derable military force, between whom and the. youth of 
the univerſity frequent occaſions of quarrel aroſe, ſome 


of which were of magnitude to come under judicial cog- 
nizancez and that ancient and venerable feat of the 
muſes ſeemed by a deplorable fatality to be converted into 
the temple of civil diſcord. - On the return of the king 
from the continent numerous addreſſes of congratulation 
were preſented; amongſt which one from the univerſity 
of Cambridge, particularly noticing the ſuppreflion of 


the late rebellion, was moſt graciouſly received, At a 


meeting of the vice-chancellor and heads of the houſes 
in Oxford, a motion being made for that purpoſe, it was 
rejected wich marked indignation. Dr. Smalridge, biſhop 


of Briſtol and dean of Chriſt Church, had the preceding 


year been removed from his poſt of lord Almoner for 
refuſing, with Atterbury biſhop of Rocheſter, to ſign 
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ol the pretender: this prelate now gratified his reſent- 
ment by declaring e that the rebellion had been long 


ſuppreſſed, and that there would be no end of addreſſes 
ſhould one be preſented every time his majeſty returned 
from Hanover—that any marks of royal favor they had 
received were more than counterbalanced by the troops 
now quartered upon them—and that the hiſtory of this 
country afforded no precedent for addreſſing a king on his 
return from his GERMAN DoMiNions,” As a deciſive 
proof of their alienation from the court, or rather the 
government, Sir Conſtantine Phipps, who on a ſtrong 
preſumption of diſaffection had been removed from his 
office as one of the lords juſtices of Ireland, had an ho- 
norary degree conferred upon him with marks of peculiar 
diſtinction : and the earl of Arran, on the attainder of 


| his brother the duke of Ormond, was choſen to ſucceed 


him as chancellor of the univerfity*. The cry of «e the 
CHURCH 


80 marked at this period was that oppoſition of politics by which 
the two univerſities were long diſtinguiſhed, and all ſymptoms of which 
are net at this day entirely obliterated, that we cannot wonder the 
court ſhould embrace with eagerneſs every opportunity to diſplay its re- 
ſentment againſt the one, and its approbation of the other. A royal 
preſent of books having been ſent to Cambridge ſoon after the com- 
mencement of the tumults at Oxford, the celebrated Dr. Trapp took 


occaſion from this circumſtance to pen the following well-known Epi- 


Our royal maſter ſaw with heedful eyes 

The wants of his two Univerſities: 

Troops he to Oxford ſent, as knowing why 

That learned body wanted loyalty, 

But books to Cambridge gave, as well diſcerning 
That that * loyal body wanted learning. 


Th '5 Epigram received a very happy 1 deciſive retort from the late 
Sir William Brown, as it is laid, ia romptu- 


The king to Oxford ſent a troop of horſe, 
For Tories know no argument but force. 
With equal care to Cambridge books he ſent, 
For Whigs allow no force but argument, | 
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CnuUrcn and SAcyEVEREL” ſeemed ſtill to retain its 


full efficacy and influence over the multitude ; and the 


dwelling-houſes and meeting-houſes of the ſectaries were 
the favorite objects of the popular vengeance. In con- 
ſequence of theſe outrages the houſe of commons pre- 
ſented an addreſs to the king, in which they ſtate, «6 that 
great numbers of his Majeſty's deluded ſubjects had aſ- 
ſembled in a tumultuous and rebellious manner, had com- 
mitted great diſorders, and done great injuries to others 
of their fellow- ſubjects and fellow- proteſtants and they 


declare it to be their indiſpenſable duty to expreſs their 


utmoſt abhorrence of all ſuch traitorous proceedings, and 


their higheſt reſentment againſt tlie authors and pro- 


moters of them; and beſeech his majeſty, that the laws 
now in force may be put in ſpeedy and vigorous executi- 
on againſt them. And they farther deſire, that in juſtice 
to thoſe who for their zeal and firm adherence to his ma- 
jeſty's government have been ſufferers in the ſaid tumul- 
tuous and traitorous diſorders, his majeſty would be 
graciouſly pleaſed to direct an exact account to be taken 
of the loſſes and damages ſuſtained by ſuch ſufferers, in 


order that full compenſation may be made; and aſſuring 


his majeſty that all expences ſo incurred ſhall be made 
good out of the firſt aids granted by parliament.” To 


which the king replied, “ that he would give immediate 


directions for putting in execution the ſeveral matters ſo 


juſtly recommended to him.” This was followed by a 


very loyal and proper addreſs from the diſſenters them- 
ſelves, acknowledging the ſeaſonable protection granted 
them by government, and expreſſing “ a grateful ſenſe 
of his majeſty's gracious anſwer to the addreſs of his 
faithful commons in favour of thoſe? whoſe ſufferings they 
ſo juſtly impute to the zeal diſplayed by them for his 
majeſty's perſon and government. We deſire,“ ſay they, 
% noting more e than to en oy our civil rights, with a full 
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nber * to profeſs our own religious ſentiments, which we 


take to be a privilege due to all men. Nor know we any 
reaſon why we have now ſuffered from the outrages of 
diſaffected perſons, but becauſe we were known to be a 
body of men fixed in our duty to your majeſty.” To this 
addreſs his majeſty replied in the moſt gracious terms, 


« expreſling his deep concern at the unchriſtian and. bar- 
barous treatment which they had met with, and aſſuring 
them of his royal protection and a full compenſation for 


all their ſufferings.” At this period the Rio Aci paſſed 


for the prevention of ſimilar diſorders, declaring it to be 


felony for more than twelve perſons to remain aſſembled 
more than one hour after its being publicly read by the 
magiſtrate : and by the falutary operation of this law, the 
internal tranquillity of the kingdom was ina great degree 
reſtored and eſtablithed. | 

Notice has been already taken of the reſi ignation of 
Mr. Walpole, who had ſucceeded, on the deceaſe of the 


earl of Halifax“, to the high and important poſt of firſt 


lord commiffioner of the treaſury. During his ſhort 
continuance in office he had exhibited a ſignal proof of 
his financial ability, in the introduction of the memora- 


ble 


* The earl of Harirax ſurvived 2 very ſhort time only, his appoints 
ment as firſt lord commiſſioner of the treaſury, which office he had be- 


fore ſuſtained with high reputation, during the latter years of the reign 
of king WILLIAu— dying after a few days illneſs, in the vigor of his 


age, May 19, 1715. It is believed that he aſpired to the poſt of lord 
Eiph treaſurer, and was little pleaſed with the king's determination to 
Tut the treaſury into commiſſion. _ Though the abilities of this noble- 
man as a financier and a flateſman were unqueſtionably great, he is 
chiefly known to poſterity as a munificent f atron of literature; main- 
taining in this reſpe an illuſtrious rivalſhip with the earl of Oxford, 
tic head of the oppoſite faction; and in the ſpace of eighty intervening 
rare, theſe noblemen have had, it is not enough to ſay, no equals, but 
no ſuccefſors. When, on the great and memorable change of adminiſ- 
ation, A. P. I710, the earl of Halifax interceded with the earl of 

: El Oxford 
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ble bill which enacted, that all the public funds redeem- 
able by law, and bearing higher intereſt than five per 
cent. be redeemed according to their reſpective proviſoes 
or clauſes of redemption, or, with conſent of the pro- 
prietors, be converted into an intereſt or annuity not ex- 
ceeding five per cent. per annum, redeemable by parlia- 
ment. And by this bill the joint ſurpluſſes ariſing, as 
well from the propoſed reduction of intereſt from ſix to 
five per cent. as from the exceſſes of the ſeveral taxes 
appropriated to the payment of the intereſt, were ſo- 
lemnly declared to be ſolely and unalicnably applicable, 

under 


Oxford in bring of the Engliſh Meaandae; Congreve, who, through the 


favor of Halifax, enjoyed a lucrative place under the government; 


Oxſord, with great dignity and elegance, replied, 


Non obtuſa adeo geſtamus pectora Pœni, 
Nec tam averſus equos 'Tyria fol jungit ab urbe.“ 
A very invidious caricature portrait of the earl of Halifax is to be 
found in the ſatires of Pope, under the name of Buro: 


« Proud as Apollo on his forked hill 
Sat full-blown Buro, puff'd by every quill; 
Fed with ſoft dedication all day long, 
Horace and he went hand in hand in ſong ; 
His library, where buſts of Poets dead, 
And a true Pindar ſtood without a head, 
Receiv'd of wits an undiſtinguiſh'd race, 
Vho firſt his judgment aſk'd—and then a place 3 ; 
Dryden alone—what wonder ! came not nigh, 
Dryden alone eſcap'd this judging eye: 
But till the Great have kindneſs in reſerve— 
He help'd to bury whom he help'd to ſtarve.”? 


Pope has elſcwhere taken pains to impreſs the idea, that this noble- 
man was a mere ſcioliſt in literature ; and having matters of much more 
importance than poetry to engage his attention, it may eaſily be ſup- 
poſed that his criticiſms were often halty and ſuperficial. The poetical 
remains of lord Halifax, it muſt be confeſſed, do little honor to his 
memory, except as they afford a proof of his early and devoted attach- 
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wader the denomination of a SINKING FUND, to the 


rliſcharge of the principal of the public debt contracted 


previous to the 25th of December of the preceding year 


1716. Had this plan been as ſteadily proſecuted as it 
was wiſely concerted, the nation would have been ſoon 
relieved from her pecuniary difficulties. For, as in con- 
ſequence of the progreſſive redemption of the debt the 
ſurpluſſes muſt increaſe with accelerated rapidity, its in- 


ternal energy, without. ſtrict attention to the regular 
though complex mode of its operation, is wholly incon- 
ceivable. Of this plan of redemption it may with pe- 
culiar and ſtriking propriety be ſaid. 


« Mobilitate viget, vireſque acquirit eundo.“ 
” Every moment brings | 
New vigor to its flight, new pinions to its wings.“ 


The immediate cauſe of the ſeceſſion of Mr. Walpole, 


whoſe example was followed by his friends, Mr. Methuen 
ſecretary of ſtate, and Mr. Pulteney ſecretary at war, 
afterwards ſo famous and ſo formidable as his antagoniſt, 
has been already intimated, and was now unreſervedly 


avowed to be his total diſapprobation of the continental 


politics of the court, which he perhaps deemed not 


merely injurious to the nation, but eventually hazardous 
| to 


* 


ment to the muſes. There is however one beautiſul paſſage, which 


well deſerves to be reſcued from oblivion, in his epiſtle to the earl of 
Dorſet, on the victory gained by king WILLIAM on the banks of the 
Boyne, in which that monarch received a Night contuſion irom a muſ- 


quet ball, which grazed on his ſhoulder ; 


« O, if in France this hero had been born, 
| What glittering. tinſel would his ads adorn ! 

Their plays, their ſongs, would dwell upon his wound, 
And operas repeat no other ſound ; | 
Boyne would for ages he the painter's theme, 
The Gobelins? labor, and the poet's dream ; 
The wounded arm would furniſh all their rooms, 
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to the ſafety of the miniſter who ſhould venture publicly 
to juſtify or ſupport them. For it did not at this time 
clearly appear how far the complaiſance of parliament 
would in time extend. Nor was it previouſly very credible 
that the intereſts of three powerful kingdoms ſhould be 
made entirely ſabſervient, by men choſen to guard and 
protect them, to the aſpiring views of a German elec- 
torate. But experience and obſervation taught this mi- 
niſter very different and much juſter notions of things. 
Mr. Walpole was ſucceeded. in the treaſury at firſt by 
general Stanhope, who finding and ingenuoufly acknow- 
ledging his incompetency for that ſtation, ſoon reſigned 
to the carl of Sunderland, who had long aſpired to the 
poſſeſſion of it. Under this nobleman Mr. Aiſlabie acted 
as chancellor of the exchequer; and the celebrated 
Addiſon was advanced in the room of Mr, Methuen to 
the poſt of ſecretary : but being found eſſentially defi- 
_ cient in the requiſite qualifications of a miniſter of ſtate, 
he refigned, on the pretence of ill health and the fatigues 
of office, to Mr. Craggs. And General Stanhope, being 
created an earl, reſumed the ſeals of the foreign depart- 
ment, leaving Aiſlabie and Craggs to conduct the affairs 
of government in the houſe of commons; who, though 
men of good parliamentary talents, were conſidered only 
as ſecondary miniſters to the great efficient leaders, Sun- 
derland and Stanhope. The earl of Oxford, who had 
now remained two years in the tower, was encouraged, 
by the defection of his moſt powerful adverſary, to peti- 
tion the houſe of lords that his impriſonment might not 
be indefinite; and the houſe appointed an early day for 
his trial in Weſtminſter hall, for which the moſt ſolemn 
and magnificent preparations were made, earl Cowper 
preſiding, as on former occaſions, in the capacity of lord 
high ſteward. The articles of the impeachment being 
read, and Sir Jofeph Jeky! ſtanding up as one of the 
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committee of managers in the name of the houſe of com- 


mons of England to make good the firſt charge, lord 


Harcourt aroſe and obſerved, „ that the articles of the 


impeachment being numerous, and two of them only ex- 
tending to the charge of high treaſon, it was ſuperfluous 
to enter into the inveſtigation of the reſt till theſe had 
been decided upon ; for, ſuppoſing him guilty of all, the 
utmoſt their lordſhips could inflift, or the earl could ſuf- 
fer, would amount to no more than the forfeiture of life 
and eſtate.” The commons affected to reſent what they 
ſtyled an encroachment upon their privileges, and pe- 
remptorily refuſed to proceed in the order preſcribed by 
the lords. The lords, on their part, haughtily refuſed a 
free conference on this ſubject, as demanded by the com- 
mons : and on their non-appearance at the ſubſequent 
adjournment of the court, the earl was acquitted ; not, 
as was generally believed, without the ſecret approbation 


and concurrence of the crown. The commons, how- 


ever, preſented an addreſs to the king, deſiring that he 
might be excepted out of the intended act of grace; by 
which they expreſſed at once their ſenſe of the earls de- 
merit, and their conteinpt of their lordſhips ſentence of 
acquittal, The act of grace accordingly paſſed with this 
and ſome other exceptions : and Oxford, to preſerve ap- 


pearances, was forbidden to preſent himfelf at court, but 


no attempt was at any time made to revive the proceed- 
ings againſt him. By virtue of this act the lords Carn- 


wath, Widrington, and Nairne, with many other per- 


ſons of diſtinction concerned in the late rebellion, were 


diſcharged. Lord Nithiſdale had previouſly effected his 


elcape; the earl of Derwentwater and lord viſcount 
Kenmuir only ſuffering the utmoſt rigor of the law. 
In the courſe of this year (1718) the attention of the 


public was excited in a moſt uncommon degree by a ſer- | 


non preached before the king at the chapel-royal, and 
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publiſhed at his expreſs command, by Dr. Benjamin BF 

H oadley, lord biſhop of Bangor, „On the nature of te 

kingdom of CHRIST.“ As the foundation of this memora- 1 

ble diſcourſe, the biſhop ſelected the famous declaration 

of Chriſt to Pilate, the Roman procurator; © MY KING= | 5 

DOM 15 NOT OF THIS WORLD.” And the direct and | < 

undiſguiſed object of it was, to prove “ that the king. - 

i. | dom of Chriſt, and the ſanctions by which it is ſupported - 
my. - were of a nature wholly intellectual and ſpiritual—that 7 
I the cnhuncn, taking the term in its utmoſt latitude of 
ſignification, did not, and could not, poſſeſs the ſlighteſt 7 


degree of aUTHORITY under any commiſſion, or pre- 
tended commiſſion, derived from him: that the church 
of England, and all other national churches, were mere- 
ly civil or human inſtitutions, eſtablithed for the purpoſes 
of diffuſing and perpetuating the knowledge and belief of 
chriſtianity z which contained a ſyſtem of truths, not in 
their nature differing from other truths, excepting by 
their ſuperior weight and importance; and which were 
to be inculcated in a manner analogous to other truths, 
demanding only, from their more intereſting import, 
proportionably higher degrees of care, attention, and 
aſſiduity in the promulgation of them.” It is ſcarcely to 
be imagined in theſe times, with what degree of furious 
7 and malignant rancor theſe plain, fimple, and rational 
principles were attacked by the zealots and champions of 
the church. On the meeting of the convocation, a com- 
mittee was appointed to examine this famous publication ; 
and a repreſentation was quickly drawn up, in which a 
moſt heavy cenſure was paſſed upon it, as tending to 
ſubvert all government and diſcipline in the church of 
Chriſt, to reduce his kingdom to a ſtate of anarchy and 
confuſion, to impugn and impeach the royal ſupremacy in 
matters eccleſiaſtical, and the authority of the legiſlature 
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to enforce obedience 1 in matters of religion by civil ſancti- 
ons. A ſudden ſtop however was put to theſe diſgraceful 
proceedings, by a royal prorogation; and from this pe- 
riod the convocation has never been convened but as a 


mere matter of form, and for the purpoſe of being again 


prorogued. Perhaps, however, in theſe more enlight- 
ened times, this aſſembly might be again permitted to 
reſume its deliberative and legiſlative powers, with ad- 
vantage to the community—ane in no other aſſembly 
could propoſitions of ecclefiaſtical reform originate with 
ſo much effect or propriety. The controverſy which thus 
commenced, was carried on for ſeveral years with great 


ability and animation on the part of the biſhop, aided by 


various excellent pens, though oppoſed by men whoſe 
learning and talents gave an artificial luſtre to bigotry and 
abſurdity. No controverſy, however, upon the whole, 

ever more fully and completely anſwered the purpoſe in- 
tended by it. The obſcurity in which this ſubject had 
been long involved, was diffipated. The public mind 
was enlightened and convinced. CHURCH AUTHORITY, 
the chimara vomiting flames, was deſtroyed; and the 
name of HoaDLEY will be tranſmitted from generation 
to generation, with increaſe of honor, of eſteem, and 
grateful veneration. It would be injuſtice alſo to deny 
to the king himſelf his ſhare of praiſe for countenancing 
and ſupporting opinions ſo oppoſite to thoſę which have 
uſually conſtituted a part of the policy of princes; and 
which reflect equal credit upon his underſtanding and in- 
teority. As a far more important proof, however, of 
the liberal and benignant diſpoſition of this monarch, 


earl Stanhope, his favorite and confidential miniſter, pre- 


ſented to the houſe of lords, Vecember 1718, a bill for 
the repeal of the occaſional conformity and ſchiſm acts, 
paſſed under the late adminiſtration ; and likewiſe ſuch 
clauſes of the teſt and corporation acts as operated to the 

| E | excluſion 
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excluſion of proteſtant diſſenters from civil offices. The 
latter part of the bill had an unexpected and formidable 


obſtacle to encounter in the oppoſition of the lord Cow. , 
per, who joined the Tory lords in ſounding the alarm of 


DANGER f the CHURCH, ſhould the diſſenters be admit- 
ted to the common rights and privileges of citizens in the 
ſtate. Dr. Wake, archbiſhop of Canterbury, a prelate 


eminent for learning and general reſpectability of cha- 
racter, but who, ſince his elevation to the primacy, : 
ſeemed to have loſt ſight in a great meaſure of thoſe ' 


principles to which he owed his advancement, emp' yed 
upon this occaſion ſome arguments againſt the diſſenters, 


which were conſidered by his former friends as not a little | 
extraordinary. He affirmed, „ That the acts this bill 
propoſed to repeal were the main bulwarks of the Eng- 


liſh church; and though he had all imaginable tenderneſ; 


for well-meaning and conſcientious diſſenters, he was com- 


pelled to ſay, that many of that perſuaſion had made a 
wrong uſe of the favor and indulgence ſhewn them at the 
revolution; it was therefore deemed neceflary for the 
legiſlature to interpoſe, in order to put a ſtop to the ſcan- 
dalous practice of occaſional conformity. As to the act 
againſt ſchiſm—the proteſt of the lords againſt which, 
reprobating, in the moſt indignant terms, that deteſta- 
ble ſtatute, he had himſelf ſigned—his Grace added, that 
the repeal of it was SUPERFLUOUS, as no advantage had 
been taken of the act to the prejudice of the diflenters*.” 


In 


* It might be imagined, from that * tenderneſs to well-meaning 
diſſenters,” which this prelate ſo oltentatiouſly profeſſes, and which 
they no doubt are bound with ſuitable humility and gratitude to ac- 
knowledge, that the diſſenters are a weak and ignorant people, enter- 
taining abſurd notions on ſubjects of high and general concern, and 
wholly deſtitute of learning and ability to defend their own principles. 
But of this, not the preſent times only, but © the centuries to come,“ 
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In oppoſition to theſe novel ſentiments of his grace, the 


biſhop of Bangor demonſtrated * that the acts ſtyled by 


the archbiſhop the bulwarks of the church, under hat- 


ever falſe colors they might be diſguiſed, were acts of 
real perſecution : that if the mere pretext of ſelf. preſer- 
vation, or ſelf-defence, was once admitted as a ſufficient 
ground for paſſing laws of this nature, all the heathen 
perſecutions againſt chriſtians, and all the popiſh perſe- 
cutions againſt proteſtants, would be juſtified: that the 


church of England as by law eſtabliſhed ſtood not, and 


he truſted would never ſtand, in need of ſuch miſerable 
ſupports ; that toleration was not a favor, or indulgence, 


but a natural right; and that the ſafety of the church 


was ſecured by no means ſo effectually, as by a regard to 


the juſt and equitable claims of their fellow- citizens. He 
added, „ that the ardent and intemperate zeal which 


many diſplayed for the intereſts of the church, was, he 
feared, principally incited by a regard to their own in- 
tereſts, and by a ſecret and fond attachment to the power, 
the honors, and the emoluments which appertain to it.— 

2 78 The 


As an amuſing contraſt to theſe ſentiments of archbiſhop 
Wake, it may not be improper to oppoſe thoſe of his venerable prede- 
ceſſor archbiſhop Tenniſon, who in the debate on the occaſional con- 


will judge, 


S formity bill, A. D. 1704, declared this decided diſapprobation of the 
= meaſure, 


Far from conſidering occafional conformity as © a ſcandalous 


practice, or “ dangerous to the church,” he affirmed, that it ought 


to be encouraged by all good churchmen, as having an evident tenden- 
cy to conciliate the affections, and to moderate the prejudices, of the 
diſſenters; being in itſelf a laudable exerciſe of Chriſtian charity, and 
nowiſe incompatible with the ſtricteſt integrity, © The employing of 
perſons,” ſaid this excellent prelate, © of a religion different from the 
cſtabliſhed in civil offices, has been practiſed in all countries where liber- 


ty of conſcience has been allowed, We have already gone farther in 


excluding diſſenters than any other country has done. Whatever rea- 
ſons there were to apprehend our religion in danger fram papiſts, when 


4 the teſt act was paſſed, cannot be applicable to the diſſenters at preſent, 
3 On the contrary, maniſeſt i inconveniences reſult from _ excluſion.“ 
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The defire of power and riches was, he owned, natural $ 
to all; but reaſon and religion ought to reſtrain men from 


indulging it, to the injury or prejudice of others; or in 
any manner inconſiſtent with the general rights and liber. 


ties of mankind.” Theſe ſentiments of the biſhop of 
Bangor were ſtrongly enforced by Dr. Kennet biſhop of 


Peterborough, who declared his opinion, that the repeal . 5 


of the acts in queſtion would not be detrimental to the i 


church, but would redound to her advantage and ſecurity, 


He affirmed that the evidence of hiſtory proved the church 
to be moſt ſafe and flouriſhing when the clergy did not 


affect more power than appertains to their ſhare, and 
were tender of the rights and liberties of their fellow. 
ſubjects : but that arbitrary meaſures and perſecutions firlt 
brought, as the experience of the laſt century ſufficiently 
evinced, {ſcandal and contempt upon the clergy, and, at 


laſt, ruin both upon church and ſtate. The chugch, 


faid this prelate, is, I admit, a term of ſacred and vene- 
rable import, and therefore it is, that in the mouths of 
bigots, or of malicious and deſigning men, it has pro- 
duced ſuch fatal effects. The TEMPLE of the LORD 
the TEMPLE of the Lord are WE, was of old the 


boaſt of the ſeditious and abandoned among the Jews, 


and was uſed as a color and incentive to every evil purpoſe. 
The biſhop faid, that the diſſenters, though the molt | 


zealous promoters of the revolution, had hitherto been. 2 : 


no gainers by it; for it was well known that they enjoyed 
the full benefits of toleration under king James. And 
he ſtated as a groſs political abſurdity, that they were in- 
capacitated by the teſt from ſerving that government of 
which they were allowed to be the firmeſt friends; and 


alluding to what had paſſed in the courſe of the debate, 


he declared „that he hoped it would not be thought ſuf⸗ 


ficient, in oppoſition to the phineſt dictates of juſtice and | 
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equity, which called aloud for the repeal of theſe acts, to | 
ſay, © that the example of Sw EDEN was otherwiſe.” 

In this memorable debate, no one diſtinguiſhed himfelf 
more than lord Lanſdowne, who had imbibed in all their 


virulence the antient principles of Toryiſm; who had 
been a ſteady and inveterate enemy to the Hanoverian 
ſucceſſion z and who was happy to embrace this occaſion 
of pronouncing an inveQive againſt the diſſenters, replete 
with malignant and farcaſtic wit, and breathing a ſpirit 
which, unreſtrained by external cauſes, would doubtleſs 
have difplayed itſelf in all the terrors of the moſt ſan- 
guinary perſecution, This nobleman declared, “ That 
he always underſtood the act of toleration to be meant as 
an indulgence for tender conſciences, not a licenſe for 
hardened ones—and that the act to prevent occaſional 
conformity was deſigned only to correct a particular crime 
of particular men, in which none were included but 
thoſe followers of Judas who came to the Lord's ſupper 
for no other end but to ſell and betray him. It is to me 
(ſaid his lordſhip) a matter of aſtoniſhment, to hear the 
merit of diſſenters ſo highly extolled and magnified with- 
in theſe walls. Who is there among us, but can tell of 
ſome anceſtor either ſequeſtered or murdered by them ? 

The. diſſenters.—Who 
aboliſhed epiſcopacy ? The diſſenters. Who deſtroyed 


freedom of parliament? The diſſenters. Who intro- 


duced government by ſtandin g armies ? The diſſenters.— 
Who waſhed their hands in the blood of their martyred 
ſovereign ? The difſenters.—Have they repented ? No.— 


they glory in their wickedneſs at this day. That they 


have remained not only quiet, but have appeared zealous 
in the ſupport of the preſent eſtabliſhment, is no wonder : 
for who but themſelves, or their favorers, have been 


thought worthy of countenance ? If univerſal diſcontent 
pervades at this time all ranks of people throughout the 
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nation, the reaſon is plain, flagrant, and notorious. It 
ariſes from the inſolence and the preſumption of the diſ- 
ſenters from their open inſults of the clergy- from 
their public vindication of the murder of king Charles I. 
and their vile reflections upon the memory of queen Anne, 
ever dear to the people of England; beſides other inde- 
cent and arrogant provocations, too many to enumerate, 
too grievous to endure. And if all this is done, not only with 
impunity, but with authority and reward, is there not more 
than ſufficient reaſon for jealouſy? a jealouſ. y, which this 
new attempt to break down all the fences and boundaries 
of the church at once, will certainly have no tendency to 
extinguiſh. If indeed (concluded his lordſhip) there are 
individuals amongſt them who pretend to peculiar merit, 
let them ſtand forth, and clearly and explicitly ſtate their 
claims—for Gop forbid but that all of them ſhould have 
their deſerts !”—If at this diſtance of time, and on a cool 
and impartial review of facts, we are, compelled ſeverely 
to cenſure the conduct of the whips, now exerciſing the 
entire powers of government, as exhibiting plain indica- 
tions of the rage and hatred characteriſtic of a political 
faction, it is not difficult to conjecture, from this and 
fimilar ſpecimens of Tory eloquence, to what far more 
dangerous extremes of violence the oppoſite faction, if 
triumphant, were prepared to reſort. The ſpeculative 
principles of the Whigs alſo being in their own nature 
juſt, beneficent, and generous 3 the ſpirit of their admi- 
niſtration, after the firtt emotions of rancor and revenge 
were gratified, became inſenſibly mild, eaſy, and equi- 
table; whereas, had the Tories gained a permanent al- 
cendency, the certain foundation would have been laid of 
an internal and everlaſting ſyſtem of oppreſſion, diſtrac- 

tion, and calamity. | 
Atter long debate, the houſe agreed to leave out the 
clauſes reſpetiing the N and teſt acts; in which 
| | ſtate 
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ſtate it was tranſmitted to and paſſed by the commons; 
and in the royal ſpeech, at the cloſe of the ſeſſion, his 
majeſty expreſſed the higheſt ſatisfaction at this ſignal in- 

ſtance of legiſlative wiſdom and moderation“. | 


Previous however, to the receſs of parliament, a bill 


was unexpectedly brought in, under the ſanction of the 


governments for limiting the * by reſtraining the 
crown 

* Sir Robert Walpole, at this time in oppoſition, with a view to 
embarraſs the meaſures of the court, ſpoke and voted againſt this repeal : 


and he is ſaid frequently to have expreſſed, in the latter years of his life, 


his regret at having joined in the clamors of. the high church party on 
this occaſion, Lord Cheſterfield, then a very young man, and in the 
ſervice of the prince of Wales, who at this period countenanced the 
oppoſition, voted on the ſame fide with more ſincerity : © I thought it 
(fays he) impoſſible for the honeſteſt man in the world to be ſaved out 


olf the pale of the nungen, vot conſidering that matters of opinion do 


not depend upon the will-—that it is as natural and allowable that 
another man ſhould differ in opinion from me, as that I ſhould diſſer 
from him ; and that if we are both ſincere, we are both blameleſs, and 
It may be 
tranſiently remarked, in aniwer to the virulent accuſations of Lord 
Lanſdowne, that it is the height of folly, as well as injuſtice, to charge 
the acts of Cromwell's uſurpation upon the diſſenters or preſbyterians 


of the laſt century —when it is notorious, that they oppoſed them to the 


utmolt of their power—and that 200 members of the houſe of commons 
of that denomination were ſecluded by military. violence from the houſe 
before the ordinance paſſed for the trial of the king. Had the con- 
demnation of that mercileſs and perfidious tyrant—for ſuch, notwith- 
ſtanding his boaſted private and perſonal virtues, he undoubtedly was— 


| reſulted from the unbiaſſed will of the nation, future ages might have 


applauded the act, though, as perpetrated by a deſperate and lawleſs 


faction, in oppoſition to the public will, it is indeed the ſubject of juſt 


abhorrence, Let the guilt of the individuals concerned in this tranſ- 
action, however, be what it may; why are we, who have only an hiſ- 


torical knowledge of the fact, and who live in another age of the world, 


called upon to expreſs our penitence and contrition for it? Certainly, 


the ſervice of the zoth of January is a political farce, upon which the 
wiſdom of government ought long ago to have dropped the curtain,— — 
There is indeed a charge omitted by lord Lanſdowne, but which might 
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crown from enlarging the preſent number of peers by 
more than ſix new creations. This was generally conſi- 
dered as a meaſure not ſo much of policy as of refent- 
ment on the part of the crown, eagerly and intemperate- 
ly deſirous to excite the chagrin, and diminiſh the politi- 
cal importance, of the prince of Wales, who had Highly 
offended the court by the ſupport he had for ſome time 
paſt given to the oppolition. The court influence, weak- 
ened by the late ſeceſſion, and in this inſtance oppoſed by 
the general ſenſe of the nation, which ſaw its tendency 
to elevate the ariſtocracy, and by the eſprit du corps of tlic 
houſe of commons, was however found, upon trial, not 
ſufficiently powerful to carry this favorite but very excep- 
tionable project into effect: and the bill, after being with- 
drawn by lord Stanhope in order to its revival with greater 
force the enſuing ſeſſion, when it paſſed the lords with 
very little difficulty, was ultimately rejected by the com- 
mons, not without evident marks of indignation; the 
diviſion on the queition of commitment being 269 to 177 
voices. 


Mr. 


be properly urged againſt the diſſenters, as containing not fictitious, but 
rea] culpability. It is that, poſſefling the authority and confidence of 
the nation in the convention parliament of 1660, they had the unpar- 
donable weakneſs to reſtore king Charles II. to the crown, without any 
previous limitations or conditions. Let the idolizers of kings, who have 
hearts to feel, if not underſtandings to be convinced, view the intereſting 
and affecting portrait now in the poſſeſſion of lord Elliot, of his illuſ- 
trious anceſtor Sir John Elliot, who, with many other diſtinguiſhed 
patriots, was, for his noble exertions in the cauſe of liberty, committed 
to the Tower, after the diſſolution of the laſt of the early parliaments 
of Charles I, He is drawn pale, languiſhing, and emaciated—but dit- 
daining to make the abje& ſubmiſſion required of him by the tyrant, 
he expired under the exceſſive rigors of his confinement, leaving this 
portrait as a legacy and memento to his poſterity and to mankind; who, 
in thc contemplation of ſuch enormities, have reaſon to rejoice 


& When vengeance in the lurid air 
Liſts her red arm expos'd and bare,” 


1 
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Mr. Walpole particularly diſtinguiſhed himſelf by the 


animation of his oppoſition to this bill. By an alluſion 


happily imagined, he compared the two houſes of parlia- 
ment to the temples of Fame and Virtue, and obſerved 


that, „ among the Romans, the former was placed be- 
hind the latter, to denote that fame was no otherwiſe at- 
tainable than by virtue. But if the preſent bill paſſed i into 
a law, one of the moſt powerful incentives to virtue 
would be taken away. He affirmed that this bill would 
not only operate as a diſcouragement to merit, but would 
endanger the conſtitution : that. the peers were already 
poſſeſſed of ſufficient privileges; but that the propoſed 
limitation of their number would prodigiouſſy enhance 
their authority, and in time reduce the commons to a 
ſtate of ſervile dependency : that he was aſtoniſhed their 


lordſhips could preſume to ſend ſuch a bill to that houſe, 


or that they could flatter themſelves it would ever receive 
their concurrence, or expect that they would voluntarily 


exclude themſelves and their poſterity from the honors of 
the peerage. And he thought it a very injurious and un- 


grateful return in one, who had himſelf been advanced 
to a participation of thoſe honors for his public ſervices, 
to endeavor, on his admiſſion to the houſe of peers, to 
bar the door againſt zuture claimants.” | 

In alluſion to this bill, the king, in his ſpeech from the 
throne, had uſed theſe remarkable expreſſions : ; « As 1 


can truly affirm that no prince was ever more zealous to 


increaſe his own authority, than I am to perpetuate the 
liberty of my people, I hope you will think of all proper 
methods to eſtabliſh and tranſmit to your poſterity the 


freedom of our happy conſtitution ; and particularly to 
ſecure that part which is moſt liable to abuſe.” And by 


an expreſs meſſage to the lords, when the bill was pend- 
ing, his majeſty declared, « That he had ſo mach at 
heart the ſettlement of the Britiſh peerage, upon ſuch a 

| foundation 
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foundation as might ſecure the freedom and conſtitution 
of parliaments in all ſuture ages, that he was willing his 
prerogative ſhould not ſtand in the way of ſo great and 


neceſſary a work.” Certainly it would be harſh and un- 


candid to aſcribe this apparent generoſity of ſentiment to 
the excluſive influence of invidious motives ; but it may 
welt be doubted whether the remedy propoſed by the 
minifters of the crown, for the abuſe fo reaſonably ap- 
prehended, and which time has contributed rather to 
ftrengthen than impair, might not in its conſequences be 
productive of political inconvenience {till more ſerious 
than the evil it was intended to obviate. 

In the ſeſſion of 5719, alſo, the celebrated declaratory 
bill, for the better ſecuring the. dependency of Ircland 
upon the crown of England, was introduced and paſſed; 
in which the ſupremacy of the appellant juriſdiction of 
the Engliſh houſe of peers, and the right of the Engliſh 
parliament to make laws to bind the kingdom of Ireland 
in all caſes whatſoever, were aſſerted in a high tone, in 
conſequence of the refractory ſpirit which had lately diſ- 


played itſelf in various inſtances in that kingdom. Nor 


was it conceivable at this period, by any effort of political 
ſagacity, that Ireland would be in a fituation, before the 
termination of the century, to extort from England an 
entire and abſolute renunciation of theſe haughty and un- 


juſt pretenſions. The parliament of Ireland aflembling 


July 1, 1719, the duke of Bolton, lord lieutenant of 
that kingdom, in his ſpeech, ſtrongly urged the neceſſity 
of guarding againſt the deſigns of the diſaffected, and 
declared, that it would be very pleaſing to his Majeſty, 
if any method could be found, not inconſiſtent with the 
ſecurity of the church, to render the proteſtant diſſenters 
more uſeful and capable of ſerving his majeſty, and ſup- 


porting the proteſtant intereſt, than they now are they 


having upon all occaſions given ſufficient proofs of their 
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houſe. And this his excellency declared he was expreſsly 
ordered to lay before the legiſlature, as a thing greatly 
importing his majeſty's ſervice, and the national ſecurity. 


In conſequence of this interpoſition, an act paſſed to re- 


lieve the diſſenters from certain penalties inflicted by the 


_ exiſting laws; but the repeal of the ſacramental teſt, to 


which the king plainly extended his views, could not be 
obtained by any effort of regal influence from the equity 
or complaiſance of the preſent parliament *. 


About 


Neacly at this period the earl of Stair, who had ſerved his country 
for ſeveral years with diſtinguiſhed ability, as ambaſſador at the court of 
Verſailles, was recalled in conſequence of a political difference between 
him and the lords Stanhope and Sunderland; reſpecting the famous Law, 
raiſed by the regent to the comptroller- generalſhip of the finances, and 
whole credit at the French court, from the knowledge of his miſchievous 


deſigns, the ambaſſador had labored to ſubvert. In a letter to Mr, Se- 


cretary Craggs, dated. February-14, 1720, he vindicates his public cha- 
racter and conduct with great ſpirit, and in a manner highly charac- 
teriſtic of his well-known firmneſs and elevation of mind. A few ſen- 
tences it may be permitted as the privilege of a note to tranſeribe.— 


= (ſays he) lord Stanhope has not gained Mr, Law, I am afraid we 
ſhall not find our account in his lordſhip's ſupporting him, when he was 


ready to fallin making him firſt! miniſter, and recalling me from this 
court, where my long ſtay ſhould have enabled me to be better able to 
judge of their deſigns, and of their ways of working, than a ſtranger 


of greater capacity could poſſibly be. After the uſage I meet with, I 
do not wonder to ſee that our miniſters have ſo few friends, As to my 


revocation, if it was poſſible J ſhould have a mind to ſtay in this coun- 


try, you have made it impracticable—yocu have taken all the effectual 


ways to deſtroy any perſonal credit I kad with the regent—you have 


wade it plain to him, that I have no credit with the king—you are 


under a neceſlity of ſending therefore another miniſter to this court. 
As to the matter of my revocation, I do not care to make the grimace 


of defiring it for ſalſe reaſons. I expeR nothing, and I ſear nothing,—- 


As to my behavior when I come home, I ſhall ever be a faithful ſervant 
to the king, and act as a man in whom the love of his country is ſups- 
rior to all other conſiderations," Hurtwicke State Papers, 
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being well affected to his majeſty's perſon and govern- 
ment, and to the ſucceſſion of the crown in his royal 
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About this period, the famous South: ſea bill was intro- 
duced into the Britiſh houſe of commons, by Mr. Aiſlabie, 
chancellor of the exchequer ; the earl of Sunderland 
preſiding at the board of treaſury ; and, after long and 
able diſcuſlion, received the royal aſſent, April th, 1720. 
By this bill, which propoſed eventually to reduce all the 
different public ſecurities into one grand aggregate fund, 
the South-fea company was inveſted with certain com- 
mercial privileges, and authorized to take in, by purchaſe 
or ſubſcription, both the redeemable and irredeemable 
debts of the nation, to the amount of about thirty-three 
millions, at ſuch rates and prices as ſhould be agreed upon 
between the company and the reſpective proprietors—a 
clauſe propoſed in the houſe of commons, for aſcertaining 
what ſhare of the capital ſtock of the company ſhould be 
veſted in thoſe proprietors of government ſtock, who 
might voluntarily ſubſcribe, being moſt unwiſely rejected. 
In return, the company conſented that the intereſt upon 
their original capital of 9,400,000]. as well as the intereſt 
upon the public debts, to be redeemed in the mode pre- 
ſcribed by the preſent act, ſhould, after Midſummer-day 
1727, be reduced to four per cent. redeemable by par- 
liament ; and excluſive of this reduction, the company 
agreed to pay into the exchequer four years and a half 
purchaſe of all the long and ſhort annuities that ſhould be 
ſubſcribed, and one year's purchaſe of ſuch long annui- | 
ties as ſhould not be ſubſcribed ; amounting, on the exe- 
cution of the act, to no leſs than ſeven millions; for rai- 
ling which ſum, they were impowered to open books of 
ſubſcription, to grant annuities redeemable by the com- 
pany, and to convert the money ſo raiſed into additional 
ſtock. It is evident, from the wild and extravagant terms 
of this contract, that it was never meant to be ſeriouſly 
fullilled. In vain did the ſagacity of Walpole diſcern, 
and his eloquence di{play, the mighty miſchiefs contained 
in 
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K. GEORGE I. 143 
in this caſket of Pandora. In vain did he urge the ac- 
ceptance of the equitable and rational propoſals of the 
bank. The houſe was faſcinated by the dazzling and 


magnificent appearance of the South-Sea project ; and 
the bill paſſed with general applauſe, and by a vaſt ma- 


jority of votes, 55 members only dividing againſt it. 
But in a ſhort time this myſtery of iniquity began to un- 


fold itſelf. The moſt artful and infidious methods were 
put in practice to delude the public with the notion of 


the vaſt emoluments eventually to be derived from the 
commercial intercourſe which it was pretended would, 


with the conſent of the court of Madrid, and as an 
equivalent for the ceſſion of Gibraltar and Minorca, be 


eſtabliſhed with the empires of Mexico and Peru. The 
ſucceſſive ſubſcriptions filled with amazing rapidity ; and 
the court of directors declaring a dividend of 30 per 


cent. for Chriſtmas 1720, and 50 per cent. for no leſs 


than twelve years after, the transfer price of the com- 
-pany's ſtock advancing in proportion to the public 
demand, roſe from 130, which was the price it bore 


while the bill was depending in parliament, in a very 
ſhort ſpace of time to 1000; by which means an op- 
portunity was offered, to thoſe who were concerned in 
the project, or rather the plot, to make immenſe for- 


tunes, before the burſting of this mighty bubble. And 


the ſtock falling with the ſame, or even greater rapidity, 


than that with which it had riſen; vaſt numbers of ad- 


venturers—and ſuch was the general infatuation, that 


upon this occaſion the whole nation {cemed to have be- 


come adventurers—awaking from their golden dreams of 
proſperity, found themſelves reduced to a ſtate of the 


moſt deplorable diſtreſs and ruin. On a parliamentary 


inveſtigation of this dark and dangerous buſineſs, which 
was ſtyled, i in the 1 of the lecre t committee, © a train 
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of the deepeſt villainy and fraud Hell ever contrived for | 


the ruin of any nation;” it appeared, that transfers of 
the company's ſtock, to a very great amount, had been 
made to perſons high in office, to facilitate the paſting of 


the bill—that the ſcandalous artifices practiſed by the 


company, and their ſhameleſs abuſe of the public confi- 


dence, had received not only the connivance but the en- 


couragement of ſeveral, at leaſt, of the miniſters: and 
lord Sunderland and Mr. Aiſlabie were compelled to a 
precipitate and diſgraceful reſignation of their offices 
the latter being alſo expelled the houſe, and committed 


to the tower. Mr. Craggs, ſecretary of State, was ex- 


empted only by the ſtroke of death, from a ſimilar fate : 
and many other perſons of figure and conſequence, who 
were found, on inquiry, more or leſs culpable, were vari- 


ouſly puniſhed ; though, in the opinion of the exaſperated 


public, not with an adequate degree of ſeverity. Never- 
theleſs, the houſe acted with a ſpirit and unanimity on 


this great occaſion, which reflected upon their proceed- 


ings the higheſt honor; and ſufficiently manifeſted the 
indignation they felt, at having been, under ſpecious 


pretences, made the unintentional inſtruments of an in- 


jury ſo extenſive, and a deception ſo dreadful. 
Mr. Waller, fon-in-law to Aiſlabie, to whom South- 
Sea ſtock to an immenſe amount had been transferred, 


had preſerved no minutes of his tranſactions; and pre- 


tended, on his examination, that he could not recollect 
for what perſons or purpoſes he had accepted it. Sir 


John Blount, accounted the original projector, and one 


of the moſt guilty agents in this buſineſs, refuſing to an- 
{wer certain interrogatories put to him in the houſe of 
lords by the duke of Wharton; and being ſupported 
ſomewhat too peremptorily in his refuſal, by lord Stan- 
hope; the duke maliciouſly obſerved, that the govern- 
ment of the beſt princes was ſometimes rendered intole- 
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rable to their ſubjects by bad. miniſters—mentionies the 


example of Sejanus, who had made the reign of Clau- 


dius hateful to the Romans. Conſcious of the unſullied 
rectitude of his conduct, lord Stanhope, in a tranſport 
of anger, roſe to ſpeak in his own vindication; and in 
conſequence of the vehemence of his exertions, was 
ſeized with a ſudden illneſs, which compelled him to re- 
tire: and after a ſhort interval of languiſhment and in- 
ſenſibility, he expired in the evening of the next day, 
extremely regretted by his ſovereign, and poſſeſſing the 
general eſteem and regard of the nation *. On the de- 
ceaſe of this nobleman, and the compulſive reſignation 
of Sunderland, a new arrangement of adminiſtration 


was formed; and Mr. Walpole, lord Townſhend, lord 


Cowper, and Mr. Methuen, now reconciled to the court, 
were re- inſtated with great eclat in their former or other 


principal offices: and from this period, Mr. Walpole— 
who being in the progreſs of royal favor inveſted with 


the order of the Gatter, aſſumed the title of Sir Ro- 


bert Walpole—muit be regarded as prime miniſter 9. 
F 3 Through 


*The king, as the counteſs of Cheſlerfield, who was preſent on the 
decafion} related to the reſpeQable author of the“ Memoirs of the 
earl of Cheſterfield,” received t! e intelligence, of this nobleman's 
death when at ſupper ; and not being able to_ſuppreſs the emotions of 
his grief, he roſe from table, and retired— his eyes being ſuſſuſed with 
tears, Lord Stanhope died, Feb. 1721. Sir Robert Walpole's com- 
miſſion, as firſt lord of the treaſury, bore date April 2, 172 t. 

+ Though a real and very important difference of opinion was be- 
be to exiſt in the cabinet, previous to the ſeceſſion, on the ſubject of 


_continertal politics; the animoſitics of the Whigs, it muſt be remarked, 


may be traced to another and much leſs honorab'e ſource the intatiable 
ambition of the earl of Halifax, divided the court into two oppoſite 
and hoſtile parties. Lord Stanhope, who profeſſed the entire confi- 


| dence of the king, and who had acquired a great aſcendency over him, 
Was much diſpoſed to favor the views and was himſelf manifeſtly un- 
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Through the judicious and vigorous reſolutions adopted 
by parliament, in purſuance of his recommendations, 


public credit was ſpeedily and effectually reſtored. 
Knight, C Caſhier of the South-Sea company, for the ap- 


prehending of whom a royal proclamation had been iſ- 


ſued, had eſcaped at a critical moment to the Continent; 
carrying with him the famous Green Bock, which was 
ſuppoſed to contain the entire ſecret of the tranſaction. 
Being arreſted at Tirlemont, by the vigilance of the En: 
gliſh reſident at Bruſſels, application was made to the 


marquis du Prie, governor of the Low Countries, to de- 


liver him up to juſtice. But anſwer was une xpectedi 
25 15 5 


der the 1 of the art ful Sunderland. Walpole and Towiitcal, 
finding themſelves excluded from the ſecret counſels of the king, and 
becoming every day more inſignificant, determined upon a reſignation, 
A vehement mutual reſentment and averſion from this time ſubſiſted 
between Stanhope and Walpole, which broke out on one occaſion in an 
altercation and reciprocal crimination in the houſe of commons fo vio- 
lently, that the houſe was obliged to interpoſe its authority, to pre- 
vent any diſaſtrous conſequences. And Mr. Hungerford obſerved, 
„ that it became the members of that houſe, after the Oriental faſhion, 


to avert their countenances, while theſe two great men, the fathers of 


the ſtate, were thus expoſing each other's nakedneſs. After the diſ- 
grace of Sunderland, and the death of Stanhope, no ſhadow of compe- 


tition remained; and Townſhend and Walpole were inveſted with the 
full powers of government. But no ſooner had they attained the ſum- | 


mit of their wiſhes, than a violent jealouſy aroſe between theſe quon- 
dam friends; and the influence of Walpole at length prevailing, lord 
Townſhend, after a long-protracted ſtruggle, refigned his offices, and 
retired-to his eſtates in Norfolk ; where he paſſed his remaining years 
highly reſpected, amuſing himſelf, and benefiting the country around 
him, with his agricultural experiments—to which there is an alluſion in 
one of Pope's epiſtolary imitations of Horace—* All TownſhenC's 


turnips, and all Groſvenor's mines.“ But theſe court-intrigues are 


amongſt thoſe arcana of ſtate, which lie too deep for © men of common 
minds“ to diſcuſs, They are unfathomable myſteries, ſacred as tho!v 


of the Bona Dea: PROCUL ESTE PROFANI, 
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made by the imperial court, that this could not be done, 
conſiſtently with the privileges of the ſtates of Brabant 
for by an article of the eie Entree, no perſon, againſt 
whom a criminal accuſation is brought, can be removed 
for trial out of the province. It was thought that, in a 
caſe of this momentous nature, his imperial majeſty, for 
whom England had conquered kingdoms, might have 
prevailed upon the ſtates to wave their privilege: and 


very preſſing inſtances were anew made, for the ſurren- 


der of Knight. But, in the interim, he effected a ſe- 


cond eſcape from the citadel of Antwerp—and in the ſe- 
quel, he received a free pardon. Vehement ſuſpicions, 
therefore, aroſe, that Knight's evidence was too deciſive 
to be produced; and that the late miniſter had ſtill ſuf. 


ficient influence to ſcreen himſelf from that puniſhment, 
which the whole nation believed him to merit, and from 


which his ſuperior adroitneſs of management only pro- 
tected him. | 25 


Lord SuNDERLAND did not long ſurvive his diſmiſſion 


from his high office; but died April 1722, leaving be- 
hind him a character which bore a ſtriking analogy to 


that of his father bold, reſtleſs, inſidious, faithleſs, am- 
bitious, excelling in all the arts of courtly addreſs, and 
diſtinguiſhed by his extent of political knowledge and {a- 
gacity, though he attained not to the dignity of true 
wiſdom, which is inſeparably connected with rectitude of 
heart and conduct. Nearly at the ſame time expired the 
celebrated Jo N duke of MARLBOROUGH, to whom Sun- 
derland was cloſely allied, by marriage with his eldeſt 
daughter. So variouſly has the character of this great 
man been delineated, that it is no eaſy taſk clearly to aſ- 
certain the truth. With reſpect to political probity, 
however, he ſeems not inferior to the generality of his 


cotemporaries. He has been accuſed of baſe ingratitude 
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in the deſertion of his royal maſter and benefactor, king 


James II. But this deſertion took place at a time when 
it was not unattended with danger: and there appears 
in his conduct, at that great political criſis, nothing in- 
conſiſtent with the ſuppoſition that his motives were lau- 
dable and patriotic. And ſurely no private obligation 
can be of force to ſuperſede the duties we owe to our 
country. Tt is, indeed, far more difficult to juſtify the 
correſpondence which he afterwards carried on with the 
abdicated monarch : but this guilt he appears to have 
ſhared with ſo many other diſtinguiſhed, and, upon the 
whole, reſpectable perſons, that it cannot be imputed to 


him as a ſubject of peculiar reproach. The truth is, 


that a ſecret ſuſpicion and apprehenſion pervading the 
minds of the bulk of the nation, that thyexiled family 
would, by ſome revolution in politics, be one day reſtor- 
ed, as in the perſon of king Charles II. it had once be- 
fore been; many, perhaps a majority of thoſe who acted 
a conſpicuous part in public life, allowed themſelves, by 
a too lax political morality, to entertain a clandeſtine 


correſpondence with the court of St. Germaine's, with a 


view to avert the effects of its indignation in caſe the 
actual ſtate of things ſhould be reverſed, but who were 
far from wiſhing to contribute to the acceleration of ſuch 
a cataſtrophe. And it is evident that the court of St. 
Germaine's was the perpetual dupe of theſe egregious 
artifices. The military talents of the duke of Marlbo- 
rough tranſcend all praiſe, and may be ſet with advan- 
tage in competition with thoſe of any commander an— 
cient or modern &. To Marlborough alone, no one has 

ventured 


* When prince Eugene was in England, during the adminiſtration 
of lord Oxford, being one day entertained at the table of the lord trea- 
furer, that miniſter politely remarked, that he might congratulate him- 
| ; | ſeif 
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ventured to impute either error or misfortune. In his 
political capacity, he was a moſt able and ſucceſsful negoti- 
ator: and though, in conſequence of his early initiation 
into the brilliant and diſſipated circles of the court, 
neceſſarily and groſsly illiterate; all defects of this nature 
were more than compenſated by the native excellence of 
his underſtanding, the faſcination of his manners, and 
his profound knowledge of mankind—the fruit, not of 
abſtract ſpeculation, but of actual obſervation and long 
experience. His perſon was eminently graceful, and his 
countenance noble and engaging: his diſpoſition was 
mild, his deportment affable, and the general tenor of 


his private ſocial life regular and unblemiſhed. He has 


been, indeed, uſually repreſented as deeply tinctured with 


the vice of avarice : but though he was, doubtleſs, ea- 
ger in the accumulation of riches, it does not appear 
that he degraded the dignity of his ſtation and charac- 
ter, by the parſimony of his expences. And he is known 
to have reſiſted with firmneſs and magnanimity the im- 
menſe offers made to him in the name of Louis XIV. 


by the marquis de Torcy at the conferences of Gertruy- 


denberg. In the laſt years of his life he exhibited an af- 
fecting proof of the imbecility of human nature and the 
vanity of human greatneſs leaving upon the public 


mind an impreſſion of compaſſion, which the unexam- 


pled 


ſelf on having ſor his gueſt the firſt general in Europe : : to which his 
highneſs, in alluſion to the recent diſgrace of the duke of Marlborough, 


replied, That if it were ſo, it was to his WY he was indebted for 
8 pre- eminence. | 


* © In life's laſt ſcene what prodigies ſurpriſe ! 
Fears of the brave, and follies of the wiſe! 
From MA«LBoRoUGH's eyes the ſtreams of —_— flow, 
And Swir'r expires—a driveller and a ſhow,” 
Jonxsox's Im. of Jos. Sat. 10. 
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pled pomp of his funeral obſequics did not tend > 


weaken. | 
A vehement controverſy having recently ariſen on the 


ſubject of the TxrixiTY, chiefly in conſequence of the 
learned tracts publiſhed in oppoſition to the eſtabliſhed 
doctrine by the famous profeſſor Whiſton, the univerſity 
of Oxford in full convocation reſolved & that the ſolemn 
thanks of that body ſhould be returned to the earl of 


Nottingham, for his moſt noble defence of the Catholic 


faith, contained in his anſwer to Mr. Whiſton's letter 
concerning the eternity of the fon of Gop and of the 


Holy Ghoſt.” And at the inſtance of this theological 


ſtateſman, a bill was introduced into the houſe of peers 
for the ſuppreſſion of blaſphemy and profanenets z which 
enacted, that if any one ſpoke or wrote againſt the being 
of a God, the divinity of Jeſus Chriſt or the Holy 
Ghoſt, the doctrine of the Trinity, the truth of the 
Chriſtian religion, or the divine inſpiration of the ſcrip- 
tures, he ſhould ſuffer impriſonment for an indefinite 
term, unleſs in a certain form preſcribed he ſhould pub- 
licly renounce and abjure his errors. And by a clauſe 
in this bill, the arclibithops and biſhops. within their re— 
ſpective juriſdictions, and the juſtices of peace in their 
ſeveral counties at their quarter ſeſſion, were authorized 
to ſummon any diſſenting teacher, and to require his 
ſubſcription to a declaration of faith containing the arti- 
cles above enumerated ; and upon his refuſal, it was en- 


acted, that he ſhould be ipfo facto deprived of the bene- | 


fit of the act of toleration. The lords being ſummoned 
on the ſecond reading of this bill (May 17210, Dr. 


Wakk, archbiſhop of Canterbury, ſealed his apoſtacy 


from the principles of civil and religious liberty, by mor- 


ing to have it committed. Upon which lord Onflow 
roſe, and declared „ that though he was himſelf zealouſ- 
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THROWN OUT.” 
Wharton, who ſaid, that having been himſelf frequent- 
ly accuſed of impiety and irreligion *, he conceived that 
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ly attached to the doctrines of the church of England, 
he would never conſent to ſupport even the truth itſelf 


by perſecution ; and he moved that the bill might be 


He was ſeconded by the duke of 


he could not more effectually vindicate his character 


from theſe imputations, than by oppoſing to the utmoſt 


a meaſure 


* This is the nobleman whoſe character is ſo happily delineated by 
PoE, in his Epiſtle to lord viſcount Cobham, 


—*© WHARTON, the ſcorn and wonder of our days, 
Whoſe ruling paſſion is the luſt of praiſe, | 
Born with whate'er could win it from the wiſe; 
Women and fools muſt like him—or he dies. 
Though wondering ſenates hung on all he ſpoke, 
The club muſt hail him maſter of the joke. 
Shall parts ſo various aim at nothing new ? 

He'll ſhine a TuLLy and a WiLMorT too. 
Thus with each gift of nature or of art, 
And wanting nothing but an honeſt heart, 
Grown all to all—from no one vice exempt, 
And moſt contemptible, to ſhun contempt ; 
His paſſion ſtill to covet general praiſe, 
His life to forfeit it a thouſand ways— 

He dies fad outcaſt of each church and ſtate ; 
And, harder ſtil—flagitious, yet not great.“ 


There ſeems a remarkable reſemblance between the character of this 
nobleman and that of the laſt ViLLiers duke of Buckingham, deſcrib- 
ed with ſuch maflerly ſtrokes of genius under the appellation of ZIMRI 
in Dryden's . and Ahitophel, and like him, 


” Beggar'd by fools—whom ill he found too late; 
He had his jeſt—and they had his eſtate.” 


On leaving England with a ruined conſtitution and fortune, he entered 


into the ſervice of the Pretender then patronized by the court of Ma- 
| 3 JE drid ; 
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„ with not a friend to cloſe his eyes 
Spain, A. D. 1731, when he had not completed the thirty-ſecond year 
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a meaſure ſo repugnant to the ſpirit of Chriſtianity, 
And taking a bible from his pocket, he excited the 
amazement of the houſe by reading with much; gravity 
many paſſages from the ſacred volume, containing exhor- 
tations to univerſal charity, meckneſs, and mutual for- 


bearance. The earl of Peterborough, with uncommon 
boldneſs and happineſs of expreſſion, declared, that 
though he was for a parliamentary king, he was not for 


a parliamentary Gop or a parliamentary religion; and 
that if this bill were to paſs, he thould be ambitious of 


a ſeat in the conclave of cardinals, as more honorable 


than that which he occupied in the Briciſh houſe of. peers, 
Dr. Kennet, biſhop of Peterborough, proteſted, that he 
NEVER would be concerned in the exzcution of ſuch a 
law—and he earneſtly hoped that his brethren on the 
bench would not concur in the eſtabliſhment of a PRo- 
TESTANT INQUISITION. The lords Cowper and Town- 
ſhend allo ſpoke with much ability againſt this infamous 
and exccrable- bill; by which a pretended regard for the 
honor of religion was, as uſual, made, a pretext for the 
gratification of the moſt malignant paſſions—a bill, 
which openly and. impudently avowed and adopted the 


moſt profligate practices of the- Romiſh church—and the 


principle of which, if once admitted, would lead to all 
the horrors of the rack, the ſtake, and the wheel *. It 
E _ 


drid; and receiving, when in that city, a letter from his ſovereign the 
king of England, commanding his return hume, he is ſaid to have 
thrown it ſcornfully out of the coach window. After running a rapid 
and aſtoniſhing career of profligacy and extravagance, he expired— 


„at a convent near T erragona in 


of his age. 
* It has been jullly obſerved, that every man diſclaims the character 
and appellation of a perſccutor. GARDINER and BoNNEz doubticis 
| | | Profefice 
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was on the other hand ſupported by the earl of Notting- 
ham, the lords Bathurſt and Trevor, the bithops of 


London, Wincheſter, Lichfield and Conventry, and 


various others. But on the diviſion, the bill was 


rejected by a majority of ſixty voices againſt thirty- 


Oneé. 


At this period died Pope Clement XI. who had ſat in 


profeſſed themſelves animated, not by a ſpirit of perſecution, but of 
holy zeal for the preſervation of the Catholic faith in its genuine purity, 
And if the earl of NoTTiINGHAM had been left to decide upon the fate 


of the learned profeffor his antagoniſt, he might very poilibly have had 
the moderation and candor to ſay, in the words of the well-known epiltle 


of king James I. to the ſtates of Holland, in relation to the famous 
Vorſtius, “ that he would not preſume. poſitively to pronounce what 
reſolutions it might be proper to take reſpecking him; but $URELY 


33 


NEVER HERETIC BETTER DESERVED THE FLAMES On account of 


his temporary junction with the Whigs during the adminiſtration of 


Oxford, the carl of Nottingham is ſatirized in vat ious jrux d' efprit of 


Swift, under the appellation of DisMAL. A humorous parody of the 
celebrated ſpeech of this nobleman, in an to the treaty of 
Utrecht, thus concludes : 


88 since the Tories have thus diſappointed my hopes, 
Ard will ncither regard my figures nor tropes, 
III eech againſt peace while DisMai.'s my name, 
And be a true Whig, while 1 am—N0T-1N-GAME.," 


In the“ Windſor prophecy? he is ſtyled, in alluſion to his name and 


original title, baron Finch of Daventry, © the tall black Daventry 
bird.“ And in the ballad on the ſurrender of Dunkirk BE is again 


complimented: 


« Sunderland's run out of his wits, 
And DisMar double-diſmal looks; 
Wharton can only ſwear by fits, 
And ſtrutting Hal is off the hooks, 
Old Godolphin, full of ſpleen, 
Made falſe moves and loſt his queen,” 


- 


COONS —— 


<-> 25. 
* 


A” 8 


fe —— ——— ho 63 _ —_— - - — a I — - 
Rr r RS s * — 2 * 
8 4 g 8 8 Me 8 N — F 
\ , „ 2 * — * A - tg * 
mY 2 5 - SOIT e * . 


— « 
* 9 * 2 
* 


1 
1 
14 
65 
FT: — 


— 


— oc 


— 


i 
f 
| 
| 
j 


r 2 EY mmm K —— - — — N g N 
— 3 Rey 7 = . s * 5 1 — — = — 
2 q ce an nun ene the 2 8 — "IO a © r * 2 * 2 — 
. Sa REY 3 = _ — 2 „ 7 "ik 2 =. yg > Rp Cup WF :  * - LR x — 2 _ _ — 
* 3 A 1 2 * Sx . FUE 4 5 n 5 — 2 - - — — 
A * - — — - r 7 -n. 2 2 Wn — = 
_ 5 5 . > — wanna *, * "Ry Fre £-a% 4 C . * =P NSD * . 
i 8 a <. - > 2 - 22 — v - © re Un; — — << 2 — 7 : * EDS; * 
* ©" - 2 on — —— — — - 5 * SATY © © 3 FFT So — he & c : 
= Wing iy OR wy" 15 4 X Þ KI IT: _— n „ F 6 : . 7 2 2 0 2 2 = CE > — —— . — — 2 
1 . og = _— 3 IA — b 3 2 —9 = + = 3 * „ —ͤ— . * VS nee „ >. — — — — * > 
2 1 — L * - 7 2 3 2 —— — "35 8 4 LP I "WE - — r 9 7 r 
D . G54 r * 5 er 7 27 7 2 - WE + __ DN 2 27 2 8 — : 
» _ * 1 9 — 3 * Gn eas AT - ET 2 1 >= "i * — · 1 - . 
ts, TS — 8 3 . —— a I — 2 — . 8 
ERR , F b N 22 = = 1 n = * © 9s 4 ' — 3 ones — — - 
* vw * = = Wh „ . * ** . ** — 2 2 5 5 — 1 
. : ; . 2 — VI * , — wm 4 


Ol args 7 
— R ˙ "95; "08 
2 — — * 
== __ g 
"al ARE 
r — — 
— — — — * x 
- - - = $ Ez %A7 
— We” — : 
q 3 
ca” _ - 
OT” ” 


Wee. A 
2 
— HIER 
2 \ 


...... ceo "= eee 
— — — — ax " =, 
8 22 2 : 


— . = N 1 
— * * WIZ. RS — TX — = A — = 2 
22 — — 5 — SR "Tea 8 8 = P l _ _— -—M>r 
x . d "2 — * , 4 _ _ J * I 2 2 - — 
r Db OE .- _—_ - e 3 3 "2022, P 
2 * 8 5 * * — — * — on j a 2 * IR ns 8 k 
rr — x "2&7. - 8 — by = — * . 2 


154 k. GEORGE. 


for his talents, but haughty, inflexible, and zealouſly 
devoted to the intereſts of the houſe of Stuart. He 
was ſucceeded by Benedict XIII. of the houſe of 


Conti. | 
Although the pernicious tendency of the continental 


connections of England had been the conſtant theme of 


Mr. Walpole's eloquence while in oppoſition to the 
court, one of the firſt meaſures of his adminiſtration was 
to move for a ſubſidy to Sweden, with whom an alliance 
offenſive and defenſive had been juſt concluded—a Pri- 
tifh ſquadron being allo at this very time cruiſing in the 
Baltic for the protection of that kingdom againſt the de- 
ſigns of Ruſſia. So that, as lord Moleſworth obſerved, 


« We were not only required to aſſiſt the Swedes with 


whom we had been ſo long at variance, but to purchaſe 


at an enormous price the permiſſion to aſſiſt them. His 


lordſhip affirmed, that our engagements were inconſiſtent 
and contradictory that our politics were not only vari- 
able, but incomprchenſible to every man who, knowing 
merely the ſtate of Great Britain, was unapprized of the 


ſeveral petty intereſts of the electorate, which were the 


ſecret ſprings of our tranſactions abroad that we were 
in turn the allies and the dupes of all nations—that if 
ſuch ſolicitude for the reſtoration of the conqueſts made 


by Ruſſia upon Sweden were reaſonable, it was incum- 
bent upon Hanover to ſet the example, by the reſtora- 
tion of Bremen and Verden, and of Pruſſia our ally by 


that of Pomerania—that, whatever might be the con- 
nections or engagements of Hanover, Great Britain had 
neither any intereſt nor any right to intermeddle in the 
affairs of the empire, and that the friendſhip or enmity 
of the powers of the Baltic was of little importance to 
England, as we procured nothing from the kingdoms of 
the North which we could not with more advantage im- 


port {rom our own colonics in America, were proper en- 


couragement 
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couragement held out to them. His lordſhip acknow- 
edged that the diſtreſſed condition to which the Swedes 
were reduced would be really worthy. of compaſſion, 
could we forget that they had been the authors in a great 
meaſure of their own misfortunes, by their tame fub- 
miſſion to a deſpotic tyrannical prince, who had ſacri- 


ficed their ſubſtance in purſuit of his raſh and unjuſt de- 


ſigns; and that any nation which followed their exam- 
ple del erved the ſame fate.—IIis lordſhip touched on 
the affairs of the Duchy of Mecklenburg, which he in- 


ſinuated to have been the ſecret cauſe of the rupture 


with the Czar; and entered into detail of the treaties 
of Roſchild and Travendahl, in order to {how how wide- 
ly we had deviated from engagements of which we were 
ourſ.lves the guarantees. His lordthip ſaid he would go 
as far as any man to maintain and ſupport the honor and 
dignity of tae crown of Great Eritain, but he would ne- 
ver conſent to ſquander, in the mode now recommend- 
ed, what yet remained of the wealth and reſources of 
the nation.” The vote of ſupply at length paſſed, not 
without much angry objection and difficulty. The terms 
of the treaty of peace with Spain alſo, when laid before 
parliament (October 1721), underwent very ſevere cen- 
ſure. It was ſaid, that as the war was undertaken with- 
out provocation, ſo the peace was concluded without ad- 
vantage—that the Spaniſh fleet had been attacked with- 
out any declaration of war, while amicable negotiations 
were carrying on at Madrid: and by an article of the 
treaty, we now ſubmitted to the reproachful condition 
of reſtoring the ſhips ſo captured, or of paying the full 


value of thoſe previouſly diſpoſed of: that the trade 


with Spain, which conſtituted one of the moſt valuable 
branches of the Britiſh commerce, had been interrupted 
and endangered, and the intereſts of England wantonly 
and daringly facrificed to an obſtinate predilection for 

f that 


X con 


national concern: that the navy debt was increaſed to 
an immenſe amount, by keeping ſeamen in pay in order 
to maintain fleets in the Mediterranean and the Baltic, 
not for the ſervice of Great Britain, but for the preſer- 
vation of the king's acquiſttions in the empire. The 
court however, now ſtrengthened by the recent coalition 
ot the Whigs, ſet all oppolition at defiance, and the new 


management. | 
In the courie of this ſeſſion a ſingular petition was pre- 
ſented to parliament from that reſpectable claſs of citi- 
zens known by the appellation of Quakers. It is a well- 
known tenet of this ſect, diſtinguiſhed by its harmleſs 
peculiarities, that oaths even judicially adminiſtered are 
in their own nature unlawful ; and the legiſlature had 
long ſince wiſely and indulgently paſſed an act to render 
their ſolemn affirmation in all matters of civil concern, 
equivalent to an oath. The object of the preſent appli- 
cation was the omiſiion of the words “ in the preſence 
of Almighty Gop,” in the legal form of that affirma- 
tion; it being juſtly alleged, that while thoſe words re- 
mained, the eflence of an oath was preſerved. But to 


| Inſtance violated, they profeſſed their willing and cheer- 
ful ſubmiſſion. The court, ever ready under this reign 
to extend and eſtabliſh the civil and religious privileges 
of the ſubject, countenanced and ſupported this applica- 


the houle of lords, the ſpirit of bigotry, now awakened 
from its tranſient flumber, diſplayed itſelf in all its ma- 
lignity. Dr. Atterbury biihop of Rocheſter obſerved, 

| | that 


that Germanic ſyſtem of politics with which we had no 


minilter ſoon proved himſelf ſuperior to all his prede- 
ceflars in the art of adroit and dextrous parliamentary 


the penalties of perjury, ſhould this affirmation be in any 


tion, and a bill for this purpoſe paſſed the houſe of 
commons without difficulty. But in its paſſage through 
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K. Gon! nn 
chat he knew not why ſuch a diſtinguiſhing mark of in- 
dulgence ſhould be allowed to a ſet of people who were 
hardly chriſtians. And a petition was preſented by the 


archbiſhop of York to the houſe, from the London 


clergy, „ expreſſing a ſerious concern leſt the minds of 
good men ſhould be grieve and wounded, and the ene- 


mies of chriſtianity triumph, when they ſhould ive ſuch. 


condeſcenſion made by a chriſtian legiſlature to a ſet of 
men who renounce the divine inſtitutions of chriſtianity, 
particularly that by which the faithiul are initiated into 
this religion, and denominated chriſtians.” This peti- 
tion was rejected by the houſe, not without ſymptoms 
of diſguſt and contempt: and the bill finally paſſed, 
though accompanied with a proteſt ſigned by ſeve- 
ral lords eager to record their own diſgrace and fol- 
ly. 11 all 
The firſt Septennial parliament of Great Britain was 
diſſolved March 1722, and early in the enſuing month 
of October the king opened the new parliament with a 


ſpeech from the throne, in which he expreſſed his con- 


cern in being obliged to inform them, that a dangerous 
conſpiracy had been for ſome time paſt formed, and was 
ſtill carrying on, againſt his perſon and government, in 
favor of the Pretender. His majeſty declared that the 
diſcoveries made at home, the information obtained from 
his miniſters abroad, and the intelligence received from 
the various powers in alliance with him in different 
parts of Europe, had afforded him ample and concur- 
rent proofs of this wicked deſign. Some of the con- 


ſpirators were already, he added, ſecured, and endea 


vors uſed for R others and he referred to 


taken for the ſafety of the kingdom — ig at —_ 


lame time his firm bel: cf that the hopes and expectations 
2 
£1 
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of their common enemies were very ill founded, in ſup- 
poling that the diſcontents occaſioned by the loſſes and 
misfortunes of individuals, however induſtrioufly foment- 


ed, were turned into diſaffection and a ſpirit of rebel- 


lion. « Had I, ſaid this monarch in very animated and 


dignified language, ſince my acceſſion to the throne ever 


attempted any innovation in our eſtablithed religion; 
had I in any one inſtance invaded the liberty or proper- 


ty of my ſubjects, I ſhould leſs wonder at any endeavor 


to alienate the affections of my people, and draw them 


into meaſures that can end in nothing but their own de- 
ſtruction. But to hope to perſuade a free people, in full 


enjoyment of all that is dear and valuable to them, to 
exchange freedom for ſlavery, the proteſtant religion for 
popery, and to ſacrifice at once the price of ſo much 
blood and treaſure as have been ſpent in defence of our 
preſent eſtabliſhment, feems an infatuation not to be ac- 
counted for. — Vour own intereſt and welfare call upon 
you to defend yourſelves.—I rely upon the divine pro- 
tection, the ſupport of my parliament, and the affections 
of my people, which I ſhall endeavor to preſerve by con- 
tinuing to make the laws of the realm the rule and mea- 
ſure of all my actions.“ On the communication of this 
intelligence, a very great and general alarm was excited 
in the nation. A conſiderable augmentation of the 
forces was immediately voted ; the habcas-corpus act was 
ſuſpended, contrary to all precedent, for no leſs than 
twelve months. On the requiſition of the king, a body 
of troops was held by the ſtates-general in readineſs to 
embark from Holland, and ſix regiments were likewiſe 
ordered from Ireland. And both houſes joined in ex- 
preſſing the ſtrongeſt deteſtation and abhorrence of this 
& traitorous and unnatural conſpiracy,” Ir. Walpole 
aflicmed to the houſe, that this wicked deſign was form- 

ed 
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ed about chriſtmas laſt : that the conſpirators had made 
application to certain foreign potentates for troops; but 


- being diſappointed in their expectation from abroad, they 
4 had fefotved deſperately to go on, confiding in their 


id 2 own ſtrength, and fondly depending upon the general 
„ diſcontent and confuſion excited by the failure of the fa- 
3 tal Sonth-Sea project: that the plan was to ſeize upon 
= FX the tower, the bank, and the exchequer, and to ſecure 
T = by violence the perſons of the King and the prince: that 


= | 1 government had received information of this plot ever 
x 1 ſince May laſt: but two terms coming at that time toge- 
Il ther, it was thought adviſable to poſtpone the appre- 
o hending of the conſpirators till the long vacation, that 
r [ | : no advantage might be taken of the habeas-corpus act. 
p | 2 An exact account of this deteſtable conſpiracy he aſſured 
gd f : the houſe would in time be laid before them.” But the 
8 | 3 plot itſelf ſeems to have been diſcovered while yet in 
. ; E embryo, and it is probable that no regular project of in- 
i | 3 vaſion or inſurrection had been digeſted or matured; nor 
5 'Z have the circumſtances explanatory either of its nature 
” A - or extent ever been clearly developed. Various perſons, 
i 5 however, of high diſtinction, amongſt whom were the 
, ; 1 duke of Norfolk and the lords Orrery, North, and 
! ö & Grey, were apprehended on a very ſtrong preſumption 
E- 1 1 of their concurrence in this conſpiracy. Pains and pe- 
1 F nalties were inflited by act of parliament on ſeveral of 
, z the conſpirators. But one only ſuffered capital puniſh- 
1 ment Chriſtopher Layer, a barritter of the Temple, 


convicted of high treaſon in enliſting men for the Pre- 
tender. He was repeatedly reprieved, and much endea- 
vor was uſed to procure from him a full confeſſion; but 
; he perſiſted in a reſolute refuſal. Beyond compariſon, 
however, the trial which attracted moſt of the public at- 
vention was that of the cclebrated Atterbury biſhop of 

| Rochciter, 
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Rocheſter, who was found to be a party in this con- 


ſpiracy, or at leaſt confidentially privy to it: and he 
was, by a bill which paſſed both houſes by great majo- 


rities, deprived of his epiſcopal dignity, and ſentenced 


to perpetual baniſhment. Mr. Yonge, the mover of the 
bill, declared this prelate to be a diſgrace and diſhonor 
to a church conſpicuous for loyalty; that his holy func- 
tion and elevated ſtation, with the ſolemn oaths he had 
taken, were the moſt unpardonable aggravations of his 
crime; and he concluded with applying to him the de- 


nunciation authorized by warrant of holy writ—& Let 


his habitation be deſolate, and let no man dwell therein, 
and his biſhopric let- another take.” The declaration of 
the Pretender, framed for the occaſion, and dated from 
Lucca, was by both houſes voted to be a falſe, inſolent, 
and traitorous libel, and ordered to be burnt at the Roy- 
al Exchange. In this declaration the Pretender, with 
ſingular modeſty and all the appearance of gravity, pro- 
poſed, that if king George would relinquiſh to him the 


throne of Great Britain, he would in return conſent to 
his retaining the title of king in his native dominions, 
and would invite all other ſtates to confirm it: and he 


likewiſe moſt graciouſly engaged to leave to king George 
his ſucceſſion to the Britiſh dominions ſecure, when- 
ever, in due courle, his natural right ſhould take place. 


An addreſs was preſented to the throne by the two 
houſes, expreſſing their „ aſtouiſhment at the extrava- 


gant preſumption of this declaration, and repeating their 
:iTurances to ſupport his majeſty againſt the impatent ef- 
forts of an attainted fugitive, bred up in the maxims of 
tyranny and ſuperſtition.” The proofs in ſupport of the 
charge againſt the biſhop of Rochcſter being ſomewhat 
deficient in legal preciſion, though ſufliciently clear to 
indyce an intire conviction of his guilt, much clamor 
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was 12 by the bill of baniſhment paſſed by the com- 


5 the Emes. of government on this occa- 


ſion, he would ſcarcely have eſcaped a bill of attainder. 
When it came under the diſcuſſion of the lords, the 
duke of Wharton, in a ſpeech of uncommon ability, 
expoſed what he ſtyled the weakneſs, inſufficiency, and 
contradiction of the evidence againſt the biſhop; and 
added, that ſuch proceedings, like the ſtone of Siſyphus, 
frequently rolled back on thoſe who were the chief pro- 
moters of them. Lord Cowper, now in oppoſition to 
the court, enlarged much on the danger and injuſtice of 
ſwerving from the fixed rules of evidence. He affirm- 


ed, © that the penalties inflicted by this bill were either 


much greater or much leſs than the biſhop deſerved ; 
that whatever might be the nature or extent of the accu- 


ſation, the law of the land and the eſtabliſhed forms of 


judicial procedure ought to be ſtrictly adhered to, not 
only in the courts below, but in the high court of parlia- 
ment itſelf; that every Engliſhman had a right to a trial 
by law; that this was in a more eſpecial manner the pri- 
vilege of a peer of the realm. And the political neceſſi- 


ty which was alleged in vindication of this meaſure he 


did not believe to exiſt ; the government was ſufficiently 
ſecured by the powers veſted in the crown in conſe- 


quence of the ſuſpenſion of the habeas-corpus act, and 


the additional troops raiſed for its defence.” And lord 
Bathurſt, in the courſe of an eloquent ſpeech on the 


ſame ſide, turning to the bench of biſhops, ſarcaſtically 


remarked, « that he could not account for the inveterate 


hatred and malice which ſome perſons bore the learned 


and ingenious biſhop of Rocheſter, unleſs they were in- 
toxicated with the infatuation of certain tribes of ſavage 
Indians, w! ho believed they inherited not only the ſpoils 
but even the abilities of any great enemy whom they 
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killed in battle.“ Notwithſtanding the reaſonings of lord 
Cowper, it ſeems erroneous and unſafe to deny the ge- 


neral poſition, that deviations from the eſtabliſhed forms 
of judicial procedure in extraordinary caſes are juſtifia- 
ble, and even neceſſary, where the public fafety is con- 


cerned—provided that the executive juſtice of the ſtate 
depart not from that fub/Nantial j uſtice which is founded 
in the nature of things. So entirely oppoſite were now 


the politics of France from thoſe which had prevailed 
in the late reign, that upon this occaſion the Regent of- 
fered twenty battalions of veteran troops to the king of 
Great Britain, in order to defend his perſon and go- 
vernment againſt the attempts of that family which 
Louis XIV. had employed the whole force of his king- 
dom to protect and reſtore—but this offer it was judged 
prudent to decline. 


That the vengeful and mercileſs Foirit by which the 
Whigs had been actuated when firſt reſtored to power, 
was now, notwithſtanding the pretended rigor of the late 


proceedings, moſt ſenfibly abated, the reverſal at this 
period of the act of attainder paſſed againſt lord Boling- 


broke is a deciſive proof. The biſhop of Rocheſter, on 


his arrival at Calais, hearing that lord Bolingbroke was 
waiting there for a paſſage, exclaimed, with an emotion 
from which much was inferred, “ Then we are exchang- 
ed.“ This nobleman, however, though reſtored to his 
honors and paternal eſtate, was till excluded from a ſeat 
in the houſe of peers, through the inflexible oppoſition 
of the miniſter, who clearly diſcerned and dreaded the 
conſequences which might eventually reſult from the irre- 
ſiſtible force of his eloquence and talents, when exerted 
in that grand field of action. Fired with ambition to re- 
ſume his former ſtation in public life, and a philoſopher 
_—_ through neceſſity, he cheriſhed a fixed and mortal 
reſentment 
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reſentment againſt Sir Robert Walpole; and regardleſs 
of his recent obligations, in a ſhort time joined with 
eagerneſs that oppoſition to his adminiſtration, ſo cele- 
brated for the ability of its members, and which began 
now to aſſume a regular and ſyſtematic form. The chag- 
rin of lord Bolingbroke was undoubtedly enhanced by ſee- 
ing his former coadjutors in office, lord Oxford and lord 
Harcourt, in full poſſeſſion of thoſe high privileges which 
he vainly and inceſſantly pined to regain. The latter of 
theſe noblemen was even received into an high degree of 
favor at court; which, it is ſaid, occaſioning ſome ſevere 
reflections from the paſſionate lips of Atterbury, lord 


Harcourt was provoked to retaliate, by declaring that on 


the quee's death the biſhop came to him and lord Boling- 
broke, and ſaid, nothing remained but immediately to 
proclaim king [AME Ss— offering, if they would give him 
a guard, to put on his lawn ſlecves, and head the profeſ- 
ſion “. | 


M 2 Early 


* This celebrated prelate, his learned friend Dr. Smalridge, on preſent- 
ing him, A. D. 1710, to the upper houſe of convocation, as the proloeu- 
tor, moſt elegantly ſtyles, * Vir in nullo literarum gen-re hoſpes, in ple- 
riſque artibus et ſtudiis diu et feliciter exercitatus—in maxime perſectis 


literarum diſciplinis perfeRiſlimus.** His eloquence and learning, none, 


indeed, have preſumed to diſpute ; and his public character has all that 
dignity which ariſes from firmneſs and conſiltency. Of the violence 
and virulence of his temper he gave early proofs in his reply to the fa- 
mous treatiſe of Dr, WARE, „On the authority of chriſtian princes, 
and the rights, powers, and privileges of convocations ;? © Were (ſays 
he) all that Dr. Wake affirms ſtriQly true and juſtifiable ; yet whether 
laboring the point ſo heartily as he does, and ſhewing himſelf to be ſo 
willing to prove the church to have no rights and privileges, be a ve- 
ry decent part in a clergyman, I leave his friends to conſider. But 
when all a man advances is not only ill deſigned, but ill ſounded, and 
his principles are as falſe as they are. ſcandalous, there are no names _ 
cenſures too bad to be beſtowed on ſuch writers and their writiugs,? 

One cannot ſufficiently admire the effrontery of the inſinuation, that 
whether the AUTuorITY claimed by the church be well or ill-found- 
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Early in the preſent ſeſſion, a bill which occupied much of 
the attention of parliament, and was kept long depending in 
the houſe, was introduced and ſupported by the miniſter, 
for levying the ſum of one hundred thouſand pounds 
on the eſtates of all Roman Catholics, upon pretext of 
ce the conſtant endeavors of the Papiſts to ſubvert the pre- 


ſent happy eſtabliſhment ; though he profeſſed that he ; 


would not take upon him to charge any particular perſon 
| 5 among 


ed, it is at all events incumbent on the clergy, as ſuch, to defend and 
ſupport it. For this performance an honorary degree was conferred up- 
on Atterbury by the univerſity of Oxford, But in animadverting upon 
it, biſhop Burnet happily remarks, © that the applauſe with which it 


was received, when the temper and ſpirit with which it is written are 


conſidered, forms a much ſtronger argument againſt the expediency of 
a convocation, than any he brings or can bring in favor of it.' And 


Dr. Wake himſelf declared, “that ſuch a ſpirit of wrath and uncha- 


ritableneſs pervaded the whole book, as he had hardly ever met with 
before; though, to do no injullice to his adverſary, he admits that Dr. 


Atterbury has done all that a man of parts and zeal could do, to defend 


the cauſe he had eſpouſed, One thing only was wanting: He had not 
TRUTH on his ſide—his work is a MRT ROMANCE,” In 1703, when 
the principles of Whiggiſm began to predominate, Hooper, Dean of 
Canterbury, a man diſtinguiſhed by the ſteadineſs of his attachment to 
them, was, by an unexpected and unſolicited nomination, raiſed to the 
biſhopric of St. Aſaph, © with a view (as Dr. Atterbury tells his friend 
Trelawney biſhop of Exeter), as he ſuppoſes, to take the lead in the ad- 
miniſtration of eccleſiaſtical affairs; in which caſe, ſays he, I am ſure 
to be oppreſſed and kept under, as much as if archbiſhop Tillotſon 
were alive and at the helm—a very ill return for making that . 
which ſet him at the head of the lower clergy.” But ſurely this was 2 
ground of obligation, on which few perſons would have thought of 


founding a claim of gratitude, In June 1713, the Tories being now 


triumphant, Dr. Atterbury was advanced to the biſhopric of Rocheſter. 
His ſanguine hopes of attaining to the primacy were however quickly 
blaſted, by the death of the qucen; and at the acceſſion of King 
George I. he engaged, with all the fervor of party rage and diſappoint- 
ed ambition, in the moſt violent meaſures of the oppoſition ; and was 
at length inſtigated by paſſion and revenge, to embark in a wild and ill 
conducted conſpiracy, which terminated in his ruin, He died at Pa- 


Tis, Feb. 1732, 
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among them, with being concerned in the preſent hor- 


rid conſpiracy, But it was well known, that many of 
them had been engaged in the late rebellion; and the 
preſent plot, he averred, was contrived at Rome, and 
the Engliſh Catholics were not only well-wiſhers to it, 


but had contributed large ſums to carry it on. And he 


thought it highly reaſonable, that the fomenters of the 
public diſturbances ſhould themſelves bear the chief 
ſhare of the burdens, which muſt be neceſſarily incurred 
for their ſuppreſſion.” This propoſition was hearkened 
to with extreme diſapprobation, and incurred heavy cen- 
ſure, not only from the partiſans of the Tory and Jaco- 
bite factions, but from many of the moſt enlightened 
and intelligent members of the houſe. And it was fo 
ably combated by Mr. Lutwyche in particular, in a ſpeech 
delivered on the motion of commitment, as to merit a 


diſtinct and moſt honorable tranſmiſſion for the inſtruc- 


tion of ſucceeding times. | 

« The gentlemen (faid this excellent citizen and ſena- 
tor) who have ſpoken in favor of this bill, have urged 
the invariable and inveterate enmity of the Catholics 


againſt the preſent eſtabliſhment ; and have aſſerted, that 


if they did not ſhew themſelves openly againſt the go- 
vernment in the late conſpiracy, it proceeded from mo- 
tives of prudence, and not for want of zeal in the Pre- 
tender's cauſe. A general charge of this kind may, in- 


deed, form a ſufficient ground for a preamble to a bill of 
this nature; but the enacting part ought to be ſupported 


by ſpeciſic facts, clearly and plainly proved; otherwiſe 
we may involve the innocent in a puniſhment due only 


to the guilty, Becauſe ſome of the Roman Catholics are 
ſuſpefed to have been concerned in this conſpiracy, ſhall 


the whole body be not-only charged with the guilt, but 
actually ſuffer the penalty ? The law ſuppoſes every man 
to be accountable for his own actions, and doth not re- 


quire 
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quire what is in no man's power to perform that he 
ſhould be anſwerable for the conduct of another. As 
to the diſaffection of the Catholics in the preſent in- 
ſtance, I appeal to the houſe whether any mention is 
made in the report, of any Roman Catholic of eminence, 
except a noble duke, to whom a letter is ſuppoſed to 
have been written, implying his knowledge and appro- 


| bation of the conſpiracy. How unjuſt then, upon ſo 


ſlender a ſuſpicion, to uflict the ſeverities enacted by this 
law, upon numerous innocent families who harbor no 
dangerous deligns, and wiſh for no political revolution ! 
If you abandon the ground of diſaffection, and make 


their religion, ſuppoſed ſo inimical to that eſtabliſhed in 


this country, the pretext for this meaſure; it is a ſpecies 
of perſecution odious in itſelf, incompatible with the ho- 
nor of the legiſlature, and deſtructive of the freedom 
and happineſs of the ſubject. Let it not be ſaid, that 


his majeſty's mild and gracious reign has been blemiſhed 
by an act ſo rigorous, of which the evident tendency is 


to confirm the obſtinate in their errors, and alienate the 


affections of the well-difpoſed. There has been, indeed, 


a political reaſon aſſigned for this meaſure, deduced from 
its expediency ; and it is ſaid to be indeed to deter the 
Jacobites abroad from raſh enterprites, by making their 
friends here pay the expence which the nation finds ne- 
ceſſary for its ſecurity. As this is a reaſon founded on 
mere ſpeculation, I will venture to oppoſe one conjec- 


ture to another. And it is my opinion, that as the claims : 


of the Pretender are in themſelves unfounded and un- 
juſt, his only hope of ſucceſs can be derived from the 


diſcontents of the people; the more ground, therefore, 


there is for complaint, the better proſpect he has of ſuc- 
ceſs, and the wider ſcope will be afforded to the Jaco- 
bites, to aggravate the errors and faults of the govern- 
: ment. 
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X. GEORGE I. 
ment. If the peaceable and quiet behavior of the Ca- 
tholics does not entitle them to the protection of the law 
—if the principle on which this bill is founded be in 
future adopted as juſt and equitable—if the moſt dutiful 
and unreſerved ſubmiſſion cannot exempt them from cri- 
minal imputations, and even from the penalties of open 


167 


ſedition and rebellion, will they not embrace any oppor- 


tunity to free themſelves from this intolerable tyranny, 
thinking that under no form of government they can 
receive worſe treatment? It is alleged that, for many 
years paſt, the legal impoſitions have not been levied 
from the Catholics; and that a much larger ſum than 


the preſent is actually due from them, if the forfeitures 
were rigorouſly exacted. The fact I will not diſpute z 


but the queſtion to be reſolved is—Why do you now 
change your lenity into cruelty ? The executive govern- 
ment, it is evident, conceived the terrors of the penal 
code to be intended for ſecurity, not revenge. And in 
conſequence of the peaceable demeanor of the catholics, 
theſe acts were virtually ſuſpended. If theſe ſtatutes 


vere, therefore, juſtly and wiſely diſpenſed with before, 


why are they to be put in execution now? At the æra 
of the revolution, the Roman catholics were far more 
numerous and powerful than at preſent. It was well 
known that they held correſpondence, and were deeply 
engaged in the intereſts of King James, who was openly 
ſupported by France. At that period, the competition 
for the crown was indeed of a ſerious nature, and great- 
y different from that originating from the wild and ex- 
travagant pretenſions of a forlorn fugitive, expelled from 
all the courts of Europe, and obliged to ſeek for ſhel- 
ter and ſanctuary at Rome. But king WILLIAM, 
though warned of the dangers of his ſituation, fully 
appriſed of the ſeverity of the laws enacted againſt the 
Papilts, and "Oy urged to carry them into ſtrict ex- 
. ecution, 
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ecution, reſolutely and conſtantly refuſed compliance. 
That great monarch knew that no free ſtate could long 
ſubſiſt in a departure from the rules of equal and impar- 


tial juſtice. It has been ſaid, that the liberties of En- 
gland can never be in danger, but from the Roman Ca- 


tholics: the truth is, that the chief danger ariſes from 
the diviſions and animoſities ſubſiſting between the va- 
rious denominations of proteltants in this country—ani- 
moſities ariſing from an erroneous and contracted policy, 
and perpetuated by artful and ambitious leaders for their 
own purpoſes, by exciting unneceſſary fears and ground- 
leſs jealouſies. I know, ſaid this enlightened ſenator, 
no better rule of government, than to puniſh the guilty, 
and protect the innocent—but precipitately to treat as 
criminal a body of men, becauſe you ſuſpect them to 
be guilty, when farther inquiry and better information 


may prove them to be innocent, is no very ſatisfaCtory 


mode of diſplaying the impartiality of your proceedings. 
Conſidering the great vigilance of the miniſtry, and 
their diligence in unravelling the molt ſubtle contrivances 


of the conſpirators, I think it very unlikely that any 


conſiderable foreign remittances made by the Roman 


Catholics ſhould have eſcaped their notice. To ſingle 
out one ſet of men, therefore, and upon a mere ſuppo- 
ſition to inflict penalties upon them, which the cleareſt 


proof of guilt only could warrant, is an act impoſſible 


to reconcile to that juſtice and equity which ought in- 


variably to guide and direct the proceedings of this aſ- 
ſembly.” 


This iniquitous bill, 3 in its progreſs through 
the houſe, extended to all nonjurors, notwithſtanding 


theſe irrefragable reaſonings, finally paſſed by a majority 
of 217 againſt 168 voices, and received the royal aſſent; 
on which occaſion a ſpeech was made by Sir Spencer 
Compton, 
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Compton, the ſpeaker, ſhewing, or at leaſt endeavor- 


ing to ſkew, the policy and neceſſity of this meaſure, from 


the countenance and ſupport given by the papiſts and 
nonjurors to the © late horrid and execrable conſpiracy.” 


As no oppreſſion, however, of a ſimilar nature was af- 


terwards attempted, there is reaſon to believe that the 
generous efforts now made in the cauſe of juſtice and 
humanity were not wholly loſt. And if the magnitude 
of the ſubje&t may be deemed not ſuch as to require ſo 


particular a detail, it ought to be remarked, that the ar- 


guments of Mr. Lutwyche are not of a temporary or 
local kind, but compriſe truths of univerſal and F 
importance and obligation. 

On the 27th of May 1723, an end was put to this long 
and intereſting ſeſſion by a ſpeech from the throne ; in 
which his majeſty expreſſed in warm terms © his ſatis- 
faction at the proceedings of the parliament, and in par- 


ticular at thoſe exertions of legiſlative authority which 


were neceſſary in this criſis of danger, for the puniſh- 
ment of offenders, whoſe guilt there was no room to 
doubt, bat whoſe: wicked arts and practices had been 
brought to ſuch perfection, that they confidently carried 
on their traitorous projects in defiance of the law, from an 
aſſurance of being able to elude it. Some EXTRAORDI- 
NARY AFFAIRS, his majeſty added, calling him abroad 
this ſummer, he doubted not but that the wiſdom and 


vigilance of his good ſubjects would prevent their com- 


mon enemies from taking advantage of his abſence; and 
that they will at length ceaſe to flatter themſelves with the 
vain imagination of being able to ſubvert our * and 


preſent eſtabliſhment.” 


About this period, Philip V. king of Spain, vieilag 
himſelf up without reſerve to vain and ſuperſtitious fer- 
vors of devotion, retired to the monaſtery of St. Ilde- 
fonſo; whence he made a ſolemn renunciation of the 
Crowns 
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crowns of Caſtile and Arragon, in favor of his eldeſt fon, 
Don Louis, Prince of Aſturias—“ committing him and 
his people to the powerful protection of the HoLY VIE: 
G1N,” under whoſe auipices the young prince ventured to 
aſſume the reins of government, without the uſual for. 
mality of aſſembling the Cortez. But, dying ſoon aſter 
his elevation to the throne, the abdicated monarch was 
reluctantly prevailed upon again to enccunter the cares 
and burdens of royalty. Devoting himſelf, nevertheleſs, 
entirely to monkith exerciſes of religion, the taſk of go- 
vernment devolved upon the queen ; whote influence in 
the Spanith counſcls had been for ſome time paſt, very 
conſpicuous. N : 
The public tranquillity being now perfectly reſtored, 
the king put in execution his reſolution to reviſit his do- 
minions on the continent, where new and unexpected po- 
litical connections and combinations were taking place, 
by no means favorable to the views and wiſhes of his Bri- 
tannic Majeſty. The cnmity between Ruſſia and Sweden 
had at length terminated by a treaty concluded at Nyſtad, 
A. D. 1721; conformably to which, the fertile and ex- 
tenſive provinces of Livonia, Ingria, Eſthonia, and Ca- 
relia, were confirmed to Ruſſia, and the barren deſerts of 
Finland, only, reſtored to Sweden. This peace was 
quickly matured into an union of counſels and deſigns, 
which gave extreme umbrage and uneaſineſs to the king 
of England; who, having ground to believe the imme— 
diate object of this coalition to be the reſtoration of the 
duchy of Sleſwic to the duke of Holitcin, trembled for 
the ſafety of his favorite and contignous acquiſitions of 
Bremen and Verden—che 1{ccurity of all theſe poſſeſſions 
reiting only on the tottering baſis of the mutual guaran- | 
tee of Denmark and Hanover. After a ſhort interval 
of anxious ſuſpenſe, it was aſcertained that the treaty 


ef 


3 e Le, & FR,” ION * 3 — - N 1 
. * C 7 . 8 3 
3 Ce” r 1 BE Yan; 2 . s * 3 T * EE ANY = by 
K KAY DIG or Ol A, EL ar ot rl ET ES ar 0 Fe de Ea 8 38 
e LE SI” „ J dd ESE Deb, TT Oats 
5 ? — INE S 2 ROE DO EE IE eres bt 8 ö „JFFVFFCVVTFFCVT ea Dita 
5 W N D © WRITE: don Heb 


k. GEORGE I. 
of Stockholm, ſigned February 1724, contained in it a 
ſecret article, by which the high contracting parties ob- 
liged themſelves “ in the moſt effectual manner to uſe 


their good offices for the reſtoring the duke of Holſtein — 
who was nearly related to both—to the Duchy of Sleſ- 


wic; and if theſe proved ineffectual, her methods ſhould 


be thought of. In particular, application ſhould be made 
to the powers who ſtood engaged with them to guaran- 
tec the ſaid Duchy to the ſaid duke, of whom England 
by the treaty of Travendahl was one—leaving it more 


immediately to his IMPERIAL MajesTY, to concert ſuch 


meaſures as might with the greateſt ſecurity for ever cut 
off this ſource of ſuch infinite troubles to the north.” A 


viſible coldneſs had for ſome time ſubſiſted between the 


king of England and the emperor, who in every in- 
ſtance oppoſed, as far as he could venture to oppoſe, the 
aſpiring views of the houſe of Lunenburg; and who 
perſiſted in his refuſal to grant the inveſtiture of the 


Duchies of Bremen and Verden, but upon terms with 


which the king of England perſiſted in his refuſal to 


comply the emperor requiring, as it is faid, on his part, 
a refreſhing fee” to an enormous amount; and his 


Britannic majeſty being anxiouſly deſirous, in contrarie- 


ty to the poſitive conſtitutions of the empire, and the 


peremptory declarations of the emperor, to include the 
imperial city of Bremen in the new inveſtiture. Unfor- 


tunately alſo, an imperial Eaſt-India company had been 
recently eſtabliihed at Oſtend, which was viewed, both 
by England and Holland, with the malignant eyes of 


commercial jealouſy. A vote, and, in the ſequel, an 


act, paſſed in the Britiſh parliament, declaring it to be 


an high crime and miſdemeanor for any ſubject of Great 
Britain in any manner to engage in or countenance this 
undertaking ; and repeated remonſtrances, much more 

| | urgent 
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urgent chan reaſonable, were made be the Engliſh 
miniſtry, to induce the-emperor to abandon this enter. 
priſe; : 
During this ſtate of things in Europe died Philip duke 
of Orleans, regent of France, the firm and faithful ally 
of the king of England *. This prince was poſſeſſed of 
ſhining-talents, which were nevertheleſs greatly clouded 


and obſcured by an extravagant propenſity to pleaſure, 
which he indulged without reſerve or decorum. From 
the love of fame incident to an elevated mind, he was 


anxious that his conduct ſhould appear in a favorable 
tight to poſterity, and had formed a ſerious reſolution of 
convoking the eſtates-general of the kingdom, for the 
purpoſe of effecting a grand refarmation in the ſtate, 
from which he was with difficulty diverted by his confi- 
-dential miniſter and favorite the cardinal Dubois +. 
The Regent frequently expreſſed his indignation at the 


wretched ſtate of political degradation to which France 


was reduced ; declaring that, had he been born a com- 
moner, he would have defended the cauſe of liberty 


againſt the oppreſſion of the government. But his vo- 


luptuous life and the profligacy of his morals were total- 
ly incompatible with the predominance of public virtue 


or public ſpirit in his counſels. Under the adminiſtra- 


tion of the duke of Bourbon, his ſucceſſor, the ſame 
good underſtanding ſcemed to ſubſiſt between the crowns 
of Great Britain and France; and both courts viewed 

with 


* December 2, 1722. 


+ On this man, the abandoned high-prieſt and companion of the 
nocturnal orgies of the Regent, the following epitaph was written : 


Rome rougit d'avoir rovgi 
Le maquereau qui git ici. 
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with equal aſtoniſhment and, apprehenſion the ſudden 
termination of the long and deeply-rooted animoſity of 


the emperor and the king of Spain by a treaty conclud- 


ed at Vienna, April 1725; in conformity to which, 
Spain became guarantee of the Auſtrian ſucceſſion, ac- 


cording to the PRAGMATIC SANCTION *. Such was 


the appellation given to the imperial edict, confirmed 

and ratified by the diet of the empire, by which the vaſt 

dominions of that houſe were declared to be a perpetual 

and indiviſible feoffment limited to the heirs-general of 

the preſent emperor. And the emperor, on his part, 

granted the inveſtiture of the Duchies of "Tuſcany, Par- 
ma, and Placentia, to the eldeit ſon of Philip V. by his 
preſent queen, in default of heirs in the actual poſſeſ- 
ſors. High offence had been recently given by the 
court of Verſailles to the court of Madrid, by the diſ- 
miſſal of the young Infanta of Spain, affianced to the 
king of France, but to whom that monarch had con- 
ceived a diſlike approaching to averſion. The Spaniſh 
court not only in the firſt emotions of its anger ſent back 
to France mademoiſelle de Beaujolois, daughter of the 
late Regent, and betrothed to Don Carlos, ſecond ſon of 
his Catholic majeſty ; but offered, in its eager ſolicitude 
of revenge, to adjuſt all exiſting differences with the 
emperor, under the ſole mediation' of Great Britain. 
But at this propoſition, ſo flattering and advantageous 
in various reſpects, the king of England was compelled - 
to helitatez knowing that this mediation could not be 
accepted without exciting the extreme umbrage and jea- 


louſy of France ; and the treaty was ſuddenly and un- 
expectedly 


* The term © pragmatic,” univerſally applied to this famous edict, 
is uſed in a ſenſe ſo uncommon, that it may he pardonable, en poſe 
fant, to remark its derivation from the Greek co fHY [AXTH0G, carrying 
with it the complex meaning of a public and ls ſanction. 
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expectedly ſigned without the intervention of any other 
power. To this treaty the court of Peterſburg, after an 
interval of deliberation and delay, acceded : and military 
preparations were made by all theſe courts, which were 
ſuppoſed to indicate farther deſigns than it was 121 * 
proper to avow. 

To counterbalance the weight of this confederacy, a 
ſimilar treaty of alliance was ſigned at Hanover, Sept. 
1725, between England, France, Denmark, and Pruſſia; 
to which Holland and Sweden afterwards acceded. 
When this treaty was communicated to the Engliſh par- 
liament, which met January 1726, after two ſucceſſive 
quiet and tranquil ſeſſions demanding no diſtinct hiſtoric 
notice, it was ſtrongly urged, © that the Britiſh nation 
would be eventually engaged by it in a war for the de- 
fence of the king's German dominions, contrary to an 
expreſs proviſion made in the act of ſettlement, which, 
as the baſis the preſent family reſted their title to the 
crown upon, ought to be held facred and inviolable. And 
the whole ſcope and tenor of it was ſaid to be diametri- 
cally oppoſite to the uniform policy of Great Britain for 
a long ſucceſſion of years. For by this treaty we had 
abandoned an alliance upon which the balance of power 
in Europe, and the preſervation of its liberties, were ge- 
nerally and juſtly believed to depend; and with unex- 
ampled eagerneſs and aſſiduity of folly had ſolicited the 
friendſhip of a nation, whoſe views and intereſts ſtood 
in direct oppoſition no lets to thoſe of England than of 
the houſe of, Auſtria.” Mr. Horace Walpole, brother 
to the miniſter, and much employed, and confided in, 
by him in all foreign tranſactions, and who had been 
the chief negotiator of this treaty, undertook to obviate 
all Obzections to it in a ſtudied and elaborate harangue, 
in which he explained to the houſe at great length the 
different 
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different Atoations and intereſts of the principal ſtates of 


Europe, from the peace of Utrecht to the preſent time. 
This miniſter aſſured the houſe, “ that the conſtant care 
and endeavor of his majeſty, ſince his happy acceffion 
to the throne, had been to ſecure the tranquillity of 
Chriſtendom, to promote the honor and intereſt of his 
kingdoms, and ſettle the balance of power in Europe 
on a ſolid foundation. With theſe great and laudable 
views, he ſaid, his majeſty had aſſumed the character 
both of mediator and guarantee of the Barrier treaty 
concluded in 1715, and of the convention by which it 
was ſubſequently confirmed between the emperor and 
the ſtates. - Actuated by the ſame motives, he had in 
1716 ſigned a defenſive alliance with the emperor, and 
in 1717 another with the moſt chriſtian king and the 
ſtates-general. In order to fortify theſe treaties, and 
more effectually to fecure the repoſe of Europe, the king 
had in 1718 made a convention with his moſt chriſtian 
majeſty, for propoſing ultimate conditions of peace be- 


tween the emperor and Spain; and alſo between his im- 


perial majeſty and the- then king of Sicily. That this 
treaty was followed, after a very ſhort interval, by a 
treaty of alliance between the emperor, the king of 


Great Britain, his moſt chriſtian majeſty, and the re- 


public of Holland ; whence this treaty derived its popu- 


lar appellation of the quadruple alliance. That within 


a few months the king of Sicily was admitted as a party 
to this treaty; and at length the king of Spain himſelf. 
was compelled to accede to the terms of it, which was 
chiefly owing to the generous aſſiſtance his Britannic 
majeſty gave to the emperor in the Mediterranean; that 
the remaining points in diſpute between their imperial and 
Catholic majeſties were referred to the decifion of a con- 
greſs opened at Cambray. After an unſucceſsful nego- 
tiation of three years the e congreſs was ſuddenly diſſolv- 

. ed, 
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ed, upon advice that the emperor and king of Spain had 


adjuſted their differences, by a ſeparate treaty concluded 
at Vienna. That this unexpected event had occaſioned 
no little ſurmiſe and alarm; and had raiſed jealouſies 
which a more perfect knowledge of this tranſaction had 


fully juſtified. That this treaty of peace was followed 
by a treaty of commerce, the principal object of which 


was the eſtabliſhment of an India company at Oſtend, 


in violation of our rights, and to the ruin of our trade. 


That the remonſtrances made by his majeſty's miniſters 
at the courts of Vienna and Madrid had been received 
by the miniſters of his catholic majeſty with coldneſs, 
and by thoſe of his imperial majeſty with the utmoſt 
haughtineſs ; inſomuch that they ſcrupled not to inſinu- 
ate that if his Britannic majeſty perſiſted in adopting re- 


ſolutions hoſtile to the treaty of Vienna, his imperial 


majeſty would think himſelf diſengaged from the gua- 
rantee of the proteſtant ſucceſſion to the crown of Great 
Britain. And they had even gone ſo far as to affirm, 
that ſuch meaſures might be attended with diſagree- 
able conſequences in relation to his majeſty's dominions 
in Germany. Such however was the firmneſs of his 


majeſty, that no impreſſion could be made on him by 
theſe menaces; nor was he by any ſuggeſtions to be de- 


terred from concerting with other powers the means of 
counteracting the ambitious views of this formidable al- 


liance. And this was the more neceſſary, becauſe there 


were juſt grounds to believe that this extraordinary and 
unexpected reconciliation was owing to the fixed and 
favorite purpoſe of the houſe of Auſtria, of rendering 
the imperial dignity hereditary in their family. Ia order 
to that, it might be /upprſed that the treaty of . jenna 
was to be cemented by a marriage between the Em- 
peror's eldeſt daughter and the infant Don Carlos.— 
Who did not foreſee the fatal conſequences of this con- 
jun tion? 
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K. GEORGE I. 177 
junction ? The iſſue of ſuch a marriage might i in time in- 


herit, not only the imperial crown, and the vaſt here- 
ditary dominions of the Auſtrian family, but the entire 


monarchy of Spain with its appendages, which would 


entirely overthrow the balance of power, and render the 
liberties of Europe wholly precarious. If this was not 


within the contemplation of theſe two monarchs, how 


would any one undertake to account for the extenſive 


privileges beſtowed by the king of Spain, in contraven- 
tion of the moſt ſolemn treaties with Great Britain, up- 
on the emperor's ſubjects in the Netherlands; or for 
the emperor's ſo far forgetting his obligations to England 
and Holland, as to perſiſt in ſupporting the Oſtend 
company, eſtabliſhed with no other view than to diſtreſs 


the maritime powers? or for his engaging to aſſiſt the 
king of Spain in the recovery of Minorca and Gibraltar? 
In order to put a timely ſtop to the progreſs of ſuch 


alarming and dangerous deſigus, his majeſty had, in his 
great wiſdom, entered into a defenſive alliance with his 


8 moſt chriſtian majeſty and the king of Pruſſia, to which 
> ſeveral other powers, and particularly the ſtatos-general, 


were invited to accede: that the grand deſign of this al- 
liance was to maintain the tranquillity of Chriſtendom 


and the balance of power, and the reſpective rights and 


immunities of all nations, particularly thoſe relating to 
commerce: and that his majeſty, ever attentive to the 
ſupport and protection of the proteſtant intereſt, had en- 
gaged, by a ſeparate article of this treaty, the moſt 
chriſtian king and the king of Pruffia, who together 
with his majeſty were guarantees of the treaty of Oliva, 
concluded between the crowns of Poland and Sweden, A. 
D. 1660, to interpoſe in behalf of our diſtreſſed proteſtant 
brethren in Poland; and to cauſe reparation to be made 
tor what may have been done at Thorne, contrary to 
the ſtipulatious of that treaty. And he concluded with 
Vo. I. | . * 
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paſſing very laviſh encomiums on the wiſdom, vigilance, 
ſteadineſs, and reſolution of his majeſty, in the conduct 
of all theſe weighty and important affairs.” 1 
The houſe, no doubt completely enlightened and con- 
vinced by the perſpicuity of this ſtatement and the force 
of theſe reaſonings, and admiring the beautiful harmony 
with which theſe complicated, multifarious, and ſeem- 
ingly diſſonant treaties, alliances, and conventions, con- 


curred in promoting the intereſt of Great Britain, with | 


a ſingle eye to which they were ſo demonſtrably con- 
cluded, voted by a prodigious majority, viz. 285 againſt 
107, an addreſs to the king, declaratory of the higheſt 
approbation of the treaty of Hanover; and expreſſive of 
the unfeigned pratitude of the houſe, for the meaſures 
ſo wiſely concerted by his majeſty for obviating and diſ- 
appointing the dangerous views of the emperor and the 


king of Spain; and reprobating the treaty of commerce 


concluded between thoſe powers, as © calculated for the 
entire deſtruction of the Britiſh trade; and aſſuring his 
majeſty, that, in vindication of the honor of the Britiſh 
crown, the houſe will effectually ſtand by and ſupport his 
majeſty againſt all inſults and attacks that any power, in 

reſentment of the meaſures ſo wiſely taken, ſhall make 
upon any of his majeſty's territories, though not belong- 
ing to the crown of Great Britain.“ This unexpected 


revolution in the general politics of Europe was chiefly ef- 


fected through the inſtrumentality of the famous M. de 
Ripperda, a native of Holland; who, from the condi- 


tion of a private gentleman, was advanced, after the fall of 
| Alberoni, to the rank of a Grandee of Spain, and ſuc- 


ceeded to the poſt of prime miniſter. He was inſpired 
by a kindred genius, and proſecuted the ſame projects of 
aggrandiſement by different means. Finding the power 
of England the grand and perpetual obſtacle to the ac- 


compliſhment 


HELLO 


4 72 5 


K. GEORGE I. 179 


— of his deſigns, he frequently indulged 
himſelf in very indiſcreet and paſſionate expreſſions of 


reſentment, and openly affirmed that the intereſts of 


Europe required the reſtoration of the houſe of Stuart. 


After the. concluſion of the treaty of Hanover, he 


baughtily exclaimed, «Well, well, we ſhall teach theſe 
petty gentlemen (meaning the electors of Hanover and 


Brandenburg) to make treaties !” And he was frequently 


accuſtomed to ſay, that cardinal Alberoni made a falſe 


ſtep, in ſending that fleet to Sicily, which he ought to 


have ſent to England. In a memorial addreſſed by co- 
lonel Stanhope *, the Britiſh miniſter at Madrid, to the 
Spaniſh ſecretary of ſtate, the marquis de la Paz, at a 
ſubſequent period, heavy complaints are made of the in- 
ſolent diſcourſes of the Duc de Ripperda during his 
embaſſy at Vienna: „ There can be no ſtronger 


proof (ſaid the Engliſh miniſter) of their Catholic ma- 
jeſties' approbation of M. de Ripperda's behavior, than 


the great honors to which they promoted him, and the 
entire truſt they conferred upon him, at his return to 
Madrid. And as what he had given out at Vienna, re- 


lative to Gibraltar, was verified by the peremptory de- 


mand of that fortreſs; ſo from that time meaſures were 
taken, to make good what he had likewiſe ſaid there, 
that the king ſhould be driven out of his dominions, 
and the Pretender placed upon the throne of Great Bri- 
tain. It is freely left to the judgment of every impartial 
perſon, that he who declared there was a ſecret offen- 
ſive alliance, was actually prime miniſter to his Catholic 
majeſty, who honored him with his entire confidence 
that it was he who had himſelf made the treaties of 
Vienna—that he never denied making ſuch declaration, 
| N 2 when 

Afterwards created earl of Harrington; and who, on his return 


from this em vatſy , Jucce:ded lord Toy ahend 3 in the 6 poi of ſecretary 
et late. e 


180 k. GEORGE I. 


when it was publicly talked of; and that he was never 


diſowned in it by the king his maſter, who continued 


him a long time after in his ſervice z nor was it alleged 


as one of the cauſes of his diſgrace.” 'The Spaniſh mi. 
niſter, in reply, declares, & that the king of Spain does 
not conſider himſelf as reſponfible for the vain and idle 
diſcourſes of the Duc de Ripperda, whoſe extravagancies 
had at length induced his Catholic majeſty not only to 
diveſt him of his offices, but to ſecure the perſon of a 
miniſter as culpable as dangerous. But he acknowledg- 
ed, that the Duc de Ripperda was jaftified in declaring, 
that the good correſpondence and friendſhip of England 
and Spain depended on the ſpeedy reſtitution of Gibral- 
tar, agreeably to the poſitive engagements of the king 
of England.“ This extraordinary man, after his diſ- 
grace, eſcaped from the tower of Segovia, where he was 
cloſely confined, and fought for refuge in England, 
where he reſided three years in great pomp and ſplendor, 
But not finding his wild fchemes and projects of revenge 
likely to be adopted by the Britiſh court, he took a ſud- 
den reſolution to offer his ſervices to Muley Abdalla, 
emperor of Morocco, by whom they were received with 
eagerneſs; and embracing the Mahommedan faith, he 
was created a Baſſa and prime miniſter and Vizier of the 
empire. After experiencing divers viciflitudes of for- 
tune he expired at Tetuan, October 1737, profeſſing 
himſelf a true and fincere penitent ; and being received 
as ſuch into the boſom of the holy Catholic church, in 


the communion of which he was originally educated ; 


though early in life he had abjured the errors of Popery, 
and embraced the proteſtant faith, which he afterwards 
renounced on entering into the ſervice of Spain: on re- 


ceiving abſolution from a Monk of Mequinez, he be- 
came, although previouſly agonized with remorſe, calm 


and 
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and ſerene, and at laſt died with cheerfulneſs and hope. 
Such is the faſcination of the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion. | | MP SO 
The political connection between Ruſſia and Sweden, 


ſo recently formed, was already much weakened by the 
unexpected death of the Czar, Peter the Great, Janua- 
ry 1725; and the harmony between England and Swe- 


den was, in conſequence of that event, after an interval 
of intrigue and negotiation, completely reſtored. This 
monarch muſt be regarded as the moſt extraordinary 
phænomenon of the age in which he lived. Previous to 
his acceſſion to the throne of his anceſtors, Ruſſia was 
ſcarcely known as an European power, except by her 
occaſional wars with Poland, and by the commercial in- 


tercourſe which ſhe maintained with England, through 


the medium of the remote port of Archangel, ſituated 


at the extremity of the Frozen Ocean. PETER, who, 
by a rare conjunction of qualities, joined a moſt daring 


and ardent ſpirit of enterpriſe to a clear and ſolid judg. 


ment, early entertained the vaſt deſign of civilizing his 


immenſe dominions burning with ambition to occupy 
a conſpicuous and leading ſtation amongſt the powers of 
Europe. With what ſucceſs he proſecuted and accom- 


pliſhed this grand project, it is foreign to the purpoſe 
af the preſent hiſtory to relate. After ſurmounting, by 


the inceſſant labor of thirty years, difficulties inſuperable 


to any other man, he lived to ſee himſelf in poſſeſſion of 


all which had engaged his wiſhes and his hopes—ap- 


plauded as a hero, venerated as a legiſlator. By his con- 


queſts he had ſubjected various rich and populous pro- 


vinces to his dominion, and in the midſt of them he had 
TS built a magnificent city bearing the name of its founder, 
and which will atteſt to future and ſucceſſive ages the 


grandeur and ſublimity of his genius. He introduced 
diſcipline i into his armies; he created a powerful navy; 
. 1 and 
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and in the room of Aſiatic ignorance, prejudice, and 
barbariſm, he ſubſtituted the arts, the learning, the cuſ- 
toms and manners of Europe. His ſyſtem of improve- 
ment and aggrandiſement has been eagerly and invaria. 


bly purſued by his ſucceſſors in the empire, and with a 
degree of ſucceſs which may reaſonably excite univerſal 


| Jealouſy and apprehenſion : for to the rapid and unex- 


ampled increaſe of the power of Ruſſia no other Euro- 
pean ſtate bears a juſt or relative proportion. The king 
of England, alarmed at the great naval equipments of 
the empreſs Catherine, upon whom the imperial crown 
of the late Czar her huſband had by his will devolved, 


profeſſed, with great oſtentation of generoſity, to feel 


an extreme apprehenſion leſt Sweden ſhould be even- 
tually endangered by them. And though Sweden, clear- 
ly perceiving that Sleſwic was the real object of his ſo- 
licitude, openly declared herſelf in perfect amity with 
Ruſſia; a ſtrong ſquadron under Sir Charles Wager ſail- 


ed, by order of the king of England, to the Baltic, 


early in the year 1726, with expreſs directions not to ſuf- 
fer the Ruſſian fleets to leave their ports, till the em- 


preſs had obviated all ground of ſuſpicion by an explicit 


declaration of her pacific intentions. The empreſs, 
though highly offended at this imperious requiſition, 


' proteſted, «6 that nothing was farther from her thoughts, 


than any deſign to diſturb the peace of the North—ex- 
preſſing at the ſame time her aſtoniſhment, that ſhe had 
not received his majeſty's letter until his fleet was at an- 
chor before Revel ; a procedure totally inconſiſtent with 
the amity ſo long maintained between her kingdoms 


and the crown of Great Britain.” That Ruſſia, at leaſt 


after the death of the Czar, was willing and deſirous to 
maintain amity with Great Britain, and even with Ha- 


nover, as connected with Britain, appears from the 


tenor 


tenor of the negotiations carried on in the ſummer of 
1725; when the Czarina declared her readineſs to con- 


cede in all other points, provided Sleſwic were reſtored 


to the duke of Holſtein, or an equivalent found for it. 
To this idea of an equivalent the king of England pro- 
feſſed not to object; but after much laborious diſcufſion 
of this knotty point, no equivalent could be deviſed; 
though, had not Hanover been at this period the darling 
care of England, Bremen and Verden would probably 
have been deemed a very fit and commodious one. 


Notwithſtanding the declaration of the empreſs, Sir 


Charles Wager, who had been joined at Copenhagen 
by a Daniſh ſquadron, continued in his ſtation till the 
ſeaſon was too far advanced to admit of any farther na- 
val operations. Thus provoked, the Czarina acceded 
in form to the treaty of Vienna (Auguſt 1726). And 
the government of Sweden, perceiving Ruſſia unable to 
cope with the naval power of England, and feeling ſen- 
ſibly the operative influence of the golden ſhowers which 


nov diffuſed themſelves in rich profuſion over that bar- 


ren land, acceded, March 1727, to the treaty of Hano- 
ver v. Two other powerful ſquadrons were alſo at this 


period | 


In conſequence of the unlimited votes of credit paſſed by the com- 
mons in 1726 and 1727, it appears that the ſum of 435, oool. was ex- 


pended during thoſe two years in ſecret ſervices, neceſſary, to adopt the 


language of parliament, “ to ſulfil and perfect his majeſty's engage- 
ments for ſecuring the peace of Europe.” In the month of June 1726, 
when the Britiſh fleet was actually in the Baltic, Mr. Poyntz, ambaſ- 
ſador at the court of Stockholm, preſented a MEMORIAL to that court, 
declaring,“ That his Britannic majeſty, always attentive to preſerve 
the peace of the North, had no ſooner concluded the treaty of Hanover 
but he had communicated it to Sweden, and deſired its acceſſion there- 
to—that it was with great concern he ſaw this negotiation lengthened 


out to above fix months, and that in the mean time Sweden had en- 


tered 
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period fitted out at an immenſe expence, though, as * 


as appears, without any determinate object; and indi. 
cating only the jealous fears and reſtleſs ſurmiſes of the 
king of England. One of theſe, under the command 
Sir John Jennings, with a body of land-forces on board, 
eruized for a conſiderable time off the coaſts of Spain, 
to the great conſternation of the inhabitants, but at- 
tempted no act of hoſtility. Another fleet under rear- 
admiral Hoſier ſailed for the Weſt-Indies, with orders 
to block up the galleons in the Spaniſh harbors ; or to 


capture them, in caſe they ſhould preſume to venture 


out. But his inſtructions authorizing nc farther or more 
direct act of hoſtility, and the Spaniards having recon- 


veyed, on the firſt intelligence of this armament, their 


treaſures from Porto Bello to Panama, this gallant offi- 


cer was compelled to remain inactive in his ſtation till 


«be greater _ of his men, 0 at length the admiral 
himſelf, 


tered into engagements with other powets (alluding to the accefſion of 
the empcror, April 15:6, to the treaty of Stockholm, of February 
1724); notwithſtanding which, his majeſty, ſearing theſe delays ſhould 
endanger Sweden, to ſhew his exactneſs in fulfilling his engagements 
and his attention to the ſuccor of Sweden, was willing to put that 
crown in poſſeſſion of the good fruits of its acceſſion, even before it had 
acceded, by ſending a powerful ſquadron into the Baltic without any re- 
guiſition thereof that the Britiſh admiral had been preſented to his Swe⸗ 


diſh majeſty, to aſſure him, that if he thought himſelf in any imme» | 


diate danger from the armament of his neighhors, he was in that caſe 
to concert meaſures with his majeſty for the defence of Sweden; but 
that while the ſaid admiral continued at Stockholm. his Swediſh ma- 
jeſty had graciouſly anſwered in writing, TAT BAVING A DEFEN-= 
SITE ALLIANCE WIr EA RUSSIA, HE THOUGHT HIMSELF IN NO DAxc- 
ER FROM THENCE,—If after the departure of the Engliſh fleet any 


misfortune ſhould happen to Sweden for want of timely precautions, it is 
hoped ſuth misfortune will not be imputed to his Britannic majeſty. And 


the ambaſſador tontludes with ſaying, that his majeſty cannot imagine 
that the fear of danger ought not 40 be a ſufficient inducement to guard 
again! 
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himſellf, periſhed deplorably by the diſeaſes of that de- 
ſtructive climate. The ſhips alſo were ſaid to be ruined 
by the worms; and loud and general complaints were 
made in England of the improvident and wanton waſte 
of lives and money, in this unaccountable and difaſtrous 


185 


expedition. 
During the ſcion of the preceding year, 1725, the 
earl of Macclesfield, lord high chancellor of Great Britain, 


was impeached, by the houſe of commons, of high 


crimes and miſdemeanors, upon the ground of his having 
made unuſual and exorbitant profits from the ſale of 


places —as alſo from the abuſe of his truſt, as general 
guardian of the perſons and eſtates of orphans and lu- 
natics; and, after a trial of twenty days, he was con- 
ricted by the peers, and ſentenced to pay a fine of 
30,0001. and to impriſonment in the tower till the ſame 
was paid.—A memorable example of the upright and 
impartial adminiſtration of criminal juſtice in Great 
Pritain. He was ſucceeded in the chancellorſhip by Sir 


Peter King, created baron King of Ockham in Surry, 


who had acquired great and deſerved reputation in his 
former ſtation of lord chief juſtice of England. But to 
this new and more elevated employment his talents were 


againſt thoſe dangers z nor that the looſe and uncertain hopes of future 
advantages from Ruſſia can afford a reaſonable motive to reje& the 
friendſhip of thoſe powers which have ever been the ſupport of Swe- 
den; nor that thoſe imaginary and inſidious promiſes can be balanced 
againſt a clear and net ſubſidy of 100,000 ducats per month, to com- 
mence from your majeſty*s acceſhon to the treaty of Hanover, and with 
a proſpect of more conſiderable affiſtance in caſe of need.” Surely the 


graveſt counſellor in the ſenate of Sweden muſt have found it difficult 


to read this memorial with a ſerious countenance; for who ever heard, 


before, of an armament ſent out of pure good-will to reſcue a nation 
irom the danger of its own alliances ! ? 


not 
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not deemed equally adapted: and on his reſignation the 
great ſeal was conſigned to lord Talbot, a nobleman of 
the higheſt mental accompliſhments, of profound pro- 
feſſional knowledge, and whole private life was the 
mirror of every virtue. His death, which moſt un- 
happily took place ſoon after his advancement, in the 
vigor of his age, was honored with the deepeſt expreſ- 
fions of national veneration and ſorrow. He was ſuc- 
cceded by Sir Philip Yorke, lord chief juſtice of England, 
created baron Hardwicke, who preſided in the court of 
chancery with high reputation no leſs than nineteen 
Years. 

At this period the king revived the antient order of 
knights of the Bath—an inſtitution which affords a 
cheap and honorable recompenſe to men who have 
merited of the public, ſo long as ſuch diſtinctions re- 
tain in the public eſtimation their preſent artificial and 
ideal value“. 

The parliament of Great Britain being convened Ja- 
nuary 1727, the king informed the two houſes „ that 
the alliance offenſive and defenſive concluded between 
Spain and the emperor had laid the foundation of a. 
moſt exorbitant and formidable power—a power levelled 
againſt the deareſt intereſts and privileges of the Engliſh 
nation, which muſt either ſurrender Gibraltar to Spain, 
and acquieſce in the emperor's uſurped exerciſe of com- 
merce, or reſolve vigorouſly to defend their undoubted 
rights. He aſſured them that it was a ſecret article of this 
alliance to place the Pretender upon the throne of Great 
Britain; and that Ruflia was actuated by the ſame views, 
which the had however been prevented from taking 


* To attempt with philoſophical ſeverity to expoſe the ſrivolouſneſs of 
tneſe diſtinctions, were © to reaſon too curiouſly,” 
„ Theſe little things are great to little man.“ 


any 
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any Hope to accompliſh by the recent operations of the 
Britiſh fleet in the Baltic. Two other ſquadrons, he ſaid, 
had been equipped, the advantage - and glory accruing to 
the nation from which ſufficiently ſpoke their praiſe.— 
And he concluded with informing them, that the king 
of Spain had actually ordered his ambaſſador to quit the 
kingdom, leaving a memorial containing a formal de- 
mand for the reſtitution of Gibraltar.” The com- 


mons, in reply to his majeſty's ſpeech, voted a moſt loyal 


and zealous addreſs, expreſſing * their determination to 
ſtand by . and ſupport his majeſty with their lives and 
fortunes againſt all his enemies; and engaging not only 
cheerfully and effectually to raiſe -the ſupplies neceſſary 


for the preſent exigency, but to enable his majeſty to 


make good his engagements with his allies, in order to 
preſerve the balance of power in Europe and undoubted 
rights of the crown of Great Britain.” In vain was it 
_ urged by the patriots in oppoſition, “ that it was ſuffici- 
ent on this occaſion to return thanks to his majeſty for his 
moſt: gracious ſpeech, and appoint a day for taking it 
into conſideration, without precipitately pledging them- 
ſelves to ſupport meaſures the rectitude and wiſdom of 
which they had as yet been furniſhed with-no means to 
aſcertain; that the addreſs implied an approbation of 
meaſures taken to prevent dangers. But could this be 
done with propriety without knowing of what nature 
thoſe meaſures were, or whether the dangers alleged 
were imaginary or real? On this occaſion they ſaid the 
advice of the houſe might be quite as neceſſary as its 
ſupport; that the queſtion of peace and war was the 
moſt momentons which could fall under the cognizance 


of that aſſembly; that it was incumbent upon them not 


raſhly to decide, but maturely to deliberate; and for this 
purpoſe it was neceſſary that thoſe papers which could 
alone elucidate and eſtabliſh the facts ſtated in his ma- 
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188 k. GEORGE I. 
jeſty's ſpeech, ſhould be laid before them.” Sir William 
Wyndham remarked, that of late years our counſels had 
been in a ſtate of perpetual fluctuation ; that, Penelope- 
like, we were continually weaving and unravelling the 
fame web—now raiſing, now depreſſing the power of the 
houſe of Auſtria, and engaging in ſucceſhve quarrels with 
every power of the continent, under the pretence of 
preſerving the balance of Europe.” It was aſked by 
Mr. Hungerford, “ by what fleets the Pretender was to be 
convoyed to England; and whether he propoſed to em. 
bark on the floating iſland of Gulliver—a ſcheme which 
ſeemed not more chimerical than the other circumſtances 
of this romantic tale. He hoped that matters were not 
yet carried to ſuch deſperate lengths, but that means of 


accommodation might be found without engaging the na- 
tion in a war, which could only prove an aggravation of 


misfortunes.” Sir Thomas Hanmer declared, that if the 
dangers which this nation was now ſaid to be threatened 
with, were ſo real and fo imminent as ſome pretended, 
he would be one of the foremoſt in recommending 
fpecdy and vigorous reſolutions, But he acknowledged 


his incredulity; thefe dangers appeared to him mere 


phantoms, diſtant and almoſt indiſcernible. And as to 
the Pretender, though his name might be converted to 


a political uſe by foreign princes, in order to frighten 


and alarm us; his intereſt was never ſo low, nor his party 


fo deſpicable, as at preſent; and all mention of him in 


this day's debate ought to be left entirely out of the 


_ queſtion. He confeſſed himſelf extremely apprehenſive 


that the acquiſition of certain foreign dominions had 
ſown the ſceds which had now produced theſe diviſions 


and diſturbances, which menaced Europe with a general 


war; and that we had involved ourſelves in our preſent 
difficulties by COMPL1ANCES, unaccountable on any poſ- 
ſible ground connected with the national intereſts z or 

1 5 which 


* 
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which could be dictated by any other motive aakinh the ſe- 
curity of thoſe acquiſitions. Theſe reaſonings, however, 
were too weak to have the leaſt influence on the deciſion 
of the houſe; and the addreſs was carried on the diviſion 


by a majority of 251 againſt 81 voices. The demand of 
the king of Spain, mentioned in the ſpeech from the 


throne, and alluded to by Sir Thomas Hanmer, was found- 


ed upon what his Catholic majeſty affected to conſider as 
a poſitive engagement of the king of England himſelf; 
who, in order to facilitate the accompliſhment of the pur- 
poſes which were at that time the object of negotiation at 


the court of : Madrid, hail, in u be wbt bs Mood 


hand to the king of Spain, flattered that monarch with 
the idea of this reſtitution ; which was afterwards, in 
conſequence of the indignation excited by the mere ſug- 


peſtion of this project to the houſe of commons, laid aſide 
25 wholly impracticable; not however without leaving an 


apparent ſtain, or at leaft caſting a certain ſhade, upon 


the honor of the ** Such was the umbrage given by 
| the 


* Of this celebrated letter from the king of England to the king of 
Spain, the following is a tranſlated copy from the French original: 


60 Six, MY BROTHER, 


«© Hav learned with great ſatisſaction from the report of my 
ambaſſador at your court, that your majeſty is at laſt reſolved to remove 
the obſtacles that have for ſome time delayed the entire accompliſh- 


ment of our union, Since, from the confidence which your majeſty ex- 
preſſes towards me, I may look upon the treaties which have been in 
queſtion between us as re-eſtabliſhed, and that accordingly the inſtru- 


ments neceſſary for carrying on the trade of my ſubjects will be deli- 
vered out; I do no longer heſitate to aſſure your majeſty of my readineſs 


to ſatisfy you with regard to your demand touching the reſtoration of 


Gibraltar, promiſing you to make uſe of the firſt favorable opportunity 
to regulate this article with the confent of my parliament. And to give 
your majeſty a farther proof of my affection, I have ordered my am- 
baſſador, as ſoon as the negotiation with which he has been charged 
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190 ꝑK. GEOR GE L 
the king's ſpeech to the court of Vienna, that M. de Palm, 
the Imperial reſident at London, was ordered by the 
emperor to preſent a remonſtrance to the Britiſh court, 
framed in terms unuſually bold and pointed, charging the 
king with „ calumnious miſrepreſentations, and with 
hazarding aſſertions void of all foundation. He affirmed 
that there was no enſive alliance ſubſiſting between the 
Imperial and Spaniſh crowns z that the article relating 
to the Pretender was an ABSOLUTE NULLITY; and that 
the reſtitution of Gibraltar, however juſt the claim of 
the king of Spain, was foreign to the purpoſe of the 
treaty.” The two houſes expreſſed, in a formal addreſs 
to the throne, their indignation at the inſolence of this 
memorial, which they ſtyle an extravagant inſult upon 
his majeſty, and a preſumptuous and vain attempt to 
inſtil into the minds of his faithful ſubjects a diſtruſt of 
his royal word.“ As no poſitive evidence has however 
yet been adduced to confirm the aſſertions of the king of 
England, it is probable that the intelligence received re- 
ſpecting this political myſtery did not merit that implicit 
credit which, prediſpoſed by the credulity of habitual ap- 
prehenſion and ſuſpicion, the court of London appears 
to have given to it—although lord Townſhend heſitated 
* 
ſhall be finiſhed, to propoſe to your majeſty new engagements fo be en- 
tered into in concert and jointly with France, ſuitable to the preſent con- 
juncture, not only for ſtrengthening our union, but alſo for ſecuring 
the tranquility of Europe. Your majeſty may be perſuaded that I on 
my part will ſhew all facility imaginable, promiſing myſelf that you 


wl dv the fame for the mutual benefir vi our kingdoms—being moſt. 
perfectly, 
« Sir, my brother, 
ERS * Your majeſty's good brother, 
Jane 1, 1727T. GEORGE, X. 


yo the ting of Spain, Monſieur my brother," 


But 
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not to Ache in the houſe of hs; « that if the ſafety 


of the ſtate permitted to lay the advices in poſſeſſion of 


government before the houſe, their lordſhips would no 
more queſtion the certainty of ſuch an article than if they 
had been preſent at the ſigning of it.” On the other 
hand, count Palm in his memorial declares, „ that his 
Imperial majeſty was ſtruck with the utmoſt aſtoniſh- 
ment that the king of Great Britain could ſuffer himſelf 
to be prevailed upon to declare from the royal throne to 
that moſt renowned nation, as certain and undoubted facts, 
things abſolutely void of all foundation.—And the am- 
baſſador declares that his Imperial majeſty has expreſsly 
authoriſed and commanded him moſt ſolemnly to affirm in 
his name, and upon his Imperial word, that there exiſts 
no ſecret article or convention whatſoever which contains 


or can tend to prove the leaſt tittle of what has been 
alleged.” And in another part of this famous memorial 


But this, though the chief, was not the ſole ground upon which the 
king of Spain reſted his claim of reſtitution. Towards the concluſion 
of lord Stair's embaſſy at Paris, lord Stanhope went over to France 
charged with a ſecret commiſſion. And the cardinal Dubois, ater his 
departure, informed the ambaſſador, * that lord Stanhope had given a 
verbal promiſe to the regent, or at leaſt what the regent underſtood as 
ſuch, for the reſtoration of Gibraltar—that the regent thus authoriſed, had 
politively and formally aſſured the king of Spain that Gibraltar ſhould 
be reſtored; and that the honor of his highneſs as well as that of the 
king was now engaged for its accompliſhment, and that a failure in 
this point might be attended with difaſtrous conſequences.“ That lord 
Stanhope ſhould be impowered to offer an abſolute ceſſion of Gbraltar is, 
however, not credible; as the king of England himſelf acknowledges in 
his letter to the king of Spain the conſent of parliament to be neceſſary ; 
and the prejudices of the kingdom with regard to Gibraltar were far too 
great and obvious to admit the ſuppoſition that this conſent could be at 
any time believed eaſily attainable, It is probable, therefore, that the 
offer was made by the Engliſh court chiefly to amuſe, though the king 
and his miniſters were certainly not averſe to the ſurrender of this invi- 
dious conqueſt. . ide Hardwicte fate Papers. 


; be 


. 


2 92 K. GEORGE I. 

he proteſts ee that there exiſts not even a pretence to ſay 
that this treaty can be grievous or hurtful to a nation for 
which his Imperial majeſty has the greateſt affeftion and 
eſteem, and whoſe glorious exploits and important ſuc- 
cors no time will efface out of his memory.” The em- 
peror was believed to be envious of the power and 
grandeur of the Houſe of Lunenburg ſince its acceſſion 
to the throne of Great Britain, to a degree which the 


_ zealous and uniform attachment of the princes of that 


houſe to the intereſts of the Imperial family could never 
foften. But that he ſhould ſerioufly liſten to any propoſals 
from the court of Madrid in favor of the houſe of Stuart, 
from whoſe gratitude he had little to expect, and from 
whoſe deeply-rooted animoſity and revenge he might 
eventually have every thing to fear, carries with it the 
face of great improbability. Highly reſenting neverthe- 
leſs the conduct of the king of England, and conſidering 
himſelf as abandoned by the treaty of Hanover, he had 
in the courſe of the preceding year (April 1926) acced- 
ed to the ſecret article of the treaty of Stockholm; from 
which æra the exorbitant power of the houſe of Auſtria, 
and the danger to which the balance of power and the li- 
berties of Europe were conſequently expoſed, had become 
the faſhionable theme of declamation in the court and 
parliament of Great Britain. 

With the memorial alſo was tranſmitted from Vienna 
a letter from the chancellor count Zinzendorf to count 
Palm, expreſsly commanding him, in the name of his 
imperial majeſty, after preſenting the memorial to the 
king of Great Britain, to publiſh it, together with the 
letter annexed, for the information of the Britiſh nation. 
The chancellor Zinzendorf affirms in this letter, “ that 
it is eaſy to ſee that the ſpeech was made for no other pur- 
poſe but to excite the nation to a rupture and open war 
with the emperor and 929 in; and to make the parliament 


approve 
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approve the precipitate and burthenſome meaſures which 


the government has taken for private ends too avell, known.— 
That on the firſt report of theſe falfe ſuppoſitions, the 


emperor and the king of Spain, in order to filence them, 
propoſed a formal act de non offendendo, into which all the 


contracting parties of the treaties of Vienna and 


Hanover might enter, till ſuch time as a definitive agree- 


ment might have taken place; but that this propoſition * 


was rejected. He fays, that the articles of the quadru- 


ple alliance are expreſsly and publicly laid down as the 
_ unalterable baſis of the treaty of Vienna, and that to 


affirm that by a ſecret pact concluded at the ſame time, 
engagements have been entered into by their Imperial and 


Catholic majeſties, repugnant to the ſame, is an out- 
rageous inſult to the majeſty of the two contracting pow- 


ers, who have a right to demand a reparation proportioned 


to the enormity of the affront. And that the high con- 
tracting parties had no other view than that of making 


peace between themſeltes, without injuring any one elſe.” 


The allegations contained in this letter and memorial ſeem | 
but too well founded ; but the intemperate language of 


theſe papers gave high and juſt offence; and Mr. Ship- 
pen, Mr. Hungerford, Sir William Wyndham, and all 
the leaders of oppoſition in parliament, warmly concurred 
in the addreſs preſented to the throne on this occaſion ; 


and which paſſed the houſe without a diſſentient vote. 


And an order was ſent to M. de Palm, ſignifying „e that 
the ſaid Palm having delivered into the hands of his ma- 
jeſty, at his late audience, a memorial highly injurious to 
the honor and dignity of his crown, and having alſo 
publicly diſperſed the ſame with a letter from the count 
de Zinzendorf to him the ſaid Palm, ſtill more inſolent 
than the memorial, his majeſty looked upon him no 


longer as a public miniſter, and required him forthwith 
to depart out of this kingdom.” Vigorous preparations | 


Vor. I. 
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were now made on both ſides for war; and before the 
end of the ſeſſion, the king informed the parliament that 
the fortreſs of Gibraltar was actually beſieged. The 
forces of Great Britain were augmented by ſea and land. 
Thirty thouſand Swedes, Danes, and Heſſians, were 
taken into Britiſh pay. And amongſt other more uſual 
ways and means of providing the ſupplies called for on 
* this occaſion, the king was empowered, by a clauſe of 
i appropriation in one of the revenue bills of the year, 
„ to apply ſuch ſums as ſhould be neceſſary for making 
good the expences and engagements which had been or 
{ſhould be made before the 25th of September next, for 
the purpoſes of eſtabliſhing the ſecurity of commerce 
and reſtoring the tranquillity of Europe.” And it was in 
vain urged, « that this mode of aſking and granting 
ſupplies was in the higheſt degree unparliamentary—that 
ſuch an unlimited power ought never to be given under a 
free government—that ſuch confidence in the crown 
might be attended, through the influence of evil miniſters, 
with the moſt dangerous conſequences—that no proviſion -. 
was made for the reſponſibility of thoſe entruſted with 
the diſpoſal of this money—that the conſtitution could no 
otherwiſe be preſerved, than by a ſtrict adherence to the 
eſſential parliamentary forms of granting ſupplies upon 
eſtimates, and of appropriating thoſe ſupplies to fer- 
vices and occaſions publicly avowed, and judged neceſ- 
ſary—and that ſuch an unwarrantable delegation of autho- 
rity transfers that diſcretion to the crown which can with 
ſafety be veſted in the legiſlature ane.“ The ſum of 
370,c00l. iſſued in exchequer bills, was alſo charged on 
the ſurplus produce of certain duties appertaining to the 
ſinking ſund, towards the expences of the war, notwith- 
ſtanding the vigorous oppoſition of Sir Joſeph Jekyl and 
Mr. Pultency, who demonſtrated how eſſentially the ef- 
ficacy of the fund would, by ſuch a practice, be im- 
paired. The latter of theſe gentlemen, in particular, af- 
1 + femed 
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FRET? c That by charging new loans upon old and ap- 


propriated ſurpluſſes, the public were groſsly deceived; 
that by theſe expedients to put off the evil day, taxes 
would be perpetuated; and that notwithſtanding the great 
merit aſſumed by the inventors of this boaſted ſcheme of 
redemption, the national debt had really increaſed ſince 


ble ſetting up of that pompous project.” This inſidious 
alienation of a fund hitherto regarded as facred was the 


more remarkable, as the houſe of commons, in reply to 


the ſpeech from the throne, expreſsly recommending to 


their attention the ſtate of the ſinking fund, had faid— 
« And that all who with well to the peace and quiet of 
your majeſty's government, may have the ſatisfaction to 
ſee that our preſent neceſſities ſhall make no interruption 
in the progreſs of that deſirable work, of gradually re- 
ducing the national debt; we will conſider of the moſt 
proper method for immediately applying the produce 
of the ſinking fund to the uſes for which it was ſo 
wiſely contrived, and to which it ſtands now appro- 
priated-? The court having now carried all its mea- 
lure by great and decifive. majorities, the parliament was 
prorogued May 15, 1727- 

Sir John Norris at this time ſailing with a onal 
fleet to the Baltic was joined by a Danith ſquadron.— 
But the Czarina dying at this critical juncture, and the 
politics of the court of Peterſburg ſuſtaining another un- 
expected change, the armament*became happily uſeleſs. 
Meantime, through the active and ſeaſonable intervention 
of the court of Verſailles - reluctant to carry matters to 
farther extremity againſt the emperor, while ſupported 
by Spain, whoſe friendſhip ſhe was ſolicitous to recover 
—preliminary articles of accommodation were ſigned, 
May 1727, by the miniſters of all the belligerent pow- 
ers; who, though much exaſperated againſt each other, 
were actuated by no motives of ſufficient weight to in- 


duce taem to involve anew all Europe in the horrors of a 
O 2 | general | 
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196 K. GEORGE I. 
genera] war. Theſe articles imported, that hoſtilities 
ſhould immediately ceaſe ; that the charter of the Oſtend 
company ſhould be ſuſpended for ſeven years; and that a 
congreis ſhould be opined in four months, at Aix-la 
Chapelle, afterwards transferred to — to ſettle the 
terms of a final pacification &. 

The king of England ſeemed at length to kind ſurmount- 
ed all his political difficulties; and if we cannot always 
applaud the juſtice or the wiſdom of his counſels, it 
muſt at leaſt be acknowledged, that they were enforced 
with an extraordinary degree of vigor and ſucceſs. A 
fair proſpect of peace and tranquillity now feemed to 
open; and the king embraced with his uſual eagerneſs 
this favorable opportunity of reviſiting his clectoral do- 
minions, to which he ever retained a fond and partial at- 
tachment, and by which he was in a degree not inferior 
revered and beloved. Embarking at Greenwich, June 
2, 172); he landed in Holland on the 9th, and immedi- 
ately ſet out on his journey to Hanover. On the road 
between Delden and Oſnaburg he was ſeized with a 
kind of lethargic paralyſis; and feeling himſelf attacked 
by the ſtroke of death, he ſaid to the nobleman who ac- 
companied him in the carriage, 4 C'eſt fait de moi.” He 
appeared, however, extremely anxious to reach the capital 
of his dominions ; but on his arrival at che palace of his 
brother, the biſhop of Oſnaburg, it was found impol- 
ſible to proceed; and on Sunday the 11th of June 1727, 
ke expired, in the 68th year of his age, and 13th of 


go ſeriouſly nevertheleſs did France enter into the views of England, 
or rather Hanover, at this criſis, for the abaſement of the houſe of 
Auſtria, that ſhe had actually engaged for the payment of an annual 
ſubfidy to Denmark of 3<0,005 rix-dollars, for four years; and like- 
wiſe of 50,c00 ducats monthly to Sweden, to commence from the 
prriod of her accciuon to the treaty of Hanover, | 


his 
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his reign=-leaving iflue by his conſort Sophia Dorothea, 
heireſs of the houſe of Zell, George, ſucceſſor to the 
crown, anda daughter, married previous to the acceſſion 


of the Brunſwic family to the royal dignity, to Frederic 


William, king of Pruſſia. 
If this prince was not diſtinguiſhed for ſhining talents 


or heroic virtues, much leſs can we diſcern, on a general 


review of his character, any remarkable deficiency of 
underſtanding or propenſity to vice. Acceding to the 


crown of Great Britain when far advanced in life, he 


ſeemed ever to conſider himſ-If rather as elector than as 


king: and the influence and power of Great Britain 


were of little eſtimation in his eyes, when directed to any 
other end than the aggrandizement of his native country. 
With reſp:& to the internal government of his king- 
doms, the rectitude and benevol-nce of his intentions 


were always apparent : but he was, from the nature of his 


fituation, compelled to throw himſelf into the hands of a 
party; and from the eaſineſs of his diſpoſition he was too 
often perſuaded to acquieſce in meaſures which a more 
perfect acquaintance with the real ſtate of facts and 
opinions would have ſhewn to be as contrary to his in- 


tereſts, as there is reaſon to believe they -2quently were 
to his inclination. In the view of Europe at large, he 


ſuſtained the character of a prudent, an able, and a for- 
tunate prince. And if, in contemplating the hiſtory of 
this reign, we have juſt cauſe to lament the weakneſſes 
and defects of the external ſyſtem of policy by which its 
counſels were influenced ; we have ample reaſon, on the 
other hand, to expreſs our ardent wiſhes, that the noble 
ſpeculative principles of government, and of liberty civil 
and religious, which this mcnarch was not only ready 
but anxious on all occaſions to avow, and by which the 


general tenor of his conduct was * may never 
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ceaſe to be the diſtinguiſhing and favorite charaCteril- . 


tics of the royal and electoral houſe of Bxunswic. 
With reſpect to the general ſtate of literature and 


the arts during this reign, it may ſuffice to obſerve, 


that notwithſtanding the total neglect of the court, and 


the violence of party rage, deſcriptive of this as well 


as of the former reign, they continued to flouriſh in a 
very high degree; and we view with ſurpriſe, amidſt 
fcenes of contention and turbulence, a conſtellation of 
geniuſes ſhedding a peculiar luſtre over this period of 


Britiſh hiſtory. Scarcely had Locke, TEMPLE, and 


DRYDEN, the departing luminaries of the former age, 
funk below the weſtern ſky ; when ADD1$SON, SWIFT, 
PorE, SHAFTESBURY and BOLINGBROKE aroſe in the 
eaſt. The writings of Addiſon, in particular, merit a 
moſt diſtinguiſhed and honorable mention. Amidſt the 


din of hoſtile and malignant factions, they exhibit an 


almoſt cloudleſs picture of urbanity, candor, good ſenſe, 
and beneficence. The advantage which the community 
has reaped from the wide and almoſt boundleſs dif- 
fuſion of them, no power of calculation can aſcertain. 
And excluſive of their moral and political merit, his 
exquiſite delincations of life and manners will charm 
as long as our nation and language exiſt. In poetry, 
Pope roſe far ſuperior to all his contemporaries ; and 
if inferior to any in that mode of verſification which. he 
choſe to adopt, he is inferior to Dryden alone. In the 


province of architecture, Gibbs and Kent, with unequal | 
ſteps and at almoſt viewleſs diſtance, followed the ce- 
lebrated Sir Chriſtopher Wren; of whom the magni- 
ficent plan for rebuilding the city of London in 1666 
Han effort of genius which can never be contemplated | 


without admiration and indignant regret—would have 


alone ſufficed to perpetuate the memory. And at this 


period 
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period the Engliſh ſchool of painting could produce, a 
Thornhill excepted, no greater artiſt than Jervas, whoſe 
name is indeed immortalized—not by the « warmth 
divine“ of his own performances, but of „ the verſe 
eternal which embalms the dead.“ During the courſe 
of this reign, Sir IsaAc NR TON terminated his long 
career of life; but his career of fame and glory will be 
coeval only with that of the world itſelf, whoſe laws he 
has developed and explained, with an energy and ſaga- 
city wholly ſtupendous, and 3 perhaps, the 
limits of ſupernatural intelligence. 


ron n. 


Ox the arrival of an expreſs from Oſnaburg with the 
intelligence of the death of the king, the new monarch, 
aſſembling the privy council, commanded the members 
to be ſworn anew; and declared to them his firm pur- 
poſe to preſerve inviolate the conſtitution in church and 
ſtate, and to cultivate thoſe alliances which his father had 
made with foreign princes. All the great officers of 
ſtate were continued in their places; and it was at once 
apparent that the political ſyſtem eſtabliſhed by the late 
king would ſuffer no eſſential alteration. The prime mi- 
niſter, Sir Robert Walpole, ſeemed even to poſſeſs an 
higher and more excluſive ſhare of favor and confidence 
than before. Lord Townſhend, ſecretary of ſtate for 
foreign affairs, a nobleman not deſtitute of knowledge 
or talents—open, generous, and ſincere—was alone able 


for a time to preſerve ſome degree of independent poli- 


tical conſequence : but finding the competition too un- 
equal, and his power and influence rapidly on the wane, 
; = he 
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he retired—a ſtateſman cured of ambitior—to cultivate 
his paternal acres *. The duke of Newcaſtie, his col- 


league, was a man illuſtrious by his birth, affable and 


popular in his addreſs, liberal in his ſentiments, and 
magnificent in his expences. But his capacity was very 
inadequate to his elevated ſtation. With intentions diſ- 
intereſted and upright, his zeal and attachment to the 
houſe of Hanover too frequently prompted him to in- 


conſiderate compliances. And to oppoſe the meaſures 


of the court, however contrary to the intereſts of the 
nation, argued in his eftimation criminal diſaffection to 
the king's perſon and government. Mr. Petham, ſecre- 
tary at war, and brother to the duke, was eſteemed for 
his probity, reſpected for his talents, and beloved for his 


candor. The earl of Cheſterfield, ambaſſador at the 
Hague, and ſoon afterwards appointed lord Steward, 
who ſeemed ambitious to form himſelf upon the model 
of lord Bolingbroke, though he roſe not to an equality 


with that great and unrivailed original, was at once a 
man of wit, of pleaſure, and of buſineſs. The high 
poliſh of his manners, approaching perhaps the verge 
of frivolity, indicated rather the accompliſhed courtier 


than the commanding ſtateſman ; and left an impreſſion 
ſomewhat unfavorable to the ſolidity of, his judgment, 


though 


A cotemporary poct of no ignoble ſame has celcbrated the praiſes 
of this reſpectable nobleman in the following elegant lines: 


60 —TowNSHEND, whom all the world admires, 
From all the world illuſtriouſly retires; 
And calmly. wand'ring in his Raynham roves, 


By lake, or ſpring, by thicke:, lawn, or groves; 
Where verdant hills, or vales, where fountains ſtray, 
Charming each thought of idle pomp away; 
Unenvicd views the ſplendid toils of ſtate, 

7:1 private happy, as in public great.” 
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though his political opinions appear to have been uni- 
formly clear and juſt. As a ſpeaker, his elocution was 
elegant, and his ſtyle flowing and chaſte; and his capa- 
city, naturally excellent, was improved by diligent lite- 
rary cultivation #, John duke of Argyle was diſtin- 
guiſhed beyond all his cotemporaries, by an uncommon 
union of civil and military talents. He had ſignalized 
himſelf in the wars of Flanders under the late duke of 
Marlborough, whilſt yet in early youth, by a ſagacity of 
conduct ſurpaſſing his years, and by a ſpirit of gallantry 
which roſe to heroiſm. As commander in chief of the 
forces in North Britain, he was eminently inſtrumental - 
in quelling the rebellion of 1715. And the firm and 
hereditary attachment of his family to the principles of 
liberty and whiggiſm rendered the name of Argyle dear 
to the majority of the people of Scotland, where his in- 
fluence and popularity were boundleſs. His ſpeeches in 
_ parliament were characterized by a vehemence and ener- 


gy, which rendered him, as a political adverſary, very 
— - formidable. 


The character of this nobleman—*® Stanhope in wiſdom as in wit 
divine””—has been thought greatly to reſemble that of his maternal 
grandfather, the celebrated marquis of Halifax, Amongſt the * ſtate 
maxims*” of the latter, is an obſervation, which alone might ſerve as 
a proof that he has not been applauded without reaſon for his ſagacity : 
« The prince is to take care that the greater part of the people may 
not be angry at the ſame time—for though the firſt beginning of their 
ill-humour ſhould be againſt one another, it will naturally end in anger 
agzinſt him,” And of his wit we have the following excellent ſpeci- 
men: Aſter the Revolution, in which the marquis had borne a diſtin- 
guiſhed part, many abſurd applications were made to him from perſons 
pretending great ſervices, for his recommendation to poſts and places 
under the government, which they were for the moſt part utterly un- 
qualified to fill Being at laſt wearied with their importunities, he 
faid “ that he had frequently been told that the Roman republic had 
been ſaved by geeſe, but he never heard that thoſe geeſe were made 
conſuls.” 
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formidable. He was not wanting in a very exalted idea 
of the importance of his ſervices and the luſtre of his 


talents, The high and lucrative offices which he held 
under the crown he ſcemed to regard rather as what it 


were injuſtice to with-hold, than favor to confer. He 


was imperious, paſſionate, and capricious, but honeſt, 
undiſguiſed, and magnanimous—troubleſome as a friend, 


but dangerous as an enemy. Lord Carteret was how- 


ever, unqueſtionably, the only man connected with this 
adminiſtration, of whoſe abilities the Premier could en- 
tertain any reaſonable jealouſy or apprehenſion. Digni- 
fied and even ſtately in his deportment, the habitual ſu- 
periority he appeared to aſſume was ſuſtained by an ex- 
traordinary energy of genius and extent of knowledge. 
Deeply verſed in the labyrinths of foreign politics, he at 
once diſcerned and deſpiſed all the littleneſſes of that 


ſyſtem by which the Engliſh court had been governed, 


from the period of her connection with Hanover. Aſ- 


piring in his views, reſolute in his temper, and diverted 


by no inferior or collateral object from the purſuits of 
his ambition, he ſeemed by the potency of his alliance 
to menace the miniſter whom he deigned to honor with 
his ſupport. | 

The entire produce of the civil liſt revenues, eſtimated 
at 800,000l. was, on the motion of Sir Robert Wal- 


pole, ſettled on the king for life, inſtead of the clear 
annual revenue of Joo, oool. granted to the late mo- 


narch—not, however, without ſome debate and oppoſi- 
tion, The incorrupt and inflexible Shippen obſerved, 


„That the ſum of 700,0001. was, at the acceſſion of 
his late majeſty, conſidered by all as an ample royal re- 
venue; and it was to be hoped that in this reign many 


perſonzl expences, particularly thoſe incurred in the fre- 
quent journeys to Hanover, would ceaſe. He afhrmed, 
that the civil liſt revenue in the reign of the late queen 


did 
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did not in general exceed the ſum of $50,0001. and 
that the partiament was called upon only once in a reign 
of thirteen years to pay the debts contracted in her civil 
government; and theſe were occaſioned by the unparal- 
teled inſtances of her piety and generofity—eſpecially by 
her devoting 100,000l. per annum to the public ſervice 
during the war. But in the late reign 500,000. had 
been twice voted for the diſcharge of the civil liſt debts; 
and laſt ſeſſion, he ſaid, a ſum of 125,000l. was granted 
for purpoſes not yet explained: notwithſtanding which 
there was yet a debt of 600,000l. unaccounted for; and 
therefore he ſuppoſed contracted in a manner not fit to 
be owned, or ſwallowed up in the bottomleſs gulph of 
ſecret ſervice. This amazing extravagance, he ſaid, had 
happened under the conduct of perſons pretending to 
ſurpaſs all their predeceſſors in the knowledge and care 
of the public revenue. But, inſtead of granting any 
addition to the civil liſt, he ſhould move that the duties 
appropriated to this purpoſe ſhould be continued to his 
majeſty, ſo as to make up the clear yearly ſum of 
700,000l.” The amendment, however, was rejected by | 
a great majority; and in lieu of it, a reſolution found- 
ed upon a royal meſſage delivered to the houſe by Sir 
Paul Methuen, for ſettling the ſum of 100,000. per 
ann. as a jointure upon the queen, paſſed without diffi- 
culty. 5 | I 5 
; þ The parliament being diſſolved in Auguſt, a new par- 
liament was convened in January 1728, of which Arthur 
Onflow, Eſq. was choſen ſpeaker, and which ſeemed to 
vie, in all expreflions of duty and loyalty, with the 
moſt loyal of its predeceſſors. The king aſſured them, 
in his ſpeech from the throne, of the abſolute neceſſity 
of continuing thoſe preparations which had hitherto /e- 
cured the nation, the execution of the preliminaries, ac- 
| tually 
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tualiy ſigned, having been retarded by unexpected diffi- 
culties, raiſed chiefly by the obſtinate oppoſition of the 
court of Madrid, although the ratifications had been 
actually exchanged with the emperor. The ſum of 


280, oool. was therefore voted for the maintenance of 


the Heſſian and Swediſh auxiliaries, and a ſubſidy of 
| 100,000l. payable in four years to the duke of Wolfen- 
buttle; who, in return, took upon him to guarantee, 
by a formal treaty, to his Britannic majeſty the poſſeſ- 
fion of his three kingdoms, and to kzep in readineſs for 


his ſervice a corps of 5000 men during the ſame term. 


This notable alliance occaſioned, however, ſome ſevere 
animadverſions; and Sir Joſeph Jekyl, maſter of the 


Rolls, a firm and zealcus Whigs, but one who carried 


not his complaiſance to the court ſo far as to abandon 
on any occaſion what he conceived to be the true intereſt 
of his country, in reply to Sir Robert Walpole, who 
had launched out into the higheſt praiſes of the treaty 
of Hanover, affirmed, „That whatever gloſs might be 
put upon ſuch meaſures, they were repugnant to the 
maxims by which England in former times had ſteered, 
and ſquared its conduct with relation to its intereſts 
abroad—that the navy was the natural ſtrength of Great 
Britain, its beſt defence and ſecurity ; but if, in order 
to avoid a war, they ſhould be ſo free-hearted as to buy 


and maintain the forces of foreign princes, they were 


8 92 


The 


never like to ſee an end of ſuch extravagant expence 


* It may deſerve mention, that the lord chancellor King was ſo 
ſtruck with the inexpreſſible abſurdity of this proviſional treaty with the 
duke of Wolfenbuttle, thai he abſolutely refuſed to affix the great ſeal 
to it, till ratified by parliament, and the money actually voted. 
What,“ ſays an able political writer of the laſt reign, © our hiſtories 
may hereafter ſay of this tranſaction I know not; but the perſons then 


a! the head of the oppoſition tool abe liberty to declare upon that occa- 


ſion, 
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The houſe was even prevailed upon, during the ſuſpen- 
ſion of its good humour, to addreſs the king for a parti- 
cular and diſtin account of the ſum of 250,000): 
charged in the general ſtatement of national expenditure 
to have been iſſued “ for preſerving and reſtoring the 


peace of Europe.” His majeſty, nevertheleſs, declined 


to comply with their requeſt ; but informed them in ge- 
neral terms, that part of the money had been diſburſed 
by his late majeſty, conformably to the powers veſted in 
him by parliament z and the remainder by himſelf, for 
carrying on neceſſary and important ſervices, which re- 


quired the preateſt ſecrecy. And he hoped that the 


houſe would repoſe the ſame confidence in him, and be 
aſſured that the money had been neceſſarily expended, 
agreeably to the ends for which it was granted. This 
anſwer, the houſe, upon calmer conſideration, thought 
fit to approve; Sir Robert Walpole affirming it to be 
c impoſſible that public ſervices ſhould be carried on, 
conſidering the great complication of intereſts on the 
Continent, if every ſhilling that was expended for the 
advancement of the common cauſe, and for maintaining 
the balance of Europe, was known to all the world :” 
though Mr. Pulteney, now in open oppoſition to the 


court, inveighed againſt this vague and looſe mode of ac- 


counting for the expenditure of the public money, as 


tending to render parliaments altogether inſignificant z to 


encourage and invite the moſt ſhameful embezzlements ; 
and to ſcreen corrupt and rapacious miniſters from even 


fon, © that we paid for a great many forces to be in readineſs on account 
of the Hanover treaty; and laſt of all the cop WILL of his highneſs 
the duke of Wolenbuttle was obtained, who engaged to guarantee 
ALL his majeſty's dominions with a body of 5000 men, not to be moved 
out of Holland or Germany, at ſo ſmall an expence as 25,0001, per 
ann. for four ycars.''—Caſe of the Hanover forces, | 
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the poſſibility of detection and puniſhment, No impreſ- 


ſion, however, was made by theſe reaſonings, as too 
plainly appeared by the diſcretionary vote of credit, paſ- 
ſed at the requiſition of the court, by 237 voices _ 
101, previous to the cloſe of the ſeſſion. 

In the courſe of the preſent year arrived in England 
Frederic prince of Wales, who had hitherto reſided at 
Hanover, as if it were determined to perpetuate the Ha- 
noverian-ſyſtem, by ſuffering no interruption of the ori- 


ginal aſſociations and attachments of the reigning family. 
about this time died Erneſt Auguſtus, biſhop of Oſna- 


burg, only brother of the late king, and created by him 
duke of York, but never reſident in England. He was 


ſucceeded in the biſhopric by the elector of Cologne, 


agreeably to the paZum by which Oſnaburg is alternately 
poſſeſſed by a prince of the houſe of Bruntwic and that 


elector. | 
The congreſs at Soiſſons duds little progreſs in the bu- 


ſineſs of pacification. France and Spain were now per- 
fectly reconciled; and the court of Madrid, confiding 


in the ſtrength of her ally, though her ſhort-lived 


friendſhip with the emperor was now at an end, became 


leſs folicitous for an accommodation with England, 


Loud and general exclamations were raiſed, and petitions 


preſented from the great mercantile towns to the houſe 
of commons, at the meeting of parliament early in the 


year 1729, complaining of the loſſes and obſtructions 
they had ſuſtained in their commerce, through the de- 
predations of the Spaniards in the Weſt Indies. The 


houſe, in a grand committee, after an ample inveſtiga- 


tion of the ſubject, paſſed a reſolution, juſtificatory 
of the inſtructions given to admiral Hoſier to ſeize the 


flota and galleons; and another, declaring that the Spa- 


niards had violated the treaties ſubſiſting between the 
two crowns. And an addreſs was preſented to the king, 
| | ; | deſiring 
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« defiring that his majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed to 
uſe his utmoſt endeavors to procure juſt and reaſonable ſa- 
tisfaction for theſe injuries, and for ſecuring to his ma- 
jefty's ſubjects the free exerciſe of commerce and navi- 
gation to and from the Britiſh colonies in America ;” 
which his majeſty aſſured them he would not fail to do. 
The houſe of peers alfo refolving itſelf into a committee 
on the ſtate of the nation, and the letter of the late 
king to the king of Spain, touching the reſtitution of Gi. 
braltar, among other ſtate- papers, being laid before them, 
a refolution was moved, „ That for the honor of his 
majeſty, and the preſervation and fecurity of the trade 
and commerce of the kingdom, effeCtual care ſhould be 
taken, in the preſent treaty, that the king of Spain 
ſhould renounce, in explicit terms, all claim and preten- 
fion to Minorca and Gibraltar.” After a violent debate 
the motion was negatived, but not without a ſtrong pro- 
teſt; and a ſecond motion, „ That the houſe did entire- 
ly rely vpen his majefty, that he would, for maintain- 
ing the honor and ſecuring the trade of this kingdom, 
take effectual care in the preſent treaty to preſerve his 
undoubted right to Gibraltar and Minorca,” paſſed in 
the alfirmative. It is ſingular, that an addreſs was again 
preſented to the throne by the commons, deſiring to be 
taformed in what manner a large ſum, ſtated to have 
been expended for reſtoring the peace of Europe, was 
diſpoſed of; to which an anſwer, ſimilar to that return- 
ed to the former addreſs, was given, in which the- 
houſe had again the complaiſance to acquieſce. Previous 
to the receſs, the king declared his intention of vifiting 
his German dominions, leaving the queen ſole regent, 
under whoſe mild and equitable adminiſtration no cauſe 
of diſcontent or difaffection aroſe. But Ireland had 
been for ſome time paſt convulſed with folly and fac- 


tion, in conſequence of a patent granted to one Wood, 
| | 2 
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by the late king, for coining a certain quantity of copper 


for the uſe of that kingdom, and which was confeſſedly 
much wanted for the purpoſes of commercial inter- 
courſe. The coinage being found of a baſe and inferior 


quality, the famous Swift, Dean of St. Patrick's, ſeized 


with eagerneſs the opportunity of venting his ſpleen 


and rancor againſt the government, by publiſhing a ſe- 


ries of tracts, in which he attempted to prove, that the 


ruin of the kingdom muſt be the inevitable conſequence 
of this abuſe. Lord Carteret, being now appointed to 
the government of Ireland, was compelled to iflue, in 
his official capacity, a proclamation offering a reward for 
the diſcovery of the author of theſe ſeditious and libel- 
lous publications. Notwithſtanding which, this haughty 
and factious prieſt ventured to appear at all places of 
public reſort as uſual, and had even, in the preſence- 


chamber of the caſtle of Dublin, the boldneſs to expoſ- 


tulate with the lord lieutenant upon the pretended ty- 
ranny and iniquity of this proclamation, and preſumed 
to aſk, “ how it was poffible that his excellency could 
ſuffer it to be iſſued ?” To which lord Carteret, indulging 
the ſympathies of friendſhip and genius, with equal ele- 
gance and magnanimity replied, Res dura, et regni novi- 


tar, me talia cogunt mcliri, Under the adminiſtration of 


this nobleman peace and order were reſtored and eſta- 
bliſhed, various excellent laws were enacted for the encou- 
ragement of manufactures, commerce, and agriculture, 


and many ſalutary regulations adopted in the civil de- 


partments of government. The beneficial effects of a 
liberal and enlightened policy were univerſally felt ; and 
the parliament of that kingdom, in their unanimous ap- 
proval of the meaſures of their preſent Governor, paid 
that homage to wiſdom which it had frequently been 
:nown to refuſe to power. 
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The congreſs of Soiſſons proving finally abortive, con- 
ferences were opened at Seville betwcen the miniſters of 
. France, Spain, and England, to the excluſion of the 
emperor, who conceived much reſentment at this affront; 
and a treaty was figned in the month of May 1729, of 
which his imperial majeſty openly and heavily complained 
to the Diet aſſembled at Ratiſbon, as contrary to the ex- 
preſs ſtipulations of the quadruple alliance. In the courſe of 
this year Victor Amadeus, king of Sardinia, reſigned his 
crown to his ſon Charles Emanuel, and retiring to the 
caſtle of Chamberri, eſpouſed the counteſs of St. Sebaſ- 
tian, who refuſed with diſdain the title, as ſhe could not 
participate in the power, of royalty. In October (1729) 
died Peter II. Czar of Muſcovy, and grandſon of Peter 
the Great, by the unfortunate Alexiowitz. He was ſuc- 
ceeded on the throne of Ruſſia by the princeſs Anne 
Iwanowna, ducheſs of Courland, ſecond daughter of the 
Czar Iwan, elder brother to Peter the Great. Early in 
the following year died Pope Benedict XIII. and was 
ſucceeded by cardinal Corſini, already near 80 years of 
age, who nevertheleſs filled the Papal chair ten years 
under the name of Clement XII. | 

At this eventful period alſo a ſudden and ſurpriſ- 
ing revolution, if under ſo deſpotic a government any 
revolution can ſurpriſe, took place at Conſtantinople, 
by the depoſition of the grand ſeignor Achmet III. 
and the elevation of his nephew Mahmaut or Ma- 
homet V. From the æra of the memorable victo- 
ry obtained by the illuſtrious Sobieſki under the walls 
of Vienna, the Ottoman power had ſuffered a great 
and rapid decline; and Mahomet IV. who had ſuc- 
ceeded when an infant to the throne, on the depo- 
ſition of his father the ſultan Ibrahim (A. D. 1648), was 
himſelf in conſequence of the general rage excited by the 
misfortunes of that diſaſtrous war, compelled to ſubmit 
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to the ſame fate. During the ſhort and feeble reigns of 
his brothers Solyman II. and Achmet II. the triumphs 
of the Imperialiſts continued. The reign of the ſuc- 


ceeding emperor Muſtapha II. ſon of Mahomet IV. was 
diſtinguiſhed by the famous battle of Zenta won by prince 


Eugene, and the conſequent treaty of Carlowitz. After 
a reign of ſeven years, the ſultan Muſtapha was, by 


another revolution, hurled from his throne, and his 


brother Achmet III. raiſed to the ſame high and dan- 
gerous pre- eminence. This prince is well known by his 
hoſpitable and generous reception of the king of Sweden, 
after the defeat of that monarch at Pultowa. Being af- 


terwards involved in a war with the emperor Charles 


VI. his armies were repeatedly defeated by prince Eugene, 


and the war was terminated, greatly to the diſadvantage 
of the Turks, by a treaty concluded under the mediation 


of Great Britain at Paſſarowitz, A. D. 1718. The 


avarice and oppreſſion of his ſubſequent government, 
together with the war carried on negligently and unſuc- 
cesfully againſt the Perſians, made the reign of Achmet 
odious to the people. Recourſe being had to a very un- 
uſual and dangerous expedient in Turkey, the impoſition 
of a new tax called the Bedead, a ſpecies of exciſe very 
arbitrary in the collection, in order to defray the expence 
of this war, three Janiſaries, named Call, Muſlu, and 


Ali, very obſcure men, fancying themſelves particularly 
aggrieved by it, aſſembled, in the abſence of the grand 


ſeignor and grand vizier then at Scutari, a conſiderable 
number of their comrades in the Almeidan, where they 
preſented to them a naked {word on which they had 
themſelves ſworn, and required of all who engaged with 
them to ſwear the death of the grand vizier, the Cai- 
macan, and the Reis Effendi. The Aga of the Janiſa- 
rics repairing in haſte to the Atmeidan, Calil demanded 
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mz | k. GEORGE H. 
reſolved on a reformation in the Nate, and the puniſh- 
ment of the tyrants? The Aga, being deſtitute of force 
to ſuppreſs the revolters, retired in filence. The fultan, 
attended by the vizier, returned with precipitation on the 
firſt intelligence of this iniurrection at Conſtantinople, 
where they arrived at midnight. On the next morning, 
by order of the emperor, the ſtandard of Mzhomet was 
diſplayed, but without effect; and the number of re- 
volters continually increaſing, the ſeraglio was on the 
day following formally inveſted. Meaſures being now in 
preparation to force the gates of the palace, their aſ- 
toniſhment was great to ſee the dead bodies of the pro- 
ſcribed miniſters brought out on litters, preceded by an 
officer of the Boſtangis, who announced the condeſcen- 
{ion of the emperor, and commanded them in his name 
to ſeparate. The three leaders of the revolt, fully aware 
of the danger of their ſituation, expreſſed their diſſatiſ- 
faction at this concefiion, and, declaring the ſultan Achmet 


unworthy of the throne, boldly exclatmed, that they 


would have fultan Mahmoud for their ſovereign. 'The 
name of Mahmoud was repeated with loud acclamations, 


reſounding even to the inmoſt receſſes of the ſeraglio. 


The ſultan Achmet haſtily affemibling a divan, aſked, with 
a faltering voice, what the rebels had yet to deſire; on 
which an Iman replied, „my lord, thy reign is at an 
cend—thy revolted ſubjects will no longer have thee for a 
naſter.— They demand with ſhouts thy nephew Mah- 
houd—it is in vain for thee to flatter thyſelf that they 
will return to their allegiance.” At theſe words the ſultan 
turned pale, but ſoon recovering himſelf, ſaid, « Why 
was 1 not informed of this ſooner? Follow me.” Im- 
mediately he went to the priſon of Mahmoud, attended 
by all the members of the divan; and, having taken that 
prince by the hand, „ The wheel has turned for you as 

for 
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for me,” faid he to him, conducting him to the divan 
chamber; I reſign to you the throne which Muſtapha 
my brother reſigned to me.” After which he returned 
to the apartment from whence he had taken Mahmond, 
there to end his life. Thus in the ſpace of abont eighty 
years no leſs than four emperors had been ſucceſſively 
dethroned at Conſtantinople by lawleſs and popular 
violence. A demoaſtration ſo ſtriking of the inſtability 
and inſecurity of military and deſpotic governments, 
might ſurely ſuffice to reconcile the proudeſt deſpot to 
the eſtabliſhment of a regular and permanent "ITY of 
liberty *. 

The parliament of England aflembling in Jak 
1730, the king. in his ſpeech from the throne, declared 
the peace of Europe to be firmly eſtabliſhed by the 


treaty of Seville, which was built, as he aſſerted, on the 
foundation of the quadruple alliance. He affirmed, that 


Spain had agreed to an ample reſtitution and reparation 
for all unlawful ſeizures and depredations; that the free 


and uninterrupted exerciſe of Britiſh commerce was fully 


ſecured ; and that all rights, privileges, and poſſeſſions 


belonging to him and his allies were confirmed and 


ſolemnly guaranteed. Violent oppoſition was made to 


the terms of this treaty when ſubmitted to. the inveſtiga- 


tion of parliament; though it muſt be acknowledged 


* It is ſaid that a grand Vizier of Turkey once inquiring of Mr, 
Montague, the Engliſh ambaſſador at Conſtantinople, whether it were 
really true, as he had been informed, that the Engliſh nation had 
ſtruck off the head of one cf their kings on a public ſcaffold ? the am- 
baſſador anſwered, that it was: And the Vizier farther inquiring at 
what diſtance of time this incredible act of wickedneſs and rebellion 


had been committed, the ambaſſador told the Vizier, with great cool- 


neſs, that, to the beſt of his recollection, it was in the very ſame year 
in which the grand ſ:ignor Ibrahim was depoſed, and ſtrangled by the 


Janiſarics, 
: that 
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that ſome of the objections urged by the patriots, when 
viewed through the long viſta of years which has now 
intervened, appear rather minute and captious. They 
affirmed that the article by which the Britiſh merchants 
were required to make proof of their loſſes at the court 
of Madrid was injurious to them, and diſhonorable to 
the nation; and that there was little probability of ob- 
taining that redreſs by means of commiſſaries, which 
was refuſed to plenipotentiaries.. 'They complained that 
the right of Great Britain to Gibraltar and Minorca 
was not acknowledged in this treaty z they diſliked the 
guarantee of Tuſcany, Parma, and Placentia, to Don 
Carlos and his ſucceſſors, as a conceſſion which might 
involve Great Britain in future quarrels about a country 
with which we had no concern. But, the principal ob- 
jection, and that which conſtituted the chief ground of 
the high offence taken by the emperor, was founded up- 
on that article of the treaty by which England not only 
guaranteed the ſucceflion of theſe Duchies to the Infant, 
but engaged to convey a body of Spaniſh troops to Italy, 
in order to ſecure thoſe poſſeſſions without waiting for 
the Imperial inveſtiture; which was not only an open 
and flagrant affront offered to the Imperial dignity, but 
likewiſe a palpable deviation from the letter of the qua- 
druple alliance, by which neutral troops only were to be 
admittted, till the inveſtitures were granted. And if 
any obſtacles aroſe in carrying this article of the conven- 
tion of Seville into execution, the contracting parties, 
in conjunction with France, under whoſe mediation it was 
conciuded, agreed by force of arms to obtain the ac- 
compliſhment of it. So much incenſed was the court of 
Vienna at the inſult, ſtill more perhaps than the injury 
offered in the treaty of Seville, that his Imperial majeſty 
itlued an edit, prohibiting the ſubjects of Great Bri- 
tain from trading in bis dominions; and made great 
| military 
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military preparations and demonſtrations of a determi- 


nation to aſſert his rights by a declaration of war. In 
the courſe of this ſeſſion, and while things remained in 


this poſture, a very warm debate aroſe in conſequence of 


a bill introduced by the miniſter to prevent any ſubject 


of Great Britain from advancing money by way of loan 


to foreign princes or ſtates, without licenſe firſt obtained 


| from his majeſty under his privy ſeal. This bill was ably | 


oppoſed by Sir John Barnard, one of the repreſentatives 


of the city of London, a man of ſtrict integrity and 


extenſive commercial knowledge, as © a meaſure which 
would render Holland the mart of money to the nations 
of the Continent. He ſaid that by this general prohi- 
bition the Engliſh were diſabled from aſliſting their beſt 
allies; that the king of Portugal frequently borrowed 


money of the Engliſh merchants reſiding within his do- 


minions ; that the licenſing power was liable to dange- 


rous abuſe; and that the clauſe which empowered the 


attorney general to compel the diſcovery on oath of ſuch 
loans, would convert the court of Exchequer into a 
court of Inquiſition.” In conſequence of theſe argu- 
ments the bill was modified in ſuch a manner as to ren- 
der it much leſs exceptionable; and it was declared, 
« that the object of it was merely to prevent the ſub- 
jects of the ſtate from aſliſting the enemies of the ſtate. 
It was well known that at this very time the emperor 
was negotiating a loan in the metropolis, and it was ma- 
nifeſtly impolitic and abſurd to permit individuals to 
enrich themſelves by any mode of traffic detrimental to 
the general intereſts of the kingdom.” The bill at 


length paſſed; and it muſt be acknowledged, that the 
principle on which it is founded appears perfectly equi- 
table, and that no inconvenience has, in fact, been found 


to reſult from it. 
| A bill 
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A bill paſſed by the commons in the courſe of this ſeſſion 
& for making more effectual the laws in being for dif. 
abling perſons from being choſen members of parlia- 
ment, who enjoyed any penſion during pleaſure, or for 
any number of years, or any office holden in truſt for 
them,” was rejected on the ſecond reading by the lords; 
and on the 15th of May 1730 the king went to the 
houſe of peers, and cloſed the ſeſſion with a ſpeech, in 
which very harſh and angry mention was made of “ thoſe 
incendiaries who, by ſcandalous libels, labored to alien- 
ate the affections of his people, to fill their minds with 
groundleſs jealouſies and unjuſt complaints, in diſhonor 
of him and his government, and in defiance of the ſenſe 
of both houſes of parliament“ .“ 

Early in the year 1731, the parliament was again con- 
vened, and the ſeſſion opened by a remarkable ſpeech 
from the throne, indicating a very extraordinary and 
alarming ſituation of affairs. The king declared, “ that 
in conſequence of the meaſures formerly taken, and the 
concluſion of the treaty of Seville, the dangerous conſe- 
quences ſo juſtly apprehended from the treaty of Vienna 
were entirely obviated; and that union which had 
alarmed all Europe not only diſſolved, but the treaty of 
Hanover ſtrengthened by the additional power of the 
crown of Spain. His majeſty obſerved, that from this 
{ituation of affairs juſt hopes were entertained that the 


* The ſcandalos Tibels mentioned in the king's ſpeech were ſuppoſed 
chicly to allude to the periodical papers entitled“ The Craſtſman,“ 
ſupported by the ableſt political writers of the age, lord Bolingbroke 


and Mr. Pulteney being themſelves of the number, and in which the 
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wit, and argument. So tranſient, however, is the fame attached to 


controverſial politics, that this publication, ſo admired and celebrat- 

ed in its day, is alrcady conſigned to obſcurity and almoſt to obli- 
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conditions of the treaty of Seville would have been com- 
- plied with without the neceſſity of coming to extremi- 
ties; but that this deſirable event had been hitherto 
delayed: and as the treaty impoſed an obligation upon 
all the contracting parties to prepare for the execution of 
it, wE muſt be in readineſs to perform our part, in 
order to procure the ſatisfaction due to our allies. The 
reſolutions of parliament were expected by foreign pow. 
ers with impatience, and the great event of peace or 
war would be very much affected by their firit deciſions. 
He ſaid, that /e plan of operations for the execution of the 
treaty of Seville by FORCE was now under confideration ; 
that their juſt concern for the true intereſt of their 
country would, he doubted not, induce them to grant 
the ſupplies neceſſary to make good his engagements, 
with that cheerfulneſs and affection which became a Bri- 
tiſh houſe of commons tender of the honor of the 
crown, careful and ſolicitous for the glory and proſpe- 
rity of the kingdom.“ Never was the truth more appa- 
rent than at the preſent moment, of the memorable ob- 
ſervation of lord Moleſworth on a former occaſion, 
and which well deſerves the repetition, « that to a man 
acquainted only with the ſituation of Great Britain, and 
unappriſed of the ſeveral petty intereſts of the electo- 
rate of Hanover, the conduct of the Englith court would 
appear not only fluctuating and capricious, but abſolute- 
ly unintelligible and incomprehenſible.” For what ſha- 
dow of pretence, connected with the intereſt of Great 
Britain, could be deviſed to juſtify or palliate an outrage 
upon the emperor, ſo flagrant as the forcible introduc- 
tion of foreign troops into Parma and Placentia by a 
Britiſh fleet, for the purpoſe of transferring thoſe 
Duchies, which were acknowledged fiefs of the empire, 
to the king of Spain, previous to the inveſtiture of his 
imperial majeſty, and in direct contradiction to the laws 
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X. GEORGE HUH. 
and conſtitutions of the empire; by this means wanton- 
ly and voluntarily incurring the eventual riſque of a war 
with the houſe of Auſtria, the ancient, natural, and 
faithful ally of Great Britain? The key to this ap- 
parently unaccountable and extravagant conduct is, 
however, perfectly eaſy. The two imperial courts 
of Vienna and Peterſburg had not yet relinquiſh- 
ed their deſigns in favor of the duke of Holſtein ; and 
ſtill Battered that prince with the hope of procuring, 
either by amicable or hoſtile means, the reſtitution of 
the Duchy of Sleſwic, guaranteed originally by Hano- 
ver, and afterwards by England, to the king of Den- 
mark. 80 long, therefore, as this project was enter- 
tained, ſo long did the elector-kings of England conſider 
their favorite acquiſitions of Bremen and Verden, which 
were the price and reward of that guarantee, as in the 
moſt imminent danger. For the ſole purpoſe of coun- 
teracting this project was the treaty of Hanover con- 
cluded; for this. purpoſe was the inſidious policy of 
France countenanced and encouraged by a continued re- 
fuſal, on the part of England, to aſſent to the edict of 
the pragmatic ſanction; for this purpoſe was the ambi- 
tion of Spain gratified by the forcible introduction of 
troops into the Parmeſan. In vain was it alleged, in 
oppoſition to the propoſed addreſs of approbation and 
ſupport, “ that our anceſtors were never ſo complaiſant 
as to declare their approval of meaſures without full and 
regular information reſpecting them. Why was it that 


the houſe pledged itſelf for the ſupport of any meaſures 


of the executive government? Doubtleſs, on the ground 
of their being juſt and reaſonable. But who could pro- 
nounce the meaſures in contemplation juſt, when no 
one could ſay what they were, or what they might ul- 
timately prove to be? Every one, indeed, knew the ex. 
pence which this nation had incurred in their endea- 
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vors to reduce the exorbitant power of France, which, 
by a fatal negligence, had been ſuffered to ariſe to a 
height which menaced the general liberties of Europe. 
But by joining the houſe of Bourbon in this war againſt 
the houſe of Auſtria, France might be enabled to extend 
her conqueſts beyond the Rhine, or, perhaps, to.annex 
the low countries to her empire, and become more for- 
midable than ever. It was affirmed, that French alli- 
ances had ever been fatal to England ; that our kings, by 
a connection with France, had been led to imbibe the 
love of arbitrary power, and encouraged to entertain de- 
ſens againſt the liberty of their ſubjects ; and that Gallic 
faith was to be depended upon no farther than their in- 
tereſt was concerned in adhering to it; that their enmity 
to England was inveterate ; and that we ſhould, in the 
end, pay dear. for any temporary favors which they may 
ſeem to confer.” And an amendment to the addreſs was 
offered, „that his majeſty ſhould be deſired not to con- 
cur in a war againſt the emperor either in Flanders or. 
upon the Rhine.” 

The Walpoles, and the courtiers in general who took 
part in the debate, maintained, in oppoſition to theſe 
objections, © that his majeſty's prudence was fo great, 
and had been ſo ſtrikingly manifeſted in his whole con- 
duct fince his happy acceſſion, that no ſuſpicion could 
reaſonably be entertained of the propriety of his preſent 
or future meaſures; that the amendment now propoſed 
was an encroachment on his majelty's prerogative. 'I'hey 
acknowledged that France ought not to extend the bounds 
of her empire, and his majeſty would, no doubt, take 
proper precautions to prevent the inconveniences appre- 
hended from the weight of the confederacy againſt the 
- houſe of Apſtria that the deſign of the potent alliance 
formed againſt the emperor was to convince him of the 


impoſſibility of a ſucceſsful reſiſtance ; it would be groſsly 
| | a impolitic, 
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impolitic, therefore, if the allies were reſtrained from 
attacking him in Flanders, or on the Rhine, where he 
was moſt vulnerable. By enfeebling the operations of 
the war, ſuch reſtraint would virtually and proportionally | 
add to the ſtrength of the emperor, and thereby make 
a pacification hop-leſs and impracticable.“ Another 
amendment was then propoſed, far more judicious and 
comprehenſive : „that the houſe would ſupport his 
majeſty's engagements ſo far as they related to the intereſt 
of Great Britain;“ and it was urged by Mr. Wyndham, 
the mover of it, that the act of ſettlement, by virtue 
of which his majeſty held the crown of theſe realms, 
expreſsly provided that this nation ſhall not be obliged to 
enter into a war for the defence of any dominions not 
belonging to the crown of Great Britain; and that the 
houſe could not therefore, agreeably to this act, go farther 
than the amendment imported.” To this the miniſter 
and the courtiers replied, “ that the adoption of this 
amendment would ſeem to infinuate that his majeſty had 
entered into engagements that did not relate to the inte- 
reſts of Great Britain; which would be the higheſt diſ- 
reſpect and ingratitude, when thoſe that had the honor 
to ſerve his majeſty could teſtify that the intereſt of Great 
Britain was the ſole object of his majeſty's ſolicitude. 
They ſaid that every member of the houſe was, they 
hoped, convinced that his majeſty never would enter 
into any engagement that was not abſolutely neceſſary for 
the happineſs and ſafety of his people, and therefore it 
was wholly unneceſſary to narrow the aſſurances of ſupport 
in the addreſs by any ſuch limitation.” The houſe ſeem- 
ing, however, to pauſe upon the validity of theſe argu- 
ments, more fit indeed for a Turkiſli divan than a Britiſh 
ſenate, Mr. Heathcote aroſe, and declared, « that the 
offering of advice to his majeſty could never be regarded 
by him as an encroachment on the prerogative, ſince it 
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was the proper buſineſs of parliament, which was the 


king's great council, to adviſe the crown in all matters 


of importance—it was what many parliaments had done, 
and what they were obliged in duty to do; that to ſup- 


port any hoſtile operations againſt the emperor in Flan- 


ders or upon the Rhine, was abſolutely deſtructive to the 


intereſt of England, tending evidently to the total ſub- 
verſion of the balance of power; and the houſe had, 


therefore, good reaſon to believe that no miniſter would 
DARE to adviſe his majeſty to concur in ſuch a meaſure. 
Upon that account only he conſidered it as ſuperfluous to 
adviſe his majeſty againſt it; that unanimity in their re- 
ſolves was certainly deſirable, and would undoubtedly add 


great weight to his majeſty's endeavors to effect a general 


accommodation of differences; and for his part he looked 


upon all addreſſes, containing aſſurances of ſupport, as 
in their nature general, and no farther obligatory than 
the meaſures to be ſupported ſhall be found conducive to 


the public intereſt ; that he, therefore, willingly con- 
curred in the addreſs as originally moved, taking it at 


_ preſent for granted, that the engagements alluded to were 


ſuch as the intereſts of Great Britain required: but leav- 
ing himſelf at full liberty to object to any ſpecific 'meaſures 
which ſhould be moved by the minifters of the crown in 
purſuance of this addreſs, if they appeared to him, in 
any reſpect, inconſiſtent with the public welfare, He was 
ſure that his majeſty could mean nothing but what was 


for the advantage of the nation; and it the engagements 


in queſtion proved otherwiſe, he ſhould conſider them as 
the engagements of the miniſter, not of the king.” Sir 


Joſeph Jekyl and ſeveral other reſpectable and indepen- 
dent members declaring, that they regarded addreſſes 
-preciſely in the fame light and agrecably to the explana- 


tion now given, the oppoſition acquieſced, and the queſ- 


tion paſſed in the affirmative without a diviſion. But 
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it could not eſcape the penetration of the miniſter, how 
repugnant to the feelings of the houſe was the idea now 
ſuggeſted of carrying on an offenſive war againſt the 
houſe of Auſtria, in concert with the two branches of 
the houſe of Bourbon. Ever ſince the concluſion of the 
treaty of Hanover, a very large body of auxiliaries had 
becn kept, at an HER expence, in conſtant pay, from 
the inceſſant apprchenſion of a war. But when the eſti- 
mate for the charge of maintaining 12,000 Heſſians 
came before the houſe, it was objected againſt as entirely 
ſuperfluous. It was ſaid, that if fears and apprehenſions 
would juſtify the waſte of money thus laviſhed in ſubſidies, 
we ſhould never be free from theſe burdens ; that it was 
time enough to hire troops when we were actually in- 
volved in war; and there was no doubt, from the diſ- 
poſition of the European princes, that men might be 
always had for money. Theſe objections, however, were 
over-ruled, and the troops continued in pay, under the 
idea that to diſmiſs them at the preſent criſis, though 
their actual ſervices might not be called for, would tend 
to encourage the emperor in his contumacy. 
Notwithſtanding the recent convention of Seville, 
complaints were renewed from all parts of the depreda- 
tions and cruelties committed by the Spaniards in the 
Weſt Indies: and the houſe of commons, ſatisfied of 
the truth of theſe allegations, preſented an addreſs to 
the king, deſiring « that his majeſty would be gracioully 
pleaſed to continue his endeavor to prevent ſuch depre- 
dations for the future; to procure full ſatisfaction for the 
darqages already ſuſtained 3 and to ſecure to the Britiſh 
ſubjects the full and uninterrupted exerciſe of their trade 
and navigation, to and from the Þritith colonies in 
America.“ | 


A very judicious bill was at this period introduced into 


Parliament, and paid into a law, for preventing delays 


of 
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of juſtice occaſioned by the uſe of the Latin tongue in 
proccedings at law, and enacting that all the proceſſes 
and pleadings ſhould be entered in the Englith language. 
There are not wanting, however, at all times many in- 
veterate enemies of INNOVATION, © who cheriſh old 
prejudices becauſe they are prejudices,” and who have in 
all ages been found equally eager and obſtinate in op- 
poſing the moſt ſalutary reforms ; and it was urged by 
this claſs of men, on the preſent occaſion, that this bill 
would render uſeleſs the antient records, which were 
written in that language—and, far from expediting, 
' would introduce confuſion and delay of juſtice, by alter- 
ing the ESTABLISHED form and method of judicial pro- 
ceedings. Theſe reaſonings, however, did not prevail; 
and this law remains an incontrovertible proof, that 
INNOVATION may poſſibly be the medium of improve- 
ment. 15 

In the debate on the penſion bill, now for the ſecond 
time paſſed by the commons and rejected by the lords, 
Dr. Sherlock biſhop of Bangor gave high offence, by 
declaring “ that an independent houſe of commons, or 
an independent houſe of lords, is as inconſiſtent with 1 
our conſtitution as an independent, that is abſolute, 
king; and that a lover of his country will no more deſire 
to ſee the one than the other.“ This propoſition, never- 
theleſs, underſtood in a ſober and qualified ſenſe, cannot 
be juſtly controverted. For a parliament abſolutely in- 
dependent of the crown would in a ſhort time infallibly 
reduce the crown to a ſtate of abſolute and abject depen- 
dence upon itſelf. And, unqueſtionably, it is not by the 
perpetual conflicts of authority, but by the reciprocal de- 
pendence of the different branches of goverament, that 
the balance of the conſtitution, and the harmony of its 
movements, are moſt acrantageouſly and eftectually pre- 


ſerved. And a total 2nnikilation of that influence, the 
f prodigious 


prodigious and eb ae of which this 
bill was wiſely calculated to check, would be attended 
with a train of new and alarming political evils. Lord 
Carteret, who had now joined the oppoſition, defended 
the principle and practical operation of this bill with great 
eloquence and energy. In conſequence of the biſhop of 
Bangor's invidious oppoſition to it, a motion was made 
for leave to bring a bill into the houſe of commons, to 
prevent the tranſlation of biſhops z which, the utmoſt 
influence of the court being excrted againſt it, paſſed, 
on a divifion, in the negative. : 

On the 7th of May, 1731 the ſeffion was terminated 
by a ſpeech, in which his majeſty informed the two 
houſes “ that a treaty of peace had been ſigned at 
Vienna *, and the ratifications exchanged between him 
and the emperor. As this treaty, he ſaid, principally 
regarded the execution of the treaty of Seville, it was 
communicated to the courts of France and Spain, as par- 
tics to that treaty ; and it was now under the conſidera- 
tion of the ſtates-general, who had been invited to accede 
to it He added, that the new engagements entered into 
by him on this occaſion were agreeable to the neceſſary 
concern which this nation muſt always have for the ſecu- 
rity and preſervation of the balance of power in Europe: 
and he expreſſed his aſſurance, that all malicious inſinu- 
ations to the prejudice of his meaſures muſt vaniſh, when 
it ſo evidently appeared that his firſt and principal care 
had been for the intereſt and honor of this kingdom.” 
By this treaty his imperial majeſty agreed that Spain ſhould 
take poſleflion of the duchies of Parma and Placentia 
for the infant Don Carlos, in the mode preſcribed by the 
treaty of Sevillez and that the Oſtend company, which 
had given ſuch umbrage to the maritime powers, ſhould 
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| be totally diſſolved, on condition that England and the 
other contracting powers of tha treaty of Seville thould 
become guarantees of the pragmatic ſanction. And the 
duke of Parma dying at this juncture, an Engliſh fleet 
under Sir Charles Wager was fitted out, which having 
joined the Spaniſh fleet at Barcelona, convoyed the Spa- 
niſh troops deſtined for Italy to Leghorn, Don Carlos 
himſelf taking the route of France; when, the imperial 
forces which 'had marched into Parma being withdrawn, 
the infant took peaceable poſſeſſion of his new territories. 

Thus at length was terminated the violent and acri- 
monious conteſt, which for more than ſeven years had 
divided the houſe of Auſtria from Great Britain, its 


ancient and faithful ally. And nothing can be more 
clear and evident, from an impartial review and fum- 


mary of facts, than that the quarrel originated ſolely in 
the unfortunate connection formed by this nation, at the 
acceſſion of the preſent royal family, with the electorate 
of Hanover, whoſe intereſts ſtood almoſt conſtantly and 
diametrically oppoſed to thoſe of England. Jealous of 
the aſpiring views of the houſe of Lunenburg in the 
empire, the emperor could never be brought cordially to 
concur in the meaſures concerted for the ſecurity of the 


new acquiſitions of Bremen and Verden, and till leſs 


in the infidious deſigns of the court of Herenhauſen 
upon the duchy of Mecklenburg ; although, to merit 
the favor of the court of Vienna, the king of England 
ſerupled not to engage in a war with Spain, with whom 
Great Britain had then no imaginable pretence of diſpute, 
and actually effected the transfer of the iſland of Sicily 
from the honſe of Savoy to the houſe of Auſtria, Find- 
ing the emperor ſtill cold and intractable, it was thought 
neceſſary to enter into ſtricter connections with France, 
who- readily gave her countenance and ſupport to the 
petty ſchemes of electeral aggrandizement, ſo long as the 
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houſe of Auſtria was deprived, by this artful policy, of 
the ſtrength the derived from the powerful alliance of 
Great Britain. By the treaty figned at Madrid, there. 
fore, A. D. 1721, a SECRET DEFENSIVE ALLIANCE 
was, by a SEPARATE ARTICLE, concluded between 
England, France, and Spain, to which the Dutch were 
left at liberty to accede, and all the late acquiſitions of 
Hanover ſecured by an EXPLICUT GUARANTEE : and, in 
return, Spain was artfully and inſidiouſly flattered with 
the hope of the reſtitution of Gibraltar. After the con- 
clufion of this treaty, the court of London was very little 
ſolicitous to obtain for the emperor advantageous or ſatis- 
factory terms of pacification with Spain; and the congreſs 
of Cambray, which was convened under the pretended 
mediation of England and France, after a long and tedi- 
ous negociation, broke up re infead. But the court of 
Spain in proceſs of time, finding her expeCtation of re- 
covering Gibraltar wholly deluſive, and enraged at the 
- affront offered to the infanta by France, became anxious 
to eſtabliſh a real and permanent amity with the emperor 
—not, kewever, without inviting the king of England 
to become the ſole arbitrator of their differences. Though 
nothing, certainly, could be more favorable to the intc- 
reſts of Great Britain, than this happy occaſion of de- 
taching Spain for ever from her connection with France; 
it was rejected, from the apprehenſion of giving umbrage 
to that power, upon whom Hanover at this period relied 
for the ſupport of her new acquilitions and farther 
| ſchemes of aggrandizement. A treaty of peace and alli- 
ance, nevertheleſs, between Spain and the emperor being 
quickly figned at Vienna, without the intervention of 
any foreign power, the memorable treaty of Hanover 
was concluded between England and France, to which 
all the powers of Europe under their influence were urged 
to accede, In order to give a plauſible color to this 
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treaty ſo contrary to the intereſts of Great Britain; much 


| was faid on the neceſſity of reducing the exorbitant power 


of the houſe of Auſtria, which England had lately been 
at ſuch an immenſe expence of blood and treaſure to 


eſtabliſh. And a violent and abſurd clamor was raiſed 


againſt the imperial Eaſt-India company of Oſtend, as 
creating a rivalſhip fatal to the commercial intereſts of 


Great Britain. But the real object of the treaty of Ha- 
nover, on the part of the king of England, was evidently 


no other than to counterbalance the deſigns of the two 
imperial courts, now in ſtrict alliance with Spain, for the 
reſtoration of Sleſwic, Bremen, and Verden, the eva- 
cuation of Mecklenburg, and the final annihilation of 


the ambitious projects of Hanover. The views by which 
France was actuated were, however, of a far more ele- 


vated and comprehenſive nature. For the great object 
of the policy of the court of Vienna, at this period, 


being to ſecure to the eldeſt daughter of the emperor the 


undivided ſucceſſion of the houſe of Auſtria, France 
could diſcover no other method ſo certain to defeat that 


deſign, and to lay the foundation of the ruin of that 
| houſe, and its own conſequent unrivalled pre-eminence, 


by the diſmemberment of its vaſt poſſeſſions, whenever 


the diffolution of the emperor, now in the decline of 


life, ſhould take place, than to detach Great Britain en- 
tirely from its ancient and natural ally. The treaties of 
Vienna and Hanover, A.-D. 1725, in which almoſt all 


the powers of Europe were parties, had nearly given riſe 
to a general war; which, however, was with much dit- 


liculty averted by the preliminaries ſigned at Aix-la-Cha- 


pelle A. D. 1727. . At the enſuing conferences tor a final 


paciſication at Soiſſons, France having found means to 
etc a reconciliation with Spain, the court of Vienna, 
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almoſt deſerted. The imperial miniſter's demand of the 
guarantee of the pragmatic ſanction was treated with 
neglect and contempt; and the Engliſh miniſters, after 
having conferred with thoſe of France, anſwered, that the 
pragmatic ſanction was not the point in queſtion ; that, 
not being the object of the preſent diſputes, it oupht not 
to be a ſubject of the preſent negotiations, and that the 
propoſition was not zraitable. 'The plenipotentiaries of 
Holland, however, who were not under the fame artifi- 
cial and extrinſic bias, refuſed to join in this anſwer-- 
declaring, on the contrary, that they thought it a point 
which might hereafter fo highly affect the tranquillity of 
Europe, that it deſerved conſideration at leaſt, and an 
Inquiry what the emperor would do in exchange for it. 
Thus the congreſs of Soiſſons broke up, like the former 
congreſs of Cambray, to the mutual ſatisfaction of France 
and Hanover, leaving the ſecurity of the Auſtrian ſuc- 
ceſſion to the deciſion of chance and fortune. It was 
' now the policy of France to accommodate the differences 
ſubſifling between the courts of Madrid and London, and 
to unite them both in a firm oppoſition to the emperor- 
For this purpoſe. the treaty of Seville was concluded, 
under the mediation of France, and mortal offence piven 
to the emperor, by the ſtipulated introduction of Spaniſh 
troops into the duchies of Parma and Placentia, previous 
to the granting the imperial inveſtiture. Upon ſuch high 
ground did the court of London, or rather of Heren- 
hauſen, now conceive itſelf to ſtand, that it preſumed to 
inſult the emperor by an offer, made (1730), in con- 
junction with her high allies, France and Spain, to gua- 
rantee the ſucceſſion of the Auſtrian dominions -in 
ISH cn to the arch-ducheſs Maria Therefa, eldeſt . 
daughter of the empcror, on the condition that the affairs 
of SLES WI and MECKLENBURG were regulated to their 
joint ſatisfaction. This propoſition, however, was re- 
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jected with diſdain; and his imperial majeſty appearing 


determined to riſque a war with the houſe of Bourbon, 
A war in which England had with the groſſeſt and moſt 
culpable inattention to lier intereſts and even to her ſafety, 


and the extreme hazard of entirely ſubverting tlie balance 


of power in Europe, involved herſelf as a principal, — tlie 


. miniſters of the crown, who had ventured to the edge 


of the precipice, as the criſis approached, recoiled at the 


view of the gulph into which they were about to plunge. 
Apparzntly alarmed at the raſhneſs and abſurdity of their 


own projects, _ ſuddenly reſolved to ſet on foot a ne- 
gotiation at Viennd; as the baſis of which, an offer was 
made of the guarantee of the pragmatic ſanction, in- 
cluding the whole Auſtrian ſucceſſion, by Great Britain. 
This the emperor readily and gladly embraced. In return, 
the inveſtitures of Bremen and Verden were conceded; 
Hanover was to receive a ſtipulated ſum in lieu of all its 
claims upon Mecklenburg; 3 and, « 0 preſerve the peace of 
Low ER SAXONY, and to put an end to the cavsr of trou- 


 bles in the Nox rh,“ the emperor and Ruſſia guaranteed 
| Steswic to the king of Denmark, upon condition that 
one million of rix-dollars were paid to the duke of Hol- 


ſtein as an equivalent—500,000 down, and 100,000 per 


ann. till the whole was completed“. And however re- 


It is a curious circumſtance, that Denmark declared itſelf under no 


obligation to make good this equivalent—having been long in actual 


poſſeſſion of Sleſwic under the guarantee of Hanover. And though 


his Daniſh majeſty afterwards conſented to the payment of this ſum, it 
will be found, conformably to the accounts delivered in to parliament, 
Feb. 10 and 12, 1735, that the ſums paid, or to be paid, on different 


pretences to Denmark within a certain ſpecified time, amount to the 
complete ſum of one million of rix-dellars : ſo that there exiſts a ſtrong 


preſumption that the duchy of Sleſwic, thus bought and ſold by con- 
tract of two foreign potentates, was at laſt paid for out of the pockets 
of the 9 and unſuſpecting pools of Great Britain, 
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230 K. GEORGE H. 
juctant the duke of Holſtein might be to part with Sleſwie 
upon ſuch terms, he was compelled to accept of this pre. 
tended equivalent, or ſeek elſewhere for protectors. The 
treaty of Vienna being concluded without the participa- 
tion of France, in direct contravention of an article of 
the treaty of Hanover, all real amity between the two 
courts of London and Verſailles was now at an end; 
and a cold exterior civility ſucceeded to that confidence 
which had ſubſiſted without interruption for the ſpace of 
fifteen years. The treaty of Hanover was conſidered on 
both ſides as virtually renounced by the late treaty of 
Vienna, to which the ſtates-general on acceded, and 
which ſeemed to eſtabliſh, by the guarantee of the ma- 
ritime powers, the pragmatic ſanction, ſo much the 
object of Gallic jealouſy aud averſion, on a firm and ſolid 
baſis. The politics of Europe now reverted to their 
antient and regular order. But it is obvious that England 
and Holland had undertaken this guarantee, at a period 
far leſs favorable than that which had occurred at the 
former treaty of Vienna, ſix years before; and that 
through a prepoſterous predileclion and attachment to 
the views and intereſts of Hanover, a moſt propitious 
opportunity of diffolving for ever the political connection 
of Spain and France was irretrieveably loſt 3 and that by 
the re-union of thoſe powers, France was encouraged to 
perſiſt in proſecuting thoſe ſchemes of ambition which 
ſhe had long cheriſhed for the future humiliation of the 
houſe of Auſtria, and which, in the ſequel, England 
thought it neceſſary to eraploy ſuch mighty efforts to op- 
poſe and defeat. Truth,” ſays a noble cotemporary 
writer, „“ ſhould be made known; and it ſhould be known 
to thoſe whom it moſt imports to know it—thoſe are the 
beſt friends to the king and kingdom, who, by ſhewing 
how incompatible the intereſts of the eleCtorate are with 
ihoſe of Great Britain, may ſuggeſt the prudent and ne- 
: | ceſſary 
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| cellary meaſure of ſeparating the dominions themſelves, 
and ſupplying that great defect in the act of ſettlement, 
which every body now wiſhes had been done, and won— 


ders was not * | LO 
On the regular return of the ſeſſion, Jan. 1742 the 

king made an elaborate ſpeech to both houſes, containing 

2 very high eulogium upon his own conduct. He con- 


gratulated the parliament « on the reſtoration of the 
general tranquillity ; and he affirmed, that the part taken 


in the late tranſactions by the crown of Great Britain 
had redounded much to the honor and intereſt of the na- 
tion. By the treaty of Seville, he ſaid, that union of 


ö the imperial and Catholic crowns, which had given ſuch 


univerſal alarm, had been diſſolved; and the execution 
of that treaty, ſuppoſed to be attended with inſurmount- 
able difficulties, was at length happily accompliſhed. 
Parma and Placentia were in the actual poſſeſſion of Don 
Carlos, and the reverſion of Tuſcany ſecured by an ex- 
preſs convention with the great duke. Parliament had 
ſeen, he ſaid, the happy effects of their zeal and reſolu- 
tion—and now reaped the fruits of the confidence which 
they had repoſed in him; and it muſt be a great ſatisfac- 
tion to them to reflect that the expence incurred had been 
lo amply recompenſed.” It is obſervable, that in the 
whole ſeries of royal ſpeeches and meſſages in this and 


* Vide a ſeries of tracts ſtyled; © Caſe of the Hanover Forces,“ 
with a firſt and ſecond “ vindication”* of the fame, aſcribed to the earl + 


of Cheſterfield, The firſt of theſe tra;ts was anſwered by Mr. Horace 


Walpole, afterwards lord Walpole, brether to the miniſter, in a publi- 
cation ſtyled, © The Intereſts of Great Britain ſteadily purſued.” TI.ord 
Cheſterfield, in his vindication, ſhrewdly remarks, © that the three 
years in which the writer of the pamphlet declared himſelf ſo violently 


againſt Hanover- projects, ought at leaſt to be excepted out of the Britiſh 


| heme of politics, which he undertakes to demonſtrate hath been ſo 


f 2adily bu rſued,”? | 
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232 k. GEORGE Il 
the preceding reign, not a ſyllable is mentioned of Bre- 
men, Sleſwic, or Mecklenburg, the ſecret ſprings of 
every reſolution taken by the Engliſh court reſpecting 
the affairs of the continent for almoſt twenty years 

paſt. And with a firm. reliance on the complaiſance of 
the parliament, and the. ignorance. of the people, a bold 
for a harſher epithet would be indecorous—a bold at- 
tempt was now made to eſtabliſh the idea that the quarrel 
between Great Britain and the emperor reſpected ſolely 
the inveſtiture of the duchies of Tuſcany, Parma, and 
Placentia :—although, had this indeed been the fact, 
ſcarcely would it have amounted to an extenuation of the 
folly: For to whom theſe duchies ſhould. belong, was 
an object wholly beneath the attention of, Great Britain: 
and admitting the neceſſity of preſerving the equipoiſe of 
power, they could be conſidered as little more than duſt 


in the balance. If king WILL 1am has incurred juſt cen- 


ſure for involving this nation too deeply in continental 


' politics—if the blood and treaſure of Great Britain were 


in his reign laviſned with a too unſparing hand —at leaſt 
it muſt-be acknowledged, that the ends he had in view 
were in the higheſt degree noble, juſt, and diſintereſted. 
The, grand alliance was not projected by that renowned 
monarch, in order, to procure the ceflion of a. diſtrict, 
to be added to his principality of Orange; but for 
the glorious purpoſe of aſſerting the liberty and inde- 
pendency of Chriſtendom, in oppoſition to the. aſpiring 
aims of an haughty tyrant; and of fixing an inſur- 


mountable barrier to the farther progreſs of his tri- 


umphs. Abſorbed in the contemplation of this great 


object, his ideas roſe infinitely above all thoſe miſerable 


artifices of petty aggrandizement, which had, for ſo 
many years previous to this period, perplexed the coun- 
ſels, and interrupted the repoſe of nations. When an 

EE addreſs 
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addreſs was moved. by lord Hervey *, in the uſual ſtyle 
of courtly adulation and ſubmiſſion, the indignation of 
the patriots ſeemed uncommonly excited; and the inco- 


herency and abſurdity of the whole political ſyſtem of 


the court were ably and vigorouſly expoſed, Sir William 
Lawſon, who firſt roſe, obſerved, * that the treaties, 
reſpecting which ſo much had been ſaid, were not yet 
before the, houſe; therefore he was not prepared to join 


in the approval of them. It appeared, however, ſuffici. 
ently plain, that, notwithſtanding the great things we 


had done for Spain, very little ſatisfaction had as yet been 
received for the injuries done to us, He knew of nothing, 
a, vague. order of his Catholic majeſty. to the governors of 
his ports in the. Weſt Indies againſt illegal depredations 
excepted, upon which any conſtruction they thought 
proper might be put but this ſurely could not be con- 
ſidered as a ſufficient reparation of paſt injuries.“ Mr. 
. Shippen « confeſſed himſelf ſo unfathionable, that he 


neither pretended to judge without information, or to 


applaud without reaſon. The ſervile and flattering ad- 
dreſſes now in vogue, he ſaid, were unknown in former 


times; in oppoſing them, he ſhewed his regarg for the 


*. This nobleman. long occupied a place in the foremoſt rank of 
courtiers, and was a frequent ſpeaker in parliament, though with little 
hiſtoric notice. His endowments appear to have been very ſuperſicial, 
and his manners effeminately frivolous ; though, by a duel with Mr. 
Pulteney,' he ſufficiently eſtabliſhed his character for perſonal courage. 
Lord Hervey's quarrel with Por x is well known. The portrait drawn 
by that vindictive ſatiriſt of this nobleman under the name of Sporus, 
is replete with malignity-and diſtortion; though, had it been perfectly 
juſt, the poet ſtands deſervedly condemned by his own previous acknow- 
leügment: : 


Satire or ſenſe, alas! can Sporus feel? 
Who breaks a butterfly upon tbe wheel ? 
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honor and dignity of that houſe ; and for his reputation 
as a courtier, he felt little concern. He moved, there- 
fore, to leave out the complimentary paragraphs, and to 
reſtrain the addreſs to a general expreſſion of thanks to 
his majeſty, and of ſatisfaction at the eſtabliſkment of 
general tranquillity. But the moſt intereſting and elo- 
quent ſpeech on this occaſion was made by Mr. Pulteney, 
who declared, that if we were now right, he was certain 
that the time had long ago elapſed, when we might have 
been 'as 7ie/t, with infinitely leſs expence and trouble. 
But at the period to which he alluded, the guarantee of 
the pragmatic ſanction was repreſented as inconſiſtent 
with the intereſt and happineſs of the nation, by the 
very perſons who now plume themſelves, and demand the 
applauſe of the houfe for afſenting to it, For his part, 
he faid, he neither conſidered the pragmatic ſanction, in 
fo formidable, or in ſo favorable a light, as the preſent - 
miniſters had, at different times, done. Admitting it 
to be agreeable to the general intereſts of England, 
that the Auſtrian ſucceſſion fhoutd be tranſmitted | 

whole and undivided, he greatly doubted the policy 
of our obliging ourſelves, by an explicit and poſitive 
guarantee, to maintain this ſucceſſion at a future and in- 
determinate period, when England might, for reaſons 
impoſſible to foreſee, find it very incompatible with her 
intereſt to engage in a foreign war upon any account: and 
no alternative would be then left us, but to violate our 
faith, or to riſque our ſafety. To violate the national 
faith, indeed, he obſerved, was no new thing with the 
preſent miniſters; for the treaty of Vienna itſelf was 
concluded in violation of the treaty of Hanover, to the 
conditions of which, though Pruflia had withdrawn her- 
ſelf, France and Holland had ſtrictly adhered. He could 


not, therefore, allow, that in the late tranſactione either 


7 


the internet or the Hm of the nation had been conſulted. 


With 
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With regard to the forcible introduction of Don Carlos 


into Italy, that prince, whoſe name had, for ſeveral 
years paſt, been converted to ſuch commodious uſes, and 


who, according to a judierous obſervation in the courſe 


of this debate, was either a giant or an infant as it ſuited 


the purpoſe of the court RIr. Pulteney declared that he 
thought it very likely to prove the origin of jreth tron- 
les. But if, upon the whole, our affairs abroad were 


now wiſely adjuſted, and our domeſtic grievances were 


to be, at the ſame time, completely redrpgiled, the mi- 
riſter at the helm of gov ernment might Je compared to 
a pilat who, though there was a dat afe, and ſtraight 
channel into harbor, took it into his head to navigate the 


ſhip through rocks, ſands, and ſhallows, and after much 
danger and much damage, at lait, by chance, gains the 
port, and triumphs in his good conduct.“ In reply to 
Mr. Pulteney, Mr. Horace Walpole, upon whom the 


_ miniſter willingly devoived the taſk of defending his 
ſyſtem of foreign politics, undertook to demonſtrate 
«© the wiſdom and rectitude of thoſe meaſures of admi- 


niſtration, ſo contemptuoufly derided and ſo injuriouſly 
arraigned. He withed, he taid, to be informed to what 
period of time the obſervations of the laſt ſpeaker were 


intended to refer. He knew' that the guarantee of the 


Pragmatic ſanction had been propoled to us ſome years 


ago; but then it was in a ſtyle ſo dogmatic, that it was 


inconſiſtent with the honor of his majeſty and of the na- 
tion to pay the ſlighteſt attention to it. Beſides, there 


was juſt reaſon to fear that Don Carlos was the perſon 


ſixed upon by his imperial majeſty as his ſucceſſor; and 
it was manifeſtly againſt the intereſts of Great Britain to 


contribute to the e of a Prince in the entire 


poſſeſſion of the Auſtrian ſucceſſion, who held in his 
own right dominions ſo conſiderable in Italy, and who 
was ſo nearly related to the crowns both of Spain and 


France. 
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France. This guarantee was again offered when the 
treaty of Seville was in agitation; but it was again re- 
jected, becauſe it was well known to be intended on- 
ly to diſturb the negotiation. But as ſoon as the treaty. 
of Seville was concluded, and the emperor became rea- 
ſonable in his propoſals, we embraced the opportunity, 
and joined without reſerve in the guarantee. As to any 
inconvenience which might ariſe from a ſuppoſed even- 
tual inability to maintain our engagements, he would 
take upon him to aſſert, that were the imperial houſe in 
danger of ſubverſion, we mu/? engage in their reſcue, 
let our circumſtances be at the time what they will; for 


our own ruin was cloſely and inevitably connected with 
theirs. This guarantee he affirmed it would have been 


highly deſirable to have entered into ſooner, on account 
of the fatal conſequences which might have enſued in 
caſe of the demiſe of the emperor. But it was impoſſi- 
ble to agree to it, till his imperial majeſty had given ſa- 
tisfaction to Spain reſpecting. the Italian Duchies, and 
to England and Holland in regard to the Oſtend compa- 
ny, which his majeſty, by the wiſdom, vigor, and ſfea- 
dincſ of his meaſures, had at laſt procured. He begged 
leave to repeat the expreſſion, the fteadineſs of his ma- 
jeſty's meaſures; for, he ſaid, though the means were 
various, the objects of thoſe meaſures were uniform— 
the preſervation of the balance of power, and the afler- 
tion of our commercial rights. We had engaged by the 
quadruple alliance to fee the infant Don Carlos ſettled in 
the ſucceſſion of the Italian Duchies; and Spain could 
rt be eaſy till chis was effectuated, nor could we or our 


allies, the Dutch, be ea/y, till we ſaw the Oſtend compa- 


ny abſolutely demoliſhed. As ſoon as theſe two grand 
points were conceded by the imperial court, we began to 
thin's {eriouſly 0: eſtabliſhing the future tranquillity of 
Fur pe, and the balance of power, on a ſolid founda- 

tion; 
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tion ; for which purpoſe we had at length agreed to the 
formal guarantee of the pragmatic ſanction. How then 
could it be affirmed that the honor and intereſt of the 
nation had not been conſulted in our foreign negotia- 
tions, or that our engagements had not been fulfilled ?_ 
France had no reaſon to be diſlitisfied, having declared 
that her ſole object was the preſervation of the general 
tranquillity, agreeably to the terms of the quadruple 
alliance, which was accompliſhed by the treaty of 
Vienna: and the fact was, that the court of Verſailles 
had declared itſelf ſatisfied ®, As to the commercial 
differences between England and Spain, they were re- 
ferred to the deciſion of commiſſaries, who, there was 
every reaſon to believe, would ſettle all points in diſpute 
in an amicable manner.” This ſpeech was no leſs fa- 
vorably received by the majority of the houſe, than the 
harangue formerly made by this miniſter in the vindica- 
tion of the treaty of Hanover ; and the addreſs, as ori- 
ginally moved, was preſented to his Majeſty, who de- 
clared in reply, „“ that he had no doubt of the continu- 
ance of the affection and confidence of the houſe, and 
that they ſhould ever find his views tending to the 
honor, intereſt, and ſecurity, of his crown and peo- 


L 


ple. | | 
The nation being at length allowed, and aſſerted on 


the higheſt authority, to be in a ſtate of actual and per- 
fect ſecurity, a grand effort was thought adviſable by the 
patriots in oppolition, or the Country-party, as they were 


Upon the ſame principle, doubtleſs, on which SurLock, after 
« recording a giſt of all his wealth,”* declares, in anſwer to the queſ- 
tion, « Art thou contented, Jew ?”'—< TI am content ;” though a ca- 
taſtrophe not very pleaſing certainly in itſelf, and little to be expected 
dom the tenor of thc exiſting B0ND, 
| now 
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now morally ſtyled, to effect a reduction of the and. 


ing army. This rooted and habitual grievance the cour- 
tiers endeavored to diſguiſe and ſoften, by beſtowing 
upon it the appellation of a par/iamentary army, 2s voted 
and maintained by parliamentary authority. They 
pleaded, that this force was neceſſary to ſecure the in- 
terior tranquillity of the kingdom, and to overawe mal- 
contents, though too inconſiderable ro excite the jea- 
louſy of the people even under an ambitious monarch, 
and much leſs under a prince who could not be accuſed, 
or even ſuſpected, of entertaining the remoteſt with of 
infringing upon the liberties of his ſubjects. In favor of 
the reduction it was argued, “ that a ſtanding m- litary 
force in time of peace had, previous to the æra of the 
Revolution, always been accounted not only ſuperfluous, 
but unconſtitutional and dangerous; that the internal 
tranquillity of the country might be ſecured, as hereto- 
fore it had been, by the civil power aided by the mili- 
'tla, which, under proper regulation, was as capable of 
diſcipline, and as active in exertion, as a ſtanding army; 
that the number of malcontents was altogether contemp- 
tible 3 but that the moſt effectual means of increaſing it 
was the obſtinate perſeverance in meaſures odious and 
arbitrary; that though they had all imaginable confi- 
dence in his majeſty's regard for the liberty of his ſub- 

jects, ſhould a ſtanding army be ingrafted into the con- | 
tirution, another prince might ariſe of more dangerous 
talents and of deeper deſigns, and employ it for the 
worſt purpoſes of ambition: that other nations had been 
enſlaved by ſtanding armies; and though the officers 
were at preſent men of honor and probity, theſe might 
ve eaſily diſcarded, and the army new-modelied, in or- 
der to eikect the ſubverſion of the conititutivii. The 


Kpence Oi this 87 cat mi::rary korce Was ailo iniüſted up- 


8 
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on as extremely burdenſome and oppreſſive to the na- 
tion; and it was aſſerted, that the money raiſed for the 
ſubliſtence of 18 or 29,000 men in England would 
maintain 60,000 French or Germans. Previous to the 
Revolution it was well known that the people of Eng- 


land did not raiſe above two millions for the whole of - 


the public charge; but now the current expence far ex- 
ceeded that ſum, and the civil liſt, the intereſt due to 


the public creditors, and the tinkihg fund, added toge- 


ther, compoſed a burden of ſix millions yearly 5 and 
though at ſo recent a period as the acceflion of the late 
king, the army did not exceed 6000 men, it was now 
augmented, on various pretences, to more than three 
times that number. And farther pretences would never 
be wanting, were parliament willing to liſten to them 
for farther augmentations.” Theſe arguments, how- 
ever, proved wholly fruitleſs and unavailing *, and in 
proportion to the frequency of their repetition, the im- 
preſſion ſeems to have been impaired and weakened ; 
for it is unhappily, though unqueſtionably, certain, that, 
for almoſt a century paſt, the f/anding army has been a 


progreſſive army, and that every effort for its reduction 


has terminated in its increaſe. and enlargement. Such 
was the offence given by Mr. Pulteney to the court by 
the zealous part he took in this and other political 
queſtions at this period, that the king, calling for the 
council-book, with his own hand ſtruck out his name 
from the liſt of privy counſellors, which, however, on- 


»The numbers on the diviſion were 241 againſt 171 voices, Lord 
Hervey urging the multiplicity of ſeditious writings, as an argu- 


ment again? any reduction of the military force; Mr. Plumer re- 


plied, © that if ſeribllers gave the government uneaſineſs, they cught 


to employ ſeribilers, and not ſoldiers, te defend them from the dan- 


ger,” 
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ty ſerved to extend his fame, and eſtabliſh Bis popu- 


larity. 
Notwithſtanding the indiſeriminate ſupport given by 


Sir Robert Walpole, after the example of his predeceſ- 


fors, to the long-eſtabliſhed royal ſyſtem of continental 


politics, and without which he well knew the impoſfibi- 
lity of maintaining poſſeſſion, even for a day, of his 
high and precarious office, it ought not to be ſuppoſed 
that this miniſter was abſolutely indifferent to the inter- 
eſt and welfare of the kingdom over whoſe councils he 
preſided. This'it would be flagrant injuſtice to affirm. 
His ſituation was, in many reſpects, critical and hazar- 
dous; and if juſt allowance be made for the difficulties 
and embarraſſments which he perpetually experienced 
from the prevalence of Hanoverian prejudices 'on the 
one ſide, and Jacobite prejudices on the other, it will not 
perhaps be too much to aſſert, that a man, upon the whole, 


better adapted to the ſtation which he occupied, or bet- 


ter qualified to diſcharge the various and complicated 
duties of it, could no-where be found. To change the 
miniſter would have availed nothing without a radical 
change of ſyſtem; and ſo long as the nation at large 
ſhall continue to approve, or acquieſce in, this corrupt 
and defective ſyſtem, where is the miniſter to be found, 
who ſhall with ſincerity and earneſtneſs labor to accom- 
pliſi any comprehenſive plan of political reform? Or, 
indecd, what right have we to expect from any man ſuch 
an heroic and, at the fame time, uſeleſs effort of vir- 
tue? The celebrated ſtateſman whofe character and con- 
duct we have now been contemplating—and whoſe ac- 
tions have been brought to the teſt of that fiery ordeal 
of releutleis truth and juſtice which human frailty is ſo 
incompetent to abide, and over whoſe burning plough- 
fares no man ever yet with impunity paſſed- -was poſ- 
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ſeſſed, nevertheleſs, of talents admirably calculated for 
public life. An underſtanding clear, maſculine, and 
vigorous, was in him combined with a temper mild, 
equable, and diſpaſſionate. And by the moſt perfect 
ꝝ accuracy and regularity of method, the toils of govern- 
ment were rendered apparently eaſy and pleaſant. He 
was fully ſenſible of the folly of that warlike ſpirit 
' which had predominated in the Britiſh councils ſince 
the æra of the Revolution. The favorite object of his 
adminiſtration was to preſerve and maintain the general 
tranquillity z and the treaty of Vienna, recently con- 
cluded at a moment ſo critical, ſtrongly indicated his 
extreme ſolicitude for the continuance of peace. He 
conceived the proſperity of the nation to be moſt effec- 
tually advanced by the encouragement of manufactures 
and commerce, the true principles of which he perfect- 
ly comprehended and ſteadily purſued. His return to 
office had been diſtinguiſhed by a moſt beneficial altera- 
tion of the commercial ſyſtem of Great Britain, in the 
abrogation of a multiplicity of duties payable on the im- 
portation of raw materials, and the exportation of 
wrought goods. And it has been affirmed, that he 
found the Engliſh book of rates almoſt the worſt, and 
left it the very beſt, in Europe. At this period he had 
formed a project, to which he appears to have been in- 
cited by the cleareſt conviction of its utility, for effect- 
ing a radical alteration in the national ſyſtem of taxa- 
tion. The principal branches of the revenue might at 
this time be divided into port-duties or cuſtoms duties 
of exciſe and taxes levied on immoveable property, 
ſuch as the duties on land, houſes, hearths, and win- 
dows. This latter deſcription of duties the miniſter con- 
idered as of a nature highly oppreſſive, partial, and 
inequitable>, And the various taxes on conſumable com- 
modities, to which every citizen contributes in an exact 

Yo. | MN: proportion 
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proportion to his confumption ; and which, being in. 
cluded in the price of the commodity, are eaſily and in- 
ſenſibly paid ; conſtituted, in his opinion, incomparably 
the moſt cligible mode of raiſing the ſupplies neceflary 
for the public ſervice. He alſo well knew the groſs and 
ſhameleſs frauds daily practiſed in the collection of the 
cuſtoms; and which, from the very nature of thoſe 
frauds, and the extreme facility of committing them, he 
had no hope to remedy. He thought, therefore, that 
to convert the greater part of the cuſtoms into duties of 
xciſe, would be equally advantageous to Government, 

and to the fair trader; and that the laws of exciſe 
might be ſo ameliorated, that, notwithſtanding the odium 
generally attached to them as oppreſſive and arbitrary, 
no juſt or real ground of complaint ſhould remain. 
With a view, therefore, to an eſſential change in tlie 
ſirſt ſpecies of taxation, and to the eventual annihila- 
tion of the laſt, he brought into the houſe, in the month 
of February 1732, a bill for the revival of the falt du- 
ties, which had been repealed ſome years back, as a 
ſubſtitute for one ſhilling in the pound of the land-tax— 
and if this propoſal met the approbation of the houſe, 
he ſignified his intention—the land-tax being at this 
time two fhillings only in the pound—altogether to abo- 
liſh that tax in the courſe of the enſuing ſeſſion; in 
which he declared he ſhould rejoice, as the annihilation 
of a moſt grievous and intolerable burden. „ The du- 
ty on ſalt, he faid, affected, it was true, all claſſes of 
citizens, the poor as well as the rich; but the burden 
of this tax being ſo equally and generally diffuſed, the 
ſum contributed by the lower claſſes of the people would 
be found, on computation, ſo trifling, as ſcarcely to de- 
ſerve the mention. This tax, while it exiſted, was ne- 
ver tlie ſubject of complaint; and when it was repeal- 
ed, no one ſeemed to think himſelf . benefited. He 
knew, 


k. GEORGE n. 473 
knew, he ſaid, the reproaches he had to expect on this 


occaſion; but he had been long accuſtomed to be af- 


fronted and inſulted, both within the walls of that place, 
and without: and while he knew his intentions to be 
upright, and his only aim to ſerve his country to the 
beſt of his knowledge, and the utmoſt of his power, 
he ſhould continue to diſregard thoſe reflections which he 


was conſcious he did not deſerve.” After very vehement 


and obſtinate debates, in which the miniſter was repeat- 
edly charged with deep and malignant deſigns againſt 
the liberties of his country, and the welfare and happi- 
neſs of his fellow-citizens, which no one perhaps ſeri- 
ouſly ſuſpected him to harbor, the bill paſſed by a ma- 
jority of 207 voices againſt 135. And it muſt be ac- 
knowledged, that the oppoſition againſt the meaſures of 
Sir Robert Walpole's adminiſtration was ſo invariable, 
and at times ſo intemperate, that the bounds of patriot- 
iſm and faction ſeem to have been divided by a very 
ſlender partition. In the courſe of the preſent ſeffion, 
the penſion bill was a third time paſſed by the com- 


mons, and rejected by the lords. And on the iſt of 


June 1732, the king terminated the ſeſſion with a 
ſpeech, in which he informed the parliament of the formal 
acceſſion of the ſtates general to the treaty of Vienna; 
and declared his intention of viſiting his electoral domi- 
nions, and of leaving the queen, as before, ſole regent 
during his abſence. On his arrival in Germany, he had 
the ſatisfaction at length to receive the inveſtitures of 
the Duchies of Bremen and Verden, ſo long ſolicited, 
and fo long delayed by the Pay pride, or reſentment 
of the emperor. | 

During this ſummer, Victor Amadeus, the abd: cated 
monarch of Sardinia, was diſcovered to be deeply en- 


gaged, at the inſtigation of his wife, the Marchioneſs 
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of St. Sebaſtian, in intrigues for the reſumption of the 
crown— upon which, his perſon was ſeized by order of 
his ſon, the reigning king, and conveyed to Rivoli; and 
the Marchioneſs committed cloſe priſoner to the caſtle 
of Seva. And the world had a new proof, little wanted 
indeed, how weak are the ties of gratitude and affection, 
when placed in competition ' with the ſuggeſtions of am- 
bition and intereſt. 

At this period, a royal charter was granted . the 
ſettlement of a new colony to the ſouthward of the Ca- 
rolinas, to which the name of Georgia was given: and 
general Oglethrope, a man diſtinguiſhed for the activity 
and ardor of his benevolence, was appointed Governor *, 
and embarked at Greenwich with a number of families, 
who founded * town called Savannah on the river of 
that name. This enterpriſe excited the jealouſy and ap- 
prehenſion of the Spaniards; and as it was difficult, or 
rather impoſſible, to aſcertain the preciſe limits of the 
Engliſh colony of Georgia and the Spaniſh ſettlement 
of Florida, a foundation of future diſpute. and: conten- 
tion between the two nations was unavoidably laid. 


Previous to the final deciſion of Government reſpecting 


this r1eaſure, feven chiefs of the Cherokee and other 
ſouthern Indian tribes were conveyed to England ; and 
being introduced to the king, ſurrendered, by a formal 
deed, in the name of their countrymen, all right of 
property and dominion in the lands now about to be 
occupied by the new coloniſts. And in amazement at 
the riches and magnificence of the Britiſh court, they 
are faid to have laid their crowns and enſigns of dignity 


1 « One—driven by ſtrong benevolence of ſoul— 


Shall fly like OLE TORE, from pole to pole.” 


vere 2 and cenſure of that houſe, for aſſerting 


k. GEORGE II. 245 


/ 9 45 N 4 : ; 
at the king's feet, requeſting to be received in the num- 


ber of his ſubjects. 
Parliament being convened as uſual, early in the year 


1733, a motion was framed and approved for an ad- 


dreſs to the king, to know what ſatisfaction had been, 


made by Spain for the depredations committed on the _ 
- Britiſh merchants—to which the king replied, “ that 


the meetings of the commillaries of the two crowns had 
been delayed by unforeſeen accidents, and that a perfect 
account of their proceedings could not as yet be laid be- 
fore the houſe of commons.” On the motion relative 
to the army eſtimates in the committee of ſupply, which 
differed not materially from thoſe of laſt year, a 

violent debate aroſe ; and the argument rmerly urged 
were again repeated and anew enforced. Mr. Horace 
Walpole, in reply, heſitated not to afſert, « that the 
number of troops then propoſed was abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry to ſupport his majeſty's government, and would be 
neceſſary ſo long as the nation enjoyed the happineſs of 
having the preſent illuſtrious family on the throne.” 
Mr. Shippen remarked upon this aſſertion, “ that the 
queſtion ſeemed at length to have taken a new turn 
for, in former debates, the continuance of the army 
for one year only had been contended for ; but now the 
maik was thrown off, and the houſe was given to under- 
ſtand that it was intended to be PERPETUAL. This he 
would not believe could come from his majeſty. His 
majeſty K NE .. how much the nation was loaded with 


. debts and taxes—and how inconſiſtent it was with our con- 


Mitution to keep up a flanding army in time of peace.” Mr. 
Sippen, being called vehemently to order for theſe laſt 
words, declared himſelf “ peculiarly unfortunate; for 
that, in a former parliament, he had incurred the ſe- 


that 
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that the late monarch was unacquainted with the conſti. 
tution; and he now gave high offence, by declaring that 
his preſent majeſty wwas nt wnacquainted with the conſti- 
tution.” On a diviſion, the motion was carried by 250 
votes againſt 171. 

In deliberating upon the ſupplies to be ante * 
the enſuing year, Sir Robert Walpole moved that the 
ſum of 500,0001 ſhould be iſſued out of the linking 
fund. for the current ſervices. This was the firſt open 
and direct attack upon the ſinking fund *; and it pro- 
duced a moſt animated and indignant remonſtrance from 
the patriotic party, who warned the miniſter, though 
in vain, that: - he was drawing down the curſes of 
poſterity upon his head—and expatlaed upon the ini- 
quity of pillaging, in a time of profound peace, this 
ſacred depoſit, and demonſtrated the folly of ſacrificing 
the ineſtimable advantages ariſing from the undiſturbed 
and progreſſive operation of this fund, to a little tem- 
porary eaſe; and conjured him not to demoliſh with his 
own hand the faireſt monument of his fame. Sir Wil- 
liam Wyndham acknowledged, &« that he had never 
been without apprehenſion that violence might be of- 
fered to this fund, by an enterpriſing miniſter, in caſe 
of exigency and in a time of war: but to ſee attempts 
made upon it in a ſeaſon of perfect tranquillity, was 
what he never expected. Is the public expenditure, 
exclaimed this patriotic ſpeaker, never to be leſſen- 
ed? Are the people of England always to groan under 
the ſame heavy and grievous taxes? Surely, if there is 


* Between the years 1727 and 1732, various new loans were made, 
the intereſts of which were charged upon different ſurpluſſes, apper- 
taining, conformably to the original plan of redemption, to the ſink- 
ing fund. 


any 
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any intention of diminiſhing the preſent enormous debt 
of the nation, now is the time for doing it. What can 
be ſaid in vindication of thoſe who are thus loading 
poſterity ? Can they imagine that there will ever be leſs 
occaſion for public expence-—or can they imagine that 
our deſcendants wilt pofleſs greater ability for diſcharg- 
ing theſe incumbrances than ourſelves ? Surely not— 
unleſs far other and wiſer meaſures of government 
ſhould be adopted, than any which have vet originated 
from the preſent miniſters.” No impreſſion, however, 
could be made upon the predetermined purpoſe of the 
miniſter; and the meaſure received without difficulty 
the ſanction of the houſe of commons: and though in 
the houſe of lords it was again attacked, with the unit- 
ed powers of argument, wit, and eloquence, by the 
lords Bathurſt, Cheſterfield, and Carteret, it finally re- 
ceived the royal aſſent. 

The compliant diſpoſition of parliament now encou- 
raged the miniſter to bring forward, in purſuance of 
the grand plan of revenue reform before mentioned, his 


4 fl.amous bill for ſubjecting the duties on wine and tobac- 
„co to the laws of exciſe. But probably to the ſurpriſe, 
ö certainly to the chagrin, of the miniſter, on moving his 
is primary reſolution, « that the duties on tobacco do 
s from the 24th of June 1733 ceaſe and determine,” 
I | no leſs than 205 members divided againſt it the | 
- ol majority, in a houſe of 471 members, being on- 
hr. 7 | 

8 1 No man, perhaps, at this time, ſtood higher in public 


or parliamentary eſtimation than Sir Paul Methuen. 
His long experience, his extenſive political and com- 
mercial knowledge, the high offices he had ſucceſſively 
„ occupied, the reſpectability of his private with the mo- 

N deration and e of his public character, and the 


= | | g dignified 
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dignified candor with which he always oppoſed, when 
he deemed it neceſſary to oppoſe, the meaſures of ad. 
miniſtration, though long removed from power by the 
ſuperior aſcendancy of WAL OLE, all combined to give 
the decided part which he took on this occaſion, as an 
opponent of the bill, the greateſt weight; and his opi- 
nion was ſuppoſed materially to have influenced very ma- 
ny of the moſt reſpectable members who voted in this 
formidable minority. | 
A prodigious clamor, inſtigated, without doubt, in a 
great degree by thoſe perſons whoſe fraudulent practices 
this plan was intended to counteract, was artfully and 
induſtriouſſy raiſed againſt the bill, which was indeed 
| deemed dangerouſly inimical to the conſtitution, by ma- 
ny very intelligent and impartial perſons, to whoſe 
judgment much deference is due; though it has in our 
own times been carried ſubſtantially into effect without 
cauſing any public alarm, or even exciting any very un- 
common ſhare of attention—juſtifying in its operation 
the ideas and expectations of the miniſters with whom 
it originated. On this occaſion, however, the oppoſi- 
tion againſt the bill might with propriety be ſtyled na- 
tional; and Sir Robert Walpole perſiſting to urge this 
favorite project with a very improper, and with him a 
very unuſual degree of heat and paſſion—applying the 
contumelious expreſſion of «© ſturdy beggars” to the 
merchants who attended in the lobby of the houſe of 
commons with petitions againſt the bill, the public diſ- 
content was heightened into rage. The avenues to 
Weſtminſter Hall were occupied by immenſe crowds of 
people; and the perſons of thoſe members who voted 
in favor of the bill were groſsly inſulted, and even 
their lives endangered. At length Sir Robert Walpole 
thought proper to move that the ſecond reading of the 
bill might be poſtponed to a diſtant day, The defeat of 
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the ſcheme was celebrated with general rejoicings ; and 
the miniſter was burned in efigy and loaded with execra- 
tions, though his conduct appears no otherwiſe cenſura- 


ple in this buſineſs, than as it exhibits ſome ſymptoms of 


pride and obſtinacy. It is related, nevertheleſs, to his 
O DEP $ 7 
praiſe, that, on the evening previous to the report, a 


meeting was convened by the miniſter, of the members 


who had ſupported this obnoxious meaſure. Their una- 
nimous opinion was, to perſevere : but Sir Robert Wal- 
pole declared, * that in the preſent inflamed temper of 
the people, the act could not be carried into execution 
without an armed force, and he would not be the miniſter 
to enforce any ſyſtem of taxation at the expence of blood; 
for, if ſupplies were to be raiſed by the ſword, there is 
an end of Britiſh liberty. He was therefore reſolved to 
adjourn the report for fix months; or, ſhould his opinion 
be over-ruled, to make an immediate reſignation of his 


office.” The unfortunate penſion bill, paſſed for the 


fourth time, in four ſuccefiive years, by the houſe of 
commons, was for the fourth time thrown out by the 
houſe of peers z although, as a meaſure which ſolely re- 
carded the purity and integrity of the national repreſen- 
tation, theſe repeated rejections appeared particularly 
harſh and invicious on the part of the lords. On the x1th 
of June 1733, the king cloſed the ſeſſion with a ſpeech, 
in which ſevere notice was taken of “ the wicked endea- 
vors that had been lately uſed to inflame the minds of the 
people, by the moſt unjuſt repreſentations.” : 

Europe was now deſtined to be involved in freſh trou- 
bles. Theſe were occaſioned by the death of Auguſtus, 
king of Poland and elector of Saxony, January 1733. 


The candidates for the vacant crown were, Auguſtus ſon 


to the late king, and Staniſlaus, whom Charles XII. in 


the zenith of his proſperity had elevated to the throne, 


and which on the decline of that monarch's fortune he 
| 5 - _—_ 
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had been compelled to relinquiſh. Louis XV. king of 
France, baving married the daughter of Staniſlaus, ſup- 
ported the pretenſions of this prince with all his power; 
and the Polith primate, and a majority of the diet, being 
gained over by the intrigues of the French ambaflador, 
proceeded to the clection, and Staniflaus was unanimouſly 
choſen king at Warſaw, and proclaimed with loud accla- 
mations. The imperial courts of Vienna and Peterſburg, 
however, between whom it is remarkable that a ſtrict and 
almoſt uninterrupted harmony had ſubſiſted, from the 
period that Ruſſia aſſumed her proper rank as a European 
power, eſpouſcd with warmth the intereſts of the houſe 
of Saxony: and proteſting by their reſpective miniſters 
againſt the election of Staniſlaus as null and void, an 
army of Auſtrians was affembled on the frontiers of 
Sileſia; and 50,c00 Ruiſians under general Laſci actually 
entered Poland, on the ſide of Lithuania. Being quickly 
Joined by a body of Saxons and Poles of the electoral 
party, the elector of Saxony was proclaimed king of 
Poland by the biſhop of Cracow. King Staniſlaus, find- 
ing himſelf wholly unable to reſiſt fo great a force, aban- 
doned Warſaw to his rival, and retired to Dantzic, where 
he was purſued and cloſely beſieged by the Ruſſians and 
Saxons, This prince, however, found means to eſcape, 
previous to the ſurrender of the city, which was followed 
by a general ſubmiſſion to the authority of Auguſtus, and 
a general amneſty was in return granted to the partiſans 
of Staniſlaus. Though the court of Verſailles failed in 
their grand object in Poland, in order to be fully avenged 
upon the emperor, who had been the principal obſtacle 
to its accompliſhment, and whoſe dominions lay much 


more open to attack than Ruſſia, the duke of Berwick 


received orders to paſs the Rhine at the head of a nu- 
merous army in October, and Fort Kehl was in a ſhort 
time compelled to capitulate. The winter months having 

| | | paſled 
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paſſed over, he renewed his operations with great vigor. 
After the reduction of Traerbach, the duke inveſted the 


important town of Philipſburg; and viſiting the trenches 


was killed on the 12th June“ by a cannon- ball, leaving 
behind him an high reputation for valor and military {kill. 


| 'The French general had been oppoſed, during the whole | 


of this campaign, by the celebrated prince Eugene, now 
far advanced into the vale of years, in a ſtate of languiſh- 
ment and infirmity, and retaining little reſemblance of 
the hero of Blenheim and Belgrade. Notwithſtanding 
che loſs ſuſtained by the French in the death of their 
commander, Philipſburg was obliged, after a brave de- 
tence, to ſurrender,” though upon the moſt honorable 
terms. During theſe tranſactions the French king had 
concluded a treaty with Spain and Sardinia, in confor- 
mity to which, thoſe powers declared war againſt the 
emperor. And the marechal duc de Villars, the antient 
rival of Marlborough and Eugene, was prevailed upon 
to take the command of the French army in Italy +; 
which, being joined by the forces of Savoy, expelled the 
imperialiſts from the Milaneſe. He ſurvived, however, 
but a ſhort time the fatigues of the campaign, in which 
he fully {ſuſtained the glory of his name and nation, 
dying at Turin early in the enſuing ſpring, at the age of 


* 1734. 


+ NI. Voltaire tells us, that the Marechal de Villars, on being ſolicited 
to reſume bis military honors, and to place himſelf at the Lead of the 
army deſtined for Italy, repeated with energy and enthuſiaſm the fol- 
lowing lines, from Racine's tragedy of Bajazet : 


Quoi ! tu crois, cher Oſmin, que ma gloire paſſce 

- Flatte encore leur valeur & vit dans leur penſce ! 
Tu crois qui'ils me ſuivroient encore avec plaiſir, 
Et qu'ils reconnoitroient la voix de leur Viſir? 


- 


— _ — — 2 N — —— 
— + K — ̃Ü——.. Cor =, TR SS 
———_——_—— ES a —— e Ss 
— - . —— . — nn. — 0 8 * 
5 * 5 : Lg re Eg 5 Me 


= — —— „ 
— * =, — 
— — — 7 — N — 
= -- —_— — =. = 
SOIL m—_—_ 2 r 
8 vw - — — 
-< 1 . . Da 1 >. l . 2 — 
2 * = I a N A N — . _— * 
2 9 <2 — . = Wo > O es 2 
—B>-W=,-—: — . 2 — 2 2 Writ, Ge, == 3 — 2 
= TE 1 1 5 * x CESS = => rt 2 — 8 
8 auß I a £26 wg N - " r - 5 * TIT 2 2 
MT” — 3 * / . 
r 2 - = 
4 : —.. © - ; , 
* 5 — — q ” 


- — — - " * * 2 
— S : g 
= — a3 * 5 — ber 
— — San. — 


. 


——— 
= Ss 


— 
n 


. - ot — 2 


* 62 
- 2 
= — n 
— CRE 
= £2: 


i 
[1 
4 
1 
4 
i 
1! 


— 
— — 
— 


N i 
A. A 


— . 
N — 
—_— 


— 


1 gs 
* _—_ 
a: 


— — 


nr Ix 
— 


252 K. GEORGE I. 


eighty. Aſter the death of this great man, the com- 
mand devolved upon the marechal de Coigne ; between 
whom and the imperial generals, the count de Merci and 
marechal Konigſeg, various fierce and bloody, but inde- 
ciſive encounters took place, into the particular narration 
of which it is not neceſſary to enter. Whilſt the Auſtrians 
were thus driven from the Milaneſe, and with difficulty 
maintained their ground in the Mantuan, the Neapolitan 
nobility, irritated and oppreſſed under the government 
of the count de Viſconti, the imperial Viceroy, joined 
in an invitation to Don Carlos, the infant duke of 
Parma, to attempt an invaſion of that kingdom. He 
accordingly entered the Neapolitan territories at the head 
of a conſiderable army, and was received in the metro- 
polis with loud acclamations, as the national deliverer. 
The count de Viſconti, having retreated into Apulia, 
was followed thither by the Spaniſh general, the count 
de Montemar ; who, attacking the Auſtrians at Bitonto, 
May 25, 1734, gained a moſt complete victory. Don 
Carlos, being now proclaimed and acknowledged king of 
Naples, immediately determined upon the reduction of 
Sicily: and the count de Montemar, landing in that 
iſland in the month of Auguſt, proceeded with great 
rapidity in his conqueſts, the natives diſplaying every 
where a diſpoſition rather to aſſiſt than to oppoſe the 
progreſs of his arms; and on the arrival of Don Carlos 
in perſon, the imperialiſts were compelled finally to eva- 
cuate the iſland. The emperor, finding himſelf unable 
to cope with his adverſaries, applied for ſuccor in this 
emergency to his powerful ally, the Czarina, who imme- 
diately ordered a body of thirty thouſand men to march 
to his aſſiſtance. But, before they could arrive at the 


ſcene of action, a general treaty of peace was concluded 
In the ſpring of 1735, nearly on the terms propoſed by 
the maritime powers; and agreeably to which, Naples 


and 
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and Sicily were yielded to the infant Don Carlos; and 
Parma and Placentia, the patrimonial poſſeſſions of the 
infant, were ceded to the houſe of Auſtria, to whom 
alſo the other conqueſts of the allies in Italy and Germany 
were reſtored. The reverſion of the grand ducky of 
Tuſcany, now formally relinquiſhed by Spain, was con- 
ferred as a fief of the empire, at the demiſe of the grand 


duke, laſt of the illuſtrious houſe of Medicis, upon the 


duke of Lorraine, who was deſtined for the future huſ- 


band of the eldeſt arch-ducheſs Maria Thereſa, a princeſs 
diſtinguiſhed for her perſonal and mental accompliſh- 


ments, and ſole heireſs, under the pragmatic ſanction, of 
the vaſt dominions of the houſe of Auſtria. The clector 


of Saxony, was acknowledged as king of Poland, and the 


duchy of Lorraine was ceded to Staniſlaus, who was 
permitted to retain the title of king; and after the death 
of the titular monarch, to be for ever united to the crown. 
of France, which thus made, under the unambitious 


and pacific adminiſtration of cardinal Fleury, an acquiſi- 


tion of far greater importance and value than any which 
had reſulted from the moſt ſplendid ſucceſſes of Richelieu, 


Mazarine, or Louvois. The king of Sardinia was grati- 


fied by the ceſſion of ſome ſmall diſtricts of the Milaneſe; 
which is ſaid to have been compared, by one of the an- 
ceſtors of this monarch, to ah artichoke, which, from 
its magnitude not being digeſtible at once, muſt be de- 


voured leaf by leaf. 


On reverting to the regular progreſſion of domeſtic 
events, we find the ſeſſion of 1734 diſtinguiſhed by a 
very vigorous effort to repeal the act for ſeptennial par- 
liaments—as a flagrant encroachment upon the rights of 
the people—as having a dangerous tendency to increaſe 
the influence of the crown, and as being actually produc- 
tive of very pernicious effects. The miniſter having 
defied the oppoſition to adduce a ſingle inſtance in which 
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the intereſts of the nation had been injured by the 


operation of this bill, or by any undue exerciſe of the 
royal prerogative as connected with it, Sir William 
Wyndham obſerved, „that it was reaſonable and juſt 
to argue againſt the continuance of a bill of this na- 
ture; not merely from what had happened, but from 
what might happen. Let us ſuppoſe then (ſaid he) a 
man of mean fortune and obſcure origin, abandoned to 
all notions of virtue and honor, and purſuing no object 
but his own aggrandizement, raiſed by the caprice of 
fortune to the ſtation of firſt miniſter : let us ſuppoſe 
him palpably deficient in the knowledge of the intereſts 
of his country; and employing, in all tranſactions with 
foreign powers, men ſtill more ignorant than himſelf : 
let us ſuppoſe the honor of the nation tarniſhed, her po- 
litical conſequence loſt, her commerce inſulted, her mer- 
chants plundered, her feamen periſhing in the depths of 
dungeons—and all theſe circumſtances palliated or over- 
looked, leſt his adminiſtration ſhould be endangered: 
ſuppoſe him poſſeſſed of immenſe wealth, the ſpoils of 
an impoveriſhed nation; and ſuppoſe this wealth em- 
ployed to purchaſe ſeats in the national ſenate for his 
confidential friends and favorites. In ſuch a parliament, 
ſuppoſe all attempts to inquire into his conduct conſtantly 
over-ruled by a corrupt majority, who are rewarded for 
their treachery to the public by a profuſe diſtribution of 
penſions, poſts, and places under the miniſter.—Let us 
ſuppoſe this miniſter inſolently domineering over all men 
of ſenſe, tigure, and tortune, i in the nation; and having 
no virtuous principles of his own, ridiculing it in others, 
and endeavoring to deſtroy or contaminate it in all. With 
ſach a miniſter, and ſuch a parliament, let us ſuppoſe a 
prince upon the throne—uninformed, and unacquainted 
either with the intercfls or inclinations of his people 
weak, capr elo, and actuatech at once by the paſſions of 
ainbition 
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ambition and avarice. Should ſuch a caſe ever occur, 

could any greater curſe happen to a nation, than ſuch 
a prince, adviſed by ſuch a miniſter, and that miniſter 
ſupported by ſuch a parliament. The exiſtence of ſuch 
a prince and ſuch a miniſter, no human laws may in- 
deed be adequate to prevent; but the exiſtence of ſuch 
a parliament may, and onght to be prevented ; and the 
repeal of the law ia queſtion I conceive to be a moſt 
obvious, neceſſary and indiſpenſable means for the ac- 
compliſhment of that purpoſe.” Notwithſtanding the 
admiration excited by this ſudden burſt of eloquence, 
and the ability with which the motion of repeal was ſup- 
ported by various other ſpeakers, it was negatived on the 
diviſion, though not by the accuſtomed miniſterial ma- 
jority, the numbers being 247 againſt 184. 

The duke of Bolton and lord Cobham being about 
this time arbitrarily diveſted of their military commiſ- 
ſions, on account of their parliamentary oppoſition to the 
meaſures of the court, a very dangerous—the more dan- 
gerous indeed, becauſe a very plauſible motion was made 
by lord Morpeth, eldeſt ſon of the earl of Carliſle, for 
leave to bring in a bill for ſecuring the conſtitution, by 
preventing the removal of officers not above the rank of 
colonels, otherwiſe than by judgment of a court martial, 
or by an addreſs of either houſe of parliament. The 
court, alarmed in the hipheſt degree by this motion, ex- 
erted the whole force of miniſterial ability and eloquence 
in the houſe of commons, in order to defeat it. It was 
ſtrongly urged, © that the great danger to be guarded 
againſt in all armies, is the raiſing them to a ſtate of in- 
dependency. The moſt important of all reſtraints on 
the military in this country, is the prerogative e veſted in 
the crown, of diſplacing officers on ſuſpicion, or even at 
pleaſure. But ſhould this power once be transferred to 
the army, .a time may come, nor may the period be far 


diſtant, when the whole of our conſtitution ſhall be at 
its 
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its mercy. At preſent the army itſelf depends upon the 
king and parliament for its very duration and exiſtence. 
But give the ofticers a permanent intereſt in their com- 
miſſions, by the adoption of a meaſure which would con- 
vert them as it were into freeholds, and the king and 
parliament would ſoon find themſelves dependent upon 
the army. By this bill a door would be opened for the 
uncontrolled and uncontrollable commiſſion of every 
ſpecies of military licenſe and oppreſſion. And ſhould 
a reduction of the ariny at any future period be deter- 
mined upon, is it to be imagined that theſe military chief. 
tains, with ſwords in their hands, would contentedly 
lay them down, and retire to their reſpective homes, at 
the requiſition of the civil power? no: they would ex- 
claim, where are our accuſers ? we are by law amenable 
to our own courts martial only, and to them alone will 
we ſubmit. The miniſter remarked, that the two noble- 
men lately removed were ſucceeded by others—the duke 
of Argyle and lord Pembroke—in no reſpect inferior. 
And ſhould the motion paſs into a law, the government 
of England would have an irreſiſtible tendency to a ftra- 
tecracy, or a military conſtitution. Suppoling, ſaid this 
fagacious ſtateſman, the charges ſo often urged by the 
zealous partiſans of this motion againſt a late celebrated 
general, to be well- founded—that he cheriſhed views of 
ambition, contrary to the ſpirit of the conſtitution—that 
he aſpired to perpetuate his authority, and to riſe above 
all control, by obtaining a commiſſion conſtituting him 
general for lite, how would the exiſtence of a law, ſuch 
as is now recommended, have facilitated the ſucceſs of 
thoſe daring projects? and how would {ſuch a motion have 
been received by the gentlemen who now urge it as equit- 
able and wife, had it been brought forward under the 
auſpices of the duke of Marlborough * and what ſhould 
unluce us to believe that mcature to be now beneficial, 
which 
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which would then have been univerſally reprobated as 
pernicious and unconſtitutional : The queſtion, being 


put, was carried in the negative, without a diviſion. A 


far more reaſonable and moderate motion was then made 


by Mr. Sandys, ( for preſenting an humble addreſs to 
his majeſty, that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to in- 
form the houſe by whoſe advice it was that his majeſty 


was pleaſed to diſcharge his grace Charles duke of Bol- 
ton, and the right honorable lord viſcount Cobham, 


from the regiments lately under their command, and 
what offences were alleged againſt them as the occaſion 
of their diſmiſſion.” All the arguments being now 
on the other ſide, the miniſter contented himſelf 
with calling for the queſtion; and on a diviſion the 
motion was negatived, by a iH of 252 againſt 


193. 


famous motion in the houſe of commons, the duke of 
Marlborough preſented a bill of ſimilar import to the 


houſe of lords. The debate which enſued was rendered 
memorable by the eloquent ſpeeches of the lords Cheſ- 


terfield and Scarborough—the former in ſupport, the 
latter in oppoſition to the bill. Theſe two noblemen, 
who ranked amongſt the moſt diſtinguiſhed ornaments 
of the Engliſh court, had long maintained a mutual and 
inviolable friendſhip. To the accompliſhments of the 
courtier, lord Scarborough joined the ardor of patriotiſm 
and the enthuſiaſm of virtue. He might with proprie- 


ty be regarded as the FALKLAND of the age—and the 
great qualities he poſſeſſed, were unfortunately clouded by 


the ſame dark tinge of melancholy. Such was his high 
ſenſe of honor, that thinking it neceſſary: to take a de- 
cided part in oppoſition to the bill in queſtion, he pre- 
viouſly reſigned his place of maſter of the horſe, let, 

Varl 8 by 


The very ſame day on which lord Morpeth muy his 
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by an injurious imputation, he ſhould be ſuppoſed ac. 
tuated by any intereſted motive. Not fſatisfred with the 
negative put upon the motion for the ſecond reading of 
the bill, he urged the rejection of it by the houſe, which 
was agreed to without a diviſion “. 

In the ſame ſeſſion a very important bill, which had 
at various times been propoſed and rejected, was revived 
by Mr. Sandys, entitled, « A bill for ſecuring the free- 
dom of parliament, by limiting the number of officers, 
civil and military, in the houſe of commons.” In op- 
poſition to this bill, the miniſter contended, “ that the 
conſtitution was already ſufficiently ſecured, by the pro- 
viſion which orders a re- election when a member accepts 
of a place; that to diſable any gentleman or eitizen 
from fitting in parliament merely becauſe he has the ho- 


nor to ſerve the crown, was really taking from the 
| m_ 


+ © When I confeſs there is who feels for fame, 
And melts to goodneſs, need I ScarRBoRoUuGnu name?“ 
Pork. 


The character of chis nobleman has been delineated * lord Cheſter- 
field, with the glowing pencil of ſenſibility and affection. According 
to this finiſeed pertrait—confirmed indeed by the general voice of his 
cotemporaries - Lord Scarborough poſſeſſed in the higheſt degree, the 
air, manners, and addreſs of a man of quality —politeneſs with eaſe, 
and dignity without pride, He had the advantage of a fine perſon ; 
and when cheerful, the moſt engaging countenance imaginable. His 
knowledge, claſſical and hiſtorical, was very extenſive; and it was 
accompanied with a juſt and delicate taſte. In his common expenſes 
he was liberal; but in his charities and bounties his generoſity was un- 
limited. In parliament, though not an ambitious or florid ſpeaker, - 
truth and virtue, which never want and ſeldom wear ornaments, ſeem- 
ed only to borrow his voice, He was a true conſtitutional, and yet. 
practicable patriot : a ſincere lover and a zealous aſſertor of the natu- 
ral, the civil, and the religious rights of his country. Though bred 


in camps and courts, his moral charater was ſo unſullicd, that what 
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people their inherent right of chooſing ſuch repreſenta- 


tives as they deemed beſt qualified to exerciſe the func- 
tions of their delegation; and that the ſtate would be 
divided by it into factions, thoſe acting under the exe- 
cutive power not coaleſcing with, but conſtituting a for- 
midable phalanx againſt thoſe who compoſed the legiſla- 


tive; and that it argued an hoſtile diſtruſt of the crown _ 


not compatible with the genius of the conſtitution.” 
The motion was, however, in itſelf plauſible and po- 
pular, and it received additional weight from the near 
approach of a diſſolution of parliament, ſo that on 
the queſtion of commitment it was negatived by a 


majority of 39 voices only in a houſe of 426 mem 


bers. | 1 | 
Although a very large addition to the naval force of 


the nation had, in the early part of the ſeſſion, been 
unanimouſly voted, on the 28th of March, a proroga- 
tion being now almoſt daily expected, a meſſage was 
delivered by Sir Robert Walpole from the crown, ac- 
knowledging the zeal and affection ſhewn by the parlia- 
ment, and deſiring that his majeſty might be enabled, 
during the receſs or interval of parliaments, to make 


good ſuch engagements with foreign powers as honor, 


juſtice, and prudence may call upon him to fulfil or con- 


tract, and ſuch augmentation of his forces by ſea and 


land as might be neceſſary for the honor and defence of 
his kingdoms, and as the exigency of affairs may re- 


a celebrated hiſtorian formerly ſaid of Scirio, might, almoſt without 
any allowance for the imperfections of humanity, be applied to him : 
« Nil non laudandum aut dixit, aut fecit, aut ſenſit.“—“ This ſmall 
tribute of praiſe, ſays the noble writer, 1 owe to the memory of the 
belt man I ever knew, and the deareſt friena l ever had If he had 


ay enemies—for I proteſt I never knew one—-they could only be ſuch 
were weary of always hearing of Ariftides the Juſt.“ 


8 2 | quire, 


IO * 
15 * 8 * r £ n 
8 — ny ma , _ 
— q * 8 > Pr 
REI; —— — " Dy 0 . 25 2ä»•⸗ ͤ— " 
due Eon AK. 2 eee. DD — — — * "4 - 3 P A 
8 K — — — wg NE ——_— Os — 0 - * 2 . 
1 — n —— e ö : — — — — n 
N TIL Se * 5 * Sn C TRY * 7 42 ey — — » W bg + 
«cy 5 We — 1 R 5 r 1 . rien op SHIGPA Ss ELITES 5 N 
5 4 — . — 8 ® ew” C CEC ont 1 ho . 
8 l s N 


5 KS 7 I" K 
— I . Dr wo 


E or, 5 3- - - N 

— U =P - 8 — = - 

rr 
S 2 8 Tur be 1 "7 


2 = eg 
n * I = 
r 5 I 
8 X DDr 


269 K. GEORGE H. 
quire, the war on the Continent ſtill unhappily conti- 
nuing.“ On this occaſion all the patriotic ardor was 
again awakened, and the impolicy, the folly, and the 
danger of entruſting ſuch dictatorial powers in the hands 
of the monarch, were expoſed with all the energy of 
truth and eloquence. Mr. Shippen in particular diſtin- 
guiſhed himſelf by a ſpeech worthy of the "Engliſh 
Caro. He ſaid, „ that when the addreſs was moved 
in reply to his majeſty's ſpeech at the commencement of 
the ſeſſion, he had expreſſed his fears and ſuſpicions, 
from certain expreſſions in both, that a vote of credit 
was in contemplation; but he had then been aſſured that 
there was not the leaſt ground even to imagine ſo im- 
probavle a thing, although we were now told that, from 
his majeſty's manner of expreſſing himſelf upon that 
occaſion, every gentleman in the houſe muſt have ex- 
pected a demand of this nature—a demand for no leſs 
than a total ſurrender of all the rights of parliament ; 
for we are now called upon to give the king a power of 
raiſing what money he pleaſes, and alſo what military 
force he pleaſes, which are the rights on which all other 
rights depend; and all this without any neceſſity, or 
even any plaufible reaſon alleged to us. Is invaſion by 
a foreign enemy to be apprehended ? Is any dangerous 
domeſtic conſpiracy diſcovered ? No: The right honor- 
able gentleman himſelf fays that he believes the nation 
to be in ſafety, but does not deſire that its ſafety ſhould 
depend on his belief. Gop forbid that it ſhould ; and 
happy would it be for us that it did not depend upon his 
adminiſtration. But this unlimited delegation of power 
is, it ſeems, deſigned to guard againſt new counſels, 
againſt any ſudden alteration of meaſures. Surely, Sir, 
this is not meant to be ſeriouſly urged : for can this plea 
ever be wanting? Are we not in as great danger of 


ſudden 
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ſudden and alarming changes in a time of profound 


peace, as, when, the powers of Europe are engaged in a 
bloody war, and courting with eagerneſs our aſſiſtance, 


or at leaſt our neutrality ? If we now, therefore, agree 


to grant ſuch powers, we may expect in future the de- 


mand regularly repeated, and never refuſed. Never 


can ſuch requiſitions on the part of the crown be made 
with leſs color of neceflity, never can compliance on our 
part be yielded more unconſtitutionally. When not 


only an expiring ſeſſion, but an expiring parliament, 


orants ſuch powers, how eaſily may they be extended, 
before the next parliament is ſuffered to meet, beyond 


all poſſibility - of control | The precedents that have 


been adduced to juſtify the preſent demand are wholly 
inapplicable. In the year 1902 a vote of credit paſſed 
the houſe in conſequence of meſſage from the late 


queen; but this meſſage contamned no ſuch demand or 


requiſition as the preſent. It ſtated the danger 


to which our allies, the ſtates-gepieral, were at that pe- 


riod expoſed from France; and this danger was not only 


aſſerted, but proved by papers laid before the houſe : 


we were then ourſelves actually engaged in a war, and it 
was not merely pretended that we might be eventually 
endangered by a change of counſels. Even in this ſitua- 


tion the queen was far from aſking ſuch powers as are 


now demanded. She did not in fact aſk any thing, 
ſaying only in general terms, that ſhe doubted not but 
the houſe would adopt ſuch meaſures as would moſt 
conduce to the honor of her crown, the ſafety of her 
kingdoms, and the ſupport of her allies. On the other 
hand, the houſe were far from granting ſuch powers as 
are now aſked. The vote was reſtrained to a power of 
increaſing the forces deſtined to act with thoſe of the 


ſtates-general, and limited by the condition that Eng- 


land ſhould not be charged _ the pay of ſuch addi- 
tional 
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tional troops, but from the day that all commerce and 
corre ſpondence between the ſubjects of the ſtates, and 
thoſe of France and Spain, ſhould be totally prohibited. 
As to the meſſage in the year 1715, it was ſent to the 
houſe at a time of actual rebellion and expected inva- 
ſion; and it was not granted at the termination of a 
ſeſſion, and much leſs at the expiration of a parliament, 
The meſſage in 1719 was ſimilarly circumſtanced : the 
nation was in danger of being invaded, and would have 
been invaded, had it not been for the difaſters which | 
the Spaniſh fleet met with after leaving their ports, 
The laſt precedent of the year 1725, it muſt be allowed, 
approaches neareſt to the preſent caſe. We then did, 
as we are now deſired to do—grant away millions in the 
dark without any cauſe or reaſon aſſigned; but then 
this was a precedent of the right honorable gentleman's 
own making, which may be thought perhaps ſomewhat 
to diminiſh its author. The right honorable gentle- 
man has, however, in proved upon his own precedent ; 
for the nation was not, at the period alluded to, in a 
ſtate of abſolute tranquillity, nor did the meſſage aſk 
for a diſcretion ſo unlimited as the preſent ; but merely 
for an indefinite power to add to the naval force, and to 
negotiate treaties. But if his majeſty is inveſted with 
the powers now demanded, nothing will remain for the 
crown to aſk but a parliamentary reſolve, impowering 
his majeſty to make, repeal, ſuſpend, or alter, ſuch 
laws, and in ſuch manner, as he ſhall judge neceſſary 
for the public ſafety. And where indeed is the diffe- 
rence between granting this power at once, and putting 
the crown in a capacity to aſſume it whenever it may 
chooſe ſo to do? Such complaiſance as this muſt ſurely 
render us moſt deſpicable in his majeſty's eyes: He 


might juſtly ſay of us as the Roman emperor of the Ro- 
man 
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man ſenate, « O homines ſervire paratos !” But we are 
told that an account is to be rendered to the next par- 
lament of whatever may be done in purſuance of theſe 
powers. Sir, I have been fo often deceived by miniſte- 
rial promiſes, that I am aſhamed ever to have placed 


any degree of faith in them. How often, when I and 


others have called for ſuch accounts, have we been told 


that matters were not ripe for laying them before parlia- 


ment, or that it would be dangerous to the ſtate to re- 
veal the ſecrets of government? and the higheſt ſatis- 
faction we could ever obtain was to be told that the ex. 


penſes incurred were neceſſarily incurred for foreign and 


ſecret ſervices. Whence that neceſſity aroſe was ever 
kept from the knowledge of parliament: we had the 


word of the miniſter to reſt our faith upon; and the 


ſane implicit reſignation will be required, doubtleſs, 


from every ſucceeding parliament. When at the termi- 


nation of the ſeſſion we return to our ſeveral counties, 
and are requeſted to aſſign our reaſons for this very ex- 
traordinary vote—a vote by which ſuch vaſt additional 
burdens may be impoſed on the nation—how ſatisfacto- 
ry muſt it be to our conſtituents to be informed that, 
though we are at preſent in amity or actual alliance with 


all the powers of Europe, military preparations, by ſea 


and land, muſt be made in order to guard againſt a va- 
riation of foreign counſels ! Sir, in my opinion, the re- 
ſolution now moved is neither neceſſary, nor ſafe, nor 
founded upon precedent. Precedents, indeed, there 
may be, which reſemble it in a certain degree; but were 
they ever ſo numerous, and in all reſpects analogous, it 
would be no argument with me for agreeing to what is 
propoſed. Whatever may have been the dyration or 


extent of the practice, it is now high time to put a ſtop 


to it, and to eſtabliſh a PRECEDENT of REFUSAL 3 


otherwiſe parliaments will become wholly uſeleſs, or 
ſerve, 


„ 1 
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ſerve, by a ſanction ſo pernicious, to make miniſters the 

more daring, and the oppreſſions of the people the more | 
grievous.” =» 5 

In anſwer to this eloquent and patriotic ſpeaker, Mr. 
Horace Walpole ventured to attempt a vindication of 
the meaſures thus indignantly arraigned. He ſaid, that 
after all the pains taken to point out a diſſimilarity be- 
tween the caſe now under diſcuſſion and the precedents 
adduced in ſupport of it, he could diſcern no material 
difference. It had been evidently the practice of par- 
liament, in times of danger, to grant extraordinary 
powers to the crown, and in this particular way. For 
his part he acknowledged he thought the precedent of 
1702 a bad one; becauſe the parliament diſcovered ſo 
much diffidence and diſtruſt; and all the ill effects of 
their ſlow and lukewarm proceedings ought to induce us 
to ſtrengthen the hands of his majeſty at the preſent 
juncture. It was ſurpriſing, he ſaid, to him to hear it 
aſſerted by gentlemen, that nothing had been laid be- 
fore the houſe to ſhew the neceſſity of granting the 
powers now aſked for. Did not his majeſty, in his 
ſpeech at the opening of the ſeſſion, inform us of the 
war then begun in Europe ? Does he not by the preſent 
meſlage acquaint us that the war {till continues? And is 
not every gentleman convinced, by what he knows of 
the fituation of Europe, that the balance of power in 
Europe entirely depends on the event of that war ? Sup- 
poſing either ſide to prevail too far, the balance of 
power mult be overturned; and this nation will be un- 
der an obligation to interpoſe, in order to prevent ſo 
fatal an effect. Beſides, does not every gentleman know 
that the French have lately fitted out a very powerful 
naval armament, which, with more probability, threatens 
Great Britain than any other place in the world, 
| | unleſs 
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unleſs we excepted the city of Dantzic ? He believed, 
indeed, he ſaid, that it was deſigned againſt Dantzic; 
but if that affair ſhould blow over, can we imagine our- 
ſelves in ſecurity, while ſo large a ſquadron lies within a 
f-y hours' ſail of the Englith coaſt? Our allies, the Dutch, 
he ſaid, were in 2 very critical ſtate: their barrier in Flan- 


ders was in a very weak and defenceleſs condition, and if 
we ſhould fit ſtill and do nothing, they might be tempted 
to throw themſelves entirely into the arms of France. 
They had not indeed, he acknowledged, done any thing as 
yet themſelves by way of augmentation of their forces, 
but then they had poſtponed that reduction of 10,000 
men, which, previous to the war, they had meditated; 
and they were now deſirous to go hand in hand with, us. 
Gentlemen, he ſaid, might, if they pleaſed, call this a 
vote of credit; but his majeſty having expreſsly promiſed 
an account of the expenditure, it was in his opinion 
only a vote of confidence, which, by ſhewing the entire 
reliance we place on the wiſdom of his majeſty's meaſures, 
will give his influence with foreign powers that weight 
which is ſo neceſſary to the preſer vation of the balance of 
power in Europe, brithout. which this nation can never 
be in any ſaſety or ſecurity.” The debate was unuſually 
prolonged by a ſuccefiion of very able ſpeeches : and Sir 
John Barnard particularly attracted the'attention of the 
houſe, by declaring “ that the aſſertions hazarded in 
royal ſpeeches or meſſages were not to be implicitly de- 
pended upon; for that the crown might aſſert, and in 
fact had aſſerted in conſequence of haſty or treacherous 
information, what afterwards. proved not to be true. 
Parliament had, he faid, been aſſured by a ſolemn ſpeech 
from the throne, that an alliance had been entered into 
between the emperor and Spain, in conformity to the 
ſecret articles of which, Gibraltar was to have been 
wreſted from us, and the pretender placed by force on the 
- | _ throne 
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throne of Great Britain, Conſidering the fituation and 
circumſtances of the contracting powers at that period, 
this intelligence appeared to many at the time romantic 
and incredible; and it was now known to be falſe, though 
it was then repreſented as highly diſreſpectful to the 
crown ſo much as to doubt it. We were now called up- 
on, in a manner ſtill more extraordinary, to give credit 
to a ſurmiſe of danger from France, which the right 
honorable gentleman. himſelf does not profels to believe; 
and in conſequence of this groundleſs apprehenſion, to 
devolve for ſix months the whole power of parliament 
upon the crown—a demand which deſerved to be treated 
with ridicule, and rejected with indignation.” Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole immediately roſe, and proteſted, “e that 
while he had the honor to ſerve the crown, he could not 
{it ſtill and hear it ſo injuriouſly reflected upon. His 
late majeſty's aſſertion, relative to the ſecret articles of 
the treaty of Vienna, he ſaid, was as true and as well 
founded as any that ever came from the throne. It Was 
indeed inſolently contradicted by M. Palm, the imperial 
ambaſſador ; but the king received his information from 
thoſe who could not be deceived—and the miniſter de- 
clared himſelf to be as certain that there were ſuch arti- 
cles, as if he had been preſent at the framing of them“: 
and however indiſcreet this declaration might be thought 
in actual circumſtances—he could not, in juſtice to the 
memory of the late king, ſay leſs.“ In concluſion, the 
queltion being put, upon the motion for the addreſs, it 
was carried in the affirmative, by 248 voices againſt 147 
although Mr. Pulteney, who terminated the debate, 


Lord 'Townſhend, ſecretary of ſtate at the period alluded to, made 
a ſimilar declaration in the houſe of peers; without, however, being 
able to remove the obſtinate incredulity of a great part of his noble 
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had given it as his opinion, that „ the meſſage before 
the houſe was of a nature ſo extraordinary, and involved 


in it ſuch culpability, that if the ſpirit of liberty that 
ſyirit which brought about the revolution, and eſtabliſhed _ 


the preſent family upon the throne was not abſolutely 
extinguiſhed in the nation, we might expect to lee a 
ſuture parliament not only cenſure, but condemn and 
puniſh, thoſe who had been the chief adviſers of {uch 


3 meaſure.” On the 16th of April the king put an end. f 


to the ſeſſion by a ſpeech, in which he declared, that 
« he ſhould think himſelf inexcuſable if he parte! with 
this parliament, without doing them the juſtice to nc- 
knowledge the many ſignal proofs they had given, through 
the courſe of ſeven years, of their duty, fidelity, aud 


attachment to his perſon and government, and their con- 
ſtant regard to the true intereſt of their country,” The 


parliament having now ſat nearly the full term preſcribed 
by the ſeptennial act, was dillolved on April 18, 17 34s 
and a new parliament immediately convoked by royal 


proclamation. 


In the ſpring of this year the marriage of the princeſs 
royal with the prince of Orange was celebrated with great 
magnificence and public rejoicings and the parliament, 
as a teſtimony of their entire approbation of this alliance, 
voted the ſum of 80,0001. as a portion to the princeſs, 


and an annuity for life of 50001. payable out of the civil 
liſt. His ſerene highneſs the prince is thus favorably de- 


ſcribed, in a letter to lord Townſhend, ſecretary of ſtate, 
from the earl of Cheſterfield, ambaſſador at the Hague : 
« The prince of Orange has extreme good parts; is per- 


feftly well-bred ; with an eaſe and freedom that is ſeldom. 
acquired, but by a long knowledge of the world. The 


acclamations of the people are loud and univerſal. He 


2Tumes not the leaſt. . but has all the affability 
and 
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and inſinuation that is neceſſary for a prey who would 
raiſe himſelf in a popular government.” 

The new parliament being convened in January 1735, 
quickly diſcovered a diſpoſition to ſupport, with zeal not 
inferior to that of their predeceſſors, the meaſures of the 
preſent adminiſtration. The king, in his ſpeech, ex- 
preſſed “his concern at the preſent commotions on the 
continent; and though he had hitherto reſiſted the 
preſling ſolicitations of the court of Vienna for aid in this 
war, he hoped that his good ſubjects would not repine at 
the neceſſary means of placing him in a ſituation to act 
that part which might eventually be incumbent upon him.” 
The houſe, in a grand committee of ſupply, voted, in 
conſequence of this ſuggeſtion, near 60,000 men for the 
ſea and land-ſervice of the year; though not without the 
vehement oppoſition of the patriots, who demonſtrated 
the folly of taking any part whatever in theſe unintel- 
ligible and everlaſting broils upon the continent, upon 
pretence of which this alarming augmentation of our 
military force was founded : and Sir William Wyndham 
remarked, “ that notwithſtanding the long continuance 
of peace, ſuch had been the exorbitant charges and ex- 
pences by ſubſidies and armaments, that the people had 
not been relieved from the * of a ſingle tax impoſed 
during the preceding war.” | 

A clauſe being inſerted in the addreſs, aſſuring his 
majeſty “ that this houſe will cheerfully and effectually 
raiſe ſuch ſupplies as ſhall be neceflary for the honor and 
ſecurity of his majeſty and theſe kingdoms”—it was moved 
that the following words be added, „ ſo ſoon as the 
proper information of the ſtate of public affairs ſhall be 
communicated to this houſe, and in proportion to ſuch 
efforts as {hall be made by ſuch of the allies who are un- 
der the ſame engagements as this nation, and who are 


not involved in the war,” On a diviſion the amend- 
| | | ment 
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ment was rejected, by 265 votes againſt 18 5—a minority 
plainly indicative of the reluctance of the houſe to engage 
as parties in the preſent war; in which it appears that 
England interfered ſo far, as to give extreme umbrage to 
the courts of Verſailles and Madrid, though not far 
enough to render any real ſervice to the emperor, who 
had flattered himfelf with the hope of a revival of the 
grand alliance in his favor. 

Mr. Horace Walpole was not diſcouraged, however, 
from almoſt immediately moving for a ſubſidy to Den- 
mark, purſuant to a treaty entered into by his majeſty 
with the king of Denmark for that purpoſe ; and which 
originated, according to the allegations of the mover, in 

a juſt and proper regard to the preſervation of the balance 
of power in Europe an expreſſion ſo inceſſantly in the 
mouth of this miniſter, that he was commonly known 
under the ludicrous appellation of balance-maſter. The 
leaders of oppoſition treated the motion with indignant 
contempt. All the powers of Europe, it was affirmed, 
were as much or more intereſted in the preſervation of this 
balance as England : and ſhould it ever be really endan- 
gered, they would certainly engage in its defence, with- 


Ihe ſecret hi Ws of this Daniſh ſubſidy has 8 been tran» 
 fiently alluded to. It is a myſtery of State, involved in too much 
obſcurity and perplexity to be fully and completely developed. By 
this treaty, 80 crowns were allowed for each horſeman, and 30 for 
every foot-ſoldier: one half to be paid immediately on ſigning the 
treaty, and the remainder when the troops ſhall be delivered, Beſides 
this, his majeſty the king of Great Britain engages to pay to his majeſty 
the king of Denmark the annual ſum of 250,000 crowns b2zco, till ſuch 
time as the ſaid troops ſhail be taken into full pay, and the ſum of 
150,000 crowns yearly aſterwards What a happineſs: for Britain, that 
the equipoiſe of the political balance, whenever diſordered, may be © Bs 
eaſily re-adjuſted, by the judicious application of theſe golden weights! 
No leſs than 158 members of the houſe of commors divided revertheleſs 
againſt this ſo obviouſly wife and ſalutary meaſure. 
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out being hired to do ſo by Britiſh ſubſidies. But were 
England perpetually the firſt to take the alarm, and 
ſhould this practice of ſubſidizing be eſtabliſhed, every 
ſtate would expect a inen for We what a would 
the whole charge of maintaining this balance would fall 
upon Great Britain. Even our allies the ſtates-genera] 
might at laſt refuſe to aſſiſt in trimming this balance, un- 
leſs the grand penſionary of Holland were alſo to become 
the grand penſionury of England. The queſtion being 
put, the motion was approved, and the ſubſidy granted 
by the houſe. The ſeſſion cloſing in May (1735), the 


king thanked his faithful commons for the ſupplies they 


had granted with ſuch cheerfulneſs and diſpatch; and 
immediately after the prorogation, his majeſty embarked 
for the continent, leaving the queen, as uſual, ſole regent 
during his abſence. 

For ſeveral years paſt, a ſtrict amity had ſubſiſted be- 
tween the two courts of Madrid and Liſbon, which was 
in the year 1728 cemented by a double marriage of the 


royal families—the prince of Aſturias eſpouſing the eldeſt 


princeſs of Portugal, and the prince of Brazil the infanta 
of Spain, formerly affianced to Louis XV. king of France 
the courts meeting in a temporary edifice erected over 


the bed of the Coya, which divides the two Kingdoms, 


where the princeſſes were exchanged. In the courſe of 


this year, however, the good underſtanding between 


them was unhappily interrupted by a frivolous diſpute, 
originating in a real or N violation of the privi- 
leges of the ambaſſador of Portugal reſident at Madrid. 
The quarrel ran ſo high, that the miniſters of the two 


crowns were recalled, and warlike preparations made 0N 


each ſide. The king of Por:upal, conſcicus of his ina- 


bility to encounter the pow, 0 of Brain, nominated Don 


Antonio Jd'Alzeveda as his ambaſiadaor: extraordinary to 
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the court of London, to ſolicit the aid and protection of 
his ally the king of Great Britain. By the efficacious 
2fiſtance of England had the independency of Portugal 
and the rights of the ducal and royal houſe of Braganza 
been ultimately eſtabliſhed, after a conteſt of twenty- 
eight years : and as a juſt compenſation for this great 
ſervice, very important commercial privileges were con- 
ceded to the Engliſh nation by the crown of Portugal 


and thus the intereſts of that opulent but feeble kingdom 


became inſeparably connected with thoſe of Great Britain; 
and upon this potent alliance the chiefly depended, and 
ſtill depends, for her exiſtence as a diſtinct and ſovereign 
power. Don Pedro, who ſucceeded to the throne on 


| the depoſition of his brother Alphonſo, died A. D. 1706, 


after a reign of thirty years. His ſon, Don Juan, faith- 
fully adhered to the political engagements entered into 
by his father as a party in the grand alliance againſt the 
houſe of Bourbon. But after the concluſion of the 
treaty of Utrecht, the court of Liſbon had cautiouſly 
avoided involving herſelf in the various contentions of 
the European powers. Upon the preſent occaſion the 
court of London adopted, without heſitation, meaſures 
the moſt vigorous and deciſive. A powerful fleet, under 
the command of Sir John Norris, failed for the Tagus, 


in order to protect the coaſts and the commerce of Por- 


tugal ; and particularly to convoy the Brazil fleet, then 


richly laden, in ſafety to Liſbon. And Mr. Keene, the 


Britiſh envoy at Madrid, was expreſsly commanded to 
communicate to his Catholic majeſty, the reſolution of 
the king of England to grant effectual ſuccors to his ally. 
Notwithſtanding ſome angry complaints on the part of 


Spain, of the partial conduct of England, this interpo- 
ſition completely anſwered the purpole intended by it ; 


and an accommodation took place between the courts 
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of Spain and Portgal, before the concluſion of the 
year. 
The fucceeding ſeſſion of bite was diſtinguiſhed 
chiefly by a motion made in the houſe of commons, 
March 1736, for the repeal of thoſe chauſes in the teſt 
act, which barred or obſtructed the admiſſion of proteſtant 
diſſenters to civil employments. This motion, though 
ably ſupported, ſeems to have been ſomewhat unadviſed 
and unſeaſonable— as being brought forward, not merely 
without the concurrence, but contrary to the inclination 
of the court, and at a juncture in no reſpect favorable to 
its ſucceſs. It is not, however, to be inferred, that the 
court was really adverſe to the purport of the motion 
abſtractedly conſidered ; but the minifter well knew the 
riſque and obloquy which might attend his open and 
avowed ſupport of this meaſure. He recollected, doubt- 
leſs, that the utmoſt influence of the crown had been 
unavailingly exerted in the late reign to procure the repeal 
of theſe clauſes, when a bill for that purpoſe was moved 
bl the late earl Stanhope. His popularity had lately ſuſ- 
tained a rude ſhock, in conſequence of the attempt made 
to extend and invigorate the operation of the laws of 
revenue: and he dreaded left the cry of DANGER To 
THE CHURCH ſhould produce effects {till more detrimen- 
tal to his credit and ſafety, than that which {till vibrated 
in his cars, of LIBERTY, PROPERTY, AND NO EXCISE, 
although he had, previouſly to the late election, flattered 
the diſſonters with the hope of relief, he thought proper, 
therefore, when the motion was actually made, to oppolc 
the repeal, os in preſent circumſtances inexpedient, im- 
politic, and improper z in conſequence of which it was 
rejected by a very great majority. The motion was, by 
a fruitleſs and injudicious per ſeverance, revived in a ſub- 
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able, however, that no conſiderable or laſting reſentment 
appears to have been excited in the breaſts of the diſſen- 
ters in conſequence of this diſappointment: ſo well was 
it underſtood that the king was himſelf ſtrongly diſpoſed 
to favor the repeal, and that the miniſter was actuated by 
motives, not of animoſity, but of an urgent and over- 
ruling political neceſſity. It muſt not be omitted, that 
in this ſeſſion the parliament repealed the antient ſtatutes 
againſt conjuration and witchcraft, thereby relieving the 
Engliſh judicial code from a ſmall part of that heavy load 
of trumpery, abſurdity, and oppreſſion, by which, in 
the worſe than Egyptian darkneſs of paſt ages, it had been 


ſo unhappily and dreadfully diſgraced. 


About this time a new ſect of religioniſts aroſe, diſtin- 


| ouiſhed by the appellation of methodiſis, who ſoon appeared 


to be divided into two diſtin claſſes under their reſpective 
leaders, Whitfield and Weſley—prieſts of the Engliſh 
church, regularly educated and ordained—the firſt of 
them adopting the calviniſtic, the latter the arminian 


dogmas in theology; correſponding in this reſhect to the 


ſects of janſeniſts and moliniſts, in the gallican church. 
Profeſſing ſtill to adhere to the communion of the church 
of England, of which they boaſted themſelves to be the 
only true and genuine members, they yet indulged in 


che wildeſt flights and extravagancies of ſectarian fana- 
ticiſm—preaching in the fields to vaſt multitudes—ſuffer- 


ing with patience every inſult and outrage, and perſiſting, 
at the extreme peril of their lives, in thoſe ſpiritual labors 
to which they conceived themſelves called by a fort of 
ſupernatural impulſe k. Many reſpectable perions were 


Vol. J. a | a6 ; | of 


* © God in the ſcripture,” ſays one of the leaders of this ſect, in 
very elevated language, commands me, according to my power, to 
inſtruck the ignorant, reform the wicked, and confirm the virtuous. 
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of opinion, that the government ought in ſome mode to 
interfere in order to check theſe novel and dangerous 
ebullitions of enthuſiaſm. Put to the honor of the go- 
vernment, not only was the idea of perſecution in every 
form rejected with abhorrence, but the protection of the 
law was extended to them upon all occafions. - And the 
wiſdom of maintaining inviolate the grand principle of 
TOT.ERATION has rarely appeared in a more ſtriking 
point of view. In a few years the fanatical fervors cha- 
racteriſiic of a new ſect, not being irritated and inflamed 


| by the oppoſition of the civil powers, gradually ſubſided. 


And though the number of proſelytes was prodigious 
part remaining in and part ieceding from the eſtabliſhed 
church; no injury to the community has reſulted from 


this diffuſion of methodiſtic principles. On the con- 


trary, the good effects of their moral and religious in- 
ſtructions, though {till blended with much ſpeculative 
abſurdity and myſticiſm, are at this time apparent in the 
orderly and virtuous conduct of thouſands in their com- 
munities, who would otherwiſe have ſunk in the depths 
of ignorance, vice, and barbariſm. And truth and juſ- 
tice require the acknowledgement, that many, both of 
the clergy and laity, who now paſs under the vague and 
popular denomination of methodiſts, are perſons of the 
higheſt worth, talents, and reſpectability. 

The tranquillity which prevailed throughout the king Z 
dom at this time was unhappily interrupted by a tu- 


A diſpenſation of the goſpel is committed to me, and woe is me if [ 
preach not the goſpel! In whatever part of the world I am, I judge it 
meet, right, and my bounden duty, to declare unto all that are willing 
to hear the glad tidings of ſalvation. This is the work which I 40 


Gor hath called me unto. And if it be his pleaſure to throw down 


the walls cf Jericho, not by the engines of war, but by the blaſts of 
rams horns; who mall ſay unto him, what doeft thou Mey“ 
Scr 


mult 
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mult of a very ſingular nature, which took place in the 


city of Edinburgh, during the abſence of the king. It 


happened that, at the execution of a man convicted under 


circumſtances of peculiar hardſhip, by trial in the court 


of admiralty, as a ſmuggler, the military guard which 
attended were groſsly inſulted by the populace; in re- 
renge of which, captain Porteous, the commandant, 
was provoked to order the ſoldiers to fire upon the people, 
without the previous ſanction of the magiſtrate. In con- 
ſequence of this raſh and precipitate order, ſeveral inno- 
cent perſons ſuffering the loſs of their lives, Porteous was 


tried for murder, convicted, and received ſentence of death; 


but the queen, as regent, thought fit to grant him a re- 


prieve. The populace of Edinburgh, nevertheleſs, exaſpe- 
rated in the higheſt degree at the conduct of this officer, 
who was well known to be a man of abandoned morals, de- 


termined that he ſhould not efcape puniſhment : and on 


the very evening of the day on which, according to his ſen- 


tence, he was deſtined to ſuffer, the priſon of the Tolbooth 
was forced with ſuch order and deliberate reſolution, as 
afforded a ſtrong preſumption that it was the reſult of a 
plot formed by perſons far above thoſe uſually concerned 
in ſimilar outrages. Leaving the delinquent ſuſpended 


by the neck from a dyer's pole, they quickly and quietly 
diſperſed ; nor was it ever diſcovered who were the per- 


petrators of this daring act of violence, notwithſtanding 
a reward of 200l. was offered by proclamation for ſuch 


detection: The government, inflamed with reſentment. 
at this atrocious violation of the laws, initituted'a par- 


liamentary inquiry into the circumſtances of this extra- 
ordinary affair; in the courſe of which three Scottiſh 


judges in their robes were examined as witneſſes at the 
bar of the houſe of lords. And though it did not ap- 


par that the magiſtrates had been any way delicient in 
] 3 7 . : I 9 Z * P 
their duty npen this occation, a bill was brought in for 
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diſabling the lord provoſt of Edinburgh from holding 
any office of magiſtracy in Great Britain for aboliſhing 
the guard of that city, and for taking away the gates of 
the Nether-bow-port, which during this tranſaction had 


been ſhut, in order to prevent the troops quartered in the 


ſuburbs from entering the city. This bill was oppoſed 
by almoſt all the Scottiſh repreſentatives, and many other 
reſpectable members of both houſes, with great vehe- 


mence: and the duke of Argyle, in particular, arguing 


againſt the principle of it, faid, that „ he could not 
think of a meaſure more harſh or unprecedented than 
the preſent bill; and he believed there was no inſtance of 
the whole weight of parliamentary indignation falling 
upon any individual, and far leſs upon any community, 
for crimes that were within the reach of the inferior 


courts of juſtice that ſhould the preſent bill paſs into a 


law, the lord provoſt and citizens of Edinburgh would 
ſuffer by a cruel, unjuſt, and fantaſtical proceeding—3 
proceeding of which the worſt uſe might be made, if 
ever the nation ſhould have the misfortune to fall under 


a vindictive, arbitrary, and tyrannical adminiſtration”— 


an obſervation which ſubſequent events forcibly recalled 
to public recollection. Notwithſtanding all oppoſition, 
the bill paſſed, and was carried into rigorous execution, 
to the great and inexpreſſible indignation of the whole 
Scottiſh nation. And this raſh and paſſionate attempt to 
vindicate the honor of the crown by inſulting the majeſty 

and wounding the feelings of the people, afforded a ne- 
proot of the truth and juſtice of the obſervation of the 
celebrated chancellor Oxenſtierne, ec that it is wonderful 
by how ſmall a portion of wiſdom the world is governed. 7 
In the ſtead of theſe impolitic meaſures of revenge and 
degradation, it would have given pleaſure to every liberal 
mind, had occaſion been taken from this incident, ſup- 
Pang it to indicate any want of energy in the executive 
power, 
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power, to ian to Scotland thoſe diſtinctions of nati- 


onal honor and authority of which that kingdom had 


been unneceſſarily and invidiouſly diveſted by the treaty 
There appears no juſt reaſon why Scotland 
ſhould not have its own reſident great officers of ſtate, 
why its privy council. ſhould be annihilated, why the high 
commiſſioner of the crown ſhould not, as in the times 
preceding the union, be enabled to ſupport his elevate 


rank and ſtation in a manner ſuitable to the national 


dignity; and why the royal palace of the kings of Scot- 


land ſhould be ſuffered to exhibit a picture of melancholy 


and decay, ſcarcely to be diſtinguiſhed from the ruins of 
I have ſeen,” ſays the antient bard of 
Caledonia, “ the walls of Balclutha, but they were de- 
ſolate. The fire had reſounded in the halls, but the 
voice of the people is heard no more. The ſtream of 
Clutha was removed from its place by the fall of the 


walls. The thiſtle ſhook there its lonely head; the moſs 


whiſtled to the wind. The fox looked out from the 


windows; the rank oraſs of the wall waved round his 


head. Deſolate is the dwelling of Moina ſilence is in 
the houſe of her fathers.” 

In April 1736, the marriage of the prince of Wales, 
who was conſidered as the determined enemy of the mi- 
niſter, and the head of the oppoſition, with Auguſta 
princeſs of Saxe-Gotha, was celebrated; and in the 
courſe of the enſuing ſeſſion a motion was made by Mr. 
Palteney, and ſeconded by Sir John Barnard, for an 


_ addreſs to the king, that he would be pleaſed to ſettle 


100,00cl. per annum out of the civil liſt revenues upon 
This was violently en by the cour- 
tiers, 


the prince “. 


The prince of Wales highly reſented, and with great apparent 
rcaſon, that out of a civil liſt of 800,000]. a revenue of 50, oool. per 
ann, only ſhould be allotted to him, although his father, when prince, 

| ; | —: _ 
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tiers, as an encroachment upon the king s prerogative; 
and it was finally negatived by a majority of 30 voices, 
the numbers being 234 to 204, though not without pro. 
ducing an entire alienation between the two courts of St. 
James's and Leiceſter houſe ; and the prince was not even 
permitted, in the laſt illneſs of the queen, who expired 
November 1737, much eſteemed and lamented by the 
Engliſh nation, to. implore her * to receive 
her departing benediction. 

At this period, a war broke out between 5 Ruſſi lan 
and Ottoman empires, occaſioned, as was pretended, by 
certain incurſions of the Tartar tribes into the Ruſſian 
territories: but in reality by the ambitious and eager de- 
ſire of che court of Peterſburg to regain poſſeſſion of the 
important maritime city of Aſoph, which was one of the 
earlieſt acquiſitions of the emperor Peter the great, but 
which that monarch was afterwards compelled to ſacrifice, 
in order to extricate himſelf from the perilous extremity 
to which, in his laſt war with Turkey, he found himſelf 
reduced, on the banks of the Pruth. Aſoph was ac- 
cordingly beſieged and taken; and when ſatisfaction aud 
reparation were offered by the Porte, for the injuries ſuſ⸗ 


— 


had 100,0001, out of a civil liſt of 700, oool.— nor does the ſum required 
by the prince appear more than adequate to the ſuperiority of his rank 
and ſtation. As this reſolution of the prince embarraſſed many who 
held places under the government, and were at the ſame time deſirous 
to keep on fair terms with the ſucceſſor, he was adviſed by Mr. Dod- 
dington, afterwards lord Melcombe, whom he admitted into his confi- 
dence, to apply to parliament for an additional grant of 50,0001, per ann. ; 
but the prince replied, with a genercſity truly noble, THAT THE 

NATION HAD DONE ENOUGH FOR HIS FAMILY ALREADY, AND Tnar 
ur WOULD RATHER BEG HIS BREAD FROM DOOR TO DOOR, THAN 
BZ A FARTHER CHARGE TO THEM.' Many of che tories, regarding 
the motion as dangeroully democratic, left the houſe in a body previous 
to the diviſion, though Sir William Wyndham had taken upon him to 


anſwer to the prince ſor their concurrence, 
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tained by Ruſſia, the Czarina declared her reſolution not 


to relinquiſh her conqueſt. And the emperor of Ger- 


many, being under obligation by treaty to aſſiſt the Rul- 
ſians, became in a ſhort time a principal in the war, witich 
proved to him only a ſeries of diſaſters. A peace was 
at length obtained at the expence of Orſova, Belgrade, 
and the entire province or kingdom of Servia, which 
were ceded by the emperor to the Turks. The Ruſſians, 


who had, under the conduct of the famous Mareſchal 


Munich, made great progreſs in the reduction of the 
provinces north of the Danube, on their part reſtored 


Ocakow, Choczim, and Bender, and the poſſeſſion of 


Aſoph was confirmed to them by the Porte. 

In the ſeſſion of parliament held A. D. 1737, a mo- 
tion being made for the continuance of the ſame number 
of land-forces as had been voted the preceding year, a 
vehement debate aroſe. For though, in our own more 
courtly days, a much larger number 1s annually voted 


almoſt as a matter of courſe, it was conſidered as one of 


the moſt important and moſt laudable objects of patriotiſin 
in theſe times to procure, if not an abolition, at leaſt a 
reduction, of a military force, deteſted and deprecated 


as uſeleſs, expenſive, and dangerous. In vindication of 


the motion, the miniſtry ſcrupled not to affirm, “e that 
if the army was diſbanded, the tory interęſt would quickly 
bredominate— that the kingdom was filled with clamor 
and diſcontent, which a ſtanding military force only could 
cfeCtually repreſs that the ſupport of the whip intereſt 
demanded the maintenance of this force; and it was 


| hoped and preſumed that the houſe would vote triple the 
number, if adjudged neceflary for this purpoſe.” The 


members of the oppoſition replied, in their accuſtomed 
ſtrain of vain reaſoning, & that this vindication contained 


im it a ſentence of ſelf-condemnation—for to what cauſe 


could the {pirit of clamor and diſcontent he aſcribed, but 
| | | to 
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to the miſconduct of the miniſtry? and it was from 
their own acknowledgement clear, that what they were 
pleaſed to ſtyle the whig intereſt, was in fact an inconſi. 
derable party which had engroſſed the power of govern. 
ment by indire& and unconſtitutional methods—which 
acted contrary to the ſenſe of the nation, and which de- 
pended for ſupport upon that very military force which 
was the grand ſource of the national diſcontent, which per- 
petuated the national taxes, and which menaced the nati- 
onal liberties with deſtruction. The claim of the miniſtry 
and their adherents in the houſe to the appellation of 
whigs, was warmly diſputed ; and Sir John Hynde Cotton 
declared, that a genuine whig could never vote for a 
ſtanding army in time of peace. Whigs, ſaid this mem- 
ber, who are true to their principles, will oppoſe all 
unlimited votes of credit—will deprecate the corruption 
of the legiſlative power, as the greateſt curſe that can be- 
fall a nation—they will eſteem the liberty of the prels to 
be the invaluable privilege of a free people; and frequent 
parliaments to be the grand bulwark of their liberties, 
A whig adminiſtration would never ſuffer injuries done 
to the Britiſh commerce to paſs unnoticed, or inſults 
offered to the Britiſh flag to paſs unrevenged.” It is 
remarkable, that Sir John Hynde Cotton was himſelf 
educated in tory principles, and was in early life clofely 
connected with the principal leaders of that once formi- 
dable faction. But the panegyric now pronounced upon 
whig principles clearly and infallibly indicated, that the 
proper and peculiar tenets of toryiſm—paſſive obedience, 
non- reſiſtance, and the indefeaſible rights of royalty— 
were now fallen into contempt. The tories were inſen- 
ſibly led, in the courſe of their oppoſition to the erro- 
neous and unconſtitutional meaſures of government, to 


adopt conſiſtent and rational principles. The very name 
of 
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f Togr began to be conſidered as a term of reproach, 
ö d as ſuch was, in this debate, reſented and repelled. 
and © 


Still, however, in a certain ſenſe, Whiggiſm and Tory- 
Still, 


iſm have never ceaſed, and will never ceaſe to ſubſiſt. 
| 4 


Vhatever tends to enlarge the power of princes or of 

3 ; „ . . 
giſtrates beyond the preciſe line or limit of the gene 
ma f 


ral good, whatever impoſes oppreſſive or m"_ pawns 
ous reſtraints upon the liberty of the _ 3 2 = 
duces any ſpecies of civil inequality, 5 18 = = 
batis of public utility, is of the eſſence 0 & Or 1 bs 2 
the other hand, e ee e » = — _ 
ocd temp d good ſenſe, or, 5 her 
5 eber e of exprefiion, benevolence and 
wiſdom applied to. the ſcience of 3 2 
The theatre in the metropolis of Britain ene 
recently, in various inſtances abuſed, as in „ _ 
at Athens, to the purpoſes of perſonal and " r. a if 
tire, a bill was at this period introduced for t ” pe _ 
tion of this great and growing evil; agreeably to 


' proviſions of which, no new dramatic pieces could be 


exhibited without the expreſs licenſe firſt obtained of 
the lord Chamberlain. This bill paſſed through both 


f ich it met 
houſes with little oppoſition, excepting that which it me 


with from the earl of Cheſterheld, who combated the 
principle of it with much animation and e 
His lordſhip declared, “ that he regarded * _ far 

as of a very extraordinary and dangerous nature z * 
reſtraint not on the licentiouſneſs merely, but "—_ e 
liberty of the ſtage; and as tending to a ſtill ee. - 
gerous reſtraint on the liberty of the preſs, which wa 


| intimately and inſeparably connected with the general 


liberty of the ſubject. He affirmed the laws, as they at 
preſent ſtood, to be ſufficient for the purpoſe of beer, 
ing ſeditious or immoral performances. The belt, oo 
indeed the only, mode of avoiding public ridicule an 
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cenſure was , he ſaid, to avoid ridiculous and vicious ac- 
tions; for the people will neither ridicule thoſe they love 
and eſteem, nor ſuffer them to be ridiculed. An admi. 
niſtration deſtitute of eſteem or reſpect among the peo- 
ple will be cenſured and ridiculed, nor will the ſevereſt 
edits be found of force to prevent it. If we agree 
to the bill now before us, what ſhadow of excuſe can 
be ſuggeſted for refuſing to proceed a ſtep farther, and 
to extend the prohibition to printing and publiſhing 
thoſe dramas which are deemed unfit for public exhibt. 
tion? Still political ſatires will appear under the title of 
Novels, Secret Hiſtory, Dialogues, &c.; but will you 
allow, my lords, a libel to be printed and diſperſed only | 
becauſe it does not bear the title of a play? Thus, ſrom 
the precedent before us, we ſhall be gradually prevailcd 
upon to revive a general IMPRIMATUR, and then adieu 
to the liberties of Great Britain, I admit, my lords, 
that the ſtage ought not to meddle with politics, but 
for this very reaſon among others I object to the bill be- 
fore us; for 1 fear it will be the occaſion of its meddling 
with nothing elſe—it will be made ſubſervient to the 
politics of the court only. This we know was actually 
the caſe in king Charles the Second's days; we know 
that Dryden, the poet Laureat of that reign, made his 
wit and genius thus ſubſervient to the defigns of the 
"court. When the ſecond Dutch war was in con- 
templation, he wrote his «© Amboyna,” in which he re- 
preſents the people of Holland as avaricious, cruel, and 
ungrateful. When the excluſion bill was moved for, 
he wrote his “ Duke of Guiſe,“ in which thoſe who 
were zealous for preſerving and ſecuring the liberties and 
religion of their country, were expoſed as a faction 
leagued together for the ꝓurpoſe of excluding a virtuous 
and heroic prince from that throne which was his law- 
ful right, on account of his adopting a faith different 
| from 
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from their own. The peculiar province of the ſtage, 
my lords, is, to expole thoſe vices and follies which the 
laws cannot lay hold of ; but under the reſtraint of an 


arbitrary courie licenſe, it will be entirely perverted from 


its proper uſe. To a man bred in the habits of a court, 
that may appear to be a libel againit the conrt which 
is only a juſt and ſalutary ſatire upon its vices and follies. 
Courtiers, my lords, are too polite to reprove one ano- 
ther; the only place where they can meet with juſt re- 
| buke is a free, though not a licentious {tage. But by 
this bill, inſtead of leaving it what it now is, and al- 
ways ought to be —a ſcourge for faſhionable vices—it 
will be converted into a channel ſor propagating them 
throughout the kingdom. Let us conſider, my lords, 
that arbitrary power has ſeldom or never been intro- 
duced into any country but by ſlow degrees, ſtep by ſtep, 
leſt the people ſhould perceive its approach. When the 
preparatory ſteps are made, the people may then indeed 
ſee ſlavery and arbitrary power making huge and hide- 
ous ſtrides over the land, when it is too late to avert 
ihe impending ruin. The bill before us I conſider as a 
ſtep very neceſſary to this purpoſe ; and ſhould ſ ach de- 
gn ever be. formed by any ambitious king or guilty 
miniſter, he would have reaſon to thank us for having 
lo far facilitated his attempt; though ſuch thanks, I 
am convinced, every one of your lordſhips would bluſh 
to receive, and ſcorn to deſerve.” The ill effects ap- 


prehended by this generous and patriotic nobleman have 


not, however, been as yet very apparent: and it muſt 
be acknowledged, that in a very few inſtances only does 
the invidious diſcretion veſced by this bill in the lord 
Chamberlain ſeem to have been capriciouſly or impro- 
perly exerciſed *. 
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In the courſe of the ſame ſeſſion the houſe of com- 
mons having reſolved itſelf into a grand committee to 
take into conſideration the ſtate of the national debt, 
Sir John Barnard, member for the city of London, a 


man whoſe patriotiſm was dignified by the extent of his 


of the Dramas rejected under the authority of this act. The firſt of 
theſe performances is animated throughout by a noble and enthuſiaſtic 
ſpirit of liberty; but the writer proteſts in his prefatory remarks, 
«© that he had nothing to fear or hope from party or preferment—his 
attachments were only to truth ; that he was conſcious of no other 
principles, and was far from apprehending that ſuch could be offenſive,” 
There were, however, ſome paſſages in this tragedy which could not 
fail to be invidiouſly applied, if they could be ſuppoſed not invidiouſly 
deſigned, A ſpecimen or two may ſuffice : | 


« Are ye not mark'd, ye men of Dalecarlia, 

Are ye not mark'a by all the circling world ? 

— Say, is not liberty the thirſt, the food, 

The ſcope and bright ambition of your ſouls ? 
Why elſe have you and your renown'd forefathers, 
From the proud ſummit of their glittering thrones, 
Caſt down the mightieſt of your lawful kings 
That dar'd the bold iniringement ? What but liberty, 
Thro' the fam'd courſe of thirteen hundred vears, 
Aloof hath held invaſion from your hills, 

And ſanctiſied their ſhade? And will ye, will ye 
Shrink from the hopes of the expecting world? 
Bid your high honors ſtoop to ro N INSULT ? 
And in one hour give up to infamy 

The harveſt of a thouſand years of glory ? 


© Where is that power whoſe engines are of force 
To bend the brave and virtuous man to ſlavery ? 
Baſe fear, the lazineſs of luſt, groſs appetites, 
Theſe are the ladders and the grovelling footſtoo! 
From whence the tyrant riſes on our wrongs, 
Secure, and ſceptred in the ſoul's ſerwility, 
He bas debauch'd the Genius of our country, 
And rides triumphant, while her captive ſons 
Await his nod—the ſilken flaves of pleaſure,” 
| knowledge. 
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knowledge, the ſoundneſs of his underſtanding, and the 
benevolence of his heart, moved for a bill to enable his 
majeſty to raiſe money either by the ſale of annuities, or 
by borrowing at an intereſt not exceeding 3 per cent. 


which ſum ſo raiſed ſhould be applied towards the re- 


demption of the South-Sea annuities, allowing the pre- 
ference of ſubſcription to the annuitants. Sir John 
Barnard remarked, * that even thoſe public ſecurities 


which bore an intereſt of 3 per cent. only, were now 
conſiderably above par; therefore there could be no room 
to doubt that the ſubſcription would immediately fill, 


were it a condition of the contract that the principal 


ſhould be made irredeemable for the term of fourteen 


years. When the Sonth-Sea annuitants were thus re- 
duced, the fame plan might be adopted for redeem- 
ing the capital of the other trading companies, and, 
in time, of the whole public debt, without any viola- 
tion of the public faith that, by this means, the 
finking fund would be ſo much increaſed, that in a 
few years the parliament would be able to annihilate 
thoſe taxes which lay heavieſt upon the laboring and 
manufacturing poor; and that the remaining part of it, 
if faithfully applied, would, in a ſhort time, free the 
nation from all incumbrances.” By this motion, at once 
ſo popular, feaſible, and beneficial, the miniſter ſeemed 
much embarraſſed ; and it was clearly diſcernible that 
the executive government entertained no real wiſh or 
intention that the public debt, which ſo materially ad- 
ded both to its influence and its ſecurity, ſhould ever 
be liquidated. In order, therefore, to counteract the 
effect of a motion, which it would have been too hazar- 
dons openly and directly to oppoſe, Mr. Winnington, 
a zealous partiſan of the miniſter, moved that all the 
public creditors, as well as the South-5ea anmutants, 


- 


{thould 
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ſhould be comprehended. To this Sir John Barnard 
objected, © that it might be eaſy for the government to 
borrow money at 3 per cent. ſufficient for the redemp- 
tion of a certain proportion of the public debt, though 
it might be extremely difficult, or even impracticable, 
to borrow money enough at once to liquidate the whole, 
amounting at this time to almoſt forty-eight millions.” 
A bill was, however, ordered in upon the bafis of Mr. 
Winnington's propoſitions, which, being in the ſequel 
warully attacked, and faintly defended, was finally poſt- 
poned to a diſtant day by motion of the minilter ; 
though there is great reaſon to believe, from the ſucceſs 
of a ſimilar and more recent attempt, that the patriots 
in oppoſition formed an erroneous judgment reſpecting 
the difficulties attending irs execution *, 
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Ia the month of January (1737) died Dr. William Wake, who 
bad filled the metropolitan See of Canterbury twenty-one years. Pre- 
vious to his elevation to that high dignity, he had very honorably diſ- 
tinguihed himſelf by the liberality of his ſentiments, and the vigor of 
his exertions both in convocation and in parliament, particularly in his 
conte with Atterbury on the nature and extent of eccleſiaſtical autho- 
11Ty ; aud in a mott confpicuous manner at the ever-memorable trial oi 
Sacheverel. As one of the ableſt and ſirmeſt champions of the Low 
Wuvkzen ParTY he was advanced, on the death of Dr. Tenniſon, A. 
. 2716, to the Archiepiſcopal chair; but he ſoon made it viſible that 
* LowLIxEes5s is young ambition's ladder;“ and when he had © at- 
tained the topmoſt round,” he adopted, like his famous predeceſſor 
Pecket, à totally new ſyſtem of principles and conduct. By the vche- 
mence and pertinacity of his oppoſition, he eſſentially impeded on all 
occations the meritorious endeavors of the court for the advancement, 
and fecurity, of the general ſyſtem of civil and religious liberty. Aud 
in 4 more eſpecial manner he labored to counteract the grand effort 
made by that generous and beneſicent ſtateſman, lord Stanhope, under 
che aulpices of che late king, for the annihilation of thoſe odious diſ- 
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*inGions Which divided, and which continue to divide, the nation, aud 
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(1738), it is unfortunately neceſſary to notice the vio- 
icnt miſunderſtanding which aroſe between the regency 
of Hanover and the king of Denmark, reſpecting the 
s 1 petty lordſhip of Steinhorſt, the revenue of which 
* BF _ {carcely exceeded one thouſand pounds ſterling per an- 
© mm; The caſtle of Steinhorſt, garriſoned by a flight 
| | detachment of Daniſh dragoons, was carried by aſſault, 
| and the king of Denmark made great warlike prepara- 
tion in order to revenge this affront, which moſt aſ- 
ſuredly would never have been offered, had not Hano- 
ver depended upon the aid and protection of England. 
And the king of Denmark, . conſcious of his inability to 
cope with Hanover, and her ALLY, had the addreſs to con- 
vert this incident to his own advantage, by concluding 
a convention with the king. of England, agreeably to 
which he engaged to hold in readineſs a body of 6000 


mark, in addition to the ſtated pay of theſe troops, was 
to receive a ſubſidy of 250,000 crowns per ann. an the 
lordſhip of Steinhorſt avas ceded lo Hanover. When the 
duke of Newcaſtle produced this treaty in the ſucceed- 


ſucceeded by Dr, Potter, tranſlated from the See of Oxford—a man 
moroſe in diſpoſition, and in deportment haughty ; but of extenſive 
learning and exemplary morals. After fillipg the metropolitan throne 
ten years, this prelate was ſucceeded by Dr. Herring, archbiſnop cf 
York, of whom it is difficult to be too profuſe iu the praiſe, Placed 
at the head of the national communion, he appeared ſcarcely leſs pre- 
eminent in dignity of character than of ſation ; and the various ex- 

5 


cellencies aſcribed by the poet to various contemporary ornaments c 
the epiſcopal bench were in him happily conſolidated 


„ Secker is decent, Rundle has a heart, 


Manners with candor are to Benſon given, 


To Berkely every virtue ander heaven.“ Po pk. 
9 


In recording the tranſactions of the ſucceeding year 


men for the ſervice of Great Britain. In return, Den- 
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